The Hyde Park
e brua iy 2

0 Association  s4REL PAg-
Meetin'g ‘ o “\1\7

—

HPNA General Meeting
Agenda for February 6
Hybrid Meeting: In person at Griffin
School (5001 Evans Ave) and on Zoom
Meeting Topic: I-35 Expansion
=¢ Vote: Budget Resolution (what
dollar amounts may be authorized ‘

by an office , which dollar amounts
require Steering Committee approval,

and which dollar amounts must be Plans for 1-35 Al'e BaCk and

authorized by the membership)
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=0 Update: I-35 Expansion ° °
*¢ Vote: Proposed Resolution about I-35 They re Bl g ger Than Ever
Expansion.
-~ s;f:ﬁifﬂelpmg Hand Children’s his month, the Texas Department of Transportation
Lo . (TxDOT) released its Draft Environmental Impact
DG Statement (DEIS), a federally required assessment of the
Not an HPNA member? impacts of its proposed $4.5 billion I-35 Capital Express
You're welcome to join anyway! Central project that began in late 2020. The DEIS documents
Join Zoom Meeting at 7 pm:

, the project’s anticipated impacts on environmental criteria
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4738130850?pw . . . . .
d=V3hIKzILVGxIVINgVCtVTHVZevZY | ranging from displacements and community impacts to air,

e water, and noise pollution to cultural resources, parkland,
Meeting ID: 473 8§13 0850 . . .
Passcode: 728004 induced growth, and construction impacts.

One tap mobile: TxDOT has selected its Modified Alternative 3 as its preferred de-
+13462487799, 4738130850#,,,,*728004# sign. Modified Alternative 3 adds two non-tolled high-occupancy vehicle
Us (Houston) (HOV) lanes in each direction, resulting in the widest cross-section the

Dial by your location: agency has put forward in over a decade. The design will consume an

e S B R ) additional 42 acres of central Austin land for right-of-way and displace

T4 over 100 residences and businesses, mostly in the upper decks area be-
Save the Date: It’s My tween the Cherrywood and Hancock neighborhoods.

Park Day is March 4 Last fall, the Hyde Park Neighborhood Association became the new-
. est member of the North Central I-35 Neighborhood Coalition (NCINC),
at Shlpe Park which now includes 13 member neighborhoods; some of them have
lease plan to join your friends been working for years to advocate for quality of life improvements for
and neighbors for the annual the communities affected by I-35 on a daily basis. This group, which has
family-friendly cleanup and land- called for the removal of the reviled upper decks, has asked TxDOT to
scape maintenance of Shipe Park. provide more connections across I-35 to better connect communities and

make neighborhoods safer for walking and bicycling. NCINC has also
added its voice to the many who have demand-
ed that this project make I-35 “no higher, no
wider.”

Unfortunately, TxDOT’s latest vision for
I-35 continues to fall short of making these
much-needed improvements to how it connects
to neighborhoods, resulting in a project that will
bring, by TxDOT’s count, over 100 thousand ad-
ditional vehicles to I-35 every day, encourage
dangerous higher speeds on frontage roads, and
continue to divide central Austin neighborhoods
for a generation to come.

Continued on page 14

Continued on page 11




From the Desk of the President
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his month’s HPNA General Meeting will look at the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) pro-

posed expansion of Interstate 35 (I-35). TxDOT’s Central Segment project (part of a three-part expansion
spanning from SH45 to the north and south) will expand I-35 from Ben White Boulevard to U.S. 290 East in
Austin and will include two new non-tolled high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes in each direction. The expan-
sion will expropriate almost 42 acres and displace 107 homes and businesses. With an estimated price tag of
approximately $4.5 billion dollars, construction is slated to start in late 2025.

HPNA'’s meeting will focus
specifically on the impact of I-35’s
expansion on central Austin neigh-
borhoods. HPNA recently joined
the North Central Austin I-35
Neighborhood Coalition (NCINC)
(www.ncinc.org), an organization of
central Austin neighborhoods that
is offering recommendations to
TxDOT and the City of Austin to
mitigate the damage an expanded
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I-35 could have on Austin’s natural
and human environments. HPNA
is fortunate that HPNA Steering
Committee member Brendan Witt-
struck is also the Chair of NCINC.
Brendan, with HPNA’s NCINC
representatives Kathy Jackson and
Duncan Meisel, has drafted a res-
olution on the I-35 expansion that
you will find printed in this issue
of the Pecan Press. Their proposed
resolution outlines HPNA's po-
sition on the I-35 expansion and
recommends that TxDOT increase
the number of accessible east-west
crossing opportunities and cov-
er or cap more of the freeway than
TxDOT proposes to reduce noise
and pollution. It also asks TxDOT
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to incorporate into the project tree-
lined surface streets with designs
that are compatible with urban
neighborhoods.

Please read the proposed res-
olution. At this month’s General
Meeting we will have folks there
to answer your questions about
the I-35 expansion and you will be
asked to vote on the resolution.

If you would like to make your
own comments on the I-35 proj-
ect, you have until March 7, 2023.
More information about TxDOT’s
comment process is at https;//www.
txdot.gov/projects/hearings-meetings/
austin/i35-capital-express-cen-
tral-project-02-09-22.html.

Also at this month’s meeting,
you will be asked to vote to autho-
rize the Steering Committee and
HPNA officers to spend HPN
funds up to a certain level; you
will get an update on HPNA’s new
membership software; and you
will hear a speaker from Helping
Hand Home for Children, a very
special place located in Hyde Park.

If you have any ideas for top-
ics for future meetings, please
let me know. Also, we are look-
ing for someone to serve as one of
HPNA'’s co-Secretaries and need
additional folks on our member-
ship committee. If you or someone
you know is interested in helping
us out, please get in touch with me.

See you at this month’s meet-
ing, and have a wonderful
February.

— Kevin Heyburn
HPNA President
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( Monthly Calendar \ Budget Resolution

February t the February meeting, membership will
4 — Hyde Park Neighborhood Plan Contact Team Meeting vote on the following resolution:
6 — Hyde Park Neighborhood Association Meeting The HPNA membership authorizes each desig-

nated person listed below to pay expenses on behalf

J SRS of the HPNA. Each designated person can approve

10 — Recycling Pickup any single expense up to the amount indicated in Col-
13 — Steering Committee Meeting umn 1, until the accumulative spending reaches the
14 — Happy Valentines Day budgeted amount for its category. After the budget is

reached, each designated person can approve any sin-

24 — Recycling Picku
A ; gle expense up to the amount indicated in Column 1,

March until the accumulative amount is over the budget b
get by

4 — Sunshine Community Gardens Spring Sale the amount indicated in Column 2.

4 — It's My Park Day The HPNA Treasurer shall not pay any expense

unless approved in writing or by email by a desig-

4 — Artist’s Talk with Annie May Johnston at the nated person, according to the table below. Only the

Ney Museum HPNA Treasurer is authorized to pay expenses on be-
half of the HPNA.
Approval Levels Column 1 Column 2
* ’ * Any One Item Accumulative out
?/ am ' within Budget of Budget
President $7,500 $750
Interior & Exterior - Brushing, Rolling, Spraying Vice President 33750 3375
30 Years of Experience Homes Tour Chair if | $3,750 $0
References Upon Reguest Homes Tour related
Treasurer $200 $0
“With the client in mind ™ Committee Chair $50 $0
. =z Steering Committee | Unlimited $2,000
Alain Deroulette | 785-350-2602 J
Membership Information Submission Information
* Membership in HPNA is open to all residents 18 years or older residing * Send your articles, letters, and photos by the 10th of
within the boundaries of Hyde Park or within 300 feet of its boundaries. each month to Lorre Weidlich at

« University students are free. lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com.

Opinion articles & letters to the editor must not exceed 500

¢ All memberships expire on December 31st of each year.
words.

* New members and members who lapse in dues for over six months are . .
eligible to vote at HPNA meetings 30 days after receipt of dues. Send your poems to Charlotte Herzele at herzele@gmail.com.
All poems, even if written under a pen name, must include a

* Membership dues can be paid in several ways: By signing up at an HPNA
b b ye oy SEne Lh name and contact information for identification and verificatio

meeting or event, by mailing in the membership form, or by joining online
using PayPal. To pay online, go to www.austinhydepark.org and click on the purposes.
Join Now button. Dues paid online are $6.

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association Membership Form

Name Phone
Address

[ Notify me by email of HPNA meetings & events
Dues per Person [ ]Standard - $5/yr.

. [] Check Mailing Address:
UlSenior-$1/yr 30 HPNA Membership
[IStudent - Free PO. Box 49427
[INew Member Date Austin, Texas 78765
[IRenewing Member Amount__ Make checks payable to HPNA.
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COMPASS

Central Austin
Specialist

Sam Archer, Juice Real Estate Group
512.633.4650 | sam.archer@compass.com

As a Central Austin REALTOR and
resident, | have keen insight into what
makes this neighborhood special and
how to communicate that value to buyers
and sellers. | love this neighborhood and
that connection makes a difference.
Whether you are buying or selling, | will
help you with incomparable professional
experience and personal commitment
that goes beyond the transaction.

Average Sales Price: 2020—2022

845,217

$854,920 J U i C E

REAL ESTATE GROUP

$1.099,550

$800K $850K $900K $950K S$IM

For more detailed market information about your home, contact Sam Archer, Broker Associate.
All YTD data is pulled from Austin MLS for single family homes

2Y Compoass is a licensed real estate broker. All material is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors,

[Ij omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to the accuracy of any description or measurements (including square

nnnnnn footage). This is not intended to solicit property already listed. No financial or legal advice provided. Equal Housing Opportunity. Photos may be virtually staged or
digitally enhanced and may not reflect actual property conditions.
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Hyde Park Contact Team February 4 Special
Called Meeting: Historical Building Survey Report

he Hyde Park Neighborhood Plan

Contact Team will hold a special called
meeting this month to present and discuss
the City of Austin’s Historic Building Survey
Report. The survey was recently conducted in
Hyde Park and several other central Austin

neighborhoods.
When: Saturday, February 4, 3 to 5pm
Where: Church of Christ in Hyde Park, West 43rd
Street at Avenue B (Please enter from parking lot;
many thanks to the church for the use of their
space.)

Emily Thompson Payne, president of Hardy Heck
Moore and the city’s consultant for the project, will
present the survey’s findings, which include a ecom-
mendation for a Local Historic District in North Hyde
Park above 45th Street. The Contact Team will also
discuss possible next steps to consider any new local
historic districts and/or landmark designations.

The survey and report encompass several Central
Austin neighborhoods, but only the area within the
Hyde Park Neighborhood Plan will be discussed

at the February 4 meeting. Neighborhood Plan
boundaries are as follows:
North: 51st Street
South: 38th Street
East: Duval from 38th to 45th; Red River from 45th
Street to 51st Street
West: Guadalupe from 38th Street to 47th Street;
Rowena from 47th Street to 51st Street

The entire survey report, which is quite lengthy,
is available at the following link: https.//www.
austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Housing_%2
Planning/Historic % 20Preservation/Historic % 20
Surveys/2021_NCA_WestCampus_NUni_Heritage_
BrykerWoods_NHydePark/_Historic-Bldg-Survey_
North-Central-Austin_FINAL_2021-01-08.pdf.

Hope to see you on February 4 for what promises
to be an interesting discussion.

— Barbara Gibson
Chair, Hyde Park Neighborhood
Plan Contact Team

The Hyde Park Neighborhood Plan Contact Team is established under
Austin Land Development Code Section 25-1-805 and serves as
designated steward of the area’s city-approved Neighborhood Plan.

ome experience the new exhibition at the Elisa-

bet Ney Museum, the Mother the Witch the Hysteric,
by Annie May Johnston! The Museum continues to
present local contemporary female-identifying artists
within the walls of Miss Ney’s former studio, Formo-
sa. This spring, the Ney welcomes Johnston as she
works in collaboration with Elisabet Ney’s striking
sculpture of Lady Macbeth. Johnston’s unique print-
making practice employs new technologies alongside
traditional processes. Considering gendered traits, the
supernatural, and pseudo-science, her new artwork
combines images and interpretations of Lady Mac-
beth, Elisabet Ney, and herself. This exhibition is in
partnership with PrintAustin, an artist-led nonprofit
organization working to showcase traditional and

contemporary approaches in printmaking.

Johnston is an artist and mother holding a posi-
tion as Assistant Professor at The University of Texas
at Austin. She received her MFA in Print from The
University of Texas at Austin and holds undergrad-
uate degrees in Classics and Psychology from the
University of Colorado, Boulder. Johnston has shown
internationally and nationally, including shows in
Basel, New York, Houston, and London. Visit the
museum and experience her spring solo exhibition
displayed from January 25 to March 5 and join us for
her artist talk on March 4 from 2 to 4pm.

You can find out mo e about the Elisabet Ney Mu-
seum and the artists on our website at https.//www.
theney.org/.

or\d engaged hlg/7 SC/700/CO
’77,))(/
v %
C
GRIFFIN SCHOOL

Cultivating individual potential
and intellectual curiosity
www.gri'nschool .org
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REALTY
AUSTIN

| OCAL. we're for Here.
DATA.

PROCESS.
COMMUNICATION.

A home in Hyde Park is not just a house, but a way of living. With over 30 years of
experience in the neighborhood, we not only showcase your home, but connect
buyers to what makes Hyde Park an amazing place to live.

RECENT HYDE PARK LISTINGS

~
= 4

605 East 43rd Street 703 Keasbey Street 4613 Duval Street
SOLD SOLD SOLD

The Jen Berbas Team

Your Hyde Park Neighbor

Platinum Top 50 Austin Realtor 18-'22 [=]asty[=]
(512) 655-3830

JenBerbas@realtyaustin.com [=]
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HPNA General Meeting
Minutes: January 9, 2023

Meeting Topic: Crime Prevention

resident Kevin Heyburn opened the
meeting at 7:05 pm. He reminded
attendees of volunteer opportunities as co-

Secretary and on the Membership Committee.

Vote on Proposed HPNA 2023 Budget. David
Conner presented the proposed budget based on
Finance Committee estimates for 2023. Estimated in-
come is $42,000; expenses are estimated at $60,000.
David noted that the $18,000 deficit is a bookkee -
ing line, as expenses typically come in under estimate.
He also noted that there is money in the association’s
bank account to cover expenses should they be high-
er than usual.

Big budget items for 2023 include new mem-
bership software, storage facility rental, and a
Preservation and Development allowance. Volunteer
Appreciation is a new line item. Katie Turner ex-
plained that HPNA must pay $5000 to the city for Fire
Station Festival permits, along with occasional unan-
ticipated expenses. Though an Egg Scramble, another
line item, is not planned, there might be an Easter
Bunny Parade.

David explained that the Huffstickler line item re-
flects possible futu e maintenance costs for the pocket
park at 38th Street and Duval. He also noted that Kev-
in will coordinate a meeting with the co-Treasurers
and Steering Committee member Stephen Gonzalez
to explore strategies for increasing interest income.

Kevin called the question and the budget passed
with none opposed. Another vote will be called at the
February meeting to authorize the Steering Commit-
tee and HPNA officers’ spending authorit .

Crime Prevention Presentation by APD Officer
James Hyatt, Hyde Park’s APD District Represen-
tative. Officer Hyatt, who has been with the Austin
Police Department for 22 years, is one of two officers
assigned as a District Representative (DR) to the Hyde
Park area. He explained that the District Representa-
tive program is designed to deal with ongoing issues,
with the goal of responding promptly to residents’
calls and concerns.

With a current focus on the homeless, DRs are cur-
rently assisting in the cleanup of approximately 400
camps. In response to a question, Officer Hyatt no -
ed that camping is a Class C misdemeanor, and that
individuals who are charged generally return to their
former camping site. The city has provided 80 spots
for homeless camps. The state in turn has sponsored
Camp Esperanza, which has filled up quickl . The
perception is that state support is not sufficient to

Continued on page 9

Words of William, Bard of Avon
by der Brat
SHAKE SPEAREWORDS

HOWABOUTYOUEATNC
APROLOGUEGUACFOR

PREENINGUGMUCHCII
EARNPUTONBUNSOAP
UPONAUFOILOINNET
PUTINATTHI SSHEBU
SOHOWOIATTICS SWR
SIGNTOIATEVENTRE
EXUDNOTCNIGHTYIC
NIOBECICIDONUTNR
DAHWEREINPENSIKE
LETPKINDNESSIVLI
ORXUNDONEPOUTEEF
BEXARGLISTERSRSO

TRESSENDAMRPIBBS

[Numbers in parentheses = number of letters in answers]
1. The devil can cite _?_ for his purpose. (9)

2. No legacy is sorich as _?_ (7)
3. Though she be but little, she is _?_ (6)

4. What is pastis _?_ (8)
5. One touch of _?_make the whole world kin. (6)

6. _?_should be made of sterner stuff. (8)

7. Modest doubt is called the _?_ of the wise. (6)

8. With mirth’s laughter let old _?_ come. (8)

9. _?_be my friend. (8)
10. _?_is an idle and most false imposition. (10)

11. All that_?_ is not gold. (8)
12. _?_is the root of all heartache. (11)

13. My _?_ will tell the anger of my heart. (6)

14. _?_is the soul of wit. (7)
15. _?_ doth make cowards of us all. (10)

16. _?_always haunts the guilty mind. (9)

17. _?_is free. (7)
18. _?_in women ... shall win my love. (8)

19. Love is merely a _?_. (7)

o

Answers on page 14

/
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5108 Woodview Ave. - $2,495,000
4 beds + office - 3.5 baths - 3,660 sq. ft

==

£ ‘\ 3 i .
ﬂ .-
| g al®

5514 Evans Ave. - $1,190,000 604 E 42nd St. * $995,000 | Q707 Vista View Dr, * $855,000
Duplex - 6 beds - 4 baths - 2,516 sq. ft 3 beds - 2 baths - 1,515 sq. ft. 1 3 beds - 2 baths - 1980 sq. ft.

.f- . R i r o

SOLD

Lo R " T 1

3008 East 16th St. * $7:)5,000 4410 Hank Avenue. * $795,000

B & OLD
4521 Speedway * $795,000
3 beds - 2 bath - 1,224 sq. ft. 3 beds - 2 baths - 1,592 sq. ft. ‘ 2 beds - 2.5 baths - 1,616 sq. ft.

REAL ESTATE BY THE NUMBERS

Austin Board of Realtors, MLS data shown is for Austin area addresses December, 2022

MEDIAN PRICE FOR NEW LISTINGS
SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES ON THE MARKET
-3% 10 $457426 -15% to 1828
AVERAGE DAYS ACTIVE HOMES
ON THE MARKET ON THE MARKET
o)
+47 daysto (3 dGYS +275% t0 7,493
AVERAGE PENDING
@ INVENTORY SALES
+2.1 months to 2.7 months -22% 101949
Tam my You ng Contact us today for a free consultation. If you are considering
Owner, Broker, Realtor®. GRI, buying, selling or investing in Hyde Park, choose true Hyde

CRS, CLHMS, Million Dollar Guild Park experts.

512:695-:6940 www.seedpropertygroup.com
hello@seedpropertygroup.com

Office located in the neighborhood at Guadalupe and 41st. Poweredby C@OMPASS
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January Meeting Minutes...
...cont’d from page 7

meet Austin’s needs. In response to another question,
Officer Hyatt said that overnight camping at Austin
public parks is not allowed. He said he would look
into the issue at Shipe Park.

Officer Hyatt st essed the current APD staffing
crisis, noting that 350 officers a e currently eligible for
retirement. The APD eight-month Academy, which
trains 40 officers every year (and is shifting its focus
to more community policing), cannot make up the
shortfall; the city needs two academy classes a year
just to maintain current staff levels. Officer Hyatt also
noted that recruiting is difficult no , with competi-
tive pay being a critical factor; the Department is now
working with the city on a contract.

After noting that vehicle and residential burglar-
ies are the most common crimes committed in Hyde
Park, Officer Hyatt p ovided these safety tips:

* Be alert to jugging, a practice where individuals
sitting outside banks follow and rob their victims.

* Be aware of your surroundings; when you're in a
public place pay attention to who comes and who
goes.

* Remove from your vehicles —or hide —all items of
value.

* Walk around your residence looking for ways to
“harden the target,” that is, make your home un-
inviting to burglars: Make sure curtains close
completely and that the exterior is well lit. Re-
member that burglaries tend to happen in the day,
when many people are at work. Make it appear
that someone is inside when you are gone: Turn
the radio on, use automatic timers, try to suggest
activity.

Dogs are effective deterrents.

Watch out for one another! Keep an eye on your
neighbors” homes and report any suspicious
activity.

In response to a question about calling 911, Offi-
cer Hyatt noted that staff refer calls as appropriate.
He also noted that 311 contacts have up to five days
to respond to calls. After that, individuals can call the
department and speak to a supervisor. (District Repre-
sentatives do not investigate crimes.)

Officer Hyatt’s contact info will be on the HPN
website and Facebook. Kevin also recognized Kristen
Remeza as the neighborhood’s Crime and Safety li-
aison; her contact information is on the website and
page 2 of this newsletter.

Continued on page 12

Around & About the Avenues

Sunshine Community Gardens Spring Sale. Time to plan
your spring veggie garden! On Saturday, March 4, Sunshine
Community Gardens — Austin’s urban oasis that partners
with the Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired
and where organic food and fl wers have flourished since
1979 — will host its Annual Plant Sale. Gates open at 9am
with a musical parade. Learn from knowledgeable gardeners
while you choose from dozens of organic tomato, pepper, and
herb varieties;, teach your child to pull a fresh carrot from the
ground; and visit the booths of local vendors. There will be
20,000 plants at 4814 Sunshine Drive! For more information,
visit: sunshinecommunitygardens.org.

sirka

Thank You from Ridgetop Girl Scout Troop. Girl Scout
Troop 1387, who marched in the Hyde Park Holiday Parade,
sent the HPNA a Thank You for hosting the parade. Thank
you, Ridgetop Girl Scouts, for your participation!

1 At
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( N
tree service
tree trimming * tree removal * raising canopy g%
+ skilled arborists * fully insured -« i B Ehﬁ- —
Philip Williams Kieron Williams ASKRACHEL
(512) 363-0741 (512) 300-6640 NATION Clients come first, plain and simple
Family-owned and operated right here i i Al Skl ¥
in Hyde Park on the avenues of light.
* in umbra ﬂoruimus . :;'/-.'..' :.H“r: I.-.L.N::'. ,.A::";;: (P
k J ACHELEERACHELM, IO

"~ First Light
.:”Books

" AFIRST LOOK AT MEMBERSHIPS, MERCH, AND MORE - FIRSTLIGHTAUSTIN.COM"

YOUR VEW
UVEIGHBORHOOD
BOOKSHOP

First Light is a lovingly operated,
independent bookshop and café set to
open in spring 2023 in the old post
seven days a

office. Lights on early,

week. See you there.

$
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I-35 Expansion Plans...
...cont’d from page 1

Concerned that this project will burden central
Austin neighborhoods with nearly a decade of con-
struction for a design that will neither help ease the
frustration of congestion or improve the quality of life
in surrounding neighborhoods, the HPNA Steering
Committee, along with HPNA’s NCINC representa-
tives Kathy Jackson and Duncan Meisel, have crafted
a letter to deliver to TxDOT during its public com-
ment period, which ends on March 7.

This public comment period is a critical window
for submitting feedback to TxDOT on this once-in-
a-lifetime project and is the last chance for public
input prior to TxDOT’s final design, anticipated this
summer. The HPNA Steering Committee strongly rec-
ommends that all Hyde Park residents provide their
feedback directly to TxDOT at https.//my35capex.com/
draft-eis/.

At our February General Meeting, Hyde Park res-
idents will take up a vote on whether to endorse the
Steering Committee’s letter to TxDOT. The full text of
the draft letter is as follows:

The Hyde Park Neighborhood Association (HPNA) submits
the following feedback on the Texas Department of Transporta-
tion's 1-35 Capital Express Central Project Draft Environmental
Impact Statement (DEIS).

Decades of uncertainty over the future of Interregional High-
way 35 (I-35) have blighted and disconnected neighborhoods
along it; impeded east-west travel and imperiled the safety of
people traveling on foot, by bicycle, and in cars; and left residents
concerned for the long-term health of their families and commu-
nities. A renovation is long overdue.

But expanding the Central Segment of I-35 is not the an-
swer. We can reasonably agree that improvements to I-35 are
badly needed, but we also recognize that when TxDOT expands
capacity on our roadways, more vehicle traffic follows congestion
worsens, and the roadways become more dangerous. Neigh-
borhoods through which TxDOT has chosen to expand highways
disproportionately bear the brunt of increased pollution, nega-
tive financial impacts and years of construction disruption.

As a pragmatic response to the DEIS, HPNA recognizes that
TxDOT possesses the directive and funding to expand the physi-
cal footprint of I-35 as part of its Capital Express Central project;
and, despite growing concerns that previous community com-
ments are not sufficiently eflected in cur ent design alternatives,
we accept the need to work with TxDOT in this current project to
minimize the many negative outcomes for human health and vi-
brancy in central Austin neighborhoods.

For almost 50 years, HPNA has fostered a closer, more gen-
uine community of neighbors and worked to preserve and
improve the historic and unique character, amenities, and ecol-
ogy of the neighborhood. The current I-35 expansion proposal
is incompatible with our shared goals of creating a healthy
neighborhood and represents a potential permanent barrier to
accomplishing them in the future.

Therefore, HPNA calls for revisions to TxDOT's preferred alter-
native Modified Alternative 3 and conditions any future support
for TxDOT's expansion of I-35 upon TxDOT and the City of Austin
committing to the following design elements for the entire Cen-
tral Segment:
® Increase the total number and frequency of at-grade crossings.

I-35 severely limits east and west access between neighbor-
hoods and creates unnecessary obstacles to travel. Modified
Alternative 3 does not provide badly-needed additional
crossing opportunities, maintaining disconnection between
neighborhoods. At a minimum, TxDOT should provide a fully
accessible crossing at least every half mile on I-35 and pedes-
trians and bicyclists should never be relegated to tunnels or
raised crossings simply to cross the street.

® Enable covering I-35 in north central Austin and other loca-
tions not previously enabled by TxDOT. "Decking” or "capping”
over the highway provides clear community benefit by emov-
ing noise and air pollution from neighborhoods and creating
new shared public spaces. TxDOT should commit to designing
for future covering of I-35 through residential neighborhoods
along I-35, not just in central business districts as currently pro-
posed. Trade-offs such as removal of ramps should be weighed
against other community benefits that can be achieved
through additional covering of I-35.

* Reduce the physical impact of I-35 on surrounding neighbor-
hoods. Surface streets should reflect City o Austin standards,
including street trees and designs that are compatible with
urban neighborhoods. The current plans do not sufficiently
support the safety, comfort, and health of all users. TxDOT has
demonstrated the ability to work within areas of limited right-
of-way in this project; this innovation should be employed
more extensively to reduce crossing distances and right-of-
way needed for the project, which should be limited to 30 mph
speeds or less and limited to no more than two lanes in each
direction.

We also call on City Council and the City of Austin to sup-
port the health of residents and neighborhoods-who are affected
daily by I-35 and face the harm of increased air, water, and noise
pollution and health impacts such as asthma, particularly in chil-
dren, and who will live with nearly a decade of construction
impacts if this project moves forward-by identifying and support-
ing revisions to Modified Alternative 3 that further common goals
of health, access, and community strength.

Each time TxDOT has acted on community input on I-35, a
better version of the project has followed. The current design will
benefitf om greater, deliberate engagement with HPNA and its
close neighbors; and we look forward to seeing revisions to put
this project on a path toward better supporting the needs of trav-
elers and commuters as well as the communities who live with
-35 every day.

Respectfully submitted,

On behalf of the Hyde Park
Neighborhood Association
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HYDE PARK
408 E.43dSt. = 512/459-8922

Hyde Park Neighbors —

Biggs Plumbing, a commercial contractor for
over 40 years, is now providing residential
service.

Consider us for your:

* Kitchen and bath remodeling
* New tankless water heaters
* Service calls

We live in the neighborhood and understand
the challenges of older plumbing. Let us help
you with your next project.

512—-837-5955
service@biggsplumbing.com
http://www.biggsplumbing.com

Biggs
O) Plumbing
Company

TX Masters License M36811

January Meeting Minutes...
...cont’d from page 9

Update on Membership Software and Discus-
sion of Possible Raising of Membership Dues. Chris
Wooster described the new system, called GlueUp, as
a very effective database software that will replace the
current use of spreadsheets for tracking membership.
Prospective members will be able to join through
email and pay online using credit or debit card. QR
codes can be scanned, and there will be an auto-re-
new option. People can continue to pay with checks
or cash if they prefer.

The contract with GlueUp has been finalized, and
membership database and emails have been set up.

7 The software is now being tested, and will soon be

available through the HPNA website. Members will
shortly get an email reminder to renew for 2023. (Note
that members who paid dues in October 2022 are con-
sidered paid up through this year.) In the second
phase, about 600 residents who are not current mem-
bers will be invited to join.

Chris noted the software will help HPNA main-
tain healthy membership rolls. Membership numbers
have been declining over the years. This is especially
undesirable because when neighborhood association
numbers dwindle, the neighborhood’s influence with
the city diminishes. The new system will also provide
up-to-date membership data.

On the topic of membership dues, Kevin asked
that discussion be postponed until more information
is collected.

Update on I-35. Brendan Wittstruck briefly
summarized the work of North Central I-35 Neigh-
borhood Coalition (NCINC), of which he is Chair.
NCINC is a coalition of 13 Austin neighborhood asso-
ciations that is trying to get the best possible outcome
with respect to the I 35 Capital Express Project. This
TxDOT project proposes a complete rebuild of I-35
between Highway 290 and State Highway 71 (Ben
White Boulevard). Brendan noted that the plan in-
volves widening I-35 by up to a hundred feet through
north central Austin without adding any additional
crossings or other improvements that would improve
the quality of life for residents living along and near
the highway.

Brendan explained that TxDOT began its required
environmental review in November 2020 and released
a Draft Environmental Impact Statement last week.
The Statement includes an assessment of two design
alternatives and a “no-build” alternative and covers
environmental consequences including right-of-way
and displacements, community impacts, cultural re-
sources, water and biological features, air quality,
noise, induced growth, and construction impacts,
among other criteria.

Continued on page 14
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Recycling Journeys

My readers often ask, “What happens

to some of the items we recycle?” This
issue of “Lettuce Recycle” will explore the
journey of metal, styrofoam, electronics, and
tires after they leave the City of Austin’s
Recycle & Reuse Drop-Off Center (RRDOC).

Styrofoam

Styrofoam cups, meat trays, egg cartons, and
so forth are collected at the RRDOC. They are then
shredded and melted to condense the material for
shipping. The material is then sent to various manu-
facturing facilities to be made into products such as
baseboards, crown molding, and attic insulation.

Electronics

Electronic devices contain valuable precious met-
als such as gold, silver, platinum, palladium, copper,
tin, and zinc. When they are disassembled, these pre-
cious metals are recovered and used in products such
as jewelry, plating, new electronics, and automotive
parts. Plastic components are used in new electronic
devices or other plastic products. All electronic de-
vices are sent to a company in the Dallas-Fort Worth
area. This company meets very strict standards for
wiping hard drives to protect the security of the do-
nors.

Metal

Various metals and steel are baled and shipped
to a steel mill or foundry, where they are mixed with
other metals like automobile parts. Everything is
melted in a furnace at nearly 3000 degrees. They are
then cast into ingots (bricks) to be used in manufac-
turing.
Tires

Tires are sent to a vendor to be shredded. This
material is then used for making road beds and play-
ground surfaces.

Leaves - The Gift that Keeps on Giving!

Leaf collection in Austin is an ongoing process
during the fall, winter, and spring. Here are some
guidelines to help with leaf disposal.

Leaves are collected curbside in the green com-
post bin. They can also be placed in paper leaf bags
and personal collection cans. There is cur-
rently a limit of 15 extra bags or cans per
household per pickup. These leaves
I go to Organics by Gosh, where they
are turned into compost. Organ-
ics by Gosh is the City’s contracted
compost company, located in Elgin,
Texas.

Please do not put leaves in plastic
bags curbside. They are collected as trash
and the customer is charged $10.20 (plus tax) per bag.
These leaves go to the landfill

Questions and Answers

Why do we still have to make an appointment to
go to the Recycle & Reuse Drop-Off Center? As with
most industries post-COVID, the RRDOC has had
difficulty obtaining and keeping employees. Sche -
uling appointments has become a way of assisting
them in scheduling staff. The quickest link to sched-
ule an appointment is https;//www.austintexas.gov/
dropoffschedule.

Are the plastic netting that is wrapped around
Christmas trees and the net-like bags that lemons
and oranges come in recyclable in the plastic bag
collection bins? No, they are not. It is difficult to ha -
dle and process at the facilities that recycle plastic.

My Keurig cup says “recyclable.” Is it? No, the
single-use coffee and tea pods are not recyclable in
our market. The containers are too small to be collect-
ed for processing.

Can greeting cards with batteries be recycled?
The batteries need to be removed from the musical
greeting cards and be recycled with batteries. Once
the battery is out, the rest of the card can go into the
recycling bin, providing it doesn’t have any glitter,
ﬂo\glﬂimgn|Q|r||thﬁ|ﬁ\ﬁ’lﬂnmmﬁmt{ﬁ|mmlﬁhﬁuﬁ?ﬁl|du||||||||||||||||||||

=) PLEASE REMEMBER -
WHEN IN DOUBT, THROW IT OUT!

NOTHING SMALLER THAN A
CREDIT CARD IN THE BLUE BIN.

Remember the City of Austin recycling website:
http./fwww.austintexas.gov/what-do-i-do.
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Stay tuned for future tips for creative ways to
recycle or reuse. If you have any questions or recy-
cling ideas, please send them to

, recycling@hpwbana.org. .
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Pecan Press is online at
www.austinhydepark.org
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It’s My Park Day...

...cont’d from page 1

January Meeting Minutes...
...cont’d from page 12

This is your opportunity to pitch in to improve our
play areas, show love to our trees, clean up Waller
Creek, and prepare the park for the months ahead.
Bring your kids to instill in them early the practices of
volunteerism and stewardship.

Friends of Shipe Park will host It's My Park Day
at Shipe Park on Saturday, March 4, from lam to 1pm.
Sign up will begin on February 7. (Keep an eye out
for a signup link on the Friends of Shipe Park website
and Facebook page as well as the neighborhood list
serve.)

For those who are not familiar with it, It's My
Park Day (IMPD) is a citywide event organized by
the Austin Parks Foundation to galvanize volunteers
to improve our neighborhood parks. Friends of Shipe
Park sponsors the IMPD activities at the park, and we
always have a robust turnout for the work done there.
IMPD is a wonderful community event that will help
the park while you get to know your neighbors. There
is nothing like digging in the dirt, weeding, and aer-
ating around your favorite old tree next to a bunch of
friendly folks with common interests. Come join us!

As in years past, we'll have similar groundskeep-
ing goals:

* Mulching trees

* Spreading compost

* Cleanup of the landscape and beds around the
pool

We will also ask volunteers to bring garden tools
if they have them (and make sure to label them with
your name, so they make it home with you at the
end!). These are the kinds of things we can always
use:

* Work gloves

* Wheelbarrow (we always need more of these then
we have)

* Garden forks

* Shovels

* Pitchfork

* Water bottle

* Wheelbarrow (yes, I listed it twice — we really do
need them!)

It’s going to be a fun few hours of hard work and
good times together! There will be snacks provided by
Quack’s, along with music. Please wear work clothes
and long sleeves.

And if you'd like to learn more about the Friends
of Shipe Park, and how to get involved both for this
event and in general, contact Jill Nokes (jill@jillnokes.
com).

— Kristen Remeza

Among several alternatives, the Modified Alterna-
tive 3 is now the preferred option. TxDOT estimates
this design will cost $4.5 billion, expand 1-35 by 42
acres (including 107 displacements), and have a mini-
mum construction length of six years.

The 60-day public comment period spans Janu-
ary 6 to March 7. TxDOT will also host a virtual and
in-person public hearing on February 9 from 5 to
7pm.

Brendan encouraged members to comment:

* email: capexcentral@txdot.gov

* voicemail comment: (512) 651-2948

* mail: I-35 Capital Express Central Project Team,
1608 W. 6th Street, Austin, TX 78703

* online: My35CapEx.com or TxDOT.gov

Brendan also asked that members consider contact-
ing City Council with concerns:

* Mayor Kirk Watson

¢ Council Member Zohaib “Zo” Qadri, District 9

For the next step, Brendan and HPNA officials
will draft a resolution providing feedback and con-
cerns to TxDOT. At the HPNA February meeting the
resolution will be presented and put to a vote.

At next month’s meeting the issues will be ex-
plored in greater depth, including the part of the plan
involving the 45th Street and Airport Boulevard ex-
change.

You can contact Brendan at brwittstruck@gmail.
com. For more information, see his January 9 email to
the Hyde Park Neighborhood Group.

The invited speaker from Helping Hand Home
for Children was not able to attend the meeting. She
plans to present at the February meeting.

During general announcements, Jim Ellinger not-
ed that a new mural honoring César Chéavez, founder
of the United Farm Workers of America, was unveiled
on January 9 at Waller and Cesar Chavez Streets. Jim
provided attendees with photocopied documents
about Chéavez's life and accomplishments.

Kevin adjourned the meeting at 8:15 pm.

— Minutes submitted by Katie Vignery
HPNA Co-Secretary

4 Word Find Answers from page 7 )
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1)SCRIPTURE; 2)HONESTY;
3)FIERCE; 4)PROLOGUE;
5)NATURE; 6)AMBITION;
7)BEACON; 8)WRINKLES;

9)BOLDNESS; 10)REPUTATION;
11)GLISTERS; 12)EXPECTATION;
13)TONGUE; 14)BREVITY; 15)
CONSCIENCE; 16)SUSPICION;
17)THOUGHT; 18)KINDNESS;
19)MADNESS

P
T
L

] ﬁ;l

II
50

C

\

Page 14 — February 2023 — Pecan Press



Local Hyde Park builder crafting modern

conveniences into mid-century designs

- Custom homes in Hyde Park and nearby areas
- Kitchen, bath, and whole house remodels
-Hardwood floors, doors, desks, and cabinetry
-Decks, porches, patios, pergolas, and more

(CRAFTSMAN
(COLLECTIVE

Period Construction - Skilled Trades

™M Info@CraftsmanCollective.net
© AustinCraftsmanCollective - Call/Text 512-337-6774
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Happy New Year! If one of your resolutions involves
buying or selling a home in 2023, I can help. The Austin
real estate market is constantly changing, and Kuper
Sotheby’s International Realty has the best marketing
tools and global network to help you achieve your
goals. Contact Suzanne Pringle, your neighborhood ex-
pert, today for a complimentary market analysis and
customized marketing plan for your property. Check out
new listings for sale on Instagram @hydeparkrealtor.

Suzanne Pringle

Broker, REALTOR®
512.217.1047
suzanne.pringle@sothebysrealty.com

INTERNATIONAL REALTY




