
 When: 7:00 p.m. 
  Monday, April 1, 2013 
 Where: Trinity United Methodist Church
  4001 Speedway
Note:  HPNA general meetings usually   
take place on the fi rst Monday of each month.
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See You There!

HPNA, ANC Unite to Fight 
‘Tree Tax’

Stately pecan and elm trees have emerged as the latest fl ash 
point in the ongoing struggle between suburban and inner 

city interests. At question is a proposal by Austin Energy to 
increase electric utility fees for property owners whose elm or 
pecan trees lie within 22 feet of electric power lines. The fees 
have been labeled a ‘tree tax’ by many inner city residents.

Pretty tree …but it’s gonna cost you. A mature pecan tree 

awaits its new foliage.   Due to its proximity to power lines, 

property owners will pay for its shade under a proposed 

regulation. Photo by Rollo Treadway.

Gary van Harde-
veld, spokesman for 
Austin Energy, recent-
ly made a courtesy 
visit to the neigh-
borhood planning 
committee to explain 
the agency’s action. 
“Those two trees ac-
count for more than 
85 percent of the 
downed wires we 
have to deal with,” he 
said. Hackberry trees 
make up about half of 
the rest.

It was not only 
the expense of send-
ing crews to cut up 
the branches and restring the 
wires that prompted the unexpect-
ed move. “We had several cases of 
elderly and disabled persons on 
electric life support systems be-
ing rushed to the hospital by EMS 
last year. As the Austin population 
ages, the number of such cases will 
only increase,” he said, adding that 
it was only a matter of time until 
someone died from summer heat 
or disruption of a life support sys-

tem.
Jane Gossett, attorney and 

chair of the Austin Neighborhood 
Council’s Austin Energy Oversight 
Committee, has stated public-
ly that the regulation is arbitrary 
and discriminatory. She explained 
that the development is “purely 
political” and refl ects the popula-
tion shift from the inner city to the 
suburbs.“It’s not a tree tax, it’s an 

Continued on page 6 Continued on page 6

Why School Bonds 
Deserve Your 
Consideration
Election Date: Sat., May 11, 2013
Early Voting: April 29-May 7, 2013

If you’re the parent of an Austin 
Independent School District stu-

dent, you already know why the 
May 11th bond election is so im-
portant. Public schools all across 
Austin—including three serving 
our own neighborhood—face criti-
cal facility needs that directly affect 
the health, safety and academic 
success of students. The proposed 
bonds will improve shamefully 
poor conditions for special educa-
tion students at McCallum High 
School, replace failing HVAC sys-
tems and sanitary sewer lines at 
Ridgetop Elementary, improve 
ADA compliance and provide ma-
jor roof repair at Kealing Middle 
School, and expand facilities to ac-
commodate academic programs 
and student growth across the city. 
For a complete list of bond projects 
for each campus, see <www.aus-
tinisd.org/bond/bond-program/
by-school>.

The bond package will appear 
as four separate propositions on the 
May ballot.  All four contain critical 
fi xes for campuses districtwide, and 
all four propositions deserve your 
consideration.

In the nearly ten years since 
AISD’s last major bond election, 
the district’s student population 
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— HPNA Offi cers/Steering Committee —
Co-Presidents 
• John Williams  .................................... <jawilli@grandecom.net>
• Ashley Schweickart  ...................<amschweickart@gmail.com>
Vice President
• Mark Fishman  ................................... <mlfi shman@gmail.com>
Co-Secretaries • Claire de Young • Mike Pikulsi
Co-Treasurers • PO Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765
• I.J. Aarons   .................................................... <ijaarons@aol.com> 
• Lynne Hohlfeld  ............................. <lhohlfeldcpa@yahoo.com>
Additional Steering Committee Members: 
• Dorothy Richter • Lorre Weidlich • Eric Stumberg 
• Kevin Heyburn • Kathy Lawrence • Paul Kamprath 
• Annette Lucksinger • Lisa Harris
HPNA Committee/Task Forces (w/chairs)
AISD • Annette Lucksinger
Alley Coordinator • Carol Burton, <sky2wash@austin.rr.com>
Austin Neighborhoods Council Rep. • Ellen Williams, 
<anc_rep@yahoo.com>
Beautifi cation • Robin Burch <robinburch@gmail.com>
(903) 780-5275
Children’s Programs • Elise Krentzel
Church/Neighborhood Liaison • Niyata Spelman, 3802 Ave. F.
459-8349
Communications/Web • Robin Silberling, <rsilberling@gmail. com>
452-1783
Crime & Safety • Carol Welder
Development Review • David Conner <daypaycon@yahoo.com>
Finance • David Conner <daypaycon@yahoo.com>
Graffi ti Patrol • Lisa Harris <ljharrisus@yahoo.com>
420-0652 
Homes Tour • David Conner <daypaycon@yahoo.com> 
 •Lorre Weidlich <lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com>
Membership • Sharon Brown <donsharon4213@sbcglobal.net> 
 • Karen Saadeh <kdmatthis@gmail.com>
Neighborhood Outreach • Larry Gilg <lgilg@grandecom.net>
Neighborhood Planning • Karen McGraw, 4315 Ave. C 459-2261
Local Historic District • inactive
Parks & Public Space • Mark Fishman, <mlfi shman@gmail.com> 
656-5505
Social • Deaton Bednar, <deatonbednar@grandecom.net>
Transportation • ............................................. VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Tree Preservation •  ....................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Triangle Development • Cathy Echols, 4002 Ave. C 206-0729
Zoning • Dorothy Richter, 3901 Ave. G 452-5117

From the Co-Presidents

Pecan Press
The Pecan Press is published monthly by the Hyde 

Park Neighborhood Association in Austin, Texas.
Note: Each month’s ad and editorial deadline is 

the 15th of month preceding publication.

Editor
Paul Kamprath <pecaneditor@gmail.com>

Editor Emeritus
Grant Thomas 450-0464 <hgrantthomas@gmail.com>

Poetry Editor
Charlotte Herzele <herzele@gmail.com>

Crime & Safety Chairman 
Heather Freeman <hdozierfreeman@yahoo.com>

Production Manager/Advertising Director
Robert M. Farr 731-0617 <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>

Mail Ad Payments to: 
Lynne Hohlfeld P.O. Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765

Mail Ad Artwork to:
Robert M. Farr <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>

7500 Chelmsford Dr. Austin,TX 78736

Distribution Coordinator
Rimas Remeza • 4105 Ave. F • 371-3158

 <rimasx@yahoo.com>

Area Coordinators
N of 45th/W of Duval • Syema Muzaffar
N of 45th/E of Duval • Jay Gerard & Carrie Laughlin  371-1546
S of 45th/W of Speedway • Ashley Schweickart
S of 45th/E of Speedway • Martha Campbell ............... 452-2815

Contributors
Glen Alyn, Cynthia Beeman, Laurence Becker, Deaton Bednar, Mary 
Collins Blackmon, Steve Bratteng , George Bristol, Sharon Brown, 
Lewis Brownlow, Amon Burton, Martha Campbell, Inga Marie 
Carmel, Josephine Casey, Kitty Clark, Betsy Clubine, Elsy Cogswell, 
Carol Cohen Burton, William Cook, Susan Crites Krumm, Celeste 
Cromack, Herb Dickson, Avis Davis, Pam Dozler, Cathy Echols, 
Mark Fishman, Merle Franke, Nadia Freeman, Larry Freilich, Eugene 
George, Mary Carolyn George, Barbara Gibson, Larry Gilg, Susan 
Gilg, Ann S. Graham, Carolyn E. Grimes, Lisa Harris, Anne Hebert, 
Ben Heimsath, Albert Huffstickler, Cynthia Janis, Paul Kamprath, 
John Kerr, Susan Kerr, Susan Kirk, Dennis Lensing, Karen McGraw, 
Sharon Majors, Libby Malone, Alan Marburger, Peter Maxson, Brook 
Meggs, Elaine Meenehan, Fred Meredith, Susan Moffat, John Paul 
Moore, Jack Nokes, Jill Nokes, Wanda Penn, Linda Pennington, 
Dorothy Richter, Walter Richter, Kristen De La Rosa, Steve Sadowsky, 
Mark Sainsbury, Jessica Salinas, Mary Lou Serafi ne, Cathy Short, 
Sarah Sitton, Thad Sitton, Clay Smith, Niyianta Spelman, Julie Strong, 
Kathleen Strong, Grant Thomas, Debbie Trammell, Rollo Treadway, 
Lao Tzu, Jennifer Vickers, Katie Vignery, Sandra Villalaz-Dickson, 
Lorre Weidlich, Adam Wilson, Hanna Wiseman Jacobs, Sue Young, 
Hermelinda Zamarripa.

swim season to start back up in a 
few months!

We are very pleased to an-
nounce that Carolyn Grimes has 
agreed to be the new 2013 Chair-
person for the Hyde Park Homes 
Tour! Now all the fun can be-
gin with looking for houses to be 
on the tour, rounding up volun-
teers, and planning this wonderful 
neighborhood event. The 2012 
tour was a big success, and we 
will continue the trend of having 
the tour in the fall again in 2013. 
The Homes Tour is one of the big-
gest fundraisers for the HPNA and 
involves thousands of hours of vol-
unteer time spent making sure the 
tour runs smoothly, and we know 
2013 will produce another fabulous 
celebration of some of the great 
houses in Hyde Park. If you’re in-
terested in having your home 
on this year’s tour or you would 
like to participate as a house cap-
tain, docent, or any of the other 
important volunteer positions, 
please contact Carolyn Grimes at 
<cgrimes@cbunited.com> or 512-
426-3559, or contact the HPNA 
Co-President’s John Williams 
<jawilli@grandecom.net> or Ash-
ley Schweickart <amschweickart@
gmail.com>. Thanks to Carolyn 
Grimes for stepping up this year to 
lead the effort! 

We now have an offi cial date 
for the ribbon cutting ceremony for 
the new Huffstickler Green at the 
northeast corner of 38th Street and 
Duval. The date will be on Satur-
day, May 4th at 10:30 am. Thank 
you to Kathy Lawrence, John Paul 
Moore, and Mark Fishman for co-
ordinating the Hyde Park efforts 
and working with our Hancock 
neighbors to plan this event. We 
are looking forward to this event 

The month of March started off with another wonderful It’s My Park Day at Shipe Park, 
and we were glad to see the Ney Museum grounds added in the cleanup effort this year. 

We’re always amazed to see 
how many neighbors come out to 
volunteer their time to help make 
Shipe Park look amazing for the 
springtime. We are also very for-
tunate to have so many neighbors 
that have donated money over 
the years for the irrigation system 
that helps keep the Shipe grounds 
in good shape year round. Fi-
nally, the mosaic mural on the 
pump house wall looks amazing! 
Thanks again to the Friends of 
Shipe Park for all their hard work 
and dedication to our neigh-
borhood park. We can’t wait for 

to offi cially open this new green 
space, and to celebrate the life of 
Albert Huffstickler, The Bard of 
Hyde Park.

We hope everyone that came 
out to Shipe Park had a great time 
at the Hyde Park Egg Scramble 
at the end of March! Hopeful-
ly this year’s event will start back 
up this fun Hyde Park springtime 
tradition for our neighborhood 
children.

— John Williams
<jawilli@grandecom.net>
& Ashley Schweickart
<amschweickart@gmail.com>
HPNA Co-Presidents
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Send in your articles, letters, and photos (but not your 
poetry*) by the 15th of each month to:

 Editor, Pecan Press
 <pecaneditor@gmail.com>

*Send your poems to: 
 Charlotte Herzele
 <herzele@gmail.com>

We Welcome Your Submissions to Pecan Press

Note: The Pecan Press will not publish unsigned/unattributed poetry. All poems (even if written 
under a pen name) must carry a name and address or phone number for identifi cation and 
verifi cation purposes.

HPNA Membership Info

All memberships expire on September 30th 
of each year. 

�
Membership in HPNA is open to all 
residents aged 18 years or older who reside 
within the boundaries of Hyde Park or 
within 300 feet of the designated 
boundaries.  

�
New members, and members who lapse in 
dues for over six months, are eligible to 
vote at HPNA meetings 30 days after 
receipt of dues.

 

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association Enrollment         2012-13 Membership

Name  ______________________________________________ Phone ___________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________          

   I wish to be notified via email of HPNA meetings and events.   

Email ____________________________________________________

Dues (per person) 

  Standard - $5/year       Senior Citizen- $1/year

  New Member       Renewing Member

Payment:    Check        Cash  Date ____________

All memberships expire on September 30th of each year.  

Bring to an HPNA 
meeting, or send to: 

HPNA Membership
P.O. Box 49427
Austin, Texas  78765

Make checks payable to HPNA.   

has continued to grow (over six percent in the last fi ve 
years alone) and its facilities have continued to decline 
with age. The 2008 interim bond provided a stop-gap 
measure for some campuses, but as with older homes, 
deferred work often mean greater expense down the 
road. Many critical items in the proposed bond have 
already been put off for years. We can no longer post-
pone these major investments in facilities that must 
serve nearly 87,000 children every day.

The good news is that our school bond investments 
will stay in Austin to benefi t our community and 
its students. Unlike other education funding, bonds 
are not subject to “recapture” under Texas’ school fi -
nance system, which currently sees the state skimming 
off 45% of our local school taxes for redistribution to 
other districts. These bonds will be a permanent in-
vestment in Austin’s future. NOTE: Bond proceeds 
may only be used to fund capital improvement proj-
ects, major repairs, new construction, technology and 
transportation. They may not be used to fund routine 
maintenance and operating costs such as salaries, sup-
plies, utilities, insurance or other daily costs.

What will this cost? For the average homeown-
er, the proposed bond package would run about $70 
per year, or about $5.83 per month, less than the price 
of a six-pack of beer or a couple of small coffee drinks. 
Homeowners over the age of 65 who have an existing 
approved tax ceiling certifi cation would not see any 
impact on their property tax bill.

To meet tomorrow’s challenges, Austin kids need 
safe, healthy, suffi cient school facilities now. Please 
consider their future when deciding how to vote in the 
May 11th bond election.

— Susan Moffat

But I Don’t Have Kids — Why 
Should I Care About School Bonds?
Parents know school bonds are a sound investment. 
But let’s say you don’t have a child in school. What’s 
in it for you?

• Your property values. Academic studies have found 
that what common sense already tells us: good pub-
lic schools are a key factor in maintaining strong 
property values. A 2009 report by the National As-
sociation of Realtors found that school quality was 
important factor for many prospective homebuyers. 
Your home is likely your biggest investment –isn’t it 
worth protecting?

• Your community. Some impacts can’t be measured 
in dollars and cents, but may be just as import-
ant. Studies have shown that if a school closes for 
any reason (poor maintenance, budget cuts, etc.), 
civic participation in the area also declines and resi-
dents are more likely to move away. Neighborhoods 
schools are the heart of our community – we all 
have a stake in maintaining them.

• Your future. The gerontologist who will care for you 
in your old age is likely enrolled in kindergarten 
right now.  The fi nancial analyst who will help you 
plan for a secure retirement may be in fourth grade. 
The mechanic who will keep your car safe, the en-
gineer who will design your new computer, the 
teacher who will educate your grandkids, the soft-
ware genius with the next big idea…tomorrow’s 
workers, professionals and business leaders are in 
school today. We need to do right by them so they 
can do right by us.

Remember, the real question is not whether we can 
afford to invest in our schools. It’s whether we can af-
ford not to.

— Susan Moffat

School Bonds Matter...
     …cont’d from page 1
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Continued on following page 

HPNA Meeting Minutes 
March 4, 2013

The meeting was called to order at 7:06 pm 
by Co-President Ashley Schweickart. The 

assemblage introduced themselves to one 
another.

Announcements were made. First, Oliver Frank-
lin, Ney Museum Coordinator, thanked neighbors 
for the work completed during It’s My Park Day last 
Saturday. He noted in particular that creek clean-up, 
fence repairs and bridge painting were done with out-
standing leadership from Hyde Parkers.

John Cooper and David Perkins introduced the 
New Resident Welcome Packets for Hyde Park resi-
dents created by HPNA’s Outreach Committee.  The 
packet’s contents are presented in reusable bags from 
Fresh Plus and include a welcome letter, renovation 
process explanation, HPNA contact information, and 
a complimentary one-year membership to HPNA.  
The future plan for the packets includes coupons 
from Hyde Park businesses.  Much of the neighbor-
hood information in the packet can also be found on 
the HPNA website.  Members are encouraged to send 
the addresses of new residents to the Outreach Com-
mittee.  Lisa Harris suggested that voter registration 
cards could also be included in the packets. 

Dorothy Richter pointed out that having con-
tact information for neighbors can be very helpful in 
emergency situations.  It was suggested that neigh-
bors may fi nd it benefi cial to exchange contact 
information, perhaps on a per-block basis, for poten-
tially emergency scenarios.

Ashley Schweickart announced that the Neigh-
borhood Outreach Survey is now available online for 
residents to provide input on neighborhood activi-
ties, engagement, and HPNA. The questionnaire will 
be used to help with future activities and the direc-
tion the neighborhood takes.  Ashley also announced 
that Kevin Heyburn was chosen by the HPNA Steer-
ing Committee to serve as the HPNA Representative 
to the Neighborhood Contact Team.

The last announcement was regarding the HPNA 
Egg Scramble, an event styled after a traditional Eas-
ter egg hunt, which will be held the morning of March 
30th. Volunteers are needed for the set-up and clean-
up.  Please contact co-President John Williams at 
jawilli@grandecom.net for further information.

The fi rst order of business was a presentation by 
Leslie Sweet, Director of Public Affairs, representing 
HEB/Central Market grocery stores.  A new City or-
dinance bans single use plastic bags. She encouraged 
customers to bring reusable bags and outlined ways 
that HEB will try to remind customers to use them.  
She announced how HEB demonstrates its commit-
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Hyde Park Handyman
Big or Small, We Do it All

PETE REED

20 Years Experience
Free Estimates
(512) 736-6539

ment to the program by using all fees collected for 
non-reusable bags to a program to promote reusable 
bags.

Next Alexis Patterson of Austin Community Col-
lege talked about the ACC campus at Highland Mall.  
There will be a major renovation and ground breaking 
March 24, 2013 involving Phase 1 at the site of the for-
mer JC Penney store.  This building will be for ACC 
instruction, library, union and math emporium. Matt 
Whelan of Red Leaf Properties continued the over-
view of the redevelopment project.  Red Leaf will be 
coordinating the development in conjunction with 
ACC and will provide opportunities for other devel-
opers with a more defi ned purpose.  Questions were 
asked by neighbors regarding landscaping, traffi c 
fl ow on the main corridors of ingress and egress, ded-
icated parking for commuter train riders, alternative 
modes of transportation to and from the Highland 
Mall site, retaining the current farmers’ market, and 
possible redevelopment of nearby Lincoln Village.  A 
concern was raised about the decrease in tax revenue 
through the conversion from taxable property to pub-
lic ACC property.

There was no further business and the meeting 
was adjourned at 8:07 pm.

— Mike Pikulski & 
Claire de Young,
HPNA Co-Secretaries

inner city tax,” she said, adding that the council might 
fi le suit if it is adopted. Bruce Raborn of HPNA’s 
long-range planning committee said that if the case 
goes to court, the neighborhood association would fi le 
a supporting brief as an amicus curiae and possibly 
join the suit.

Gossett said the legal doctrine of disparate impact 
was clear in this case. “The soil in the north and west 
suburbs is simply too thin to support big trees like pe-
cans and elms. This burden will fall completely on 
central, south, and east Austin,” she said. Van Harde-
veld had no comment on Gossett’s remarks. “I’m not a 
politician,” he said. “I’m a forester.”

But Charles Rostoff, legal counsel for Austin En-
ergy disputed Gossett’s charge. “Alleging disparate 
impact for charging special fees on heavy users of 
services would be like saying toll roads were unfair 
because they bear more heavily on drivers, or a gradu-
atedincome tax is unfair because it bears more heavily 
on the wealthy. This will not hold up in court.”

A fee schedule is still being developed by Ergco-
nomics, a Dallas-based contractor. Reportedly, fees 
would likely range from about three to 6 dollars per 
tree per month. Even this would not completely cover 

Fighting the ‘Tree Tax’...
     …cont’d from page 1

Continued on page 6
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       FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 

PROFIT BOOKKEEPING 
Local bookkeepers for Austin businesses 

www.profit-bookkeeping.com 
 Scott Hillen: 512.323.6209 

scott@profit-bookkeeping.com 

Too busy to do your own bookkeeping? 

We offer affordable bookkeeping 

services for small businesses including 

restaurants, bars, service companies 

and start-ups. 

the cost of dealing with downed limbs and trees.
Van Hardeveld said there is an alternative. Austin 

Energy will, without cost, remove pecan and elm trees 
and replace them with a new tree developed at Texas 
A&M, the Brazosberry. No fees would be charged for 
the fast growing hybrid.

The Brazosberry, named for the river whose wa-
ter nourished it as it was being developed at A&M, is a 
densely leaved, fast-growing fruit tree with short, stur-
dy limbs. It can grow to heights in excess of 35 feet, 
but its deep taproot makes it very stable in heavy wind 
even if the soil is saturated with water. It provides ef-
fective shade when planted on the south and west 
sides of residences.

The tree’s bright purple berry, about twice the 
size of a cherry, has been compared to a ripe plum in 
taste. Van Hardeveld said that Brazosberry orchards 
are springing up all over East Texas as the fruit gains 
popularity. He reported that Brazosberry took sec-
ond place in the preserved fruit category at last year’s 
state fair, and sixth place in the fruit pie competition. If 
not picked, Brazosberries harden into something like a 
nut, with the consistency of a chestnut and a taste re-
markably similar to a hazel nut. “It’s really an amazing 
tree,” he said. “The Aggies outdid themselves on this 
one.”

A neighbor, who asked to remain anonymous, sug-
gested that if our pecans are replaced by Brazosberry 
trees we might have to change the name of our news-
letter from the Pecan Press to the Brazosberry Bulletin.

The tree’s only downside, according to van Harde-
veld, are the blossoms, which, like a variety of carrion 
fl owers, give off the odor of rotting fl esh. This endures 
for about two weeks, until the fruit ‘sets.’ But he urged 
neighbors to consider the upside: the malodorous blos-
soms strongly attract some of the most beautiful birds 
in Central Texas, including the indigo bunting, paint-
ed bunting, Eastern bluebird, summer tanager, and the 
ubiquitous monk parakeet.

Van Hardeveld said the fee schedule and regu-
lation are expected to be promulgated by mid-June. 
Since it is an administrative fee, public hearings are not 
planned, although an announcement of the fee will be 
sent with the July utility bills.

As disheartening as the new fees are, something 
just as bad is on the horizon. Pushed by native plant 
enthusiasts, Austin’s Parks and Recreation Department 
is considering fees on shrubs that are considered in-
vasive, such as nandina and ligustrum. Fees would be 
rolled into property taxes. This is still in the prelimi-
nary stages of study and discussion.

— Rollo Treadway 

Fighting the ‘Tree Tax’...
     …cont’d from page 5

Hyde Park has a fascinating legacy
Austin’s Hyde Park... the fi rst 50 years 1891-1941

by Sarah Sitton and Thad Sitton

Pick up a copy at the Avenue B Grocery
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When a guy with this much gray hair talks, it pays to listen.

Up to $5,100 cash incentives + 3.99% financing
+ Up to $2,300 cash back from Austin Energy.
+ Up to $500 cash back from the Department of Energy.
+ Up to $500 cash back from Texas Gas Service.
+ Upto a $400 discount from Stan's.
+ Deduct your rebates and discounts.
+ Finance the balance at 3.99% with no money out of pocket. 
+ Up to $900 Carrier cool cash.
+ Deduct up to an additional $500 on your 2013 federal tax bill.

Ends May 31 or when funds are depleted.

UP TO

$5100
SAVINGS

Rebates based on an 1800 sq. ft. home in average condition. Energy improvements required for maximum rebates and loan W.A.C.  
Carrier Cool Cash available for Infinity series only. 

Homeowners who did not receive energy tax credits from 2006 –2011 & are improving their primary residence may qualify for the maximum combined credit of $500.

929-9393
www.stansac.com

Major credit cards accepted. TACLB 23827E

Your Neighborhood Specialist
When it’s time to choose a Realtor, choose a 
true neighborhood expert. I provide exemplary 
customer service along with innovative, 
peerless marketing strategies, and accurate, 
in-depth knowledge of our neighborhood and 
its unique homes. 
 
Whether you are buying, selling, or investing, 
contact me today for a complimentary 
consultation. 

 

I live here, I work here. 

www.tammyyoung.com

TAMMY YOUNG 
Broker Associate, GRI 
512.695.6940 
tammy@realtyaustin.com
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Hyde Park Neighborhood 
Plan Contact Team
I was surprised to learn recently that Hyde Park has 

two separate groups that are “authorized” to speak 
on behalf of neighbors in matters regarding city poli-
cies and plans for the neighborhood. 

For most of its nearly 40 year history, the Hyde Park 
Neighborhood Association (HPNA) has been the voice of 

the neighborhood on City issues. The concept 
is embodied in the by-laws, , , all positions 
of the association to be communicated to any 
governmental body only takes place after a 
recorded vote of the membership. HPNA has 
identifi able offi cers and a steering committee 
elected by dues paying members that provide 
transparency and accountability for actions 

taken by the association. It has long been recognized by 
the City of Austin as representing the interest of neigh-
bors residing within its borders.

However, in the interest of more diverse inputs on 
neighborhood plans, city offi cials instituted Neighbor-
hood Plan Contact Teams (NPCT), designated to be the 
stewards or advocates of their adopted neighborhood 
plan. Contact teams are envisioned to work with city 
staff towards the implementation of their recommen-
dations, review and initiate plan amendments, serve as 
community points of contact, and work on behalf of other 
neighborhood stakeholders. The ordinance creating con-
tact teams states The neighborhood plan contact team is 
a separate body apart from any other existing or future 
neighborhood organization.  NPCTs are asked to convey 
opinions on neighborhood plans or plan amendments di-
rectly to city staff and boards and commissions, rather 
than through the traditional HPNA channel. 

It seems to me that the City got it backward - that 
HPNA should offi cially provide direction to the Con-
tact Team on issues that affect the Hyde Park Plan. HPNA 
has the leadership, structure and institutional memory to 
formally respond to the city on planning issues that af-
fect Hyde Park Plan implementation and amendments, 
zoning, code enforcement and other vital concerns of 
neighbors. 

Given the momentum behind neighborhood plans 
and contact teams as currently instituted, it is extreme-
ly unlikely that the city will change its stance re contact 
team requirements; so it is imperative that the HPNA 
Steering Committee provide detailed guidance to the 
Contact Team regarding how and who will address vi-
tal interests in the neighborhood. I am encouraged that 
the Steering Committee selected Kevin Heyburn to be the 
HPNA-Contact Team liaison at their meeting last month. 
I expect that members of both groups will support Kevin 
in striking a balance among the groups who are autho-
rized to speak for the neighborhood. We are fortunate to 
live in a neighborhood where the built environment sup-
ports neighborliness - both HPNA and the Contact Team 
serve the neighborhood best when that concept informs 
decisions.

— Larry Gilg
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An Invitation to Join the 
Hyde Park Homes Tour
This is Your Neighborhood • Welcome • Get Involved

Within two months of my moving to Hyde Park 
in the late 1990s, I read an article in the Pe-

can Press that invited me to join in and help with the 
Hyde Park Homes Tour. I thought, “that sounds like 
a nice way to get my feet wet, meet some new neigh-
bors, and learn about my new community.” 

Little did I know how important that decision would 
be for my becoming a real part of this neighborhood. 
Through that experience, I learned why so many people 
love Hyde Park and why it is so different from any other 
place in Austin. I learned that there are people who give 
back to their community for no other reason than they 
love older homes and they appreciate their wonderful, 
quirky neighbors and neighborhood. 

I met more of my neighbors that fi rst year than I had 
in over fi fteen years in Dallas and San Antonio. So, I am 
asking you to do the same. I have agreed to Chair the 
37th Hyde Park Homes Tour on November 10, and I can 
use your help. 

Do you have or know of a home in the neighborhood 
that you think should be put on our tour? Are you a new 
home owner that has a wonderful new, old home, or have 
you been spending time transforming your home into 
something that you are proud to show others. 

The Hyde Park Homes Tour is all about showing 
how older homes can be saved, transformed, and re-
vitalized. It is about how we can celebrate that special 
character and architecture of older homes yet adapt them 
to contemporary lifestyles with new interiors, additions, 
conveniences, and technologies. Let me know, if you 
want to join in. 

Be a part of this new, old neighborhood. I can use 
your help in any way you have time or talents. Welcome. 
Get involved in YOUR neighborhood! Contact me at 
<cgrimes@cbunited.com> or 512-426-3559. 

— Carolyn Grimes
Chair, 2013 Hyde Park Homes Tour

Griffin School Presents

idsummer
ights        

eProm 

M
N
R

Adult Gala
May 4th 7-11pm

Drinks, Dancing, Auction

Themed Costume Attire

griffinschool.org/specialevents
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ARBORTECH 
 

Member of and Certified by The International  
Society of Arboriculture 

 

Stan Noblett, B. S. Molecular Biology 

 

940-0705 
Residential-Commercial 

 

· Sick Tree Diagnosis                           · Pruning   
· Storm Damage                                   · Removal 

· Ball Moss                         · Cabling & Bracing 

· Lot Clearing                             · Roof Clearing 

· Appraisal                       · Native Tree Experts 

Complete Tree Service 

www.arbortech.org 

 If it’s dirty and it’s work we do it.

Quotes by quantity/job/hour/day ·(512) 328 3698 · dirtyworkservices.com

Junk hauling & misc small stuff.HOURLY

Crew & equipment for 4hrs.HALF DAY

All-day big boy work for 8hrs.FULL DAY

Got a big project? Let’s t
alk.MULTI·DAY

Moldy Furniture ·

Heavy Equipment ·

Trenching ·

Submerged Vehicles ·

Structure Removal ·

Crawlspaces ·

Pet Problems ·

Meteor Damage ·

Chemicals ·

Boulders ·

Catastrophe Cleanup ·

Trees & Holes ·

Power Lines ·

Mudslides ·

Dangerous Plants ·

Wild Game ·

Festivals & Parties ·
Etc ·

Junk Hauling ·

Debris Clearing ·

Trash Toting ·

Appliance Removal ·

Power Washing ·

Manual Labor ·

Construction Waste ·

Recycling ·

Hoarders ·

Demolition ·

Concrete Work ·

Dirt Work ·

Drainage Issues ·

Rotting Animals ·

Asbestos ·

Wet Insulation ·

Standing Sewage ·
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EXPERT INTERIOR DESIGN HELP IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

MARJORIE DURST
DESIGN CONSULTANT

I CAN HELP YOU BRING YOUR THOUGHTS TOGETHER, CREATE A 
COHESIVE PLAN AND HOLD YOUR HAND THROUGH THOSE DARK 

HOURS OF DECISION MAKING

ADVICE BY THE HOUR OLDER HOMES A SPECIALTY
512.820.4607 MARJORIEDURST@GMAIL.COM

The Montessori CenterThe Montessori Center
Celebrating 30 years of excellence
Enrolling 3-6 yr olds for fall 2013

4108 Avenue H, 512-451-5081

A Rewarding MLK Weekend 
Led by Trinity United Methodist Church

Trinity United Methodist Church’s 2nd Annu-
al America’s Sunday Supper and Peace Through 

Pie Social brought together many neighbors and 
community partners, sharing conversation and “Peace 
Pie” together. 

This year’s topic focused on the hopes, obstacles, 
and opportunities facing families starting a new life in 
our community and challenges our country faces by not 
fully addressing the issue of immigration. Three short 
videos sparked the conversation: Founder Meg Erskine 
showcased the work of Austin’s Multicultural Refugee 
Coalition with the fi lm “This Austin Life”; “Illegal” high-
lighted the perils of high school and college students 
pursuing their academic dreams as undocumented res-
idents;  and Elaine Cohen of Texans United for Families 
showed a clip from the feature fi lm, “Punishment and 
Profi ts”, highlighting the controversy of the profi table 
economy surrounding immigration detention centers. 
Links to these fi lms can be found at <www.tumc.org/
SundaySupper>.

Pastor Sid Hall invited State Rep.Elliott Naishtat to 
give closing remarks before the conversation was opened 
to everyone at the table. 

The event was sponsored by Trinity United Methodist 
Church in partnership with Peace Through Pie, Amigos 
de las Américas - Austin Chapter, Texans United For Fam-
ilies, Multicultural Refugee Coalition, Southwest Texas 
Methodist Federation for Social Action, and the Hyde 
Park Neighborhood Association.

Martin Luther King Day Of Service was a reward-
ing Monday spent doing a host of light construction, 
painting, and gardening projects at Posada Esperanza, a 
full service transitional housing program for immigrant 
mothers and children run by Casa Marianella <www.
casamarianella.org/posada-esperanza>. 

Very special thanks to TUMC’s Youth Director, Matt 
Moon, for his leadership in making the day a success. The 
gathering of over 20 individuals from TUMC, Honda Cam-
pus All-Star Challenge/Huston-Tillotson University, Amigos 
de las Américas, and Food is Free <http://foodisfreeproject.
org/>, painted the living area of one home, rebuilt fences, 
tidied up yards, installed garden beds, new curtains, built 
new screens, and raked pathways, all with the helpful en-
thusiasm of the small children who lived at Posada. 

Very special thanks to TUMC’s Pastor Sid Hall, Ad-
ministrator Amy Duncan, and Youth Director Matt Moon, 
and all who participated in these weekend events, for 
their collective inspiration and generous spirit - bringing 
us together as a community to make a positive difference 
in the lives of those needing a little extra support.

We can all look forward to next year’s MLK weekend 
events and future opportunities to create positive social 
change...working together. 
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HYDE PARK NEIGHBORS

Join our Email Newsletter for Exclusive Offers

Delivering Pies To Our

for 35 Years!

www.ConansPizza.com

478-5712
603 W 29th

Requirement Proposed for a 
Funded Position to Represent 
Public Interests in the Nascent 
Land Development Code 
Rewrite Process

It is fairly universally accepted that Austin’s Land 
Development Code, aka LDC (Title 25), which gov-

erns and regulates development within the City’s 
planning and zoning jurisdiction has evolved to be 
convoluted and complex, such that it has become 
almost impossible to comprehend and is open to mul-
tiple confl icting interpretations. The last revision of 
the LDC occurred in 1984. Since as recent as 2005, 
there have been more than 180 proposed amendments 
to the code. As you can imagine, this rewrite will be a 
massive and complex undertaking, with no shortage 
of outside infl uences jockeying to have the code writ-
ten to positively impact their interests. 

For historical perspective, the extensive LDC rewrite 
was part of a recommendation of the Imagine Austin 
Comprehensive Plan, (the 247 pages of which can be read 
at <ftp://ftp.ci.austin.tx.us/GIS-Data/planning/comp-
plan/iacp-TFDRAFT_3-1-12-web.pdf>.

This Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan was 
unanimously approved by City Council on June 15, 
2012 and supported by the Real Estate Council of Aus-
tin, aka RECA. An excellent, but lengthy summary 
of the background and components of the “Imagine 
Austin Plan” and the ancillary offspring—the LDC re-
write—can be read at the RECA website at: <www.
recaonline.com/index.php/advocacy/current-issues/
city-issues/64-advocacy/current-issues/city-is-
sues/103-imagine-austin-comprehensive-plan.html>.

For an excellent but—spoiler alert—possibly 
real estate-biased background on the LDC rewrite — 
and certainly more information than this observer 
has time to offer, you may read LDC Revision back-
ground and updates at the RECA webpage: <www.
recaonline.com/index.php/advocacy/current-issues/
city-issues/64-advocacy/current-issues/city-is-
sues/760-land-development-code-revision.html>.

The net-net of the representational controversy for the 
LDC rewrite situation seems to be as follows:

Council will pay $2 million to hired municipal code 
consultants to totally rewrite the entire LDC. It will be a 
complex and labor-intensive endeavor, expected to take 
years to complete. Imagine, if you will, which outside-in-
terest parties will have personnel dedicated full-time to 
infl uencing the outcome of this LDC rewrite. It is because 
of concerns about outside commercial infl uences that 
Austin Neighborhood Council (ANC), has drafted and 
adopted a resolution requesting that City Council allo-
cate $200,000 or 1/10th of the amount ultimately spent on 
hired outside consultants (whichever amount is greater), 
to hire a full-time knowledgeable individual to represent 
public interests for the neighborhoods and environment 

Continued on page 16
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Lucien, Stirling and Gray  
Advisory Group, Inc. 

How do you define “wealth”? 
 

Hint:  It’s more than your balance sheet 
 

Exploring this question and crafting  
thoughtful long-term plans  

is how we deliver  
wealth management services  

in a meaningful, personal way. 
 

Please give us a call. 
 

“Life is full of riches.  Your relationship with  
an advisor should be the same.” 

 

4005 Guadalupe · Austin, TX  78751 
(512) 458-2517 

www.lsggroup.com 

“Smart Decisions About Serious Money” 

A Registered Investment Advisor providing  
Fiduciary level planning, advice & asset management services 

In Hyde Park since 1992 



Page 16 — April 2013 — Pecan Press

 

HYDE PARK 
Home Owner & Neighborhood REALTOR®

Jeff Baker  512.619.7421
ABOR  |  REALTOR®  |  Former State Licensed Appraiser  

HybridRealtor@Stanberry.com

In partnership with 
solesforsouls, I will be 
donating 200 pairs of shoes 
for those in need with each 
real estate transaction. To 
see how you can get involved 
check out soles4souls.org! 
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in the LDC rewrite process. Similar public representation, 
for example, was ultimately funded by Council for the 
Austin Energy rate setting process. Be aware that an Ad-
visory Committee was also formed, whose members were 
recently appointed by Council and Staff. It is comprised 
of alleged diverse stakeholders to give their opinions 
to the hired consultants who will be writing the revised 
code. 

Those Advisory Committee members have been re-
cently selected. They are listed below, along with the 
Council member (in parentheses) who appointed them:

Chris Bradford- (Mayor Pro Tem Sheryl Cole)
Jim Duncan – (Council Member Laura Morrison)
Will Herring (Mayor Lee Leffi ngwell)
Jeff Jack (Council Member Kathie Tovo)
Stephen Oliver (Council Member Chris Riley) 
Brian Reis (Council Member Mike Martinez)
Melissa Neslund (Council Member Bill Spelman)
Staff has selected four additional Staff members to sit 

on the Advisory Committee.
To get an idea of the political aspects surfacing re-

garding this LDC rewrite, it may be interesting to view a 
7 minute verbal justifi cation given by Council member, 
Bill Spelman, at the January 31, 2013 City Council meet-
ing as to why he, Councilmember Sheryl Cole, and Mayor 
Lee Leffi ngwell, sponsored a bill advocating paid lobby-
ists to be included as stakeholders on the LDC rewrite 
Advisory Committee. See the video at<www.austintx.
swagit.com/play/01312013-501>, Select Item # 29. How-
ever, at the end of the verbal rationale for including 
lobbyists, Mr. Spelman withdrew the tri-sponsored item 
to amend the ordinance to allow lobbyists on the Com-
mittee, evidently due to other political pressures?

If the HPNA membership is interested in also of-
fering a resolution, similar to ANC’s, to persuade City 
Council members to fund a position to represent the pub-
lic interests beyond the Advisory Committee, then time 
is of the essence, since the consultants hired to manage 
the LDC rewrite are slated to be interviewed and selected 
during March 2013. By the time the April Pecan Press goes 
to press, it may be too late to obtain such a resolution 
for Council’s approval for a public representative for the 
LDC rewrite. The ANC resolution was presented to our 
HPNA Steering Committee to consider drafting a similar 
resolution on behalf of HPNA members, if deemed ap-
propriate to do so. A copy of the adopted ANC resolution 
can be read at: <www.ancweb.org/docs/resolutions/
ANCResolution_PublicIntConsult_Draft_27Feb2013.pdf>.

As with all political items of passion in Austin, (are 
there any that are not?) we’ll observe how this saga and 
politically charged endeavor will unfold.

— Ellen Williams

Funded Position...
     …cont’d from page 14
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512.740.5771  |  SUZEE@THEGILLAGENCY.COM  |  THEGILLAGENCY.COM

Contact Suzee Brooks
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Hyde Park Specialist

Sam Archer
Broker | Realtor®, Juice Homes LLC

512.633.4650
Sam@ArcherAustin.com
www.JuiceHomes.com

and Resident

Sam is a Hyde Park enthusiast and has been living and investing in Hyde 
Park since 1995.
 

Negotiation Expert®

Call Sam if you are considering selling .  It makes a difference 
when your Realtor® knows what is happening in our real estate market.

Helping clients buy and sell in 
Austin with integrity and 

unparalleled representation
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Clean Sweep 2013

This year Keep Austin Beautiful’s Clean 
Sweep event will take place on April 13th 

from 9 A.M. to 11 A.M. 
I registered a clean up of the stretch of Waller 

Creek that is close to Intramural Fields but if you 
want to do a graffi ti cleanup in the neighborhood 
instead still register on the Keep Austin Beautiful 
website: <www.keepaustinbeautiful.org/clean-
sweep/volunteer>, but let me know in advance that 
you want to abate graffi ti instead so I can make sure 
to have supplies for you. It wasn’t possible to register 
the event as both a creek cleanup and a graffi ti clean-
up on the Keep Austin Beautiful website but there are 
enough slots to have some people working on graffi ti 
instead of in the creek.

Volunteers get wristbands that get them admis-
sion to the volunteer appreciation party at Fiesta 
Gardens right after the cleanup. The party will 
include live music, free food, an environmental edu-
cation fair and a most unique object contest.

If you try to register shortly before the event and 
the Keep Austin Beautiful website says there are no 
more volunteer slots open please left let me know and 
I will add you.

— Lisa Harris
<ljharrisus@yahoo.com>

Pharaoh Ants
Pharaoh ants, also known as sugar ants or piss ants, 

are tiny (~1/16 inch), orangish-colored ants that 
may become a nuisance in homes. In Central Tex-
as, these ants are only found indoors because it is too 
cold for them outside. Colonies like to be located in 
warm areas near food and water, so are usually found 
in kitchen or bathroom areas and may be found in 
wall voids. Workers may travel along pipes or wires 
within wall voids to travel through the home looking 
for a wide variety of foods.

Pharaoh ants do not have mating swarms like many 
other ants. Mating takes place within the colony and 
the colony spreads by “budding.” “Budding” is when a 
queen and many worker ants leave the parent colony to 
create a new colony. The ants can also “bud” and create 
a new queen from brood (eggs, larvae, pupae) if they are 
separated from the parent colony.

Due to budding, it is best to use ant baits to manage 
pharaoh ants. If pesticide sprays are used, it stimulates 
budding of the colony and creates more colonies than 
were originally being managed. Baits should be placed 
where ants are trailing to food and water sources. It is 
best to reduce other available food so that the ants will 
more readily take the bait product. If ants are trailing, do 
not wipe away the trail. Instead, place bait on the trail for 
the ants to fi nd quickly.

— Wizzie Brown
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175+ Channels

Multi-Room TiVo®

HD Service

Showtime

Starz & Encore

Fastest Internet 

(up to 110Mbps!)

24/7 Award-Winning

Customer Service

And Much More!

W hen we say

WE’RE HERE FOR YOU, WE MEAN IT.

Starting at

/month
$79.99

Services subject to availability. Please contact Grande for details. Offer only applies to new residential customers only. Offer expires December 31, 2012. $79.99/month price is for 12 months and includes 3 Mbps 

Internet service and one Multi-Room TiVo receiver. Bundles with up to 110 Mbps available at higher monthly price. Installation, cable modem, taxes, fees, additional receivers, equipment, additional services or fea-

tures not included. Bundle also available with CableCARD however interactive features such as VOD are not available. Call Grande for price and details. A credit check and/or deposit may be required. Actual Internet 

speeds may vary and are not guaranteed. ot valid with any other offer and may not be transferred or redeemed for cash. All rights reserved. © 2012 Grande Communications Networks, LLC. 

210-320-4600 mygrande.com/getitall  Like us on
Facebook

Follow us on
Twitter



Suzanne Pringle 

REALTOR, Broker 

Cell (512) 217-1047 

pringle@ameliabullock.com 

www.ameliabullock.com 

  

  
The Spring selling season is just around the corner. Hyde Park homes are 
selling, prices are rising, and inventory is at it’s lowest level in several 
years. Take advantage of this seller’s market and give me a call today for 
a complimentary market analysis on your home or investment property.  

HHYDE PARK HOMES GALLERYHYDE PARK HOMES GALLERYHYDE PARK HOMES GALLERY   

WWW.108WEST33RD.COM 
 

Historic Landmark property. The 
Ocie Speer House, built in 1925 
on oversized lot with beautiful 
gardens and pool. 4BR, 3.5BA, 
3LIV,2DIN plus 1BR guest house. 

Listed at $995,000 

 

3816 CHERRYWOOD 
 

Rare find– vacant lot ready to 
build on in nearby French Place 
neighborhood. Lot size 68’x142’, 
zoned SF3. Call agent for survey. 

 
Listed at $249,000 

WWW.701EAST44TH.COM 
 

Luxury Craftsman home on .36 
acre lot. Remodel & addition in 
2005. Energy efficient with solar 
panels. Over 3100sf, 4BR, 2BA, 
3LIV plus  1BR, 1BA garage apt. 

Listed at $849,000 

 

5001 AVENUE H 
 

Classic 1931 Hyde Park bungalow 
on corner lot with alley access. 
Long leaf pine floors, rewired 
and replumbed. 2BR, 1BA, 1LIV. 
Detached carport & garage. 

Listed at $339,500 

WWW.4518AVENUED.COM 
 

Location, location, location! Cute 
1960s cottage ideal for first time 
buyers, UT parents, investors. 
2BR, 1BA, 1LIV, 1DIN. Garage 
and  RV pad. 

List Price $235,000 

4610 SPEEDWAY 
 

Adorable 1940s brick cottage 
adjacent to U.T. intramural 
fields. 2BR, 1BA, updated kitchen 
& bath. Large fenced yard with 
wet weather creek along back. 

Listed at $285,000 
 

WWW.204WEST33RD.COM 
 

1936 one-story brick Tudor with 
3BR, 1.5BA, 1LIV, 1DIN plus 
detached cottage/bonus room. 
Huge lot, 50’x198’ with space for 
pool or home addition. 

List Price $535,000 

4912 AVENUE H 
 

Classic Hyde Park bungalow with 
many recent updates. 3BR, 2BA, 
1LIV, 1DIN. Great storage and 
built-ins. Large fenced backyard. 
Detached garage and workshop.  

Listed at $379,000 
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