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Meetin'g

he Hyde Park Neighborhood Asso-
ciation will not hold a January meet-
ing. We wish all Hyde Park residents a
wonderful New Year and look forward
to seeing all of you at the February
meeting on February 5, 2018, at 7 pm
at Griffin School.

Note: HPNA meetings usually take place on
the first Monday of each month.

News from the Ney

appy New Year everyone!
Here’s hoping for a good,
safe, peaceful year to come.

The Elisabet Ney Museum will
welcome the New Year as always
with its beloved Saturday Morning
Drawing Salons! Every Saturday in
January, from 10 to noon, the muse-
um will host free structured drawing
classes featuring exercises using
Elisabet Ney’s amazing statues as
models. You can also draw the won-
derful building! All materials and
professional guidance are avail-
able just for asking. Again, that’s 10
am until noon, Saturday mornings,
in January. It's family friendly and
doesn’t require a reservation.

Also, from Thursday, Janu-
ary 11 through Sunday, February
18, the Museum will be featuring
a very unique, curated special ex-
hibition: AWXAW: Austin Women
by Austin Women. Celebrate the
vibrant spirit of Austin’s women
through their work, their subjects,
and their stories in this unique
collection of portraits of Austin
women captured by Austin wom-
en photographers. Artists include
Ave Bonar, Amalia Diaz, Christa
Blackwood, Hannah Neal, and Er-
ica Wilkins. An artists’ reception
will be held Thursday, January 11,
from 6:30 until 8:30 pm.

And on Saturday January 27,
at 2 pm, join photographers fea-
tured in AWXAW: Austin Women
by Austin Women, for an Artists’
Talk, as they discuss their inspira-
tion, technique, and subjects.
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Hyde Park Holiday Party:

Friendship, the Wish Tree, and a Great Time!

n December 10, the Hyde Park Neighborhood Association hosted a

holiday party for all to enjoy. Neighbors and friends gathered at the
Elisabet Ney Museum to celebrate the season, neighborhood volunteers,
and friendship. Over cheese and crackers donated by Central Market,
sweet
treats,
and spar-
kling
drinks,
attendees
admired
Ney’s
sculp-
tures,
hung
wishes on
the Wish
Tree,
and had
custom
poetry
created
on-the-
spot by
the Typewriter Rodeo. The lines for these spontaneous works of art were
often a couple of neighbors deep - check out the examples on pages 8
and 9!

Special guests attending the party included Mayor Steve Ad-
ler and his wife Diane Lund, Lieutenant Don Caldwell and the A-shift
firefighters from the Hyde Park Fire Station Engine 9, County Tax Collec-
tor and Hyde Park neighbor Bruce Elfant, and Travis County Constable
Carlos B. Lopez.

Gifts dropped off at the party from our neighbors for the young res-
idents at the Helping Hand Home included toys; musical instruments;
building blocks; art supplies; and over a dozen books, gift cards, and do-
nations.

Thanks to Oliver Franklin and Lindsay Barras of the Ney along with
the Ney’s docents who helped out at the event, Hyde Park volunteers in-
cluding Phil Siebert and Natalie Freeburg, our indefatigable Membership
co-Chair Karen Saadeh, and all others who lent a hand.

Diane Lund, Mayor Adler, and Karen McGraw photo by Betsy Clubine



From the Desk of the President

OO

irst of all, let me wish you a wonderful new year. As the years go by, the neighborhood

faces new and ever changing issues. While the last year saw its unique challenges - the
sale of the Baker Center, the possible parole of Pearl Moen, and the continued march of
CodeNEXT (and that does not even touch on the array of issues stemming from our state and
federal governments) - this next year will also have its challenges. First and foremost, the
final draft of CodeNEXT is due to be released. While none of us knows what will be included
in this final draft of CodeNEXT, we have some clues from the earlier drafts. Most of Hyde
Park is likely to be unchanged from its current zoning because our NCCDs will be retained;
but that does not mean that the neighborhood will be completely exempted from the impact

of the changes.

Changes that increase the num-
ber of residents in areas of the
city where there is not sufficient
infrastructure will only lead to in-
creased congestion and flooding
and negatively impact the quali-
ty of life for all of us. And it is our
role as good neighbors to be cog-
nizant of the issues facing our
neighbors and work with them to
help them ensure that these pro-
posed changes do not negatively
affect their quality of life. That
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is the meaning of being a good
neighbor.

Additionally, while the pro-
posed zoning agreement with
Alamo was approved by the mem-
bership last month, that does not
mean that the issue has been set-
tled. This proposal is just the start
of the process at the City, and there
will be additional changes to the
day-to-day feeling of the area. The
neighborhood association will
continue to be actively involved
in the process, making sure that
neighbors’ interests are protect-
ed. Additionally, this process does
not circumvent any of the official
city processes that will need to take
place to approve this proposal, in-
cluding meeting the requirements
of the Historic Landmark Commis-
sion.

While these are only two of the
major issues facing the neighbor-
hood this coming year, there are
many more community-building
activities such as the Historic Hyde
Park Homes Tour, the Egg Scram-
ble, and the Fire Station Festival to
look forward to. I hope your new
year is off to a wonderful start and
I look forward to seeing you at our
February general meeting.

— Reid Long
HPNA President
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— HPNA Officers & Steering Committee —

President
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Co-Secretary ¢ Susan Marshall...................oo... pro47f@att.com
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Co-Treasurers * PO Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765
* Susanna Walker... suzwalkercpa@gmail.com
* Lorre Weidlich Iweidlich@grandecom.net
Additional Steering Committee Members:
* Sharon Brown ¢ Lisa Harris * Kevin Heyburn * Dorothy
Richter * Charlie Sawtelle * Phil Siebert * Karin Wilkins ¢

— HPNA Committees & Task Forces —
AISD ¢ Anne Hebert, anne@annehebert.com
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jawilli@grandecom.net
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Finance * David Conner, daypaycon@yahoo.com
Flooding * (unfilled)
Graffiti Patrol * Lisa Harris, ljharrisus@yahoo.com
420-0652
Homes Tour * Carolyn Grimes, cgrimes@cbunited.com
Membership ¢ Sharon Brown, donsharon4213@sbcglobal.net
* Karen Saadeh, kdmatthis@gmail.com

Neighborhood Planning ¢ Karen McGraw, megrawka@earthlink.net
Neighborhood Outreach & Communications * Sharon Brown,
donsharon4213@sbcglobal.net
Parks & Public Space * Mark Fishman, mlfishman@gmail.com

Social * Sarah Cook, cooksicle@gmail.com

Social Media Coordinator ¢ Ellie Hanlon,
ellie.hanlon@gmail.com

Tree Preservation ¢ John Walewski, jwalewski@civil.tamu.edu
Website * Graham Kunze, grahamkunze@gmail.com

Zoning * Dorothy Richter, 3901 Ave. G 452-5117
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In Memori am Our neighbor Cliff Barr died on December 3, 2017. He

was 93 years old.

o
Cllff B ary Clifford Lawrence Barr was born on Christmas Day, 1923, in Gulf,
Texas. Shortly after he started college in Lubbock, his life path changed

when the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor. Cliff and many of his bud-
dies immediately enlisted to fight in World War II. Cliff joined the
Army Air Corps and served in China, where he completed 23 com-
bat missions in a B-25 Mitchell Bomber. On one of those missions, his
plane and its pilot were shot down and Cliff and his fellow crew mem-
bers had to abandon their plane and parachute behind enemy lines.
Fortunately, they all managed to make it safely back to their unit.
During the war, Cliff was promoted to 1st Lieutenant and was award-
ed two Air Medals and a Purple Heart.

After returning home, Cliff graduated from UT with a degree in
chemical engineering and became a Registered Professional Engineer.
His career spanned 40 years with
Shell Oil Company, Texas Gulf Sul-
phur Company, and Gulf Resources
and Chemical Corporation. In 1988,
he retired as the President of IMV
Corporation.

Cliff was married to Lucy Barr for
64 happy years. They had three sons, Jim, Steve and Tom; seven grandchil-
dren; and seven great grandchildren. After Lucy passed away, Cliff moved to
Avenue H, to a house just a few blocks away from the home of his son Jim on
Duval. Jim and Cliff would regularly meet twice a day at Cliff’s house, in the
morning for coffee at 6:00 am and in the afternoon for cocktails at 5:00 pm.
Their cocktail hours were always a pleasure to attend. Cliff favored scotch,
Jim preferred bourbon. Also dropping in on the festivities were members of
Clift’s “Ginger Mafia” - four orange cats under Cliff’s loving care.

Cliff was always a relaxed and welcoming host. He was great at grilling
meat, knew how to bake excellent pecan and lemon meringue pies, and created amazing peanut brittle. Cliff
was also blessed with intelligence and good health and lived independently until his last day. He passed from
this life while asleep in his bed at his home in Hyde Park.
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Membership Information Submission Information

* Membership in HPNA is open to all residents 18 years or older residing | ¢ Send your articles, letters, and photos by the 10th of each

within the boundaries of Hyde Park or within 300 feet of its boundaries. month to Lorre Weidlich at Iweidlich@grandecom.net.

* All memberships expire on September 30th of each year. Opinion articles & letters to the editor must not exceed 500

* New members and members who lapse in dues for over six months are words.

eligible to vote at HPNA meetings 30 days after receipt of dues. * Send your poems to Charlotte Herzele at herzele@gmail.com.
* Membership dues can be paid in several ways: By signing up at an All poems, even if written under a pen name, must include a name
HPNA meeting or event, by mailing in the membership form, or by and contact information for identification and verification purposes.

joining online using PayPal. To pay online, go to www.austinhydepark.
org and click on the Join Now button. Dues paid online are $6.

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association Membership Form

Name Phone
Address
[ Notify me by email of HPNA meetings & events

Dues per Person  [Standard - $5/yr. [ Check Mailing Address:

[ISenior - $1/yr. (] Cash HPNA Membership
P.O. Box 49427

[INew Member ~ Date Austin, Texas 78765
[IRenewing Member Amount___ Make checks payable to HPNA.

Pecan Press — January 2018 — Page 3


http://www.austinhydepark.org
http://www.austinhydepark.org
mailto:lweidlich@grandecom.net

The
HYDE PARK SPECIALIST
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SAM ARCHER

Every house in Hyde Park has a story. | have lived
and invested in Hyde Park for nearly 20 years. | love
this neighborhood and that makes a difference.
Whether you are buying or selling, | will help you
with unparalleled professional experience that goes

beyond the transaction.

HELPING CLIENTS
BUY AND SELL
IN AUSTIN WITH
INTEGRITY AND
UNPARALLELED

REPRESENTATION

512.633.4650

sam@archeraustin.com

Certified Negotiation Expert®

/9 HYDE PARK AREA:
&Y/ YTD SALES IN REVIEW

2015

NUMBER OF HOMES SOLD 20 18

19

AVERAGE SALES PRICE

$564,709
AVERAGE SQ FT 1.508
AVERAGE SOLD $/SQ FT

§376.77

MEDIAN DAYS ON MARKET 37 DAYS

§532,583
1,912
$340.44

40 DaYS

§615,250

1,661
$389.16

44 pays

All statistics & square footage are from Austin MLS for Single Family Residence taken 08/10/2007 from the Austin MLS.
LLIE S -
I

JUicg

®
E 4
LEsrare

For detailed market information about your home, contact 5am Archer, Broker,

JUICEHOMES.COM
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Around & About the Avenues

HPNA President Interviewed about Baker School Sale.
During late November and early December, HPNA President
Reid Long was interviewed for two articles about the sale of
Baker School. In an article for Spectrum News (“Austin ISD
sells HQ and other properties, moves south” by Jeff Stensland,
November 27, 2017), Reid described the collaboration pro-
cess: ““They’ve come to us as a willing partner and see us as a
partner in the project. The second phase as we understand it
would include some form of housing — most likely multifam-
ily.” In the first phase, Long said, Alamo Drafthouse plans to
refurbish the 106-year-old building and use it as its corporate
headquarters.” For a feature for KUT radio (“What Is Alamo
Drafthouse Going To Do With An Austin School Property In
Hyde Park?” by Claire Mclnerny, December 1, 2017), Reid
described the plans for the site: “My understanding is that

a large portion of it would be their corporate headquarters
and the headquarters for all their subsidiaries.” Long met
with Alamo’s architect about potential plans. Based on these
conversations, he said he expects the school building to be
preserved. “The format of the main building that is current-
ly there would be retained,” he said. ‘Some of the interior
would be remodeled.”

thwdtdd

Bruce Elfant Named Tax Assessor-Collector of the Year.
Bruce Elfant, long-time resident of Hyde Park, was named
the 2017 Tax Assessor-Collector of the Year by the Tax As-
sessor-Collector Association of Texas. He was recognized
for his devotion to public interest, civic duty, and social jus-
tice. He was the first to adopt the Property Assessed Clean
Energy Program, which provides businesses and nonprofit
organization with low-cost long-term financing for projects
involving energy conservation; he adopted an online map-
ping service that shows the county areas with the fewest
registered voters; and, through his efforts, Travis County

( Monthly Calendar )
January

4 — DRC Meeting

5 — Recycling Pickup

6 — Saturday Morning Drawing Salon at the Ney

8 — Steering Committee Meeting
11 — Opening Reception for AWXAW:

Austin Women by Austin Women at the Ney

13 — Saturday Morning Drawing Salon at the Ney
16 — Frontera Fest begins at Hyde Park Theatre
19 — Recycling Pickup
20 — Saturday Morning Drawing Salon at the Ney
21 — 3M Half Marathon through Hyde Park
22 — (ontact Team Meeting
27 — Saturday Morning Drawing Salon at the Ney

27 — Artists'Talk at the Ney

was the first county in Texas to fully pilot WebDealer, the on-
line titling and registration service for the Texas Department
of Motor Vehicles. Bruce has held leadership roles in numer-
ous community committees and has received other awards

in his career with Travis County. In the speech he gave at his
recognition luncheon in late November, he stated, “In this age
of political rancor and divisiveness, the state’s tax assessor-col-
lectors, who are elected Democrats and Republicans, are a
shining example of how people from different parties can
work together. We can engage in healthy debate on issues that
impact our offices, but we respect each other and are always
unified under a singular goal to deliver exceptional customer
service to the people we serve in our counties.”

AN e

First Hyde Park Artisans’ Market a Success. Despite being
rained out on December 16, the Hyde Park Artisans’ Market,
under the organizational leadership of Leila Levinson, set up

and presented a beautiful array of artistic products to the public
on December 17. This event gave Hyde Parkers a perfect op-
portunity to shop close to home for unique, hand-crafted items.
Leila hopes to make the Artisans’ Market an annual event.

AUF

Save the Date for the Egg Scramble. Mark your calendar for
the Sixth Annual Hyde Park Egg Scramble at Shipe Park on
Saturday, March 31, 2018, from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm. This
HPNA event, sponsored by Grande Communications, is open
to everyone in the neighborhood! There will be popcorn,
snow cones, and cotton candy as well as many fun activities
including a bounce house, a face painter, and a balloon twist-
er — all free to Hyde Parkers who attend the event!

AN e

Continued on page 7
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OPENING SUMMER 2018

INDEPENDENT LIVING o ASSISTED LIVING « MEMORY CARE

An exceptional central Austin location with comfortable hospitality wrapped
in modern sophistication. You'll be inspired by exquisite cuisine, enriching
programs, individualized services, signature amenities and elegantly appointed
homes. The Village at The Triangle offers a superior experience that is centered

around you, the neighborhood you love and the lifestyle you deserve.

‘
THE VILLAGE

AyHETRIANGLE BRIDGEWOOD m

REALESTATE

— PARTNERS —

LIVE LIFE WELL® RETIREMENTCTMANAGEMENT

512-323-0933

Information Center NOW OPEN
4600 Triangle Ave #6102 ¢ Austin, TX 78751
www.villageatthetriangle.com
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Around & About the Avenues

...contd from page 5

New Service from Austin Public Library. Readers and film
aficionados will be happy to learn that Austin Public Library
has added to its online offerings an enormous collection of
videos through Kanopy, a streaming service similar to Net-
flix. All you need to access it is your Austin public library
card. Kanopy offers 30,000 films, of which 60 percent are
documentaries. There are also feature films, rare and hard to
find titles, and classic films. If you want to see a documentary
about politics, sports, or religion or a cinematic masterpiece
by Charlie Chaplin or Ingmar Bergman, you can find them on
Kanopy. Access Kanopy from the Austin Public Library web-
site using your home computer, or use various other devices
and platforms like Roku, iOS, and Android. You don’t need to
go to the library to use Kanopy; Kanopy can come to you.

aUES L]

Chad Crow Wins an Emmy and a Clio for his Political Ad.
Hyde Parker Chad Crow, who works as a political campaign
manager, recently won both a regional Emmy and a Public
Relations/Public Affairs Clio award for an ad he created for
candidate Gerald Daugherty’s successful re-election cam-
paign in Travis County. The 60-second ad, “Please Re-Elect
Gerald...Please,” will be familiar to many Hyde Parkers. The
Clio Awards is an annual award program that recognizes in-
novation and creative excellence in advertising, design, and
communication. Chad’s company, KC Strategies, becomes
the first firm in the nearly six-decade long history of the Clio
award program to be recognized for a political campaign ad-
vertisement. The Emmy, for Outstanding Achievement for

a Single Spot Commercial, was presented by The Lone Star
Chapter of the National Academy of Television Arts & Sci-
ences. About the Emmy, Chad states, “Well it’s not that big a
deal. It’s a regional Emmy, but the statue is the same.”

AN e

Hyde Park Theatre Welcomes the Return of Frontera Fest.
Every night from January 16 through February 17, 2018,
Hyde Park Theatre will be hosting its annual Frontera Fest.
Frontera Fest presents a new, unjuried bill of four or five
plays per evening, each no longer than 25 minutes. A given
evening could include monologues, plays in progress, comedy
improvs, cabaret singers, avant-garde dances, and even short
films and multimedia presentations. On each Saturday, there
is a juried Best of the Week performance, and during the last
week, February 13-17, Hyde Park Theatre presents the juried
Best of the Fest (plus a few wild cards!). For more information
about Frontera Fest, go to www. hydeparktheatre.org.

AN e

Continued on page 11
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GROCERY - MARKET « DELI

HYDE PARK
408 E.43rdSt. = 512/459-8922

CELEBRATING

>60):

YEARS

We design and build around you
so you feel right, at home.

[a]

z
CGSDB.COM | 512.444.1580 CG<S
DESIGN-BUILD
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Cellc;:brratzm»g the Holidays at the Ney

Superheroes

Batman! Superman! Ninja turtles!
Wonderwoman! X-MEN, Aquaman

THE HULK

Superheroes are awesome,

don’t you agree?

But isn’t it odd

that we don’t see

Superheroes in real life

where are they?

I will tell you what I think:

Superheroes in real life

live in disguise

they are all around us

living regular lives

but when someone needs help
Superheroes step in!

They are firefighters, teachers,
Moms and Dads,

helpers are everywhere

Isn’'t it rad?

and kids can be superheroes too
MAYBE EVEN YOU!

i

i
¥
-
Hyde Park (a poem for Oliver) ' \
| |

I love my whole neighborhood
they call it Hyde Park
It has a special something
a certain kind of spark
I love to walk along its streets
go to its parks and play
like the one that they call Shipe
right by Elisabet Ney
(and that is a museum)
if you didn’t know)
and when I want a taco
to Julio’s I go
Antonelli’s has the cheese
Mother’s food is good
and I've only gotten started
about the neighborhood..
but there’s no more room
In this poem
today

\
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Engine #9 (a poem in honor & gratitude
for the Hyde Park Fire Station, from the
Hyde Park Neighborhood Association)

it’s the only truck we have
small but mighty is our station

if people knew, we’'d be renowned

all across the nation

but those that know us, love us

all across Hyde Park

they know we keep them safe and sound
from untoward flame and spark

but that’s not our only duty

we're field medics too

we educate, we help the people

know just what to do

when danger strikes — but that’s not all
we build community and fun

it’s the best job in the world,

though our work is never done..

All poems by the
Typewriter Rodeo

All photos by
Lizzie Chen

Ballerina

Wonderful grace

as you sparkle and twirl
high on your toes

you are out of this world
You are beautiful and strong
model physique

you interpret the music

you inspire me

You make it look easy,
That'’'s what I say

maybe I’1ll dance like you
someday .
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PreFix" | Home Without Hassle

Spend more time enjoying your home and less time maintaining it.

e Fully-trained, dedicated home manager.
. ) . Google N
* Up to 50% annual savings on appliance and system repairs. SSTARRATING  ssee YEIDST
‘;}J_’ e ':fz' ':.f;' - ¢

¢ Seasonal preventive maintenance included.

$40/month & Free Initial Visit

404 Johanna Street - $1,200,006 5406 Duval Street - $875,E)OO
4 beds - 3.5 baths - 2672 sq. ft. PROPERTY GROUP 4 beds - 3 baths - 2415 sq. ft.

.

3002 Cherrywood Road - $2,125/month
3 beds - 1 bath - 1152 sq. ft.

2611 Euclid Avenue Unit A - $550,000
2 beds - 2.5 baths - 1330 sq. ft.

TAMMY YOUNG NEW OFFICE

Owner, Broker NOW OPEN
GRI, CRS, Platinum Top 50

2611 Euclid Avenue Unit B - $499,000
2 beds - 2.5 baths - 1030 sq. ft.

4101 Guadalupe St. Suite 600
512:695:6940 ¢ in the Hyde Park Marketplace
tammy@seedpropertygroup.com behind NewWorlDeli!

| live here, | work here. Your neighborhood specialist.
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Opinion
The Future of Baker School

ISD’s imminent sale of the Baker Center to the
Alamo Drafthouse will harm many of the New

Urbanist strengths that have made Hyde Park, and
the surrounding Central Austin neighborhoods, into
oases. Instead, Hyde Park and our neighbors should
push for AISD to transform the Baker Center into a
new neighborhood middle school. The City of Aus-
tin has been against this plan because they believe
the neighborhood does not have enough young fami-
lies to support a new middle school. This shortsighted
planning will harm our community as families are
forced to leave for better local resources and the in-
creased walkability of neighborhoods like Circle C
and the Domain. Instead, the City of Austin and the
Alamo Drafthouse should work together on financing
a mixed-used development at the soon-to-be-aban-
doned Sears building in the Hancock Center.

Lee Elementary and Ridgetop Elementary both need
a middle school significantly closer to their feeder neigh-
borhoods. The Baker Center is significantly closer to both
these elementary schools than their current feeder mid-
dle schools. Recent Lee Elementary alumni might even be
able to continue walking to school. A bus route during the
school year from Ridgetop would also result in significant-
ly less morning and afternoon traffic than the year-round
Drafthouse employees. Many of these individuals will not
be walking to work. If they already own homes, they will
not be encouraged to sell; and instead they will drive their
cars through Hyde Park to reach the Baker Center. There-
fore, the final design might end up closer to an office park,
without the walkability that Hyde Park needs. The creation
of a new public school would incentivize the sale of sleeper
dorms and student ghettos to families. Many young fami-
lies are moving to Austin, and the proximity to two schools
would create an interest in the housing market. They might
even become too expensive to rent to UT undergraduates.

A mixed-use development for the Alamo Drafthouse’s
new headquarters would also increase the necessity for
these sales. The space could be best used to provide both
micro apartments as cheap student housing and the neces-
sary office space requirements. A new West Campus-style
development would fit well in the Hancock Center, where
student housing already exists. The proximity to I-35
would also increase the value of surrounding land. De-
velopers would then be incentivized to pressure TxDOT
to reconsider Reconnect Austin’s cut-and-cap plan for the
highway. Their current $4.3 billion plan will instead ex-
pand the highway and lead to damaged property values.

Other Austin neighborhoods have experienced
the sudden shift in developer interests once a new
development is allowed within their single-family neigh-
borhoods. The Cielo Property Group recently asked
for a height increase at their 4 East project, near sever-
al single-family homes. Grayco Partners will be cutting
down several heritage trees for their South Shore Dis-
trict PUD. There is a way for developers and Austinites

Continued on page 15
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Around & About the Avenues

...contd from page 7

Kori Crow Raises Money for Victims of Sutherland
Springs Shootings. Hyde Parker Kori Crow, fresh from her
efforts to assist victims of Hurricane Harvey, responded to the
shootings in Sutherland Springs by setting up a GoFundMe
page to benefit the victims. She created it after discovering
that the church website had crashed almost immediately af-
ter the shootings because of the volume of people trying to
donate funds. Kori’s page directs contributions directly to the
church, without any delay or middle man. Various celebrities
have donated and publicized the page through their social
media, and as a result it has raised over $152.5 thousand. For
an Austin news item about the fund, see http://cbsaustin.com/
news/locallofficials-warn-of-gofundme-scams.

ik

Marathon Coming through Hyde Park in January. The
3M Half Marathon is scheduled for the morning of January
21, 2018, and part of its route takes it through Hyde Park.
The route turns east from Shoal Creek onto 45th Street, pro-
ceeds east on 45th Street to Duval, and then turns south on
Duval. It continues south on Duval until it turns east on San
Jacinto. The marathon is scheduled from 7:30 to 11:30 am,
so Hyde Parkers should plan their travels that morning ac-
cordingly. For information, go to 3mbalfmarathon.com.

P
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Lin Team, Old House Specialist
Celebrating 20 Years in Central Austin
LTeam@Austin.rr.com 512-917-1930

LANDMARRK PROPERTIES
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make the move”
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HPNA Minutes:
December 4, 2017

resident Reid Long called the monthly meeting of

the Hyde Park Neighborhood Association to order
at 7:05 pm in the Griffin School at 5001 Evans Avenue.

Reid Long invited new members to introduce
themselves. This was followed by a representative of
Farmhouse Delivery, a local mobile farmer’s market with
an online platform for ordering Texas produce, meat,
dairy, and homemade delicacies. Their website (farmhou-
sedelivery.com) also posts recipes.

The next item was an update from APD Officer Ever-
ett Beldin, the neighborhood district representative. He
reviewed some crime statistics for our area, which indi-
cated a decline in major offenses. However, he predicted
increases in burglaries of residences and vehicles during
the holiday season and underscored prevention guide-
lines such as locking doors and stowing packages in car
trunks away from view. In response to an inquiry about
the naked jogger, Officer Beldin was cautiously optimis-
tic that this individual would be identified, but stated that
this was a minor offense and unlikely to result in jail time.
He emphasized the importance of requesting a police re-
port when calling in an incident so that a record would
be made, which enhances the chances of catching and
prosecuting offenders. In response to a complaint about
increased front-yard parking, he took down the location
information and promised to follow up. Another resident
expressed concerns about peeping Toms and trespassers
in yards. His advice was to call 911 and not to engage the
person. Officer Beldin’s contact information is 512-974-
1219 or Everett.beldin@austintexas.gov.

David Conner next introduced the proposed 2018
HPNA budget. Largely because of high ticket sales
for the 40th Anniversary Homes Tour, HPNA realized
over $11,000 in net income for 2017. The proposed 2018
budget anticipates a net operating income of $2000. In re-
sponse to questions about particular budget items, Lorre
Weidlich explained that the Steering Committee raised
advertising fees for the Pecan Press a few years ago while
simultaneously limiting ads to 50% of issue content. The
2018 HPNA budget was approved unanimously (27 in fa-
vor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions.)

The next item of business was voting on the Baker
School proposal, which was the product of negotiations
between an HPNA committee and the architect repre-
senting Alamo Drafthouse. The Alamo Drafthouse has
submitted a bid to purchase the property contingent upon
city approval of a zoning change. Reid Long reviewed
the highlights of the agreement, which were published
in the December issue of the Pecan Press. These include
size and height restrictions and the inclusion of afford-
able housing (for a period of 30 years) in a planned new
structure. While AISD employees might receive advance
notice of the affordable housing opportunity, residence
will be open to all who meet the income qualifications.
Any future proposed structures will have to go through
the Historic Landmark Commission for review. After dis-
cussion, the proposal passed by a vote of 26 in favor, 0

opposed, and 2 abstentions. Continued on page 14
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Hyde Park Neighbors —

Biggs Plumbing, a commercial contractor for
over 40 years, is now providing residential
service.

Consider us for your:

* Kitchen and bath remodeling
* New tankless water heaters
* Service calls

We live in the neighborhood and understand
the challenges of older plumbing. Let us help
you with your next project.

512-837-5955
service@biggsplumbing.com
http://www.biggsplumbing.com

Biggs
O) Plumbing
Company

TX Masters License M36811

l.Uutqu gou and gour_Pon'ulg

You are always welcome at the

" Church of Chrlst

9:30am Bible]Study
10:30am Worship

6:00pm Worship
Wednesday 7:00pm Bible Study

www.hydeparkcoc.org

Sunday

December Meeting Minutes...
...cont’d from page 13

The final agenda item was a vote on a letter from
HPNA to the City of Austin concerning an unapproved
demolition of a contributing structure in our local historic
district. Lorre Weidlich gave the background information
on this property located at 4207 Avenue H. After the own-
er’s representatives made major structural changes that
were not approved by the Historic Landmark Commission,
the house is now down to studs and is no longer a contrib-
uting structure. The city has imposed no fines for violating
HLC regulations. The proposed letter was discussed and a
revised version passed by a vote of 25 in favor, 0 opposed,
0 abstentions. The text of the letter is as follows:

I write on behalf of the Hyde Park Neighborhood As-
sociation (HPNA) to request better enforcement by the
City of Austin for the mandates of its Historical Land-
mark Commission (HLC).

At 4207 Avenue H stands a duplex that was a contribut-
ing structure to the Hyde Park Local Historic District. “Was”
is the operative word here. The HLC approved certain addi-
tions to the property that would not destroy its contributing
status. The responsible parties, in making these additions,
dismantled the entire structure (see the attached picture).
They had no permission to remove windows, porch, siding,
or any of the other features that made the house a contribut-
ing structure nor did they request an updated permit from
the HLC. They claim to have encountered various structural
problems and to have removed the historic materials and el-
ements as a result of those problems, but at no time did they
return to the HLC to discuss the situation. The HLC only
became aware of the demolition after the damage was com-
plete and after neighbors alerted them to the situation.

The worst aspect of what occurred at 4207 Avenue H is
that, despite this flagrant disregard for the restrictions estab-
lished by the HLC, the City of Austin has thus far done very
little to rectify the situation. The HLC told the architect to re-
build the house with new materials and to be more careful
in the future. That is clearly not enough. The property own-
ers and the development team should face real consequences
for violating a mandate of the HLC, including being as-
sessed fines and penalties. Without stringent enforcement of
the historic district standards in our current city code, many
other structures like 4207 Avenue H will be violated by ar-
chitects, builders, and developers if they know they can get
away with it.

Furthermore, we as a neighborhood call on the Pres-
ervation Office to add more staff to enforce the restrictions
in place to protect historic homes and buildings. Current-
ly, there is not enough staff to conduct the inspections that
might have prevented this error in oversight.

Hyde Park has numerous examples of old houses that
had serious problems but were nevertheless restored, with
wonderful results. Working with old materials and crum-
bling structures might not be easy, but it can certainly be
worthwhile, and, in the case of a landmark structure or con-
tributing structure, it is required by Austin city code.

The HPNA calls on the City of Austin to stringently en-
force the mandates established by its HLC Commissioners.

Continued on following page
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The citizenry of Austin should not have to feel that they
are wasting their time and money attempting to preserve
their own history when the city chooses not to regulate the

protections that, working in partnership, we put in place de-

cades ago.

The meeting ended with announcements of upcom-
ing holiday activities. Reid Long adjourned the meeting
at 8:07 pm.

— Submitted by Susan Marshall
HPNA Co-Secretary

Future of Baker School ...

...cont’d from page 11

to compromise, but the details on the Alamo Drafthouse
project are scarce. An update to the out-of-date scar that
is the Hancock Center, and once was the Hancock Golf
course, is a better solution.

The Baker Center is where I first played soccer as a
member of the Blue Meanies. It might not be the most
significant landmark in Hyde Park, but it has the poten-
tial to provide for our community. We need to encourage
the City of Austin, AISD, and the Alamo Drafthouse to
compromise on a deal that will benefit all of us. A new
middle school in Hyde Park would encourage families
to come here. A mixed-use development in the Hancock
Center would meet the needs of students and long-term
residents. The sale of the Baker Center will do neither of
these things.

— Hank Morgan

onans PlzzA CENTRAL
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"Smart Decisions About Serions Money”
Serving Hyde Park for 24 Years

Did you know that we are available to speak to your
professional group, office, or organization?

Some of our most popular topics include:
“College, Credit Cards, & Cutting the Cord—The thinking parents guide to
managing your kids through college”

“Teaching Your Kids / Grandkids About Money”

“Leaving a Lasting Legacy”

Contact us at 512-458-2517 if you are interested in scheduling one of our
talented speakers for an upcoming event!

www.lsggroup.com

A Registered Investment Advisor Providing Fiduciary Level Planning, Advice
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HYDE PARK & NORTH UNIVERSITY HOMES GALLERY

4211 AVENUE F

Spacious 1923 Victorian house plus
garage apartment on oversized lot,
75’ x 125’. House has 4 BR, 3 BA,
2 L1V, screened porch. Apartment is
1 BR, 1 BA. Bonus workshop.

Listed at $1,150,000

2311 SHOAL CREEK BLVD.

Former home of Gov. Ann Richards.

1949 Mid-century modern architec-

ture near Caswell Tennis Courts.

3,000 SF 3 BR, 2 BA, open floor

plan, beautiful yard, .384 acre lot.
Listed at $989,000

3502 RED RIVER STREET

Tucked away down a private drive,

this traditional style luxury town-

home has 3,186 SF with 3-4 BR, 3

BA, 2 LIV, 2-car attached garage.

Hardwoods, fireplace, two decks.
Listed at $649,000

4809 AVENUE H

Two adorable homes on one lot.
Main house is 3 BR, 2 BA, with new
kitchen & baths. One-story guest
house has 1 BR, 1 BA. Ideal for
rental or extended family.

Listed at $649,000

4506 AVENUE C

1910 Folk Victorian with many re-
cent updates— foundation, roof,
plumbing, wiring. 2 BR, 1 BA plus
detached 1 BR/ 1BA casita/guest
house.

Listed at $459,000

4009 AVENUE D

Classic 1925 Hyde Park bungalow
in heart of historic district. 2 BR, 1
BA, updated kitchen and hall bath,
utility porch. Wood floors through-
out. One-car garage.

Listed at $529,000

4521 AVENUE D

Rare opportunity— residential lot for
sale in Hyde Park. Design and build
your dream home on this beautiful
tree-lined street. Lot size 53" x 131".
Property backs up to creek.

Listed at $399,000

4202 AVENUE C

Cute 1920s Hyde Park bungalow
featuring 2 BR, 1 BA plus separate
1 BR, 1 BA garage apartment.
Both have hardwood floors and
many recent updates.

Listed at $529,500

Happy New Year! Now is the time to start planning for the Spring
2018 real estate market. Call me today for a free market analysis
on your property and to discuss my personalized marketing plan.

Suzanne Pringle

Broker, REALTOR®
512.217.1047
suzanne.pringle@sothebysrealty.com
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