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When:	 	 7:00 p.m.  
		  Monday, September 8, 2014 
Where:	 	 The Griffin School 
 		  5001 Evans Avenue
Note:	 This meeting is being held on the 
second Monday in September, rather than the 
first, in celebration of the Labor Day holiday.

HPNA General Meeting  
Agenda for September 8

	 Potluck Dinner (Please bring a 
salad, entrée, or dessert to share with 
neighbors.)

	 Update from the Contact Team
	 Announcements

See You There!

A Farewell to My Neighborhood
Editor’s Note: Sadly, John Kerr (1944 – 2014) passed away on Thursday, August 21, after a short 
struggle with leukemia. Originally conceived this spring to be a posthumously published interview, this 
piece eventually became the article as it appears below. What most struck me, and others, is the serenity 
and peace with which John approached his death, supported as he was by his firm belief that he would 
soon be rejoining his wife, whose death preceded his by three short years. He was a gentle and kind man, 
whose conversation and writing were marked by 
grace and wit. 
	 His passing is a great loss for his friends 
and family, and also for this neighborhood as a 
whole, which he served so well in his 4 decades 
as a resident of Hyde Park. To just single out his 
contributions over the years in one area, his role 
on this publication has been crucial. One of its 
earliest editors, with the nom de plume of Squirrel 
Nutkin, he was the individual who named it the 
Pecan Press. This editor selected him to be on 
his Advisory Board, where his advice was always 
welcome and valuable. In this article, he also 
reveals a clandestine role he has had with the 
Pecan Press these past 10 years.
	 It is with deep gratitude that the community 
bids you farewell, John.

As my life, which was neither long nor short, comes to a 
close, I am grateful that I spent most of it in Hyde Park. 

The neighborhood has changed so much since 1975 when we moved 
from Mexico City to what was then a declining inner-city neighborhood. 
Lovely old, crumbly homes, which were quite inexpensive, were being 
torn down to make room for student housing and the expansion of the 
Hyde Park Baptist Church (which has since become a model neighbor). 
Almost all the houses were white; virtually none had central heating and 
air conditioning. 

We took a chance on being urban pioneers at the urging of neigh-
borhood activist Agnes Edwards, who told us about the recently formed 
neighborhood association that planned to fight to save the neighborhood.

Among the attractions of Hyde Park was its proximity to the Univer-
sity of Texas and high walkability. It turned out to be wonderful place to 
raise children. Back then, Shipe Park had all the politically incorrect play 
equipment: a tall slide, a merry-go-round, a jungle gym, and a seesaw. 
For years I walked my two children, Andrew and Ellen, to Lee Elemen-
tary School. In the company of my wife, Susan, I enjoyed thousands of 
evenings on our front porch, taking in the view and chatting with pass-
ing neighbors. 

National Night Out

National Night Out (NNO) is a 
great opportunity for citizens 

and law enforcement to partner 
against crime. We invite you to 
host an event on your block, meet 
with your neighbors and commit 
to helping law enforcement reduce 
crime in our community. 

This year, NNO is on Tuesday, 
October 7, from 7 to 9 p.m. Neigh-
borhoods must register before 
September 13.  This annual event 
is designed to heighten crime and 
drug prevention awareness, gen-
erate support and participation in 
crime efforts, strengthen neighbor-
hood spirit and police community 
relations and let criminals know 
that neighborhoods are organized 
and fighting back

During the event, neighbor-
hoods are asked to turn on their 
porch lights, lock their doors, and 
spend the evening outside with 
their neighbors, police officers, 
firefighters and EMS paramed-
ics. Events such as cookouts, block 
parties and neighborhood walks 
will occur simultaneously through-
out the city and nationwide. 

This year’s NNO kickoff event 
will take place lakeside at the 
Mueller Airport Development on 


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From the Desk of the Co-Presidents

Pecan Press
The Pecan Press is published monthly by the Hyde Park 

Neighborhood Association in Austin, Texas.
Note: Each month’s ad and editorial deadline is  

the 15th of month preceding publication.
Editor 

Michael Nill <editorpecanpress@gmail.com>
Poetry Editor 

Charlotte Herzele <herzele@gmail.com>
Photo Editor 
Lizzie Chen

Staff Writer Intern 
Mary Lynam

Advisory Board 
Lisa Harris 

Kevin Heyburn 
John Kerr 

Grant Thomas (Editor Emeritus)
Production Manager/Advertising Director 

Robert M. Farr 731-0617 <bobfarr@austin.rr.com> 
7500 Chelmsford Dr., Austin, TX 78736

Mail Ad Payments to:  
Steve Baker P.O. Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765

Distribution Coordinator 
Rimas Remeza • 4105 Ave. F • 371-3158 

 <rimasx@yahoo.com>
Area Coordinators

N of 45th/W of Duval  
 • Heidi Bojes.................................... <heidi.bojes@rrc.state.tx.us>
N of 45th/E of Duval  
 • Jay Gerard & Carrie Laughlin ...................................... 371-1546
S of 45th/W of Speedway  
 • Joanna Fitzgerald................... <joannafitzgerald@icloud.com>
S of 45th/E of Speedway  
 • Martha Campbell............................................................ 452-2815

Contributors Past and Present
Glen Alyn, Laurence Becker, Deaton Bednar, Steve Bratteng, George 
Bristol, Sharon Brown, Lewis Brownlow, Amon Burton, Martha 
Campbell, Inga Marie Carmel, Josephine Casey, Kitty Clark, Betsy 
Clubine, Elsy Cogswell, Carol Cohen Burton, William Cook, Susan 
Crites Krumm, Celeste Cromack, Herb Dickson, Avis Davis, Pam 
Dozler, Cathy Echols, Mark Fishman, Merle Franke, Larry Freilich, 
Eugene George, Mary Carolyn George, Barbara Gibson, Larry Gilg, 
Susan Gilg, Ann S. Graham, Carolyn E. Grimes, Lisa Harris, Anne 
Hebert, Ben Heimsath, Albert Huffstickler, Cynthia Janis, Paul 
Kamprath, John Kerr, Susan Kerr, Susan Kirk, Karen McGraw, 
Sharon Majors, Libby Malone, Alan Marburger, Peter Maxson, 
Elaine Meenehan, Fred Meredith, Susan Moffat, John Paul Moore, 
Jack Nokes, Jill Nokes, Wanda Penn, Dorothy Richter, Walter 
Richter, Kristen De La Rosa, Steve Sadowsky, Mark Sainsbury, 
Jessica Salinas, Mary Lou Serafine, Cathy Short, Sarah Sitton, 
Thad Sitton, Clay Smith, Niyianta Spelman, Julie Strong, Grant 
Thomas, Debbie Trammell, Rollo Treadway, Lao Tzu, Jennifer 
Vickers, Katie Vignery, Sandra Villalaz-Dickson, Lorre Weidlich, 
Adam Wilson, Hanna Wiseman Jacobs, Hermelinda Zamarripa

Hyde Park 
Neighborhood 

Association
P. O. Box 49427 • Austin, TX 78765

www.austinhydepark.org
— HPNA Officers/Steering Committee —

Co-Presidents 
• Kevin Heyburn ................................ <kmheyburn@gmail.com> 
• Lorre Weidlich..................... <lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com>
Co-Vice Presidents 
• Mark Fishman ...................................<mlfishman@gmail.com> 
• Kathy Lawrence............................ <mail@kathylawrence.com>
Co-Secretaries • Artie Gold • Adrian Skinner
Co-Treasurers • PO Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765 
• I.J. Aarons .....................................................<ijaarons@aol.com>  
• Steve Baker .............................................. <sbaker@kentor.com>
Additional Steering Committee Members:  
• Heidi Bojes • Jessica Charbeneau • Betsy Clubine  
• Ellie Hanlon • Dorothy Richter • Eric Stumberg  
• Pam Whittington • John Williams 
HPNA Committee/Task Forces (w/chairs) 
AISD • Annette Lucksinger 
Alley Coordinator • Carol Burton, <sky2wash@austin.rr.com>
Austin Neighborhoods Council Rep. • Claire deYoung,  
<anc_rep@yahoo.com> 
Beautification • Robin Burch <robinburch@gmail.com> 
(903) 780-5275 
Children’s Programs • Elise Krentzel 
Church/Neighborhood Liaison • Kathy Lawrence, <mail@
kathylawrence.com> 
Communications/Web • Michael Crider, <mpcrider@gmail. com>
Contact Team Liaison • George Wiche, <g@cjwyche.org>
Crime & Safety • Carol Welder, < cjwelder@msn.com>
Development Review • David Conner <daypaycon@yahoo.com>
Finance • David Conner <daypaycon@yahoo.com>
Graffiti Patrol • Lisa Harris <ljharrisus@yahoo.com> 
420-0652 
Homes Tour • Carolyn Grimes <cgrimes@cbunited.com>
Membership • Sharon Brown <donsharon4213@sbcglobal.net>  
	 • Karen Saadeh <kdmatthis@gmail.com>
Neighborhood Outreach • Larry Gilg <lgilg@grandecom.net>
Neighborhood Planning • Karen McGraw, 4315 Ave. C 459-2261
Local Historic District • inactive
Parks & Public Space • Mark Fishman, <mlfishman@gmail.com> 
656-5505
Social • Deaton Bednar, <deatonbednar@grandecom.net>
Transportation • Mike Pikulski, <mpikulski@yahoo.com>
Tree Preservation • ................................VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Triangle Development • Cathy Echols, 4002 Ave. C 206-0729
Zoning • Dorothy Richter, 3901 Ave. G 452-5117

A Meeting with the Mayor about Project Connect
One of the hot issues on this November’s ballot is Project Connect, Austin’s proposed first urban rail line. 

Mayor Leffingwell invited the officers of the Hyde Park Neighborhood Association for a meeting devoted to 
that topic on August 7, one of a series of meetings he held with representatives of the neighborhoods most di-
rectly affected by the proposed rail line. Co-president Lorre Weidlich, co-vice presidents Kathy Lawrence and 
Mark Fishman, co-secretaries Artie Gold and Adrian Skinner, and Transportation chair Mike Pikulski attended.

It has been around 15 years 
since light rail was on the ballot in 
Austin. The current proposal has 
taken several years to develop; and 
if it is defeated, another 10 years 
are likely to pass before the issue 
reaches the ballot again. Many de-
tails of the current proposal are 
still undecided; they will not be 
addressed unless voters pass the 
proposal. 

Mayor Leffingwell assured 
those of us in attendance that the 
proposed line was selected due to 
metrics. It is, in fact, the combina-
tion of two lines that were under 
consideration. He didn’t explain 
all of the metrics but did touch on 
the following items:  

•	The proposed line accesses a 28-
acre area ripe for development. 
Given Austin’s escalating popula-
tion, that was a consideration.

•	There are no matching funds 
available for the Guadalupe-La-
mar line, which made it a less 
appealing choice.
The Mayor and his staff were 

open to questions and received 
several. After around an hour, 
the meeting broke up.  Respons-
es to the meeting were mixed.  For 
example, Adrian Skinner said, 
“While I appreciate the forum the 
mayor provided to pose questions, 
there appears to be little desire on 
the city’s side to address our con-
cerns and no desire to alter the 
planned ballot measure.”  There 
was no disagreement with the as-
sessment that Austin’s congestion 
problem needs to be addressed, 
but there was serious concern over 
the selected route, because of its 
duplication of current rail routes 
between Hancock and Highland 
ACC and because of perceived 
preferential treatment toward the 
University of Texas.  
The Ice Cream Social

Shipe Park proved to be a 
pleasant meeting place for this an-
nual social, and we want to thank 
Kathy Lawrence and her team of 
volunteers for making it a success.  
Several City Council candidates 
showed up to join us, and we all 
enjoyed cones and bowls of cool, 
sweet, and fattening pleasure.  

Upcoming
With the descent of fall, the 

temperature may drop but politi-
cal activity in Austin is reaching a 
boiling point. Look to upcoming 
neighborhood association meetings 
for opportunities to meet candi-
dates and hear issues discussed.

—	 Kevin Heyburn &  
Lorre Weidlich 
HPNA Co-Presidents
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Send in your articles, letters, and photos (but not 
your poetry*) by the 10th of each month to:

Editor, Pecan Press
<editorpecanpress@gmail.com>

*Send your poems to: 
Charlotte Herzele
<herzele@gmail.com>

Note: The Pecan Press will not publish unsigned/unattributed poetry. All poems 
(even if written under a pen name) must carry a name and address or phone 
number for identification and verification purposes.

We Welcome Your Submissions to Pecan Press

HPNA Membership Info

All memberships expire on September 30th 
of each year. 

�
Membership in HPNA is open to all 
residents aged 18 years or older who reside 
within the boundaries of Hyde Park or 
within 300 feet of the designated 
boundaries.  

�
New members, and members who lapse in 
dues for over six months, are eligible to 
vote at HPNA meetings 30 days after 
receipt of dues.

 

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association Enrollment         2013-14 Membership

Name  ______________________________________________ Phone ___________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________                                                                                

   I wish to be notified via email of HPNA meetings and events.   

Email ____________________________________________________

Dues (per person) 

  Standard - $5/year/person       Senior Citizen- $1/year/person

  New Member       Renewing Member

Payment:    Check        Cash  Date  _______________

               Amount Paid $_______________

Bring to an HPNA 
meeting, or send to: 

HPNA Membership
P.O. Box 49427
Austin, Texas  78765

Make checks payable to HPNA.   

This does, however, lay some serious demands on 
the HPNPCT and how it carries on its business. This 
article will focus on just one aspect of that directive, 
gathering input that helps the team to better under-
stand stakeholders’ interests on any particular issue 
before recommending action. 

The particular case in point is the recent Survey-
Monkey questionnaire that was online from June 27 
to July 21.  It was a simple 9-question form that tried 
to gauge whether there was an interest by the stake-
holders of the Hyde Park planning area in making 
changes to the local ordinances governing accesso-
ry dwelling units (ADUs). The survey was developed 
by a group of neighbors who seemed to have very dif-
ferent perspectives on the issues. Some seemed to be 
supporters, some seemed opposed and some were 
undecided. All had an interest in making the survey 
language neutral so as not to lead respondents’ an-
swers. Some of the team who had survey experience 
cautioned against reading too much into the respons-
es from such an informal survey. My reading was that 
the drafters of the survey felt that it could provide 
guidance to the Contact Team in its deliberations. 
When I completed the actual survey online, I was 
pleased that it was short and clear, and a little sur-
prised that it made me stop and think about the issues 
and my position on them.

The survey was announced briefly in the June and 
July issues of the Pecan Press and posted on the Hyde 
Park Yahoo group listserv, the Contact Team listserv 
and the HPNA membership listserv. The survey was 
completed by 149 respondents, of whom 110 claimed 
to occupy their own home in Hyde Park. ADUs were 
defined in the survey as “Accessory Dwelling Units 
(ADUs) are often called by different names. Some of 
the more common names include garage apartments, 
carriage houses, alley or granny flats, or secondary 
dwelling units. More accurately, an ADU contains all 
the necessary functions of a home within a smaller 
space; bedroom/living room, bathroom, and kitchen.”

The responses were almost evenly split between 
those who live on a property that does not have an 
ADU and those who do, or wish to build one. The 
key issue that prompted the survey in the first place 
was described in the survey itself: “Generally, Acces-
sory Dwelling Units are permitted in Hyde Park on 
residential lots that are larger than 7,000 sq. ft. The 
Contact Team is gathering information about the pos-
sibility of changing the neighborhood zoning code to 
lower the minimum lot size required for an Accessory 
Dwelling Unit to 5,750 sq. ft.”  About 40% of the re-
spondents supported the change, about 40% opposed, 
about 20% were undecided.

The Accessory Dwelling Unit Survey:  
Method, Results and Aftermath

The Hyde Park Neighborhood Plan Contact Team (HPNPCT) has as one of its fundamental responsibilities 
the directive to “work on behalf of all stakeholders in the neighborhood planning area.”  In fact, this direc-

tive is in the adopted bylaws of the HPNPCT, and was “mandated” by the City Planning Department in the 
form of the template that was provided to the residents who set up a contact team in the first place. Trusting 
that what stakeholders care about will lead to good decisions may be considered radical today, but it offers the 
only real benefit to Hyde Park in having a contact team at all. 

Continued on page 5
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http://www.cgsdb.com
http://www.newworlddeli.com
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We asked respondents to rate a number of param-
eters that we hoped would help to narrow the specific 
issues (parking, property taxes, trees and green space, 
aging in place, local business, etc) that were most im-
portant to respondents, both pro and con.  These 
responses, it was hoped, could provide the Contact 
Team with information that would help the unde-
cided come to a decision. The top issues cited by all 
respondents as likely to get worse were parking, 
property taxes and trees and green spaces; issues cited 
as likely to get better were care for family/extended 
family, local business and aging in place. This list can 
help form strategies for addressing concerns about 
this issue.

The entire results file can be downloaded from 
the HPNA web page at http://www.austinhydepark.
org/wp-content/uploads/ADU-Survey-Results.pdf. 

In short, although there were no startling develop-
ments exposed by the survey, it seemed to me it had 
done a good job for what we expected. I was looking 
forward to a good discussion of the issues at the Con-
tact Team meeting on July 28.

The meeting started with several presenta-
tions on the change we have been considering 
with respect to ADUs, namely permitting ADUs 
to be built on residential lots sized greater than 
5,750 sq. ft. Questions were deferred to the end 
of the meeting when all attendees would have a 
chance to speak. There was a presentation on the 
results of the survey, which also was posted on-
line several days earlier.

During the Q & A portion of the meeting, the 
survey and its results were not discussed, other 
than to be denounced as an unscientific, statisti-
cally non-valid instrument. It was implied that 
it was simply an amatuerish attempt to sway 
decision-makers at the city level. That end-
ed the discussion on discerning the interests of 
stakeholders. There was no discussion on how 
to improve the data-gathering of stakeholder 
interests that would inform the Contact Team de-

cision, but simply a recitation by several attendees of 
a litany of the ills of urban life that allowing ADUs on 
smaller lots in Hyde Park would exacerbate. I daresay 
the makeup of attendees at the meeting was even less 
representative of the stakeholder demographic than 
the survey, but that didn’t stop the members from at-
tempting to vote down any further consideration of 
allowing ADUs on smaller lots in Hyde Park in spite 
of the published agenda that stated no votes would be 
taken.
A couple of takeaways for me from this experience:

•	The contact team mandate to work on behalf of all 
stakeholders is not a realistic expectation for any 
deliberative group in Hyde Park today;

•	Given the survey indication of a nearly equal 
split in opinions on the ADU issue, it’s probably 
not worth dividing the neighborhood further by 
advancing this proposal.

—	 Larry Gilg

Accessory Dwelling Unit Survey Results... 
							        		  …cont’d from page 3

		           September
   5 — Recycling Collection
   8 — HPNA General Meeting
 15 — HPNA Steering Committee Meeting
 19 — Recycling Collection

A vibrant and engaged high school community

Cultivating individual potential
and intellectual curiosity

www.gri�nschool.org

http://www.austinhydepark.org/wp-content/uploads/ADU-Survey-Results.pdf
http://www.austinhydepark.org/wp-content/uploads/ADU-Survey-Results.pdf
http://www.griffinschool.org
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Both of my children worked as life guards at 
Shipe Pool. In the 1970s, the pool opened the day af-
ter school was out and closed the day before school 
resumed. It was open 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. every day of the 
week, and was drained every evening and filled over-
night. This was before Daylight Savings Time, which 
meant that as I swam my laps the morning sky was 
filled with clouds the color of cotton candy. I thought 
I had found paradise.

Hyde Park is rare in the high degree of sociability 
of the neighbors. I’ve never known of a neighbor-
hood where the residents entertained each other so 
frequently. Or pulled together so magnificently for 
presentations to the City Council or City Planning 
Commission, and for functions like the homes tour. 

Also rare is the effectiveness of neighborhood in-
fluence on the workings of city government. In 1988, 
for example, we were told that our fire station would 
be closed. There would be no negotiations this time, 
the city said; the money simply wasn’t there. 

Agnes Edwards was passionate about keeping 
the fire station open. With German thoroughness, 
she plowed through several boxes of documents she 
obtained from the Austin Fire Department and dis-
covered some incendiary material. I wrote a fiery 
letter attacking the fire chief to Mayor Lee Cooke, 
which the HPNA president signed. Several days lat-
er, the Austin American-Statesman ran an article that 
included excerpts from the mayor’s letter to the fire 
chief with the issues we had raised. The closing was 
quietly dropped.

The tasks I undertook for HPNA, including a cou-
ple of terms as president, editor of the Pecan Press for 
a year, docent for most years of the homes tours, and 

Susan Kerr’s illustration from the ‘70s of Pecan Press editor John Kerr 
(aka Squirrel Nutkin) hard at work at his typewriter. 

Farewell to My Neighborhood... 
		   		  …cont’d from page 1

http://www.austintreeexperts.com
http://www.apcaustin.com
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DEEP PAN - THIN CRUST - SALADS - WINGS - LOCAL - BEER - VEGAN

(512)

478-5712

HYDE PARK NEIGHBORS
Exclusive offer for our

$3 OFF
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(must present this coupon)
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603 W 29th

since 1976!
CENTRAL

Original Deep PanAustin’s

Sam-O-Matic
samalex360@live.com  (512) 696-7159

Handyman

Mechanic

other jobs meant that I met a lot of interesting peo-
ple. Although I didn’t enjoy the contentious aspects 
of neighborhood politics, I found it fascinating to 
meet with City Council members and staff, as well as 
neighbors, to get things done. What I take away from 
this is that democracy works far better at the local lev-
el than at the state or federal level. 

I had plenty of help; there is not enough space to 
thank all those who gave freely of their time to fash-
ion the place we love and where so many in Austin 
would like to live.

Finally, I must own up to writing the 10 April Fool’s 
spoofs under the name Rollo Treadway. My mind tends 
to run to worst case scenarios; and after long years of 
experience as a journalist, I knew what a straight news 
article was supposed to sound like. I was president 
of HPNA when I wrote the first one, so I couldn’t use 
my own name, and chose the name of a Buster Keaton 
character from the silent film, The Navigator. 

Over the years, many neighbors were angered by 
the pieces, but editor Grant Thomas always gracious-
ly protected my anonymity. I would like to think the 
articles made neighbors grateful for what didn’t hap-
pen. As a fortune cookie once put it, “The way to love 
something is to realize you might lose it.”

Thanks to editor Michael Nill for allowing me 
space for this goodbye note.

—	 John Kerr

National Night Out... 
		   		  …cont’d from page 1
Saturday, October 4, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. You can 
join the National Night Out event by:

• Getting all of your neighbors to turn on their 
porch lights

• Organizing a block party or some type of neigh-
borhood event

• Registering online at www.nnoaustin.org.
For any questions, please contact Carol Welder at 

cjwelder@msn.com.
—	 Carol Welder 

HPNA Crime and Safety Chair

http://www.nnoaustin.org
mailto:cjwelder@msn.com
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www.GWYNDOWS.com
 444-1954

Women Owned and Operated

Commercial and Residential

Great Quality and Affordable

Excellent Customer Service

ECO-friendly And Fully Insured

CALL US FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE !

Hyde Park Poets
Waiting in the Oakland Airport 

After a Long Day of Travel
Oakland airport OAK
Seven minus 10 p.m.
The Airporter is in my future
Forty minutes hence
It’s been a long day
Flight delays
Sitting on a bench
A wall hugger
Plugged in while I have the chance
Somehow it is alright – the delay
A young Japanese kid, maybe 20
Plugged in his electric organ and
He could just as well be channeling
Debussy, beautiful
Who is his muse, I wonder
Why would he come to the Oakland airport?
Why not? The weary travelers do not mind
And I, with my delays, am enchanted,
It does not matter how long I have to wait
The Airporter will show up at 7:30 and
I will board, another hour of travel but
My brain has been cleaned
Like a delicious shower after a hard day’s work
Refreshed, I do wonder why the airport?
Thank you, in any case.

—	 Herzele 
7/23/14

Let Sleeping Squirrels Lie
A homeless guy, passed out,
Sleeping? Drunk?
Has somehow gotten out of his wheelchair
Rolled? Fallen?
Anyway, there, he caught my eye
As I drove, slowly, lazily, even,
Through the little divider park,
He was under a tree
I passed by and looking ahead,
There was a dead squirrel,
Intact, but definitely not napping,
Nor was it passed out,
I was careful to avoid him as I had
Avoided the sleeping, homeless guy.

—	 Herzele 
09/09/13

http://www.gwyndows.com
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Hyde Park 
Home Owner & Neighborhood RealtOR®

Jeff Baker  512.619.7421
ABOR  |  REALTOR®  |  Former State Licensed Appraiser  

HybridRealtor@Stanberry.com

In partnership with 
solesforsouls, I will be 
donating 200 pairs of shoes 
for those in need with each 
real estate transaction. To 
see how you can get involved 
check out soles4souls.org! 
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Amy Zamarripa
Certified Massage Therapist

Amy@AustinAmy.com

2911 Medical Arts St. Bldg #17 
Austin, Texas 

78705 

512.619.0060

www.AustinAmy.com

Hyde Park Wellness Welcomes

Craniosacral Therapy & Deep Tissue Massage

411 E. 45th Street
512.619.0060

amy@austinamy.com
www.austinamy.com

17 years experience
5 Star Yelp rating

Cheers to your Health & Well-being!

Contact Team Meeting 
Minutes: July 28, 2014
The Hyde Park Neighborhood Contact Team was 

brought to order by Pete Gilcrease, chair. He an-
nounced that a new subcommittee has been created to 
review the neighborhood’s relationship with the Aus-
tin State Hospital. Whoever is interested in serving 
on this subcommittee was asked to contact John Wil-
liams, Adrian Skinner or Mike Pikulski.

The main order of business for the evening was a con-
tinued discussion of accessory dwelling units (ADUs). 
The chair introduced the discussion with the follow-
ing background and observations: the city currently has 
this issue under discussion; there has been interest in the 
neighborhood in exploring the impact of changing Hyde 
Park and North Hyde Park’s NCCDs to allow the con-
struction of 850 sq. ft. ADUs on lots as small as 5,750 sq. 
ft., as opposed to the current requirement of 7,000 sq. ft.; 
neighbors are concerned about the increase of proper-
ty taxes and hope that rent from an ADU would allow 
some homeowners to remain in their homes; and some 
neighbors would like the option of providing affordable 
housing for parents and relatives.

A series of presentations by members of the ADU 
subcommittee followed. These reflected the ongoing 
work of the subcommittee and were meant to clari-
fy definitions, offer data on the current situation in the 
neighborhood and provide results of a recent survey of 
neighbors to gauge current opinions. 

The first presentation was offered by Kathy Law-
rence, co-vice president of HPNA. ADUs have a sleeping 
area, kitchen, and bathroom. They include garage apart-
ments, granny flats, guest houses, carriage houses, 
and cottages. These units are distinct from accessory 
buildings, which do not include a kitchen sink. The sub-
committee has discussed common concerns offered by 
neighbors about possible changes to the NCCDs, includ-
ing parking, preventing demolitions, requiring owner 
occupancy in one structure, protecting heritage trees, 
and maintaining standards such as FAR, impervious cov-
er, and setbacks. At this stage in the discussion, the ADU 
subcommittee will continue its work and recommends 
that no changes in the NCCDs be made unless there are 
protections from the city to prevent developers from de-
molishing houses.

Lawrence’s presentation then moved to a new city 
resolution from Council Members Riley and Marti-
nez. This resolution, if it proceeds, has the potential to 
change the discussion. It passed Council in a 4 to 3 vote 
on June 12. The resolution directed the city manager to 
“develop an ordinance that reduces regulatory barri-
ers to the development of ADUs that are less than 500 sq. 
ft. on a lot containing at least one owner occupied struc-
ture.” Further, it directed the city manager to “convene 
a stakeholder process” in 120 days to develop addition-
al recommendations for ADUs of any size, including 
the following code amendments: reduce minimum lot 
size, reduce building separation requirements, increase 

Continued on page 11
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Contact Team Minutes... 
						      …cont’d from page 9
maximum gross floor area for second story ADUs, cre-
ate design standards and allow a legally non-complying 
structure to add an ADU if located on a lot with sufficient 
area.

One issue that has concerned neighbors is property 
taxes. Lawrence contacted Marya Crigler, chief apprais-
er for TCAD, and learned that ADUs are not covered by a 
homestead exemption. This includes long- and short-term 
rentals, as well as offices.

Several neighbors had questions following Law-
rence’s presentation, particularly concerning the Riley/
Martinez resolution. They asked if Hyde Park could opt 
out of Riley/Martinez if it is ultimately approved? And 
they asked if anyone from the city had contacted Hyde 
Park to participate in the stakeholder discussion and if 
we needed to act on the resolution now or if it was best to 
wait and see how the issue and resolution evolve? Coun-
cil Member Kathy Tovo, who was present at the meeting, 

noted in response that it was not yet clear how the reso-
lution would apply to neighborhoods with established 
plans. If Riley/Martinez is a city-wide ordinance that 
amends city code, it would require changes to neighbor-
hood plans. The 120 day period began on June 12, and 
we will know results by the next Contact Team meeting.

Lawrence’s presentation was followed by There-
sa Griffin’s, ADU subcommittee member. She offered 
further data about the current situation in the neighbor-
hood and the potential number of lots that would be 
affected by this change to the NCCDs. She distributed a 
color map produced by the city: “Secondary Apartment 
Infill Option Possible Application in Hyde Park.” Her 
presentation pointed out that the neighborhood plan 
addresses ADUs and recognizes that they are part of the 
established neighborhood pattern in some areas [Sec-
retary’s Note: see Chapter 1, Goal 1, p. 15, “Two-family 

Continued on page 13

A New Restaurant in Hyde Park?  Well, perhaps not, but a 
proposal for such at 4500 Speedway has been sent to HPNA.  
The initial proposal calls for a small neighborhood restaurant 
of quality that would cater to nearby residents who will walk 
or bicycle.  A zoning change would be required.  The initial 
proposal does not call for expansion of footprint of the cur-
rent building, and no public parking will be offered.  (Owners 
are offering to assist the neighborhood in obtaining a parking 
permit requirement for nearby streets.)  That this will be a 
contentious issue was already made clear by a volley of post-
ings on the Hyde Park listserv in July when this possibility 
first surfaced.  Those in favor talked about the need for more 
amenities in Hyde Park that one can walk to; those opposed 
raised problems of traffic and congestion.  A few suggested 
that taking sides is premature in the absence of any detailed 
published proposal.  It could very well be that this issue will 
find itself on the agenda of an upcoming HPNA meeting.   

to realize you
Free Tutorial Service:  Sponsored by the Austin I.S.D., The 
VICTORY Tutorial Program provides tutoring to students in 
grades 1 – 12 in Austin-area libraries.  This service is offered 
to all students in the Austin area, including those who attend 
private or charter schools or are home-schooled.  The pro-
gram is also seeking volunteers.  For information regarding 
location and times of tutoring sessions and the application 
process, visit www.austinisd.org/victory-tutorial  or call 512-
797-3098.

might loose it

Around & About the Avenues
Portraiture in the Park:   What does “portraiture” mean? 
How many ways can you make a portrait? What stories do 
portraits tell? The Elisabet Ney Museum is sponsoring an 
event to answer these and other questions.  Participants think 
outside the box and find out through music, demos, art ac-
tivities, caricatures, poetry for kids and more. They can also 
picnic in the park from food trucks!  This event is scheduled 
for noon to 5 p.m., Sunday, Sept. 21 at the museum (304 
East 44th St.). Free admission.  For more information, call 
512-458-2255. 

The way to love
It’s That Time of Year Again:  Fast approaching is this year’s 
Fire Station Festival.  Celebrating the 40th year of the part-
nership between Fire Station #9 and Hyde Park, this year’s 
event is scheduled for the late afternoon of Sunday, October 
19.  With Deaton Bednar as chair, the festival committee is 
already at work on ideas to ensure that the festival is a memo-
rable one.  Details to follow.

something is 
Save the Date:  The 38th Annual Historic Hyde Park Homes 
Tour is scheduled for Sunday, November 9.   A number of 
outstanding homes have already been selected to be featured 
during the tour and to represent the historic development of 
Hyde Park north of 45th Street.  Planning is underway, and 
hundreds of volunteers are needed to make this a successful 
event and fundraiser for the Hyde Park Neighborhood Asso-
ciation. If you would like to help in any capacity (and receive 
a free ticket to the tour), contact the tour’s volunteer coordi-
nator, John Williams, at jawilli@grandecom.net or the tour’s 
chair, Carolyn Grimes, at cgrimes@cbunited.com or 512-426-
3559

http://www.austinisd.org/victory-tutorial
tel:512-797-3098
tel:512-797-3098
tel:%28512%29%20458-2255
mailto:jawilli@grandecom.net
mailto:cgrimes@cbunited.com
tel:512-426-3559
tel:512-426-3559
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TAMMY YOUNG 
Broker Associate, GRI
Hyde Park Neighbor

512.695.6940 
tammy@realtyaustin.com

tammyyoung.com

Your Neighborhood Specialist

4517 AVENUE G  |  OFFERED AT $949,000
3 BED | 2.5 BATH | STUDY | .30 ACRES |  +/-3070 SQFT
Modern, practical layout and space considerations 
for entertaining and living including spacious living 
room with high ceilings, wide open custom kitchen 
with storage, utility room with utility sink, bonus “flex-
creative space”, master suite downstairs.  A rare find 
in Hyde Park and magical place to call home! 

NOT  

IN
 M

LS
!

When it’s time to choose a Realtor®, choose a true 
neighborhood expert. I provide exemplary customer 
service along with innovative marketing strategies and 
accurate, in-depth knowledge of our neighborhood 
and its unique homes.
 
Whether you are buying, selling, or investing, contact 
me today for a complimentary consultation.

I live here, I work here 

PE
NDIN

G

4509 AVENUE G  |  UNDER CONTRACT
4 BED | 2 BATH +/- 1858 SQFT
Incredible 2-story vintage Hyde Park home never 
listed on MLS and only 3 owners.  Built in 1923 by local 
Hyde Park builder who went on to build many other 
homes in the area, this home still maintains many 
of the original design details.  Buyer shall have first 
option to purchase adjoining .16 acre lot for $300,000.  

Call 512.695.6940 for all of your real estate needs.

Lucien, Stirling and Gray  
Advisory Group, Inc. 

How do you define “wealth”? 
 

Hint:  It’s more than money 
 

Exploring this question and crafting  
thoughtful long-term plans  

are how we deliver  
wealth management services  

in a meaningful, personal way. 
 

Please give us a call. 
 

“Life is full of riches.  Your relationship with  
an advisor should be the same.” 

 

4005 Guadalupe · Austin, TX  78751 
(512) 458-2517 

www.lsggroup.com 

“Smart Decisions About Serious Money” 

A Registered Investment Advisor providing  
Fiduciary level planning, advice & asset management services 

In Hyde Park since 1992 

http://www.lsggroup.com
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 
     
       
      
    
     



development is a characteristic pattern of the neighbor-
hood including garage apartments and small residences 
facing side streets. These developments should be permit-
ted in a controlled way as an alternative to converting or 
adding to a primary structure to achieve a legal duplex 
development.” And Chapter 6, Goal 6, p. 45, “Foster a 
genuine community of neighbors of every age and back-
ground.” Objective 6.1: Promote and maintain a diverse 
culture of young and old, students and workers, civic 
groups and merchants, of various races and cultures….”] 

Currently, Hyde Park includes 643 lots (37%) between 
5,750 and 7,000 sq. ft. However, some of these already 
have an ADU or are in the Speedway/Duval corridors or 
on corner lots that are given exceptions in the NCCD to 
build an ADU on a smaller lot. According to the city, there 
are currently189 garage apartments or 2-family dwell-
ings (11%), many of which were built in the 1920/30s. In 
the Historic District there are 56 garage apartments, 33 of 
which are on lots larger than 7,000 sq. ft. and 23 on lots 
smaller than 7,000 sq. ft. North Hyde Park currently in-
cludes 133 ADUs.

Adrian Skinner, HPNA co-secretary, then presented 
the recent survey and its results, which have been posted 
to the Contact Team yahoo page: https://groups.yahoo.
com/neo/groups/HydeParkContactTeam/conversa-
tions/messages. In general, he reported that 148 people 
participated in the survey and that opinion was evenly 
split between support and opposition, with roughly 20% 
of survey respondents undecided.

Following the presentations, the floor was opened to 
discussion, which was wide-ranging. This summary re-
flects topics by category, rather than chronological order.

A number of neighbors expressed concerns that the 
Contact Team needs more refined data so that it can as-
sess how many lots might be impacted and where they 
are located in the neighborhood. They also noted that the 
data needed to take into consideration that the NCCDs 
already allow for ADUs on corner lots and in the Duval 
and Speedway corridors, and that these rules are already 
looser than the current city ones. A number of neighbors 
asked for more information about affordability. They ob-
served that building an ADU would not be affordable 
for everyone and that an increased number might lead to 
higher rents or might mean that only developers could af-
ford to build them, rather than homeowners. 

The majority of the comments and questions fo-
cused on the impact ADUs on smaller lots might have on 
the quality of life of the neighborhood. Many comments 
noted parking and the impact of more cars on already 
crowded streets. Additional cars, they pointed out, might 
make it even more difficult for ambulances or fire trucks, 
as well as trash and recycling collection. ADUs would 
have to follow the general parking regulations, which 
provide for two cars for the main dwelling unit and one 
car for the additional unit. 

Along with parking, fears were raised that allowing 
ADUs on smaller lots might encourage further demolition 

Contact Team Minutes... 
		   		  …cont’d from page 11
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Hyde Park Yoga Company
5013 Duval Street
Austin, TX 78751

Hyde Park Yoga Company

Classes for all levels, Affordable pricing options

New Clients save 50% on your first month of 
unlimited yoga

Paying per class? Every 10th class is free.

More information and class schedule available at
www.HydeParkYogaCo.Com

practice@hydeparkyogaco.com
facebook.com/hydeparkyogaco

(512)468-8732

Hyde Park Interior Designer

Bring modern convenience to your home 
without sacrificing historic character.

Services include:
 • Kitchen & bath remodels
 • Space planning
 • Full home remodels
 • Interior design
 • Project management

MClareDesign.com
Marisa@MClareDesign.com
512-202-6659
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of homes, particularly in North Hyde Park. Neigh-
bors suggested that the subcommittee ask the city for an 
opinion about what our possible options for preventing 
demolitions might be so that we can design effective rules 
that will prevent further demolitions.

Other comments identified continuing concerns about 
the impact of more dense building on trees and on flood-
ing in the Waller Creek area, in addition to the loss of 
backyards and loss of privacy from second story ADUs. 

Also, of particular concern in North Hyde Park was 
the issue of larger lots. In some areas there are lots up to 
12,000 sq. ft. Those living in those areas are concerned 
that a developer could build up to four ADUs, but not re-
quire extra parking.

Some neighbors suggested that any proposed rules 
should include requirements for appropriate scale and 
size so as to maintain neighborhood integrity. Several 
neighbors cautioned that we not allow the kinds of devel-
opments currently occurring in Crestview, where condo 
units are changing housing values.

Neighbors also asked if we needed to include rules 
that do not permit an ADU to be turned into a short-term 
rental (STR). This led to questions about how expanding 
the number of ADUs might affect the 3% limit on STRs in 
Hyde Park?

A number of neighbors critiqued the survey questions 
as biased towards favoring the changes to the NCCDs. It 
was suggested that the results of this non-scientific sur-
vey should not be presented to the city as such.

A number of neighbors asked that the Contact Team 
and HPNA follow the progress of the Riley/Martinez 
resolution and make an effort to participate in the stake-
holder discussion. Neighbors asked that if the looser rules 
only applied to owner-occupied lots, what would happen 
upon resale of the lot? How would this apply to lots that 
are currently non-compliant? (The current resolution in-
cludes lots that are non-compliant.)

Several neighbors commented, based upon the 
serious concerns about possible impact, that more in-
formation was needed. They also noted that the ADU 
discussion had now dominated two Contact Team meet-
ings and that they would like a vote at the next meeting 
on whether or not to proceed with the discussion or to ta-
ble it pending further information and the results of the 
Riley/Martinez resolution.

The meeting concluded at 8:30 p.m. Gilcrease thanked 
everyone for attending and reminded the Contact Team 
that the next meeting will be held on October 27 at 7 p.m. 
Reminders and the agenda will be sent out on the HPNA 
listserv and the Contact Team Yahoo Groups site.

—	 Submitted by Mity Myhr 
Contact Team Secretary

Contact Team Minutes... 
		   		  …cont’d from page 13



Suzanne Pringle 
REALTOR, Broker 

Cell (512) 217-1047 

pringle@ameliabullock.com 

www.ameliabullock.com 

The Austin real estate market is hot!  Properties are selling quickly 
and for top dollar.  Buyers and sellers should act now while          
interest rates remain low. Call me today for a free market analysis 
on your home or investment property.   

HYDE PARK & NORTH UNIVERSITY HOMES GALLERYHYDE PARK & NORTH UNIVERSITY HOMES GALLERYHYDE PARK & NORTH UNIVERSITY HOMES GALLERY   

305 WEST 29TH  STREET 
 

Charming two-story cottage near 
UT– ideal investment property in 
prime location. 3 BR, 2 BA. Within 
walking distance to UT campus, 
the Drag, Torchy’s Tacos. 

Listed at $325,000 

4812 ROWENA AVENUE 
 

Luxury Craftsman bungalow custom 
built in 2006. 5 BR, 3 BA, 2 LIV with 
3,352 SF. Fireplace, hardwoods, 
gourmet kitchen, screened-in 
porch,decks,2-car garage.  

Listed at $875,000 

108 WEST 32ND STREET 
 

City Historic Landmark in Aldridge 
Place. Built in 1923 on double lot.  
4 BR, 2.5 BA, 4 LIV, 2 DIN in main 
house. Detached guest quarters. 
Swimming pool and spa. 

Listed at $1,495,000 

5013 AVENUE F, #B 
 

Modern Craftsman townhome built 
in 2013 with high-end finishes, 
hardwoods, fireplace, garage. Open 
floor plan with 3 BR, 2.5 BA, 2 LIV. 
www.5013AvenueF.com 

Listed at $529,000 

500 EAST 41ST STREET 
 

Classic 1927 Hyde Park bungalow 
located in the heart of  Hyde Park. 
2 BR, 1 BA, 1 LIV, 1 DIN. Original 
architectural detailing throughout. 
Fenced yard with alley access. 

Listed at $435,000 

4314 AVENUE G 
 

1925 bungalow located near Shipe 
Park. Cozy 1 BR, 1 BA with effi-
cient use of space, vaulted ceiling, 
built-in bookcases, screened back 
porch.  All appliances convey. 

Listed at $325,000 

120 LAUREL LANE 
 

Charming 1935 one-story brick 
bungalow located just a half block 
from Hemphill Park.  2 BR, 2 BA,  
1 LIV, 1-car garage. Updated 
kitchen. Beautiful hardwood floors. 
            Listed at $499,000 

  

4311 AVENUE G 
 

Ready for restoration! This beauti-
ful 1907 bungalow in Hyde Park’s 
historic district is located just steps 
from Shipe Park and Ney Museum. 
Many original elements still intact. 

Listed at $399,000 
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