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	 Austin Speech Labs - neighbors 
Shelly Adair and Shilpa Shamapant 
discuss their nonprofit founded to 
provide language and speech services 
for stroke patients. 

	 Appraisal Q&A, Patrick Brown, 
Chief Appraiser for Travis County 
Central Appraisal District, discusses 
changes due to 2009 Constitutional 
Amendments and answers questions 
about improving appraisal process

	 Homes Tour Update 
	 Keep Austin Beautiful Clean Sweep 

on April 10th 

HPNA General Meeting  
Agenda for April 5st

Continued on page 3

According to Wendell Towery, 
Community Programs Director for 
TDCJ, plans call for the construc-
tion of a three-story, 14,000 square 
foot facility built in a confluence 
of turn-of-the-century architectur-
al styles, including Italianate and 
Eastlake. “With its wood shingle 
roof, wrap around ground floor 
porch and muted, earth-tone Vic-
torian paint scheme, this building 

New Neighbors at the Park

After a hotly contested demolition of three modest 
rent houses in 2005, and years of on-again, off-again 

proposed developments, the turbulent corner of Avenue 
F and 44th Street, directly across from Shipe Park, finally 
has a permanent plan for the future. At the March meeting 
of the HPNA Steering Committee, representatives of the 
Austin Planning and Development Review Department 
and the Texas Department of Criminal Justice laid out plans 
to surprised neighborhood leaders, delighting some and 
alarming others.

will be a neighborhood show-
piece,” he said. Although it cannot 
be considered a contributing struc-
ture in the neighborhood’s drive 
to become a historic district, Tow-
ery said the structure will be more 
typical of turn-of-the-century ar-
chitecture than the vast majority of 
commercial and residential struc-
tures already in Hyde Park. Now that we have your attention...

(See Hyde Park Gym article, pg. 12.)

It’s My Park! Day 
Hyde Park vol-
unteers turn out 
for annual event 
helping to beau-
tify Shipe Park.	
(See article pg. 9, 
and photo essay 
pg. 10.)

photo by Robin Silberling

Hey!

P E C A N  P L A C E
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to build on their properties facil-
ities for offices, classrooms, and 
additional parking. Even though 
the church has not built what has 
been permitted, the church has 
kept these permits active. Now 
twenty years later - Spring 2010: 
The church has not acquired or 
demolished any houses in the 
twenty-year period. Matter of fact, 
the church is in the process of sell-
ing their “non-strategic assets,” 
including the houses located on 
the 4000 block of Avenue F. Ad-
ditional properties are destined 
to be sold. In addition, the HP-
BC’s high school has moved to 
new facilities in Northwest Aus-
tin. As a result, the church’s future 
needs and building requirements 
appear to have changed. There-
fore, the HPBC’s Strategic Future 
Group, headed by Bob Liverman, 
would like to present the church’s 
future development and conceptu-
al plans to the neighborhood. The 
HPNA Steering Committee will re-
view these plans and then a series 
of neighborhood meetings will be 
held. Feedback, discussions, nego-
tiations and input from both sides 
are needed to ensure that a via-
ble and sensible middle ground is 
achieved. Hopefully, these negoti-
ations will result in a win-win for 
both sides with a new agreement 
prior to December 2010. Therefore, 
active participation from the neigh-
borhood is critical. 

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association
P. O Box 49427 • Austin, TX 78765

http://www.austinhydepark.org

— HPNA Officers/Steering Committee —
President  
• David Conner• daypaycon@yahoo.com .............................. 627-0813
Co-Vice Presidents 
• Cynthia Majors Lyons • majorslyon@homesinaustin.net ... 407-8080 
• Lisa Harris • Ljharrisus@yahoo.com................................... 467-2504
Co-Secretaries • Denise Girard • dmgirard@grandecom.net................ 
• Sally Robey • hotelrobey@aol.com............................... 956-536-1544
Co-Treasurers • Carol Jackson • caroljackson@austin.rr.com  
I Jay Aarons • ijaarons@aol.com • PO Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765
Additional Steering Committee Members: • Dorothy Richter • Stan 
Kozinzky • Wanda Penn • Kent Rosivi • Paula Rhodes • Mark Fishman

HPNA Committee/Task Forces (w/chairs)
AISD • Ann S. Graham, 3815 Ave H..............................................458-8096
Alley Coordinator • Carol Burton, skywash@austin.rr.com........................
Austin Neighborhoods Council Rep. • Lisa Harris, ljharrisus@yahoo.com
Beautification 	..................................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Children’s Programs • ....................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Church/Neighborhood Liaison • Niyata Spelman, 3802 Ave. F.	459-8349
Communications/Web • Robin Silberling, robin@wcook.org......452-1783
Crime & Safety • Carol Welder, cjwelder@msn.com...................459-6205
Development Review  
Catherine Moore, chmoore@austin.rr.com ....................................569-1047
Finance • Nick Van Bavel, nvb123@yahoo.com..........................................
Graffiti Patrol ..................................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
Homes Tour • Barbara Gibson, bg@ghrdlaw.com........................................
Membership • Jim & Eileen Genevro, jgenevro@earthlink.net....401-3803
Neighborhood Planning • Karen McGraw, 4315 Ave. C .............459-2261
Local Historic District • Lorre Weidlich, lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com	
Shipe Park • 	 Mark Fishman, mlfishman@gmail.com................656-5505
Sidewalks • Michelle Lee, michelle_lee7@hotmail.com..............................
Social • Deaton Bednar, deatonbednar@grandecom.net...............................
Tree Preservation • JP Moore, johnpaulmoore@austin.rr.com ....789-7025
Triangle Development • Cathy Echols, 4002 Ave. C....................206-0729
Zoning • Dorothy Richter, 3901 Ave. G.........................................452-5117

Pecan Press
The Pecan Press is published monthly

by the Hyde Park Neighborhood Association in Austin, Texas.
Note: Each month’s ad and editorial deadline is 

the 15th of month preceding publication.

Editor
Grant Thomas 450-0464 <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>

Associate Editor
Sarah Sitton 459-4530 207 E. 39th St.

Poetry Editor
Nancy Taylor Day 892-0127 <poemmom@gmail.com>  

4001 Duval (Salon) 78751

Crime & Safety Chairman 
Carol Welder <cjwelder@msn.com>

Production Manager/Advertising Director
Robert M. Farr 731-0617 <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>

Mail Ad Payments to:  
Carol Jackson. P.O. Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765

Mail Ad Artwork to:
Robert M. Farr <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>
7500 Chelmsford Dr. Austin,TX 78736

Distribution Coordinator
Rimas Remeza • 4105 Ave. F • 371-3158 

 <rimasx@yahoo.com>

Area Coordinators
North of 45th/West of Duval • Pam Dozler......................... 458-8927
North of 45th/East of Duval • Jay Gerard & Carrie Laughlin 	371-1546
South of 45th/West of Speedway • Robert Morris & Kathryn Kotrla...	
	  .................................................................................. 371-7246
South of 45th/East of Speedway • Martha Campbell.......... 452-2815

Contributors
Glen Alyn, Candy Gray Becker, Cynthia Beeman, Laurence Becker, Deaton 
Bednar, Mary Collins Blackmon, George Bristol, Chris Brown, Sharon 
Brown, Lewis Brownlow, Mark Burkhardt, Amon Burton, Martha Campbell, 
Inga Marie Carmel, Josephine Casey, Nicole Caspers, Kitty Clark, Betsy 
Clubine, Elsy Cogswell, Carol Cohen Burton, William Cook, Susan Crites 
Krumm, Celeste Cromack, Rob D’Amico, Herb Dickson, Avis Davis, Don 
Davis, Pam Dozler, Cathy Echols, Mark Fishman, Fred Florence, Merle 
Franke, Gregory Free, Larry Freilich, Eugene George, Mary Carolyn 
George, Barbara Gibson, Larry Gilg, Susan Gilg, Ann S. Graham, Carolyn 
E. Grimes, Lisa Harris, Anne Hebert, Rachel Hector, Ben Heimsath, Albert 
Huffstickler, Cynthia Janis, Liz Jones, John Kerr, Susan Kerr, Bo Kersey, 
Susan Kirk, Dennis Lensing, Jeff Lewis, Karen McGraw, Sharon Majors, 
Jason Mann, Libby Malone, Alan Marburger, Peter Maxson, Brook Meggs, 
Elaine Meenehan, Fred Meredith, Susan Moffat, John Paul Moore, Patty 
Mora, Jack Nokes, Jill Nokes, Wren Nokes Willeford, Wanda Penn, Cecil 
Pennington, Peter Pfeiffer, Dorothy Richter, Walter Richter, Kristen De 
La Rosa, Steve Sadowsky, Mark Sainsbury, Mary Lou Serafine, Jaime 
Shimkus, Cathy Short, Sarah Sitton, Thad Sitton, Clay Smith, Niyianta 
Spelman, Jenna Stephens, Julie Strong, Kathleen Strong, Debbie Trammell, 
Rollo Treadway, Lao Tzu, Jennifer Vickers, Katie Vignery, Sandra Villalaz-
Dickson, Lorre Weidlich, Adam Wilson, Hanna Wiseman Jacobs, Joe 
Wiseman, Hermelinda Zamarripa.

From the President’s Desk:

—	 David Conner	
HPNA President	
<daypaycon@yahoo.com>

New Era for HPNA and HPBC?
Change is in the air!

Hello Neighbors, looks like Spring 2010 is just around the corner. Hopefully, based on 
what can be seen from the budding trees, not too much damage was done to our urban 

forest last summer. Time will tell. Speaking of time, twenty years ago (ie. 1990), a contractual 
agreement was made between the neighborhood and the Hyde Park Baptist Church (HPBC). 

The agreement stated that cer-
tain church-owned real estate 
would remain residential use and 
the church would not acquire and/
or demolish houses. This agree-
ment ends December 2010. In 
addition, the church currently pos-
sesses city-approved building 
permits which allow the church 

Yes, there is a lot on the 
neighborhood’s agenda for 2010 
– the Local Historic District (yes, 
we are almost there in getting the 
51% property-owner sign-ons!); 
the 2010 Homes Tour; and now 
a revisitation of the 1990 HBPC/
HPNA Agreement! 
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Send in your articles, letters, and photos (but not your 
poetry*) by the 15th of each month to:

	 Editor, Pecan Press
	 4106 Avenue F
	 Austin, TX 78751
	 <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>

*Send your poems to: 
	 Nancy Taylor Day
	 4001 Duval
	 Austin 78751
	 <poemmom@gmail.com>

We Welcome Your Submissions to Pecan Press

Note: The Pecan Press will not publish unsigned/unattributed poetry. All poems (even if written under a pen 
name) must carry a name and address or phone number for identification and verification purposes.

Please enclose a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope for return of your 
materials.

—	 David Conner	
HPNA President	
<daypaycon@yahoo.com>

Towery said the building, to be called Pecan Place, 
will serve as a half-way house for the Walls Unit of 
the Texas Department of Criminal Justice, serving as 
an “early-release gateway.” According to him, the res-
idential hall represents the latest thinking in prisoner 
rehabilitation. “The guys who are coming are typi-
cal of the U.S. prison population,” he said. “They tend 
to be young, low-IQ males with poor impulse con-
trol. The worst thing you could do is cram them all 
together in a pressure cooker, which has been the tra-
ditional method of incarceration. In prison, powerful 
peer pressure forces inmates to be tough and vio-
lent. In a residential community like Pecan Place, peer 
pressure is directed towards good behavior.” He said 
Hyde Park was chosen for its charm and stability and 
family atmosphere, all of which are seen by TDCJ psy-
chologists as therapeutic. 

Austin’s only contribution to the project was clear-
ing the way through the red tape maze, adjusting the 
zoning and garnering buy-in from the Historic Land-
mark Commission. “When the stars line up,” said a 
city council staffer, “the city can move very quickly.” 

Towery said the Pecan Place community will 
seek an active role in the neighborhood, with inmates 
available at below minimum wage for house paint-
ing, light and heavy home maintenance, lawn care, 
auto repair, child care, and even cooking. In deference 
to local tastes, the men will not be allowed to operate 
leaf blowers, either at residences or at Pecan Place it-
self. 

Towery reported that in similar projects across the 
country, neighbors were often curious and eager to in-
teract with convicts. He admitted that he personally 
experienced “a certain frisson” just knowing that the 
guy mowing his lawn had served time for armed rob-
bery.

Questioned about the appropriateness of using 
felons as babysitters, Towery described a 1999 pilot 
project in Pennsylvania that used parolees for in-
house child care. He said, “It turned out that the best 
babysitters were hot check writers and credit card 
abusers. Go figure.” 

Somewhat like a fraternity, Pecan Place will be 
administered by a house mother. In this case, Mae 
Merriweather, who has run a half-way house in Beau-
mont for the past 13 years, was chosen for the job. 
Her staff will include an ombudsman who should be 
called immediately in case of disputes or problems 
with the inmates. “The last thing you want to do is set 
one of these guys off,” Towery cautioned.

A groundbreaking ceremony will take place on 
the property in early June. Afterwards, a representa-
tive group of inmates will throw a watermelon party 
for their new neighbors, and the house staff will be on 
hand to answer questions. Hyde Parkers will have a 
chance to sign up for the Neighbor Buddy program of 
Pecan Place. The program allows neighbors 18 years 
and older to be able to “adopt” Pecan Place residents, 
and escort them to activities around town. “The big 
idea here is to role model ordinary behavior, which 
most of these fellows have never seen,” Towery said. 
He added that Spanish speakers are especially need-
ed. 

Towery said the first batch of Pecan Place resi-
dents were enthusiastic when they learned that Hyde 
Park had strong Halloween traditions. “When they 
heard that, they thought up ideas for a ‘scary fun 
house’ in no time flat,” he said. “These are young men 
with two strikes against them. Mostly from low-in-
come and often abusive backgrounds, they’ve made 
some serious mistakes in their young lives. We at 
TDCJ are extremely grateful for the chance Hyde 
Park is giving these guys for another chance to turn 
their lives around. We think it’s going to be a win-
win proposition for them and for the neighborhood as 
well.”

—	 Rollo Treadway

PECAN PLACE: New Neighbors at the Park...­
­								        …cont’d from page 1
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Hyde Park’s Invisible 
Neighbors
In February when nighttime temperatures dipped 

into the 20s, residents on Avenue F discovered a 
new neighbor. Almost hidden in a small pine tree was 
a diminutive eastern screech owl. This gray owl that 
is only 7 to 8 inches tall arrived each day shortly be-
fore sunrise and then departed within a minute or 
two of 6:30 p.m. You could almost set your watch by 
her arrival and departure times.

Screech owls are long-time, permanent residents 
of Hyde Park. These elusive and mysterious owls live 
in urban areas because their favorite food source is 
plentiful--mice and large insects. Yet they are seldom 
seen because they are nocturnal. They hunt all night 
and hide in trees during the day. If you walk the 
neighborhood in the evening you will occasionally 
hear their melodious trills. The trill in late winter is a 
quivering soft series of one pitch notes to call a mate 
or identify a nest site. By late spring and summer 
their call is a descending trill that is strangely akin to 
a horse whinny. 

Facts about screech owls: They usually mate for 
life and are monogamous. In December the male finds 
a nesting site — either a tree cavity or a nest box built 
to attract owls — and he begins occupying it during 
the day. The male then spends the following weeks 
calling and encouraging the female to accept the nest 
site. If she accepts it, the female takes over the nest 
in March and normally lays 3 to 5 eggs. She remains 
in the nest most of the night keeping the eggs warm, 
and the male makes food deliveries to her throughout 
the night. In about 30 days, or mid-April, the eggs 
hatch and nightly food deliveries increase to feed the 
owlets. The owlets fledge and leave the nest by mid-
May. The screeches then live outdoors until the next 
nesting season. Predators: great horned owls and 
hawks. However, since screech owls often fly close to 
the ground, their greatest mortality risk is being hit by 
fast moving cars at night.

Because anecdotal evidence suggests that the 
screech owl population in Hyde Park is declining, 
this spring a Screech Owl Survey has begun to 
monitor the number of owls and their location in the 
neighborhood. See the accompanying box.

—	 Amon Burton

Screech Owl Survey
This spring a survey of screech owls is being 
conducted in Hyde Park. If you see a screech owl 
or know where screeches are nesting, please send 
an email describing the location and time to the 
following address: <HPscreechowl@gmail.com> 
Or you can also leave a telephone voice message 
at: 473 8903 (please leave a return number)



Pecan Press — April, 2010 — Page � 

Hyde Park Handyman
Big or Small, We Do it All

PETE REED

20 Years Experience
Free Estimates
(512) 736-6539

Who Dat? Hoo Dat!
Namely, the screech owl pictured herewith,  com-

fortably perched in extremely well-camouflaged 
fashion at an undisclosed location in the neighbor-
hood. Due to security concerns, we are not able to 
divulge the precise location of its perch, but neighbors 
who manage to figure where the owl is are encour-
aged to welcome Hoo Dat to Hyde Park. 

Five-Star Hootel Dept.:
Not to be outdone, pictured herewith, in nota-

bly swankier circumstances, is yet another Hyde 
Park screech owl -- identified by its landlords as R.O. 
(Resident Owl). As we went to press, Valentine’s Day 
rumors of a budding romance between R.O. and Hoo 
Dat had yet to be confirmed. Stay tuned....

photo by Jeff Ervin

photo by Carol Burton
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HPNA: A Legacy of 
Preservation

The ongoing work to create Local Historic 
Districts in at least three areas of Hyde Park 

makes this a good time to take another look at 
the Hyde Park Neighborhood Association and 
its membership, history and goals.

First, it is significant that HPNA is a neighborhood 
association, a private nonprofit association with member-
ship open to all residents within its boundaries. It is also 
important to understand what HPNA is not. It's not a hom-
eowner's association, nor are we a branch of government.

Who can join: Anyone who lives in Hyde Park — 
owner–occupants and renters alike — over the age of 
18 is eligible to join HPNA.
These are the HPNA boundaries:

North: 51st St. from Guadalupe to Red River; West: 
Guadalupe from 51st to 38th St. excluding the Univer-
sity of Texas intramural fields at 51st and Guadalupe; 
South: 38th Street from Guadalupe to Duval St. and 
45th St. from Duval to Red River; East: Duval from 38th 
St. to 45th St. and Red River from 45th St. to 51st St.

How to join: All Hyde Park residents — old and 
new — are encouraged to join, either by submitting 
the written membership enrollment form on page 3 of 
this issue, or by signing up at an HPNA meeting on 
the first Monday of each month (meeting dates may be 
changed for holiday conflicts). Dues are $5 per person 
per year. All dues expire on September 31 each year 
and are payable again in October. Senior discount dues 
are available.

How we got here: Since its beginning in 1974, 
HPNA has focused on the preservation of our historic 
homes and community.

It's a little known fact that HPNA was founded 
by a renter, not a homeowner, in the early 1970s. Jan-
ice Linder, then a UT graduate student renting her 
home on Speedway, learned of a plan to demolish the 
beautiful Queen Anne home we now know as the Oli-
phant House at Ave. C and 39th Street. Janice spread 
the word among her neighbors, who came together to 
found a neighborhood association in order to save the 
historic home.

Among those Janet approached was a young wife, 
mother and election judge named Dorothy Richter, 
who lived with her husband Walter on Avenue G at 
39th, where she still resides today. Dorothy provided 
a voter list of possible contacts and the ball began to 
roll. Merle Franke, the young pastor of the First Eng-
lish Lutheran Church, had just bought a home on the 
4100 block of Avenue D; he and his wife Ginna be-
came involved and Merle served as the first president 
of HPNA. The Frankes still live on Avenue D today. 
Among others who met often at Shipe Park were Fran 
Norman, a boarder at Rutledge House on Guadal-
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upe, and Tom and Ann Zelinka, who lived on Avenue 
G. Jack Evins succeeded Merle as the next president 
of HPNA. Though he rented at the time, Jack soon 
bought a home at 4104 Ave. F, where he and Debbie 
still live today.

Following the University of Texas’ decision to stop 
requiring dormitory living in the 1950s, many family 
homes became rental properties and private develop-
ment pressure grew to replace existing houses with 
apartment complexes to capture the expanding stu-
dent rental market. In fact, Austin policy-makers began 
zoning much of the southern part of Hyde Park for 
apartments in the 1970s, a decision the HPNA worked 
successfully to reverse in the 1980s. 

A Homes Tour is born: Anxious to preserve what 
remained of our neighborhood's important historic fab-
ric, the founders of HPNA sprang into action. In order 
to draw attention to the beautiful (if sometimes dilap-
idated) older homes in the neighborhood, Janice and 
Fran organized the first Hyde Park Homes Tour in 1975 
(we think), a walking tour on a hot summer day. An 
unexpectedly large crowd of tour walkers filled the in-
tersection of Avenue F and 39th St. near the historic 
Mansbendel House. Dorothy brought a jug of ice wa-
ter from her house to cool the crowd and they simply 
walked past the exteriors of Hyde Park's historic homes.

Dorothy and other neighbors tirelessly attend-
ed city hall meetings and the goal of preserving Hyde 
Park began to be realized when the Oliphant House 
was zoned a historic landmark in Austin's fledgling 
historic preservation program of the early 70s. HPNA 
continues this important work today through its effort 
to create the Local Historic Districts in Monroe Shipe's 
original Hyde Park, as well as in the Caswell area and 
in Hegman's Subdivision. The full HPNA member-
ship has voted to approve the necessary funds, surveys 
and preservation plans for each of these efforts as they 
have reached fruition.

To sign a statement of support for the Hyde Park Local 
Historic District, contact LHD Chair Lorre Weidlich, <lwei-
dlich@mail2sevenseas.com> The Statement of Support 
form can be found at <http://austinhydepark.org/docu-
ments/lhd/statement_of_support.pdf> and printed

For questions about the proposed districts for 
Caswell and Hegman's Subdivision contact HPNA 
President David Conner, daypaycon@yahoo.com , 627-
0813. <mailto:daypaycon@yahoo.com>

If you haven't joined HPNA yet — or in a while 
— now is the time to join and get involved with the 
upcoming 2010 Hyde Park Historic Homes Tour. See 
you at the April 5 meeting, 7:00 p.m. at Hyde Park 
United Methodist Church at Speeway and 40th St. No 
fooling!

— Catherine Moore
 (Note: The assistance of honorary Hyde Park Mayor-for-Life 
Dorothy Richter in telling about the early days of the HPNA’s 
history is herewith gratefully acknowledged.)
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• Laid bermuda grass sod and composted the big 
pool area; 

• Aerated and mulched around all the park trees; 
• Spread Dillo Dirt on the playing field; 
• Cleared the creek of debris, weeds and invasive 

plants; 
• Re-painted all the benches and picnic tables and 

the trash receptacles a very cool-looking blue;
• Weeded and tidied the gravel in the playscape 

and swing areas; 
• Were entertained by musicians Brian Hudson and 

Leah Zeger!
As HPNA’s Shipe Park Chair, I am honored to be 

associated with such a dedicated group of folks from 
the Hyde Park neighborhood who, through their vol-
untary efforts, continue to improve and enhance our 
local community. Take a walk through Shipe Park and 
see the latest improvements there for all to enjoy. This 
defines the character of a community that cares about 
itself and the environment.

So let’s keep on top of the opportunities that ex-
ist to ensure our Austin Parks remain vibrant and 
healthy. Here’s a list of things to do in support of this 
goal:

• Join the Hyde Park Neighborhood Association 
<www.austinhydepark.org>. 

• Contact the HPNA Shipe Park Committee, Mark L 
Fishman, Chair <mlfishman@gmail.com>.

• Join the Friends of Shipe Pool (contact Adam Wil-
son) <adam@griffinschool.org>.

• Thank the Parks and Recreation Department staff 
whenever you see them working on our park.

• Join the Austin Parks Foundation <www.austin-
parks.org <http://www.austinparks.org/.

• Plan on participating in the next It’s My Park! Day 
in the spring of 2011.

• Keep Shipe Park Clean. Pick up trash whenever 
you see it. 

• Let members of the Austin City Council know 
that Parks are important to you and need ade-
quate funding.

• Report maintenance needs to the Parks and Rec-
reation Department Department (contact Jimmy 
Cone at 927-8363) or <www.ci.austin.tx.us/con-
nect/email_parks.htm>.
Thanks again to all the folks, volunteers and sup-

porters who made this year’s “It’s My Park! Day” 
another great success!

—	 Mark L Fishman, Chair, HPNA 
Shipe Park Committee 

It’s My Park! Day 2010:
Annual Effort to Improve Shipe Park

Saturday, March 6th was “It’s My Park! 
Day” at Shipe Park (and dozens of other 

parks throughout the City of Austin). IMPD 
is the Austin Parks Foundation’s premier 
annual event which provides the framework 
and support for a day of community service 
to improve Austin’s parks and green spaces.

At least 180 neighborhood volunteers came out 
to Shipe, along with a contingent of workers from 
the Austin Parks & Recreation Department. Local 
business support for the event came from Grande 
Communications, Fresh Plus Grocery, The Grif-
fin School and Book Austin Music. The Hyde Park 
Neighborhood Association and Friends of Shipe Pool 
were on hand to provide support as well. We great-
ly appreciate the efforts of everyone who helped out. 
Special thanks go to good neighbor Alison Young, 
project leader for this year’s effort, who managed to 
perfectly coordinate all aspects of the event.

Let’s take a look at some highlights of what we 	
accomplished: 

• Constructed a paver walkway from the big pool to 
the cabin and rest rooms;

Real health care for the 
athlete, the soccer mom, the 
kids and the couch potato

Straight talk about your health.
Awesome massage. (patients or not!)
Digital X-ray, paperless office.
Spinal Screenings & School Physicals.

4600 Mueller Blvd, Ste 1009
512.505.8500
wholefamilychiropractors.com

Hyde Park resident and Mom invites 
you to get relief from what ails you.

Photo Essay photos by:   

lRobin Silberling and   

oLorre Weidlich

HYDE PARKHYDE PARKHYDE PARK
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













HPNA Meeting Minutes: 
March 1, 2010
Co-Vice President Cynthia Lyons welcomed a small 

gathering of Hyde Park residents and introduced 
the first topic of the evening, the new Dual Language 
program at Ridgetop Elementary School. Celia Glick, 
Director of Dual Language for AISD, explained that 
she came from Lubbock, where she was principal for 
many years and initiated Dual Language. 

Now there is much interest in this approach to teach-
ing languages in Austin, and Ridgetop has been chosen 
for a pilot program next school year. Ridgetop Principal 
Joaquin Gloria III, who has a background in dual lan-
guage, reviewed how the program will work. He has 
been giving tours of the school to parents from Muel-
ler and Hyde Park who have been encouraging this new 
program, and he will continue to give them as request-
ed. The benefits, in addition to the students’ learning 
two languages, include few discipline problems, good 
attendance, and promoting academic achievement. Par-
ents from other districts can apply for this program 
at Ridgetop until March 26, 2010. The application is 
available at the AISD website <www.austin.isd.tenet.
edu/newsmedia/releases/?more=1969>, along with an 
explanation of this program. Mr. Gloria encouraged inter-
ested parents to call the school for a tour.

Next, we heard from Christopher Alberts, who is Vol-
unteer and Special Projects Coordinator for Foundation 
Communities. He provided an interesting power point 
presentation about this nonprofit organization whose 
goal is to provide affordable community housing for 
homeless persons. In the last ten years they have gradu-
ally built apartments and now provide housing for up to 
2000 families and individuals a year. Their residents pay 
rent according to ability to pay. Daycare, finance training, 
and learning centers are provided at the apartments. 

By providing a stable environment, the Foundation 
has helped families and individuals improve their edu-
cation, financial standing, and health. They also provide 
free Income Tax preparation for individuals with less than 
$25,000 income, or couples with less than $50,000 income. 
The Foundation is financed through gifts and grants, but 
80% of their operations are covered by the rent paid by 
their residents. Community Foundations welcomes vol-
unteers with various skills, including tax preparation. 
Those wanting more information can call the office or 
view their website, <www.foundcom.org>.

Neighbor Mark Fishman reminded all of the annu-
al It’s My Park! Day on March 6 when he will direct all 
the volunteers in the general cleaning and nourishment 
of Ship Park. New this year will be the construction of a 
paver pathway from the swimming pool to the log cabin.

Although Homes Tour Chairman Barbara Gibson, 
was not present, she sent word that the Austin State Hos-
pital will be part of the tour this June.

—	 Sally Robey, HPNA Co-Secretary
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
































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PremierRP Realty
Your neighborhood REALTOR
Sales • Investments • Property Management

PremierRP RG
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Like Hyde Park,
we are one of a kind.

3401 Guadalupe St.
512.479.9922
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News From/About 
the Hyde Park Gym: 
Cover Girl!
We are delighted to report that the cover girl for 

this year’s Sports Illustrated swimsuit issue (even 
non-sports fans know what THAT is!) was none other 
than model and actress Ms. Brooklyn Decker, a long-
time member of th Hyde Park gym whose husband 
is tennis great and stellar Austinian Andy Roddick. 
Ms. Decker is pictured here in front of the gym with 
her trainer Lance Hooton -- who, in addition to Ms. 
Decker, also coaches Roddick, Huston Street, Matt 
Holliday and many other high-level professional ath-
letes. Hooton is a consultant for the Kansas Jayhawks 
basketball team and has worked with universities 
and sports organizations across the globe.  He started 
working out at Hyde Park Gym as a teen in 1982.

Big names aside, HPG caters to folks of all fitness 
levels and, according to management, welcomes all 
Hyde Park residents tired of the high-pressure and 
loud environments of corporate fitness centers. Feel 
free to contact the owner, Brook Jones, on his mobile 
phone 560 9466 or by email at brook@hydeparkgym.
com.

(Our thanks to Mr. Jones for providing us with 
this info - see you at the gym!)
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Lucien, Stirling and Gray  
Advisory Group, Inc. 

THE FINANCIAL WORLD HAS 
CHANGED...

Your personal situation has been impacted and the 
need for a new plan of action has become a  

high priority. 

Now, more than ever, you need prudent and timely 
advice from an independent financial advisor who 

works for you . 

Give us a call or visit our website.    

4005 Guadalupe · Austin, TX  78751 
(512) 458-2517 

www.lsggroup.com 

“Smart Decisions About Serious Money” Located in the Historic John Rutledge House 

In Hyde Park since 1992 
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Working Hands 
Construction

Minor to Moderate Repairs and Remodeling
Decks, Fences and Custom Woodwork

Pain-in-the-Neck Problems Solved
Friendly, Affordable, Hyde Park Based

Call Matthew Young 419-7650

DOWNTOWN OPTOMETRIST AND

OPTICAL

Glasses and contact lens exams 

Insurance accepted 

360 Nueces St. #70, Austin, TX 78701 

www.optiqueaustin.com

512-472-3937 (EYES) 

Jay Bolsega, Architect
Currently seeking clients to assist with residential 

remodels, additions, and new construction

512-495-6515

. .

floodlines 2010: 
the final performance
floodlines, the site-specific performance 
project conceived and directed by Jaclyn 
Pryor, will have its final performance on 
Sunday, April 11th starting at 2:00 p.m. For 
those of you who have yet to have captured 
a glimpse of floodlines as it has wound 
its way through the streets of Eastwoods, 
North University and Hyde Park once a 
year for the past seven years, this is your 
final opportunity to share in the ethereal 
beauty and the moving mystery of this 
work.  Conceived in the aftermath of 9/11, 
floodlines transforms the neighborhoods into 
dreamscapes of beauty and loss, asking the 
question, “What does memory look and feel 
like?”

At the time of this writing, the performance was 
sold out, but you can add your name to the ticket 
waiting list by calling AusTIX at 512 474 8497 or catch 
a passing image on portions of Avenue G, 39th Street, 
Avenue B and Avenue D between 2:00 and 3:00 p.m. 
on Sunday, April 11th.  

floodlines has left its “mark” on the 
neighborhood.

—	 Ann S. Graham	
Production Manager, floodlines 2007-2010	
<annsgraham@gmail.com>

Photo by Jeff Baker
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From backyards to big leagues, count on me to be there.  
I can help you get the coverage you need and the discounts you deserve.

MAJOR LEAGUE SERVICE.

State Farm • Home Office, Bloomington, ILP090130

Steve Vinklarek, Agent
Bus: 512-452-0214
steve@steveinsures.com
www.steveinsures.com

1000 E 41st St
Austin, TX 78751
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Joe Zakes

Residential Remodeling
From Additions to Repairs

apcaustin.com

Insured

TEXAS LAWN SERVICES
Full Service Lawn Care

Mowing, Installs, Tree Trimming
Tree Installations
Commercial/Residential
512  810  9488
texaslawnservices@gmail.com
www.austintxlawns.com

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Did you know ?  
 

Students who study 
music perform better in 
math and language in 
elementary school. 
 

Students who study 
music have higher 
average SAT scores. 
 
Source: PBS, Public School 
Review 
 

FELICIA RAINS 
Classical Piano Instruction 
Lessons in the convenience 
of your home. 
 

feliciarains@hotmail.com 

(512) 670-8888 
Now accepting students ages 
4+ for Spring/Summer 2010. 

Welcome, Antonelli’s Cheese Shop!

Dear Fellow Cheese-Loving Neighbors,

We used to live a couple of blocks from Neal’s Yard Dairy in 
London’s Covent Garden, so we know what a good cheese shop is. 
We’re lucky now to have a wonderful source of cheese in Hyde Park, 
next door to La Dolce Vita.

As well as a range of exquisite local, not so local, and imported 
cheeses,  Antonelli’s sells charcuterie, speciality beer, wine and 
other delicacies, all of which you can hear lovingly described by 
owners John and Kendall.  “The Préféré de Nos Montagnes is made 
rather like Reblochon, and comes from the same part of France 
— the Jura,” John explains. “Like Reblochon?” It turns out that 
Reblochon is traditionally made with milk from the evening milking 
— it’s richer and sweeter. Once you’ve tasted a cheese, as they 
encourage you to do, you’re hooked.

John says he wants the store to be a neighborhood resource. He 
calls his customers by name and knows their preferences. If you 
haven’t visited, don’t delay! — Antonelli’s Cheese Shop, 4220 
Duval, 531–9610

—	 Mark Sainsbury, 	
4523 Avenue G

Letters Dept.

Photo by Victoria Goodman



Pecan Press — April, 2010 — Page 17 

HybridRealtor@Stanberry.com
Also check out jeffbakerart.biz

Hyde Park Home Owner & Neighborhood Realtor

Jeff Baker  512 619-7421 ABOR, REALTOR®
Former State Licensed Appraiser

Clean Sweep on April 10

Keep Austin Beautiful’s Clean Sweep 
event is happening Saturday April 10th, 

from 9-11 AM. This is an annual citywide 
event, and this year I registered a creek 
cleanup in north Hyde Park. Keep Austin 
Beautiful is providing us with garbage bags 
and some gloves. If you are interested in 
joining the project, you can register here:

<www.keepaustinbeautiful.org/cleansweep>
I named the event I registered “Waller Creek- 

north Hyde Park.” I plan to start at the part of the 
creek immediately west of the dead end of 47th Street 
and proceed from there.

Volunteers who participate in one of the Clean 
Sweep projects are invited by Keep Austin Beauti-
ful to attend their Volunteer Party and Environmental 
Fair immediately afterward at Waterloo Park. The 
Volunteer Party includes a free lunch, live music, chil-
dren’s environmental activities, recycled art and door 
prizes. If you are one of the first 4000 volunteers to 
register you get a free T-shirt.

—	 Lisa Harris
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Hyde Park Contact Team 
Meeting
Monday April 26, 7:00 - 8:30pm
Austin Group for the Elderly
3710 Cedar St. #155 (Conference Room)

The role of the HPNPCT (Hyde Park 
Neighborhood Plan Contact Team) is to 

review and make recommendations on all 
proposed amendments to the adopted Hyde 
Park Neighborhood Plan.

Membership is open to property owners, resi-
dential renters, and business owners. At the January 
meeting new bylaws were adopted and officers were 
elected:

—	 Chairman, Karen McGraw	
Vice-Chairman, David Conner	
Secretary, Ashley Schweickart

The Hyde Park Neighborhood Plan 
10th Anniversary!

The Hyde Park Neighborhood Plan was ad-
opted by the Austin City Council on April 13, 
2000.  Many of the goals have been accom-
plished, such as rezoning the neighborhood via 
the two NCCD’s.  The Local Historic District is 
nearing public hearings and should be achieved 
this year. There are many goals that still need 
work. Priorities for new sidewalks and repairs are 
one topic that will surely be considered this year.  
The Plan, NCCDs and more can be found on the 
HPNA website and on the City of Austin neigh-
borhood planning website.

Hyde Park Poets
Pouring

The sound of the coffee maker
intoxicates the air.
The cup waits, ready.
By the pot’s plastic handle
I lift and pour.

Although it’s coffee,
this is my tea ceremony.
I tip the little tub gently.
A stimulant feeds the cup
in a steam of anticipation.

—	 Elzy Cogswell



Suzee Brooks, REALTOR®

mobile 512.740.5771 • office 512.499.0499 • fax 512.499.0460 • suzee@lyonrealestate.net

www.227turkeydrive.com

Nature+Architecture=Living In Art

300’ Pedernales River Frontage
227 Turkey Drive • Dripping Springs 78620
FOR SALE mls 4389019 $1,200,000 PRIME CENTRAL EAST

COMMERCIAL ACRE
• mixed-use site
• owner will build to suit
• mls 9121590

www.anchoraustin.com

FOR SALE or LEASE

2027 Anchor Lane

jackalope ranch

1306 Harriet Court    $269,000
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Mo
Cou

4300 Avenue C

512-323-2302

kathie.mciver@gmail.com

Monday night automatic
 writing group

www.newmoon-tx.com

Psychotherapy

Intuitive Guidance

EMDR

Reiki

Past Life Regression
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City Plumbing Company
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
453-1115

Sewer and Water Heater Replacement 
Slab Leaks • Gas Leaks 

Sewer and Drain Cleaning Service 
Repairs • Re-pipes • Remodels

ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

Invites Neighbors to 
“Grow and Give”

Your backyard garden can nourish your 
hungry neighbors. Become a “Grow and 

Give Gardener” with the Capital Area Food 
Bank! Pledge to donate a portion of your 
vegetable garden to help hungry Central 
Texans. 

Your donations support the Capital Area Food 
Bank’s Partner Agencies – soup kitchens and food 
pantries across Central Texas -- serving the hun-
gry. The process is simple: bring your home-grown 
fruits and vegetables to the Capital Area Food Bank at 
8201 South Congress Avenue (between William Can-
non and Slaughter Lane), the produce is checked for 
freshness, and then given to Partner Agencies who 
distribute it to those in need.

According to the recently released “Hunger in 
America 2010: Central Texas Report,” there’s been a 
staggering 79 percent increase in Central Texas in the 
need for food assistance since the previously released 
study in 2006. The study also showed that 41 percent 
of Food Bank clients are children, more than 1/3 of 
older-adult clients go extended periods without food, 
and that 82 percent of clients are NOT homeless.

The numbers represent moms and dads who must 
choose between paying their rent or mortgage and 
feeding their children. They are older adults who 
worked hard their entire lives, retired on a fixed in-
come, and now must choose between paying for 
medical expenses and eating. They are people who 
were recently laid off and are now left searching in a 
struggling economy for a paycheck to feed themselves 
and their families.

You can help! Give of your harvest. Take the 
“Grown and Give” pledge. Visit www.austinfood-
bank.org <www.austinfoodbank.org> and click on 
“How to Help” and then “Donate Food” to find out 
how. Or, call Jessie Curran at 512-684-2547 to pledge.

—	 David Davenport	
President & CEO	
Capital Area Food Bank of Texas



Pecan Press — April, 2010 — Page 21 

3911 Duval Street Updated bungalow with 3
bedrooms, 2 baths and detached studio.  Wood
floors, modern island kitchen, close to Hyde
Park amenities. Coming soon!

508 Texas Ave - Just listed: storybook Tudor
style brick house with two bedrooms, one bath,
1433sf with the charm of grandmother’s house,
at the corner of Texas and Liberty Streets. Four
blocks to Lee Elementary $429,000

4311 Avenue F - Just listed, Vintage 1922
bungalow with 3 bedrooms, 2 baths,  updated
kitchen, formal living and dining, large
master (could be family room); low-
maintenance garden with tropical and native
plants, rear deck and storage building that is
potential studio.  Near Shipe Park. $439,000

Vintage Properties Available

Lin Team
Old Austin Realtor®

Helping people save old Austin, 
one house at a time....

512-472-1930  lteam@austin.rr.com
www.TheKinneyCompany.com

826 Harris Avenue - SOLD - Charm,
character and convenience - all in this
updated, energy efficient 1939 traditional
home with formal living and dining, large
kitchen & breakfast room, 1 bedrm & bath
downstairs; 3 beds, playroom and bath up; 2-

car gar.  8 blocks to UT, 1 to Lee Elementary
$591,862
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To learn about the benefits of an
Edward Jones IRA, call or visit today.

THE RIGHT INVESTMENTS IN YOUR IRA CAN

MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE.

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Judith S Girard
Financial Advisor
.

4101 Guadalupe Street
Suite 600
Austin, TX 78751
512-323-0060

TRINITY

United Methodist Church

Welcoming LGBT folks and everyone else, too!

Inclusive, Nature-affirming, Liberal

SUNDAY CELEBRATIONS

9:15AM – imprints
progressive Christian worship

11:15AM – weave
blending traditional Christian and alternative

12:45PM – earthbound
combining Nature-based and Christian elements

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL AND CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES AVAILABLE.

TRINITY UMC
600 E. 50th St.

Austin, TX 78751
(512) 459-5835
www.tumc.org

(one block E. of Duval)

Hyde Park Poets

Announcement
The Austin Poetry Society will sponsor an 

open mic reading between 7:00 and 9:00 
p.m. in the NeWorlDeli on Thursday, April 22. 
Two distinguished poetry translators, Marcelle 
Kasprowicz and Sylvia Manning, will be fea-
tured, and you should bring your own poems to 
read in the round-robin after the features.

—	 Elzy Cogswell

Rights and Wrongs in Hyde Park
Our side hates leaf blowers with the noise and dust,
And efforts to stop them are proper and just.
Science has shown that particulate matter
Is dangerous to all sooner or later.
Besides, it’s laziness to which they cater.

 

Our beloved pecans, a mess do they make,
So why don’t we wield an old push broom or rake
Or leave all the leaves for us all to enjoy.
The noise intrudes only fractions of hours,
But your time’s not valued as much as is ours.

 

‘Cause we are the neighbors who know what is right.
We are the only ones who fight the good fight,
And those not right are most obviously wrong.
It is our right to protest and even to sue.
This neighborhood’s mine; for me but not for you.

 

Hyde Park longs for eras filled with history
But how we judge others — ‘tis a mystery —
We show civility faded from our lives.
The right direction is the one in our sights,
And the desires of others should have no rights!

—	 Fred Florence, 	
4111 Avenue F

The Avenues
Spring enhances the avenues, her warmth
enticing dormant roots to life, lawns
stretching bright green, irises, known in
crossword puzzles as showy flowers,
blooming purple, and red buds greeting
this season’s arrival, entwining up a
goat-wire fence, sweet peas, their scent
quietly delicious, and children, our nascent
gardeners, planting seeds in raised beds
at their school, impressionist artists
could not have painted a scene so glorious
as spring has our avenues

—	 Nancy Taylor Day	
March 11, 2010
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HybridRealtor@Stanberry.com
 Hyde Park Resident & Neighborhood REALTOR®

Jeff Baker 619-7421
ABOR, REALTOR®,  Former State Licensed Appraiser 
Also check out JeffBakerArt.biz  

Address: 3512 Clarkson Ave
Listed For: $183,000
CENTRAL AUSTIN AT A BARGAIN PRICE, Cute 2/1 home on private tree covered 
lot that backs to a creek. Close to downtown, UT, the new  Mueller district with 
it’s extensive hike and bike trail system and new retail development, and an 
amazing collection of local restaurants.  Well maintained and updated and 
features hardwood flooring and central heat and air conditioning.

Address: 1200 Norwood Road
Listed For: $199,000
Cute 2/1 home (1426 sf) on a huge tree-covered .28 acre lot. Just north of Airport 
Blvd and adjoining the Mueller development hike and bike trail. (trail actually 
enters neighborhood via an easement on the west edge of the property)  Close to 
everything, great investment potential, and at a bargain price.   

Address: 4509 Avenue D
Listed For: $289,000
Stylish bungalow in fabulous location. Features include recent paint and 
refinished floors and large heavily treed yard. Amazing location, just a block 
from Shipe Park, and just blocks from Hyde Park area shops and restaurants. 
Don’t miss this bargain in highly desirable Lee Elementary

FOR SALE

In partnership with solesforsouls, I will be donating 200 pairs of shoes for those 
in need with each real estate transaction. Check out solesforsouls.org to see how 
you can get involved! I will be having an art show/ silent auction of my paintings 
at Quacks during July with 100% of the proceeds going to solesforsouls.

WANTED:
I have a client looking for an spectacular arts and crafts home.
He is interested in homes priced up to $1,000,000, and the more original 
the condition, the better. Please call Jeff Baker at 619.7421 if you have been 
thinking of selling your home.

FOR SALE

FOR SALE
1200Norwood.com

Address: 113 West 33rd Street
Listed For: $775,000
Classic Aldridge Place estate. 3081sf 4 or 5 bedroom/3 bath main house and 
236 sf garage apt. Traditional brick construction, slate roof, original long leaf 
pine wood trim, beautiful hardwoods, amazing period tile work, stunning 
master bath, and antique lighting. 

SOLd
www.33StClassic.com




