
	 When:	 7:00 p.m. 	
	 	 Monday, April 2, 2012 
	 Where:	 Trinity United Methodist Church	
	 	 4001 Speedway
Note:	   HPNA general meetings usually 	 	
take place on the first Monday of each month.

Happening Around  
Hyde Park

•	Hyde Park Game Night - 
April 11th, Wednesday	
7:00 –8:30 p.m., 4110 Ave-
nue G. Games for Adults and 
Children. Join Us. More de-
tails on page 3. 

•	Hazardous Waste Collec-
tion - Come properly recycle 
all of your automotive fluids, 
cleaning products, fertilizers, 
paint, pesticides, solvents, 
light bulbs, and batteries at 
Shipe Park on the first Satur-
day of each month. April 7th 
at Shipe Park from 8:30 to 11 
a.m. 
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	 City of Austin PARD Golf Manager, 
Kevin Gomillion discusses the future 
of Hancock Golf Course

	 Vote on issues related to Hancock 
Golf Course

Continued on page 4

The TxDOT team laid out a 
vision of improvements that will 
be offered to the neighborhood 
as part of a remediation effort 
accompanying the construction of 
the much-debated, long-delayed 
45th Street Crosstown Expressway, 
due to begin construction in 2014. 
The six-lane freeway will connect 
I-35 and MoPac with on-off ramps 
at Guadalupe and Burnet Road.

Grover Benson, senior planner 
for TxDOT, said the expressway 
will rise almost 50 feet above street 
level, thus leaving the park and the 
houses along 45th Street relatively 
undisturbed. HPNA is free to 
come up with its own suggestions 
for remediation, but Benson 
offered a local example. Since the 
expressway will block the sunlight, 
the predominantly residential 
area between Burnet Road and 
Bull Creek Road has opted for 
installation of long-lasting Evr-
Green™ turf and shrubs. 

“There was some initial 
grumbling among the neighbors 
there who were attached to their 

Shipe Park to Have Covered 
Tennis Courts, Picnic Area;
Bocce for the Oldsters

lawns and shrubs,” he said. “But 
the exceptional attractiveness of 
the artificial shrubs and turf, and 
the fact that they require no water 
and virtually no maintenance 
except for occasional dusting, 
finally won everyone over.”

Due to the centrality of 
Shipe Park in the life of the 
neighborhood, Benson said TxDOT 
planners focused their attention on 
ways to improve it. The freeway 
itself will cover the northern third 
of the park, including the tennis 
courts and Waller Creek. 

Illumination has long been 
problematic for tennis players at 
Shipe, with blinding sun by day 
and shadowy lighting by night. 
Under the proposed plan, daylight 
will be carried by fiber optic cable 
from the overpass, bathing the 
courts in cool, even illumination. 
“At noon you will be playing in 
total shade,” he said.

Night lighting will be nearly 
three times brighter than the 
current lighting and more evenly 

Proposals for the greatest changes to Shipe Park in half a 
century were presented recently at the quarterly meeting 

of the HPNA Long-range Planning Committee. Details 
of a courtesy visit by a team of planners from the Texas 
Department of Transportation were provided by a committee 
member who asked to remain unidentified as she is not 
authorized to speak to the media. 

Concept illustration of the elevated six-
lane 45th Street Crosstown Expressway to 
provide East-West connection between I-35 
and MoPac.
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Hyde Park Neighborhood Association
P. O Box 49427 • Austin, TX 78765

http://www.austinhydepark.org

— HPNA Officers/Steering Committee —
President  
• Lisa Harris <Ljharrisus@yahoo.com>................................. 420-0652
Co-Vice Presidents 
• John Williams <jawilli@grandecom.net>  
• Lorre Weidlich <lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com>
• Dorothy Richter
Co-Secretaries • Ashley Schweickart • Claire de Young
Co-Treasurers • PO Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765
• I.J. Aarons <ijaarons@aol.com> 
• Lynne Hohlfeld <lhohlfeldcpa@yahoo.com>
Additional Steering Committee Members: • Mark Fishman  
• Stan Kozinsky • Eric Stumberg • John Moore • David Conner  
• Kevin Heyburn • Michael Nill
HPNA Committee/Task Forces (w/chairs)
AISD •	  .................................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Alley Coordinator • Carol Burton, <sky2wash@austin.rr.com>
Austin Neighborhoods Council Rep. Ellen Williams, <anc_rep@yahoo.com>
Beautification 	• Robin Burch <robinburch@gmail.com>..  (903) 780-5275
Children’s Programs • Elise Krentzel
Church/Neighborhood Liaison • Niyata Spelman, 3802 Ave. F.	459-8349
Communications/Web • Robin Silberling, <robin@wcook.org>	452-1783
Crime & Safety • ................................................ VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Development Review • David Conner <daypaycon@yahoo.com>
Finance • David Conner <daypaycon@yahoo.com>
Graffiti Patrol • Pete Gilcrease <pgilcrease@gmail.com>....817-313-3896 
Homes Tour • David Conner <daypaycon@yahoo.com>  
                      •Lorre Weidlich <lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com>
Membership • Jim & Eileen Genevro, <jgenevro@earthlink.net>	401-3803
Neighborhood Planning • Karen McGraw, 4315 Ave. C .............459-2261
Local Historic District • ..................................................................inactive
Shipe Park • Mark Fishman, <mlfishman@gmail.com>...............656-5505
Social • Deaton Bednar, <deatonbednar@grandecom.net>...........................
Transportation .................................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Tree Preservation • JP Moore, <johnpaulmoore@austin.rr.com> 	789-7025
Triangle Development • Cathy Echols, 4002 Ave. C....................206-0729
Zoning • Dorothy Richter, 3901 Ave. G.........................................452-5117

HPNA Steering Committee
Committee 
Mark Fishman	.....................................................................(2010-2012)
Stan Kozinsky <kozinsky@swbell.net>.............................(2010-2012)
Eric Strumberg....................................................................(2010-2012)
John Paul Moore.................................................................(2010-2012)
Michael Nill	 .....................................................................(2011-2013)
Kevin Heyburn....................................................................(2011-2013)
David Conner <daypaycon@yahoo.com> .. (immediate past president)

From the President’s Desk:

Pecan Press
The Pecan Press is published monthly

by the Hyde Park Neighborhood Association in Austin, Texas.
Note: Each month’s ad and editorial deadline is 

the 15th of month preceding publication.

Editor 
Paul Kamprath <pecaneditor@gmail.com>

Editor Emeritus 
Grant Thomas 450-0464 <hgrantthomas@gmail.com>

Poetry Editor 
Charlotte Herzele <herzele@gmail.com>

Crime & Safety Chairman 
Heather Freeman <hdozierfreeman@yahoo.com>

Production Manager/Advertising Director
Robert M. Farr 731-0617 <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>

Mail Ad Payments to:  
Lynne Hohlfeld P.O. Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765

Mail Ad Artwork to:
Robert M. Farr <bobfarr@austin.rr.com> 
7500 Chelmsford Dr. Austin,TX 78736

Distribution Coordinator
Rimas Remeza • 4105 Ave. F • 371-3158 

 <rimasx@yahoo.com>

Area Coordinators
North of 45th/West of Duval • Pam Dozler......................... 458-8927
North of 45th/East of Duval • Jay Gerard & Carrie Laughlin 	371-1546
South of 45th/West of Speedway • Robert Morris & Kathryn Kotrla...	
	  .................................................................................. 371-7246
South of 45th/East of Speedway • Martha Campbell.......... 452-2815

Contributors
Glen Alyn, Candy Gray Becker, Cynthia Beeman, Laurence Becker, Deaton 
Bednar, Mary Collins Blackmon, Steve Bratteng , George Bristol, Sharon 
Brown, Lewis Brownlow, Amon Burton, Martha Campbell, Inga Marie 
Carmel, Josephine Casey, Nicole Caspers, Dave Chang, Kitty Clark, Betsy 
Clubine, Elsy Cogswell, Carol Cohen Burton, William Cook, Susan Crites 
Krumm, Celeste Cromack, Herb Dickson, Avis Davis, Don Davis, Luci 
Davis, Pam Dozler, Cathy Echols, Mark Fishman, Fred Florence, Merle 
Franke, Gregory Free, Nadia Freeman, Larry Freilich, Eugene George, 
Mary Carolyn George, Barbara Gibson, Larry Gilg, Susan Gilg, Ann 
S. Graham, Carolyn E. Grimes, Wouter Habraken, Lisa Harris, Anne 
Hebert, Ben Heimsath, Albert Huffstickler, Cynthia Janis, Liz Jones, 
Paul Kamprath, John Kerr, Susan Kerr, Bo Kersey, Susan Kirk, Dennis 
Lensing, Liz Lock, Karen McGraw, Sharon Majors, Jason Mann, Libby 
Malone, Alan Marburger, Peter Maxson, Brook Meggs, Elaine Meenehan, 
Fred Meredith, Susan Moffat, John Paul Moore, Michael Nill, Jack Nokes, 
Jill Nokes, Wren Nokes Willeford, Wanda Penn, Cecil Pennington, Linda 
Pennington, Peter Pfeiffer, Dorothy Richter, Walter Richter, Kristen De La 
Rosa, Steve Sadowsky, Mark Sainsbury, Jessica Salinas, Mary Lou Serafine, 
Cathy Short, Sarah Sitton, Thad Sitton, Clay Smith, Niyianta Spelman, 
Jenna Stephens, Julie Strong, Kathleen Strong, Grant Thomas, Debbie 
Trammell, Rollo Treadway, Lao Tzu, Jennifer Vickers, Katie Vignery, 
Sandra Villalaz-Dickson, Lorre Weidlich, Adam Wilson, Hanna Wiseman 
Jacobs, Joe Wiseman, Sue Young, Hermelinda Zamarripa.

Continued on following page 

cleanup as part of Keep Austin 
Beautiful’s Clean Sweep event. 
If you want to participate in the 
graffiti cleanup and let me know 
right away, I may still be able to 
update our volunteer information 
with Keep Austin Beautiful so you 
can get a T-shirt and a wristband 
for their volunteer appreciation 
lunch that follows the cleanup.

April 14th is also the date of 
the Longhorn Run through part 
of Hyde Park. The route is up 
on the HPNA website, <www.
austnhydepark.org> and on page 9 
of this issue.

A month or so ago we had 
a changing of the guard at the 
HydeParkAustin yahoo group. 
Thanks to William Cook for his 
years of service as moderator of 
the group and to Sara Bircher, the 
new lead moderator, for her work 
moderating the group. As many 
of you know, the yahoo group 
serves many HPNA members, 
many other Hyde Park neighbors 
and many people outside the 
neighborhood who are interested 
in Hyde Park. It is a place for 
discussion, announcements, 
missing pet notices, found pet 
notices, and many other types of 
communications.

We also really appreciate Paul 
Kamprath, who edits another 
important means of 
communication in our 
neighborhood, this newsletter. 
Articles published in the 
newsletter do not need to be 
written by HPNA officers or 

Thanks to everyone who came out for It’s My Park Day this year! It was another wonderful 
event! Special thanks to Rhonda and Philip Baird for leading the event, and to Mark 

Fishman, Adam Wilson, Jill and Jack Nokes, Alison Young and all the other Friends of Shipe 
Park who assisted in organizing the event! It was also wonderful to see the expanded mosaic 
mural. If you haven’t been by the park in a while I recommend stopping by to see the new 
mosaic on the poolhouse wall that faces the pool. 

You have a couple 
opportunities to participate in 
community events other than 
meetings in our neighborhood 
this month. On April 11th, we’re 
having game night, organized by 
Deaton Bednar, Barbara Gibson, 
and Elise Krentzel, and on the 
morning of April 14th we are 
holding a Hyde Park graffiti 

members; if there’s something 
creative that’s going on in the 
neighborhood that you would like 
neighbors to know about, you have 
a neighbor that has done 
something remarkable, or you 
have some other news that you 
would like to share with the 
neighborhood please write it up 



Hyde Park 
Game Night
Social time with neighbors, old 

and new. A little friendly com-
petition. A change from the daily 
routine. Game Night. Wednesday, 
April 11th , 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

Barbara Gibson is hosting 
Game Night again at her home, 
4110 Avenue G. In February, we 
played charades and Banagrams 
with a lot of laughter and high en-
ergy. I clearly need to work on my 
gaming skills.

Elise Krentzel will be on hand 
to lead children in games appropri-
ate for their ages. As the weather 
warms, Elise has plans for back-
yard games on a large concrete 
patio in Barbara’s back yard. 

Hyde Park Neighborhood As-
sociation provides snacks and 
we need to bring our beverage of 
choice for the evening. You should 
join us and bring your favorite 
game (no gambling such as poker 
or bingo, please).

Contact us if you have ques-
tions or comments. We hope to see 
you there.
—	 Barbara Gibson <bg@gda-law.

com> Elise Krentzel  <elise@
krentzel.com> Deaton Bednar 
<deatonbednar@grandecom.net>

Pecan Press — April, 2012 — Page �

Send in your articles, letters, and photos (but not your 
poetry*) by the 15th of each month to:

	 Editor, Pecan Press
	 <pecaneditor@gmail.com>

*Send your poems to: 
	 Charlotte Herzele
	 <herzele@gmail.com>

We Welcome Your Submissions to Pecan Press

Note: The Pecan Press will not publish unsigned/unattributed poetry. All poems (even if written under a pen 
name) must carry a name and address or phone number for identification and verification purposes.

HPNA Membership Info

All memberships expire on September 30th 
of each year. 

�
Membership in HPNA is open to all 
residents aged 18 years or older who reside 
within the boundaries of Hyde Park or 
within 300 feet of the designated 
boundaries.  

�
New members, and members who lapse in 
dues for over six months, are eligible to 
vote at HPNA meetings 30 days after 
receipt of dues.

—	 Lisa Harris	
HPNA President	
<Ljharrisus@yahoo.com>

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association Enrollment         2011-12 Membership

Name  ______________________________________________ Phone ___________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________                                                                                

   I wish to be notified via email of HPNA meetings and events.

Email ____________________________________________________

Dues (per person)

  Standard - $5/year       Senior Citizen- $1/year

  New Member       Renewing Member

Payment:   Check        Cash  Date ____________

All memberships expire on September 30th of each year.  

Bring to an HPNA 
meeting, or send to: 

HPNA Membership
P.O. Box 49427
Austin, Texas  78765

Make checks payable to HPNA.   

and send it to Paul. Thanks also to 
our poetry editor, Charlotte 
Herzele. If you have written a 
poem, taken a photograph in the 
neighborhood or painted or 
sketched a picture that you would 
like to share please send it to Paul 
or (for poems) Charlotte so that it 
can be considered for publication.

The revised Imagine Austin 
comprehensive plan is now 
available on the city website 
at <www.imagineaustin.net/
chapters>

Mixed-use corridors have been 
replaced with activity corridors. 
The growth concept map can be 
viewed here <www.imagineaustin.
net/growth-concept-map>

The mixed-use corridor that 
originally was to run from 183 
on the east to Duval and then up 
Duval to 53rd St./North Loop, 
ending at Lamar has been replaced 
with an activity corridor that 
runs from 183 to Airport, then up 
Airport to 53rd and then down 
53rd to North Loop, ending at 
Lamar. It appears to me from 
enlarging the map as much as I 
could on my computer that 38th 
St. adjacent to Hyde Park is not 
slated to be an activity corridor but 
I have heard some reports that it 

is. Contact Gregory Claxton if you 
want clarification on that or any 
other aspect of the plan; email him 
at gregory.claxton@austintexas.gov 
or call him at 974-7630.

If you want to see what 
in the plan has changed in 
response to public comments 
you can access that information 
at <www.imagineaustin.net/
chapters#comments>

Currently March 27th is the last 
date that Planning Commission is 
scheduled to hold a public hearing 
on the Imagine Austin plan.

City elections are coming up. 
I don’t have information on the 
date for the City of Austin Ethics 
Review Commission candidate 
forum but it should be this month; 
check the city of Austin website 
or the Austin Area League of 
Women Voters website for updated 
information on when it will occur.



45th Street Crosstown Express...­
­		 		    …cont’d from page 1
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distributed. And since nothing will grow under the 
freeway, a third tennis court, turned 90 degrees from 
the others, will be added between the existing courts 
and Avenue F. “Shipe Park will become a mecca for 
serious tennis players,” Benson predicted, “especially 
at night.”

Daisy Collingwood said she was concerned that 
the highway would “divide and destroy” Hyde 
Park, and that the noise would seriously degrade the 
tranquility of the neighborhood. Benson said the point 
of the raised freeway was to save the park, “what 
would destroy it is to have condemned enough land 
on both sides of 45th Street through eminent domain 
for a six-lane freeway.”

As for noise, Benson said it was part of modern 
city life. “Standing under the freeway won’t be as 
noisy as living two doors down from a leaf blower,” 
he said. He added that he lived only a half mile from 
Hwy. 183, and at night it sounded “a lot like the surf 
at Port Aransas.”

South of Waller Creek would see the addition of at 
least two concrete picnic tables and benches. Benson 
added that “the elderly do love their bocce,” so at 
least one bocce court will also be included, probably 
between the basketball court and the creek.

Dale Rutkowski took sharp exception to Benson’s 
remark. He said he was “sick and tired of people 
assuming older folks were a bunch of drooling, 
doddering, weaklings.” He said he was 71 and could 
bench press more than most 30-somethings in Hyde 
Park and he would fight any man in the room who 
said it wasn’t so.

Benson apologized; after a brief discussion it was 
decided to henceforth refer to older Hyde Parkers as 
‘oldsters.’

Committee chair Jean Wright moved that the 
committee accept TxDOT’s preliminary plan; it 
passed 6 to 1. Benson said designers would have more 
detailed plans, complete with drawings, in time for 
the June HPNA meeting when the final proposal will 
be voted on by the members. 

The meeting was adjourned.

—	 Rollo Treadway
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A unique  per spec t ive  on h ome de s ign
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512.657.8238

mart inhousede s igns . com
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D R O P E H C I N N A I M R E P 

Pecan Press Word Find 5
“Some Science Stuff ” by der Brat (Steve Bratteng)

Clues: [# in parentheses is # letters in answer words]
1. The fundamental science. (7) __________________
2. Science of life. (7) ___________________________
3. The science of interactions of electrons and protons. 
(9) ______________________________
4. Starry sort of science. (9) _____________________
5. Can get rocky in this science. (7) _______________
6. Environmentalists’ field. (7) ___________________
7. Force over mass according to Newton. (12) _______
8. Iron pigment in you. (10) ____________________
9. Underlies continental drift. (5,9) _______________
10. First suggested by Democritus. (6,6) ___________
11. He started a revolution in 16th Century. (10) 
_________________________
12. Acid with information. (16) __________________
13. A region having a particular climate and organisms. 
(5) ____________________________
14. Root word means to know in Latin. (7) _________
15. Colorful finding revealing expansion of universe. 
(3,5) ______________________________
16. Force holding nuclei together. (6,7) ____________
17. It’s often a natural selection. (9) _______________
18. Heavy subject of the weakest force. (7) __________
19. A critter’s place in nature. (5) _________________
20. Earth’s greatest extinction ended it; now it’s a high 
school in Odessa. (7) _____________________

Hyde Park has a fascinating history
Austin’s Hyde Park... the first 50 years 1891-1941 

by Sarah Sitton and Thad Sitton

Pick up a copy at the Avenue B Grocery
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Hyde Park Handyman
Big or Small, We Do it All

PETE REED

20 Years Experience
Free Estimates
(512) 736-6539

Ed
uc
at

ing
the

futur
e leaders of the creative class

Register Now for Summer Art Programs:
Make Your Mark Camp (6th-10th graders)

AP Studio Art Portfolio (11th-12th graders)
www.studiogriff in.org

Continued on following page 

HPNA General Meeting 
Minutes for March 2012
The meeting was called to order by Chair 

Lisa Harris at 7:06 p.m. The first item on 
the agenda was a presentation on the Upper 
Airport Blvd. Initiative by Jorge Rousselin of 
the City’s Planning and Review Department. 

Mr. Rousselin began with an overview of the 
initiative. As the Imagine Austin comprehensive plan-
ning research reveals that Austin’s population is 
expected to double in 30 years, and Airport Blvd. is in 
the middle of several predicted sectors of growth, the 
City is looking at (1) what public improvements can 
be made to Airport Blvd., and (2) what private invest-
ments can be made along Airport Blvd. This initiative 
is NOT going to take private property by eminent do-
main, NOT increase the right of way along Airport 
Blvd., NOT displace homeowners or encourage de-
molition or rezoning of residential property, and NOT 
increase traffic. The goals of this initiative are:

• Establish a walkable, mixed-use, vibrant corridor;
• Provide more transit options (no longer auto-cen-

tric);
• Coordinate public and private investments; and
• Establish tools and rules to develop along the 

Blvd. (form-based code).
Mr. Rousselin then discussed the timeline for the 

initiative and outreach efforts currently underway. 
In 2010, the City Council directed the planning de-
partment to enter into a contract with a consultant 
to assess current conditions along Airport Blvd. and 
make recommendations. After hiring Gateway Plan-
ning Group, in September 2011 the City kicked off the 
initiative with a Visioning Charette. Then, in October 
2011, draft Vision Maps were created to describe the 
potential future development pattern along Airport 
Blvd. Next, in November 2011 the City held a Mobility 
Concepts Public Forum. Since then, a Citizens Adviso-
ry Group, of which Hyde Park resident Doris Coward 
is a member, has met and made recommendations on 
the initiative. Now, during February through April 
2012, the City is conducting public roundtables to re-
fine the vision of the initiative. Next steps, starting in 
April, will be to create recommended changes to the 
land use code. Finally, the initiative will be proposed 
to the City Council by Fall 2012 to take action. 

Mr. Rousselin next pointed out some “Placemaking 
Spotlights” along Upper Airport. First, the Highland 
Mall Redevelopment Area was discussed, which is 
owned by a few private developers, including Austin 
Community College. The possible vision is to uti-
lize the large parking lots for development and create 
parking garages in the interior of the development. A 
second Placemaking Spotlight is the Proposed Fiskville 
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Station Area, which is a proposed transit oriented de-
velopment (TOD) along the red line. Travis County 
owns a lot of property in this area and wants to cre-
ate an employment center with 1,000 jobs. Finally, the 
Adjoining Area to Hyde Park was discussed. The Air-
port Blvd. Plan does NOT include any portion of Hyde 
Park, but abuts the neighborhood at 51st and Caswell 
and again between 45th and 47th along Bennett.

Mr. Rousselin then described Form Based Code. 
Form Based Code simplifies land use regulations and 
incorporates into code the vision of the community. 
This system considers how buildings are laid out on a 
plot of land, the relationship of buildings to the street, 
and identifying public spaces, etc. Austin utilized Form 
Based Code when creating the 1839 Waller Grid and 
Hyde Park’s NCCD is very similar in that it describes 
building character, building form, building type, and 
design characteristics, and is place specific and respon-
sive to the local character of the community. Thus, 
while today’s Airport Blvd. corridor is auto-dependent, 
with aging buildings and no coherent public realm, 
the future of the corridor with Form Based Code could 
have a vibrant character with broad market potential.

Most recently, a Character Map for Upper Airport 
Blvd. was drafted in February 2012 to identify the fol-
lowing zones: (a) Mixed-use Highland Mall, (b) Civic 
Campus, (c) Highway Mixed Use, (d) Corridor Mixed 
Use, (e) Fiskville TOD, (f) Commercial Transition, (g) 
Local Mixed Use, and (h) Neighborhood Transition. 
For the two areas abutting Hyde Park, Commer-
cial Transition and Neighborhood Transition zones 
are proposed. The City is looking for Hyde Park to 
provide input as to what building types, forms, and 
characteristics are desirable to the Hyde Park com-
munity for these “transition zones.” As an example, 
the Ridgetop Neighborhood recently took pictures 
of homes in their area and categorized these pictures 
based on desirability. The City would need this input 
to be provided to them before the planning depart-
ment approaches City Council in May.

After initial Q&A with Mr. Rousselin, HPNA 
members decided that those residents interested in 
providing feedback to the City on the Upper Airport 
Blvd. Initiative should meet on Thursday, March 22, 
at 6:30 p.m. at Trinity United Methodist Church.

Finally, Lisa Harris provided some updates. First, 
if anyone has comments on the Game Warden Tract 
site plan, which was recently released by the City, 
please contact Karen McGraw. Second, the Imagine 
Austin plan has been modified to remove the term 
“mixed-use” for 38th and 51st Streets. Along 38th, the 
new term is “activity corridor” and 51st is no longer 
highlighted – 53rd Street/North Loop is now the des-
ignated “activity corridor.”

The official meeting was adjourned at 8:15pm.

—	 Ashley Schweickart, 	
Claire de Young,	
HPNA Co-Secretaries
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PIANO LESSONS
ANGELO LEMBESIS

EDUCATOR, PERFORMER, COMPOSER

• M.M. UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS

• TEN YEARS EXPERIENCE TEACHING 

• CLOSE TO BRENTWOOD ELEMENTARY

Web: www.pianobyangelo.com

Phone: 817.403.3409

Avery 5371

Pecan Press is on-line at
<www.austinhydepark.org>

It’s Time to Support 
Austin’s Parks
When I moved to Austin in 1979, I was 

amazed at the public parks I found in 
every neighborhood. People swam, played 
tennis and golf, and ran on trails throughout 
the city. Austin had the most parkland 
per capita of any American city. This was 
particularly impressive to me because I came 
from Fort Worth, a place where no one could 
do anything fun at all without belonging to 
a private club. I hoped things had improved 
there over the years but when I visited last 
June I found that ALL the public pools were 
closed for the summer due to budget reasons!

Over time, I learned that Austin’s abundance was 
not an accident, nor the result of any greater wealth. 
Austin for the most part had always been a mid-
dle-class town with an economy dependent upon 
university and state government jobs. So, what ac-
counted for the many public parks? I discovered that 
years ago visionary city leaders such as Mayor Tom 
Miller, Councilwoman Emma Long, Lady Bird John-
son, Roberta Crenshaw, Beverly Sheffield, Mayor 
Roy Butler and Roy Guerrero committed the resourc-
es to establish recreation facilities all across town. 
They led in developing not just parks and pools but 
centers with extensive programming, including orga-
nized sports, dance classes, summer camps, arts and 
crafts classes and neighborhood festivals. These lead-
ers were also instrumental in opening opportunities 
to African Americans, forming the basis for Aus-
tin’s more liberal reputation among Texas cities. Their 
courageous leadership created the foundation for 
Austin’s attractiveness and growth. 

Sadly, our City officials in recent years have for-
gotten or abandoned that vision. They are starving 
the Parks and Recreation Department (PARD) while 
seriously contemplating giving public money to pri-
vate organizations run by people not accountable to 
the citizens. They demolished the old Austin Recre-
ation Center by neglect and are now contemplating 
selling off the newer facility there. They have practi-
cally destroyed Hancock Golf Course by not watering 
it, despite the gray water line passing alongside, or 
investing in maintenance that would make it attrac-
tive to golfers and then claiming it is not economically 
viable because it isn’t played enough! With the in-
creasing density of Central Austin and the anticipated 
closing of Lions Municipal Course, Hancock could 
be a very active course if it were improved and main-
tained.

Continued on page 14
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Although the race begins and ends on campus, it 
will affect Hyde Park. The race will travel north on 
Guadalupe from 29th to W. 34th Street. It will head 
east on W. 34th Street and then go north on Speedway, 
east on 42nd and south on Duval to Harris Avenue. 
After heading east on Harris, the course goes south on 
Red River and back onto campus. The race map is at-
tached as a reference. 

The Hyde Park area will be affected between miles 
2 and 4 of the course. We anticipate the fastest runner 
will be to the 2-mile mark (W. 34th Street) at approxi-
mately 8:10 a.m. and the slowest runner will pass the 
4-mile marker (where Harris meets Red River) at ap-
proximately 9 a.m. Please note that 
we are utilizing partial street clo-
sures. 

To make it as convenient as 
possible for egress/ingress, there 
will be Austin Police Officers at 
38th and Speedway and 38th and 
Duval. We anticipate the race pack 
will be thinned out by the time the 
runners get to Hyde Park and the 
officers will allow cars through the 
intersections when there are breaks 
in the packs.

To move east/west, resi-
dents are encouraged to use Dean 
Keeton or 38th Street. The west-
bound lanes of Dean Keeton will 
not be affected and only one lane 
of eastbound Dean Keeton will 
be closed. E. 38th street will have 
Austin Police Officers at Duval 
and Speedway to allow traf-
fic through while protecting the 
runners. To move north/south, 
residents are encouraged to use 
Red River or Guadalupe north of 
34th. If you need to head north or 
south near campus, Red River will 
have one lane open southbound.

Our goal is to have runners off 
of the city streets by 9:30 a.m. but 
definitely through Hyde Park by 9 
a.m. We know that this is an incon-
venience and we want to minimize 
that as much as possible. 

Your understanding and co-
operation is greatly appreciated. 
To learn more about the race, visit 

<www.utlonghornrun.com>. The Longhorn Run ben-
efits the UT Student Government and Recreational 
Sports Excellence Funds. Resources from the SG Ex-
cellence Fund are meant to equip student groups with 
the tools to advance current projects or ideas, while 
promoting the ideals of giving and a spirit of service 
on the UT campus. The Recreational Sports Excellence 
Fund is focused on placing resources where they are 
most immediately needed to ensure that UT students 
have access to the highest quality recreational pro-
gram in the nation. 

—	 Jennifer Speer, UT RecSports, 
512.471.3116
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Longhorn Run 2012

Orange= 10K
Blue= 2 Miler

N

April 14, 2012
10K-8am
2 Miler-8:15am

Longhorn Run : Saturday, April 14, 2012
UT Student Government and RecSports are excited to bring the Longhorn Run back to UT 

and the Austin community. The organizers recognize the impact the race will have on 
neighbors surrounding campus and are hopeful that race day can be a positive experience for 
everyone affected by the course.
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Controversy Over the 
Future of Hancock 
Golf Course

Since November, City of Austin officials 
have been holding meetings to discuss the 

future of the Hancock Golf Course. The City 
has now narrowed its focus to one proposal, 
that is, convert the course into a park. 

Using the land for development is not and will 
not be under consideration. Indeed, any such propos-
al would have to be approved by the voters of Austin. 
However, attempts to find alternative solutions to 
maintain the grounds as a golf course, original-
ly up for consideration, now seem to be off the table 
as far as the City is concerned—a turn of events that 
prompted the Hancock Neighborhood Association 
(HNA) to write a letter of protest to the mayor.

Because of its proximity, the decision regarding 
the land will have long-term impact on Hyde Park. 
The City is hosting an open meeting on March 24 
(too late for results to be included in this issue of the 
magazine). Happily, City officials will also make a 
presentation to HPNA at its April 2nd meeting. The 
presentation, followed by questions and comments, 
should provide an opportunity for Hyde Park res-
idents to become better informed and voice their 
opinions.

The City has documented the finances of the 
course, and clearly it is no longer sustainable in its 
current state. According to statistics produced by the 
City, the rounds of golf played at the course have de-
clined by 67% since 2000, and the annual deficits to 
the golf course have grown from $146,195 in 2007 to 
$218,096 in 2011. Budget cuts, drought conditions, 
and the cost of watering the course with potable wa-
ter have caused significant deterioration of the course 
itself. An irrigation system to tap into reclaimed wa-
ter would cost about $400,000. At its current expanse 
of only 50 acres, the course has short holes; and the 
City claims stray golf balls have been a hazard to traf-
fic and nearby homes. 

After the initial presentation, HNA submitted 
a list of questions to clarify financial issues to see 
whether changes to current practices could bring the 
course to profitability. It does not believe the ques-
tions and issues about potential profitability have 
been adequately addressed by the City. And now the 
City is poised to ask the neighborhoods for input on 
what they would like to see in a park that replaced 
the course. This has brought the charge that the City 
is putting the cart before the horse. It has also been 
argued that the course should be preserved for histor-
ical reasons: it is apparently the oldest surviving golf 

Continued on page 13
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Hyde Park Neighbors –

Biggs Plumbing, a commercial contractor for 
over 40 years, is now providing residential 
service. 

Consider us for your:
• Kitchen and bath remodeling 
• New tankless water heaters
• Service calls

We live in the neighborhood and understand 
the challenges of older plumbing.  Let us help 
you with your next project.

512–837–5955
service@biggsplumbing.com 

http://www.biggsplumbing.com

TX Masters License M36811

course west of the Mississippi in continuous opera-
tion. Also, there is some fear that the closure would 
put too much stress on the remaining golf courses in 
the city. Another concern is that the City may not yet 
have been clear enough on the availability of funds to 
convert and maintain a park.

On the other hand, some feel that the conversion 
of the course to a park would in the long run better 
serve more people and families in the neighborhood. 
Even if funds were applied to repairs needed to make 
the course more viable, the course would still not be 
ideal for golfers. The City planned a survey of areas 
golfers, but results are either not yet in or have not 
been released. 

The HPNA Steering Committee has not taken a 
position on this matter, but is strongly encouraging 
residents to come out for the discussion and presenta-
tion at the HPNA general meeting on Monday, April 
2. It is expected that there will be votes taken on one 
or more resolutions that emerge from the presentation 
and ensuring discussions. See you there.

—	 Michael Nill

Hancock Golf Course...­
­		 		    …cont’d from page 10

ANSWERS TO WORD FIND #5
1-PHYSICS; 2-BIOLOGY; 3-CHEMISTRY;  4-
ASTRONOMY; 5-GEOLOGY; 6-ECOLOGY; 
7-ACCELERATION; 8-HEMOGLOBIN; 9-
PLATE TECTONICS; 10-ATOMIC THEORY; 
11-COPERNICUS; 12-DEOXYRIBONUCLEIC; 
13-BIOME; 14-SCIENCE; 15-RED SHIFT; 16-
STRONG NUCLEAR; 17-EVOLUTION; 18-
GRAVITY; 19-NICHE; 20-PERMIAN
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HybridRealtor@Stanberry.com

Hyde Park Resident & Neighborhood Realtor
Jeff  Baker  512 619-7421 ABOR, REALTOR®
Former State Licensed Appraiser                          Also check out jeffbakerart.biz

R E A L T O R S ®

Stanberry
Associates

In partnership with solesforsouls, I will be donating 200 pairs 
of shoes for those in need with each real estate transaction. 
Check out soles4souls.org to see how you can get involved! 

ARBORTECH
Member of and Certified by The International 

Society of Arboriculture 

Stan Noblett, B. S. Molecular Biology 

940-0705
Residential-Commercial

· Sick Tree Diagnosis         · Pruning 
· Storm Damage               · Removal 
· Ball Moss           · Cabling & Bracing 
· Lot Clearing            · Roof Clearing 
· Appraisal · Native Tree Experts 

Complete Tree Service 

www.arbortech.org
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The Imagine Austin planning process has asked 
us to identify what makes Austin good and what 
makes us want to live here. These are important ques-
tions to ask ourselves because so often we take our 
public amenities as a given. We don’t see the love-
ly parks and historic buildings and neighborhood 
schools as something that might not be here, so we 
take them for granted -- until they are threatened. 
These neighborhood resources are the foundation that 
builds community, defines culture, and makes a city 
work. Yet I believe all these things are endangered by 
the trend toward expecting everything to pay for itself 
and function without public support. This short-sight-
ed thinking risks the loss of irreplaceable assets and 
essential elements of Austin’s egalitarian lifestyle.

The present work of the bonds committee is an 
opportunity to push back on this trend and renew our 
commitment to public facilities. I encourage people 
to express support for a bond package that includes 
investments, improvements, and deferred mainte-
nance for our parks. Other measures are needed in the 
regular budget but the bonds offer an immediate op-
portunity to repair some of the shameful neglect of 
recent years.

I believe the Austin we have enjoyed as a lega-
cy of those earlier visionary leaders is worth fighting 
to maintain. Everyone can make their views known 
on this by going to http://SpeakUpAustin.org. Prog-
ress on the bond work can be tracked by checking in 
on the City’s website at www.AustinTexas.gov/Bond-
Development.

—	 Lin Team

Support Austin’s Parks...­
­		 		    …cont’d from page 8

Some larvae feed only on particular plants. The fol-
lowing is a list to help you with your plant selection:

Butterfly Plant

Monarch butterfly milkweed, butterfly weed

Queen butterfly milkweed

Viceroy cottonwood, poplar, willow

Black swallowtail parsley, dill, fennel

Spicebush swallowtail spicebush, sweet bay, sassafras

Pipevine swallowtail Dutchman’s pipevine

Giant swallowtail citrus, Hercules club

Brazilian skipper canna

Brush-footed butterflies nettles, thistles

Hairstreak butterflies pecans, walnuts

Gulf fritillary passionflower vines

Giant purple hairstreak mistletoe

Gray hairstreak legumes

Question mark hackberry, elm

Texas crescent shrimp plant, dicliptera, ruellia

Painted lady hollyhock, thistles

Buckeye plantain, snapdragon

Adult butterflies need a source of nectar in the gar-
den. The following is a list of plants they might like:

Plant name Flower color

Asters lavender, pink, purple, white

Blazing star lavender

Butterfly bush lavender, purple, white

Butterfly weed orange, yellow

Cone flower fuchsia

Flame bush red-orange

Goldenrod yellow

Ironweed pink, purple

Lantana combinations, lavender, orange, 
pink, white, yellow

Loosestrife lavender

Mexican heather lavender

Mexican milkweed red-orange, yellow

Plant name Flower color

Mexican mint marigold yellow-orange

Mist flower blue, white

Phlox pink, purple, red, white

Salvia blue, lavender, pink, red

Verbena blue, lavender, pink, purple, red, 
white

Zinnia orange, pink, red, white, yellow

Butterfly Gardening

Butterfly gardening can be a wonderful way to invite nature into your 
backyard. With a little knowledge on local butterflies and the correct 

plants, you can create a garden that allows you to watch butterflies in 
various life stages. Adult butterflies feed on nectar, gathering it from 
flowers. Larvae, or caterpillars, feed on plant foliage, so if you do not like 
to have your plants eaten by insects, butterfly gardening may not be for you.
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Lucien, Stirling and Gray  
Advisory Group, Inc. 

How do you define “wealth”? 

Hint:  It’s more than your balance sheet 

Exploring this question and crafting
thoughtful long-term plans

is how we deliver
wealth management services  

in a meaningful, personal way. 

Please give us a call. 

“Life is full of riches. Your relationship with
an advisor should be the same.” 

4005 Guadalupe · Austin, TX  78751 
(512) 458-2517 

www.lsggroup.com 

“Smart Decisions About Serious Money” 

A Registered Investment Advisor providing  
Fiduciary level planning, advice & asset management services 

In Hyde Park since 1992 
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tammy@realtyaustin.com
512.695.6940

tammy younG, realtor ®

& HyDe ParK neiGHBor  

Home marKetinG & Buyer rePresentation
innovative, results-FocuseD

exemPlary customer service

Hyde Park Poets
Less Than Zero

Less than zero
Is a song that Elton John wrote,
Sub-zero
Is the name of a refrigerator
Minus one - one less
The song was about how he felt,
I guess
Who knows what he was thinking
Or feeling?
I just like the song

More than zero
I could say, today,
Less than one hundred, but
Above ground
Way more than zero

“More than zero” 
Does not have the same impact
Or appeal
We resonate more with pain
Less with joy

There is something more profound
About sorrow, than joy
That would make you listen
To Less than, rather than 
More than Zero.

—	 Herzele 	
10/24/10	
(just past midnight)
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n  Yourself i  Austi

THE GILL AGENCY

coming soon

SUPERIOR CL IENT SERVICE 
AND ATTENTION TO DETAIL

UNPARALLELED MARKETING

512.740.5771
SUZEE@THEGILLAGENCY.COM

VISIT US ON THE WEB @ THEGILLAGENCY.COM

FOR MORE INFORMATION – 
Contact Suzee Brooks

> 511 E 49th Street
> 4905 Avenue H
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Hyde Park Specialist

Sam Archer
Broker | Realtor®, Juice Homes LLC

512.633.4650
Sam@ArcherAustin.com
www.JuiceHomes.com

and Resident

Sam is a Hyde Park enthusiast and has been living and investing in Hyde 
Park since 1995.

Sam	is	a	graduate	of	Harvard	and	the	LBJ	School	and	is	a	Certified									
Negotiation Expert®

Call Sam if you are considering selling .  It makes a difference 
when your Realtor® knows what is happening in our real estate market.

Helping clients buy and sell in 
Austin with integrity and 

unparalleled representation
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

Philtron 

Human Help for a Digital World 

 Virus Removal
 PC Tune-up/Upgrade
 Home & Office Networking
 Custom Built PCs

On-site   On Time   Call Today! 

512.360.TRON(8766) 
www.philtron.com 

Computing 

Austin Parks Foundation’s 
“It’s My Park Day” 2012
The annual effort to improve Shipe Park 

now scheduled for the first Saturday each 
March as “It’s Shipe Park Day” Saturday, 
March 3rd was “It’s My Park Day” at Shipe 
Park (and dozens of other parks throughout 
the City of Austin). IMPD is the Austin 
Parks Foundation’s premier annual event 
which provides the framework and support 
for a day of community service to improve 
Austin’s parks and green spaces.

Over 100 neighborhood volunteers came out 
along with a contingent of folks from the Austin Parks 
and Recreation Department. Local business support 
for the event came from Grande Communications, 
Wheatsville Food Coop, The Griffin School & Mary 
LaTouf of Book Austin Music. The Hyde Park Neigh-
borhood Association and Friends of Shipe Park were 
on hand to provide support as well. We greatly appre-
ciate the efforts of everyone who helped out. Special 
thanks goes to neighbors, Phillip and Rhonda Baird, 
hosts again for this year’s effort , Adam Wilson, Jill 
and Jack Nokes and Alison Young. They managed to 
perfectly coordinate all aspects of the event.

Let’s take a look at some highlights of what we ac-
complished.

• Tree Planting;
• Presented the second installation of the Shipe Park 

Mosaic Mural Project designed by Austin artists 
Pascal Simon and Holli Brown;

• Aerated and mulched around all the park trees;
• Spread Dillo Dirt on the playing field;
• Cleared the creek of debris, weeds and invasive 

plants;
• Re-painted park benches, picnic tables, trash cans 

and posts “ShipePark Blue”;
Continued on following page 

Sara Hensley, Austin PARD Director & Dorothy Richter, Hyde Park 
Mayor for Life
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Joe Zakes

Residential Remodeling
From Additions to Repairs

apcaustin.com

HAVING MORE RETIREMENT ACCOUNTS IS NOT THE SAME

AS HAVING MORE MONEY.
To learn how consolidating your retirement accounts to Edward
Jones could make sense for you, call today.

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC
Alexander F Henley
Financial Advisor
.

4101 Guadalupe Street
Suite 600
Austin, TX 78751
512-323-0060

HYDE PARK NEIGHBORS

Join our Email Newsletter for Exclusive Offers

Delivering Pies To Our

for35 Years!

www.ConansPizza.com

478-5712
603 W 29th

RAM Austin Property 
Management

Sam Archer 
512.633.4650
info@ramaustin.com
www.ramaustin.com

Hyde Park Owned & Operated 

Pecan Press is on-line at
<www.austinhydepark.org>

• Cleaned the swimming pools;
• Yarn Bombing led by Caroline Wilson - Keep your 

eye out for pieces popping up around the park; 
• Entertained by Brian Hudson and musicians from 

the Griffin School.

As HPNA Shipe Park Chair, I am once again hon-
ored to be associated with such a dedicated group of 
folks from the Hyde Park neighborhood who through 
their voluntary efforts continue to improve our local 
community. Take a walk through Shipe Park and see 
the latest improvements there for all to enjoy. This de-
fines the character of a community that cares about 
itself and the environment.

So let’s keep on top of the opportunities that ex-
ist to ensure our Austin Parks remain vibrant and 
healthy. 
Here’s a list of things to do in support of this goal.

• Join the Hyde Park Neighborhood Association 
www.austinhydepark.org;

• Contact the HPNA Shipe Park Committee, Mark L 
Fishman, Chair mlfishman@gmail.com;

• Join the Friends of Shipe Park (contact Adam Wil-
son) <adam@griffinschool.org>; and on facebook 
<www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofshi-
pepark>;

• Thank the Parks and Recreation Department staff 
whenever you see them working on our park;

• Join the Austin Parks Foundation www.austin-
parks.org;

• Plan on participating at It’s My Park Day in 
March of 2013; and

• Keep Shipe Park Clean. Pick up trash whenever 
you see it.

—	 Mark L Fishman, HPNA Shipe 
Park Committee Chair

Volunteers planting a tree on “It’s Shipe Park Day.”
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www.GWYNDOWS.com
 444-1954

Women Owned and Operated

Commercial and Residential

Great Quality and Affordable

Excellent Customer Service

ECO-friendly And Fully Insured

CALL US FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE !

Grand Lady Turns 95
One of the oldest long-time residents of 

Hyde Park, Florine Weiss, celebrates 
her 95th birthday in March, 2012.  The Weiss 
home on Avenue H was erected in 1917, the 
same year in which Florine was born.   For 
over 58 years, she and her husband Alton, 
married for 69 years, raised and shared their 
home with four children, eight grandchildren 
and seven great grandchildren.   

Florine, as all will attest, is a wonderful mother 
and homemaker, her profession throughout most of 
her life.  She is renowned for her cooking skills, with 
two of her most sought after dishes being chicken and 
dumplings and homemade coffee cake.  Rarely has 
there been a day in the Weiss home when there was a 
“cold stove.”  Even today, one can always smell good 
eats cooking on Florine’s stove for her family and 
friends.

Flowers have been Florine’s forte over the years, 
as friends and neighbors can attest.  Her green thumb 
can make even the saddest of plants come back to life. 
Her yard is always filled with the bright and happy 
colors of begonias, roses and other plants welcoming 
all who visit and stay in her home.  She takes great 
pride in the beautiful trees, plants, and flowers which 
surround the Weiss home, one filled with much love 
over the years.

May God bless Florine on her 95th birthday and 
may she continue to bless the lives of family, friends, 
and neighbors in the years to come.

 —	 Karolyn Kay Weiss
 

Hyde Park Poets

NY Looks Beautiful
Crystal clear
Bright, sparkly lights
Buildings, lit up,
Red, white, and blue,
Now, I ‘m at the waist level
Of tall buildings,
The magic of bridges,
In the middle of a city,
Does not escape me.

—	 Herzele	
3/9/12
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Hyde Park Poets
Memories

At a gathering, 
I see old friends, and new,
I tell a story
From the old, “fun” days,
Forty years ago;
“That should be a movie,”
One of them says,
So it should,
Let the movies continue.

Memories decay
Not only that, but,
We remember the same events,
Differently from one another,
Between the different and the decay.

What remains of an actual event,
Between the differences and the decay,
I can remember whatever I like and
Hang onto the feelings 
I think I had.

—	 Herzele	
10/21/2010	
for Jaclyn Pryor

Infundibulum – Vickie’s 
Art Piece

Scars on beads
Swirling infundibulum
   Gold, with raised
   What are these?
Scarification - tribal ritual
   though I am largely certain
   that is not what inspired
   the raised symbols
Could be runes, more likely
   than ritual markings

Yet, the vortex
Certainly suggests
Ancience (I mean that- as of ancient time)

The question arises
   Is it runes on the glassy texture:
   Scars on beads
Or, a jeweled path
   Through secret meaning.

—	 Herzele	
9/28/11



Page 22 — April, 2012 — Pecan Press

Lisa J. Harris 
4522 Avenue F 
Austin, TX 78751 
March 4, 2012

Texas Board of Pardons and Paroles 
P.O. Box 13401, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas  78711

RE:	 INMATE NAME:   Adams, Tommy Joe AKA Tommy Joe Kelley   
W/M  DOB:  Jul 12, 1963 
SID INMATE NUMBER:  02807412 
TRAVIS COUNTY CAUSE NUMBER(S):    D1DC11-300379

Dear Board Members:

I respectfully protest the release of this inmate because during 
the time I have lived in Hyde Park (since 2005) this offender’s 
persistent efforts to damage property in our neighborhood has 
made stopping the incidents in which damage is done to multiple 
tires on a vehicle a consistent major focus of our neighborhood 
watch efforts. Many people had to replace multiple tires on a 
vehicle more than once in a year. Neighbors told me of their anger 
and stress and the times they stayed up all night looking out their 
front window trying to catch the offender in the act. The offender 
continued this damage over approximately sixteen years. The year 
that Mr. Adams has been in jail awaiting trial and beginning to 
serve his ten year sentence our neighborhood has been the first 
year in a long time in which there were not nights when someone 
punctured every street-side tire of every car parallel parked on 
a block or nights in which three or four tires of many cars in an 
apartment complex parking lot got punctured.

Mr. Adams should not be considered for parole at this time because 
at his trial this fall we saw nothing in his testimony that would 
give us reason to think that he would not immediately resume his 
efforts to damage property if released. The consequences of his 
crimes must be severe enough to deter him from offending in the 
future.

Respectfully yours, 
Lisa J. Harris 
President, Hyde Park Neighborhood Association

Letters Dept.
Editor’s Note: The following letter, addressed not to us, but to the 
Texas Board of Pardons and Paroles was recently penned by HPNA 
President Lisa Harris concerning her position regarding parole 
considerations for the Hyde Park tire slasher. Neighbors who value their 
property in a similar manner are encouraged to do the same. 

City Seeks Better Ways to 
Control Speeders
One of the sad side effects of living central in our 

lovely university town is speeding motorists on 
our streets. Sometimes, alcohol is a factor in this irre-
sponsible behavior. Fortunately, the City of Austin is 
actively seeking citizens to help facilitate their speed 
mitigation program on an ongoing basis, while funds 
last. They are seeking a contact person for every block 
of an affected street, not just one per neighborhood or 
street. If speeders are a problem on your block, this 
appears to be a sterling opportunity to step up and 
take action without a large time commitment. Howev-
er, since the program works on a small block-by-block 
scope, it is likely that blocks with severe speeding 
problems will not receive the attention they deserve if 
the response to the program is apathetic. 

As one might expect, speed mitigation commonly 
means speed bumps, speed humps, speed tables, speed 
cushions, roundabouts, medians, chicanes, and bulbouts. 
However, depending on feedback from the applicant and 
the community, it could potentially be something more 
elaborate, like a traffic circle or other designs.

Interested Hyde Parkers should go to <www.austint-
exas.gov/department/local-area-traffic-management> 
and click on “application packet” in the last paragraph. 
Print out the last page and send it to 505 Barton Springs 
Rd, Austin TX 78704. For your convenience, the other sa-
lient points of the document are summarized below. 

If (and ONLY if) the engineers find your block 
suitable for “speed mitigation,” this is what you’ll be ex-
pected to do: 

• Ask your neighbors to sign a form supporting the 
idea. The engineers will tell you which neighbors to con-
tact, and if you cannot contact that neighbor you can 
mark him/her as “not contacted.” 

• Create a speed mitigation group with a few neigh-
bors and advise the City on the design of your speed 
mitigation object, i.e., you will be able to tell the City 
what you want on your block. Not only will your group 
be increasing the safety of your street, but it will poten-
tially be able to make a lasting mark that also beautifies 
and enhances. You can even design the device to be deco-
rative or functional (combined community garden/traffic 
circle) but if it turns costly the City may ask you to pitch 
in.

• Occasionally help weed/clean the speed mitigation 
device, if it needs it.

• Be the point of contact if the City has questions. 
These are simple requirements and they give par-

ticipants great latitude to work with the City and be 
involved in the process. The project manager for this ef-
fort is Renee Orr, <renee.orr@austintexas.gov>. She says 
that all applications are considered and ranked twice per 
year, presumably so they can handle the worst problems 
first.

— Dave Chang
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With Grande’s Game-Winning
Triple Plays, you’ll never lose!

“Grande brings a new level of value to the game with
  their bundled services. That’s why I chose Grande.”
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