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When: 7:00 p.m.
Monday, December 4, 2006

Where: Hyde Park United
Methodist Church
4001 Speedway
Who: YOU and your neighbors

Note: HPNA general meetings usually
take place on the first Monday of each month.
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‘Tis the Season! _

HPNA General Meeting
Agenda for December 4

= Helping Hands - Presentation
on charitable opportunities with
Helping Hands Home for Children

=¢ Fire Safety in Your Home -
Presentation by Tim La Fuente of
Austin Fire Department Public
Education Office

*¢ Mueller Project - Discussion with
Matt Whelan

¢ HPNA Budget - Official vote to be
taken

Hyde Park Holidays Party
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Front Porch of Woodburn House

yde Park Holidays Party will be held Friday,

December 15 from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. at the Woodburn
House Bed & Breakfast, 4401 Avenue D. The HPNA
invites you to come and share your own special holiday
spirit with other neighbors. The officers and leaders
of the Association and the gracious owners of the
Woodburn House, Kristen and Noel De La Rosa, will be
on hand to greet you.

Deli, and an extra treat from Pascal
Nicolas- one of the new owners of
Dolce Vita. Judy Pape will be coor-
dinating beverages for all ages.
Children’s activities orches-

This year’s festivities will be
even more fun than last year’s, if
YOU are there! Bring your own
special dessert treat for others to
enjoy. We'll have name cards to

Santa’s Helper Welcomes Neighbors

identify your dish so that you will
hear all the wonderful compli-
ments people give them. There will
be delicious food catered by Greg
Bontempo - owner of New World

trated by Vickie Parsons will await
our smaller neighbors. Jennifer Ro-
chelle is organizing an effort to
support our neighbor, Helping

Continued on page 5



From the President s Desk:

How Many Districts Does it Take to Protect a Neighborhood?

here are various legal and regulatory vehicles that help in protecting a neighborhood’s
character. Many people don’t realize how important they are. With this article I will try to
describe what we have today and what it means, and what your neighborhood is considering

for the future.

Today, Hyde Park has a Na-
tional Register District (NRD) that
generally includes the original
Hyde Park development, and two
Neighborhood Conservation and
Combining Districts (NCCD’s).
These projects took thousands of
volunteer hours and several years
to achieve. Recently, there has
been considerable talk about add-
ing a Local Historic District (LHD)
overlay to all or parts of the neigh-
borhood. This has led to a lot of
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questions about what protection
we're getting from what we’ve al-
ready invested time in and how
will a local historic district be any
different?

A National Register District
is part of the National Register of
Historic Places. It lists structures,
building sites and districts that
are deemed important in Ameri-
can history, culture, architecture
or archeology. A National Register
District does not limit an owner’s
handling of the property in any
way. A NRD is mainly an honor
and recognition of historic value.

A Neighborhood Conservation
and Combining District (NCCD)
is a zoning overlay. It protects pat-
terns of neighborhoods. It specifies
how each property is zoned (sin-
gle family, multi-family, etc.). It
also lays out design specifications
such as no garages on the front of
houses, house setback standards
and height limitations. These reg-
ulations are now part of the City’s
land development code and zon-
ing ordinance.

A Local Historic District is also
a zoning overlay, which specifies
design standards that respect the
historic character of the neighbor-
hood. Each LHD should establish
its own design standards such as
appropriate scale, architectural
styles, window patterns, building
materials, etc. These design stan-
dards apply to the exterior of the
building. Every building permit is-
sued within a LHD has to abide by
these design standards. It basically
ensures that the new construction
respects and maintains the historic
character and buildings.

100

N

According to the City of Aus-
tin, “a local historic district is a
geographically- or thematical-
ly-definable area, possessing a
significant concentration of build-
ings, structures, or objects united
by their history and architecture.”
In order to qualify as a LHD, “
least 51% of the principal buildings
within a district must contribute to
its historic character, and at least
60% of the property owners with-
in the district must consent to its
establishment before City Coun-
cil can designate the area as a local
historic district.”

So why bother with an LHD?
The reason is protection of his-
toric character and maintaining
(rather than losing) buildings that
define the historic character of

Continued on following page
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P. O Box 49427 + Austin, TX 78765
http://www.austinhydepark.org
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the neighborhood. Currently, all building or demoli-
tion permits within a National Register District have
to be reviewed by the Historic Landmark Commis-
sion (HLC). The HLC makes recommendations to
property owners and builders to help ensure that the
project is appropriate to the neighborhood. This is
considered a “complimentary” review but is not en-
forceable. We have had good results on occasion via
this forum for communicating with folks prior to their
start of construction. A LHD, on the other
hand, provides the HLC a tool to actu-
ally enforce design standards. It would
also govern demolition and relocation
permits. This is the major difference - a
Conservation District can maintain the
general character but cannot control de-
molition. The LHD is put into place to
keep the actual historic fabric (buildings)
from disappearing and being replaced
with replicas, or worse. It is an effort to
keep that which is actually historic.

The first step towards creating an LHD is to col-
lect maps of the area such as plat maps, tax maps and
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. This will help deter-
mine what the boundaries should be for any Local
Historic District(s).

Oops! Dept.:
After some late fact checking of last month’s feature article, “The
Fire Station Festival: Why We Celebrate” the author
has concluded that the correct year of the 1st Fire Station Festival
would have been 1974, not 1969. Let that be a lesson to all of us:
Let’s all begin keeping better diaries and make entries often. 2

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association Enroliment

Name Phone

2006-07 Membership

The second step is to research the historic district.
This information will include determining when the
area was first developed, the names of the subdivi-
sions and who created them. It will detail when the
first buildings were constructed and when we expe-
rienced the greatest period of growth. Volunteers will
research the city directory to determine who the res-
idents of the neighborhood were to determine the
social, ethnic, racial and economic character of the
neighborhood and how it changed over
the years.

The third step is to build a survey and
gather an inventory of the structures. This
would include determining if the prin-
cipal structure is contributing or not. A
contributing property is at least 50 years
old, was built during the period of signif-
icance of the district and retains sufficient
integrity of materials and design to con-
vey its historic appearance. If a structure
is less than 50 years old or has had significant archi-
tectural modifications so that it has lost its historic
appearance, it would be considered non-contributing.
The survey would include a photograph and basically

a check list of features such as whether it has a front
Continued on page 4

Open 11 am till midnight
Seven days a week

RUBYS {' B'B'Q

HPNA Membership Info

All memberships expire on September 30th

Address

of each year.
3o

O 1 wish to be notified via email of HPNA meetings and events.

Email

Membership Type: O New Member [0 Renewal
Individual: O $1/year Couple or Family: O $2/year
Dues paid by: O Check O Cash

All memberships expire on September 30th of each year.

Date

3

Make checks payable
to HPNA. Bring to
HPNA meeting,
or send to:
Doris Coward
HPNA
4810 Red River St.
Austin, TX 78751

Membership in HPNA is open to all
residents aged 18 years or older who reside
within the boundaries of Hyde Park or
within 300 feet of the designated
boundaries.

3o
New members,and members who lapse in
dues for over six months, are eligible to
vote at HPNA meetings 30 days after
receipt of dues.

vy

Send in your articles, letters, and photos (but not your
poetry*) by the 15th of each month to:
Editor, Pecan Press
4106 Avenue F
Austin, TX 78751
<hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>

We Welcome Your Submissions to Pecan Press

*Send your poems to:
Nancy Taylor Day
4001 Duval
Austin 78751
<Nancy@ciphersbyritter.com>

Note: The Pecan Press will not publish unsigned/unattributed poetry. All poems (even if written under a pen
name) must carry a name and address or phone number for identification and verification purposes.

Please enclose a self-addressed,
stamped envelope for return of your
materials.
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EXPERT HARDWOOD
FILOOR REFINISHING

CUSTOM HARDWOOD FLOORS
NEW INSTALLATIONS EXPERT SANDING
& REPAIRS & FINISHING

Quality Service with Attention to Detail

RESIDENTIAL -« COMMERCIAL

FOR CONSULTATION
CALL DAVE - 257-2030

“Over 40 Years Experience”

Featured in "Parade of Homes" & "AlA Tour"

sit. stay. good dog.

Training. Gropming. Boutiges. Doggle Day Care
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AUSTIN CANINE CENTRAL

Exclusya Homo of Joyos Morgan Dog Traming

Health Insurance
helps protect your

FINANCIAL
HEALTH.

To learn why health insurance should be an
essential part of your financial plan, give me
a call today. We Live Where You Live.®

Steve Vinklarek, Agent

3700 N IH 35

Austin, TX 78705

Bus: 512-452-0214
steve.vinklarek.h3I2@statefarm.com
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Contact your State Farm agent for details on coverage, costs, restrictions and renewability.
statefarm.com® ® State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company  Bloomington, IL

P044056 09/04

President’s Desk...

...cont’d from page 3

porch, the type roofing material, type of windows, ar-
chitectural style, gables, etc.

The last part of the LHD is to develop the design
standards for the neighborhood. These will be based
upon the historic styles and features of the existing
contributing buildings.

The National Register District nomination for the
area south of 45th has already provided the research
and “context” for much of the LHD work. The survey
will have to updated and design guidelines created.
For the areas north of 45th, more work will be re-
quired since there is currently no NRD.

A very important part of this work will be re-
taining the services of a preservation consultant to
produce the work needed and to guide the work of
any volunteers that HPNA can make available. This
consultant’s expertise will be essential in research-
ing and writing the history and context, determining
which structures are contributing, assembling the
work, and drafting design standards. To work effec-
tively with such a consultant HPNA must establish
leadership and organization of its own for this project,
not to mention the funds necessary to compensate the
consultant.

I am pleased to announce that Sharon Majors has
agreed to be our Local Historic District Chairperson.
She will begin coordinating this effort and is looking
for volunteers to help with all aspects of this project.
Thank you, Sharon. The officers and members of the
Hyde Park Neighborhood Association thank you for
accepting this challenging position and look forward
to working with you on the LHD.

There are no doubt a lot of questions concerning
a Local Historic District that need to be addressed.
Clarksville is the first neighborhood in Austin to at-
tempt to obtain a LHD. We should be able to learn a
great deal through their efforts. I encourage all of our
residents to attend meetings on this subject, educate
yourselves and talk to your neighbors. We have had
several demolitions and relocations over the past few
years. If the number of contributing structures drops
below 51% a LHD is no longer possible and we will
have no way of protecting our neighborhood.

— Elaine Meenahan
HPNA President
<elaine.meenehan@gmail.com>

Pecan Press is on-line at
<www.austinhydepark.org>
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Hyde Park Holidays Party...

...cont’d from page 1

Hand Home for Children at 3804 Avenue B. <www.
helpinghandhome.org> More details to come on the
<hydeparkaustin@yahoogroups.com> and posters
around the neighborhood.

If you have any non-Christmas holiday decora-
tions to loan Kristen and Noel, the help would be
much appreciated. Let’s make it a ‘Holidays’ par-
ty, rather than just a Christmas party.. Please contact
them at <woodburnhouse-austin@hotmail.com>.

Is this fun or what?! You may also contact me
directly at <deatonbednar@grandecom.net> or
512.371.3762 if you want to talk with me about the
party. I so hope to see you there.

— Deaton Kivett Bednar
Chair, HPNA Social Committee
<deatonbednar@grandecom.net>

Remodeling just got easier...

Delivery within
24 hours

Pick-up available
six days a week

Smaller truck
minimizes risk of
pavement damage

Smaller container
provides easier
placement

The Mini Roll-off

Let's face it...the last thing you want to think about is the debris from
your project. With the TDS 14-cubic yard container, you can still get
rid of seven tons of waste, but with less space.

Call today for a free assessment of your waste management needs.

[ | ) ;fs’f,‘:SSAL 1-512-421-7633
k SYSTEMS

www.texasdisposal.com

KELLY W. KEITH, D.D.S.
GENERAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL
CLEANING / EXAM / X-RAYS - $80  expires 12-31-06

FRIENDLY, PROFESSIONAL STAFF
SEDATION DENTISTRY AVAILABLE
EMERGENCIES WELCOME

CREATIVE FINANCIAL OPTIONS
RESTORATIVE & COSMETIC SERVICES
IMPLANT CROWNS & DENTURES
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3800 SPEEDWAY 452-6405 www.KellyKeithdds.com
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Henderson
Plumbing
R

452-5963

Licensed plumbing repair
Clean, personal service

29 years experience
Drain cleaning

452-5963
Leave message
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www. PetGirlsPetSitting.com

Chances are you'll

to try this.
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ILATES STUDIO

<

the past, present & future of fitness
512.297.8610

Minutes:

HPNA November 2006
General Meeting

n November 6, 2006 at 7 p.m., Elaine
Meenehan, President of the Hyde
Park Neighborhood Association, called the

General Meeting to order.

Steve Sadowsky, the City of Austin Historic Pres-
ervation Officer, explained Local Historic Districts. In
December, 2004, the Austin City Council adopted an
ordinance authorizing the establishment of local his-
toric districts to recognize and protect neighborhoods
with particular historical significance to Austin.

These districts provide several new tools for
preservation of historic neighborhoods such as ours.
First, they provide a higher standard for evaluating
and demolition or relocation of important buildings.
Buildings that contribute to the historic character of
the district but do not meet the high standards for
designation as a historic landmark will be better pro-
tected.

Second, local historic districts also provide de-
sign standards for new construction and renovations,
giving neighbors within the district a higher level of
comfort that new construction will follow accepted
design standards based upon the existing architecture
within the districts.

And, lastly, local historic districts will provide a
city property tax incentive for rehabilitating buildings
within the district.

Steve noted that currently, HPNA has two Na-
tional Register Districts: Hyde Park and Shadow
Lawn. Adding local historic district status to these ar-
eas and to other areas of Hyde Park would provide
significant protection to the historic character of the
neighborhood.

The Historic Landmark Commission is devel-
oping the nomination form, a template for design
standards, and a list of qualified rehabilitation expen-
ditures to qualify for the property tax incentive.

In order to obtain local historic district status, all
of the properties must be surveyed and evaluated.
The nomination form must be completed and sub-
mitted. The proposed district must have at least 51%
contributing primary structures, meaning that the
structures “contribute” to the historic district. In ad-
dition, 60% of the property owners in the proposed
district must support the district.

Steve noted that he expected the nomination
form to be online soon. For additional information

Continued on following page
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prepared by Steve, please visit <www.heritagesociety
austin.org/localdistricts.pdf>.

Next on the agenda was Brandi Clark, represent-
ing Austin CarShare, who introduced the Austin
non-profit organization that is launching the first
carsharing program in Texas. This program allows
a participant access to vehicles without the cost of
ownership. Why join the program? You might be
interested if you need a car only occasionally; for ex-
ample, if you can get to work by public transit or car
pooling, but you might need a car to run an occasion-
al errand at lunch. Once you join the program, you
are given a key that accesses all of the vehicles owned
by CarShare. You can make reservations online for
the cars which are parked in CarShare parking places
in Austin.

If you are interested in this new program, visit
the website at <www.austincarshare.org>.

John Paul Moore gave members an update on the
Tree Task Force which plans to meet on November
17, to review the City Manager’s recommendations
regarding tree trimming.

Elaine announced that the HPNA Holiday Party
will be held on Friday, December 15 at the Woodburn
House. Also, HPNA will hold the regular monthly
General Meeting on Monday, December 4.

— Pam Whittington
Co-Secretary
<pamw46@yahoo.com>

) '—'.-" R SreET A
SPECIALTY PIZEZA

I’-llnﬂll-lﬂﬂliu!ﬂ
Ttam - Midnight / tam $at.
Happy Hour 4:30pm - Tpm

» Full Bar + Coffee & Teas «

* Wireless Internel - Wegan Pizza Options »
Deeah o Sauce made Fresh Raily Smoker Friendhy Fatio

4301 b Gusdlslupe Kustia Ta 18751

BUG HUNTER PEST CONTROL

General pest, termites, rodents, W.D.I. reports

Ken Howell

Owner
Call today for a free no obligation termite inspection

Family owned and operated

748-3573

W\, THINK GLOBALLY,
@)= EAT LOCALLY!
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4 !’ I\’ Wheatsville buys organically grown produce from local
‘ family faems. Every day our buyers purchase directly from
local growers. For your this means the freshest produce possible. And dealing
direct pays the best price to
the farmers too. Look for the
"Texas Grown” and “Texas

Certified Organic” labels! 3101 Guadalupe  478-2667

Open 9am-llpm. Every Day
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Creature Comforts
Quality Fet Care In Your Home

For Your Yacations |
Daily Dog Walke while at work
Total Cat Care
Plant/Home Care

Many years of experience

Cathy McDowell
451-4392  M3-4214(cel)
www.ccomforts.com
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WINTER BREAK ART CAMPS AGES 6-12

SAT TEENS
TAKS _[Hc _[ PA D ADULTS
SKILL FINE ART
CLASSES CRAFTING

323.0802 WWW.ARTPADSTUDIO.COM 1403 W.47th

Afterschool Classes

Now Enrolling!
e Yoga
e Chess Club

e Cheerleading

¢ Film-Making

e Classical Guitar

e Social Skills Group
e  And more...

Making Learning Fun

Odyssey School

45t and Red River
www.odysseyschool.com 472-2262
Classes start January 16 for grades 4-8
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866-Hey-Mark

Around & About the Avenues

=> Mayor-on-the-Mend Dept.: The bad news is that Hyde Park’s
Mayor-for-Life Dorothy Richter recently came down with so se-

vere a case of something called “giant cell arteritis” that she spent
eleven days in Seton Hospital; had a temperature that spiked at
105 and landed her in more than one immersion in a tub of ice;
and experienced off-the-charts levels of pain. The better news is
that, as we went to press, she was back home and feeling a bit
better. Neighbors who want to convey their encouragement and
support can send an email to <djrichter@grandecom.net>, a card
to 3901 Ave. G 78751, or a call to 452-5117. Welcome home and
Happy Holidays, Madame Mayor!

vew

= Notable Neighbor Dept.: Congrats and thanks to Sharon
Majors of 3811 Ave. G, who, as noted in HPNA Prez Elaine
Meenehan’s column in this issue, has agreed to become our Lo-

cal Historic District Chairperson. Anyone interested in helping
with this effort should contact Sharon; for as Elaine notes, Sharon
“...will need a lot of volunteers and resources to get this project go-

we

=¢ Trees, Please!: Congrats and thanks are also in order for HPNA
Beautification Committee Chair Larry Freilich and his sidekick
Lindsay Nakashima -- who, as indicated elsewhere in this issue,
have succeeded in generating a great deal of local interest and
participation in a collaboration with TreeFolks of Austin aimed

at ensuring that “tree-lined” will continue to be one of the distin-
guishing characterizations of Hyde Park. Lindsay has asked us to
remind tree-adoptive neighbors that new trees should be watered
once a week, @15 gallons on low pressure for @15 minutes, for the
next two years. For more info on tree-tending tips, call 443-LEAFE.
The arboreal payoff will be immense, and beautiful!

A

«> No-Longer-Neighbor Dept.: We are saddened to report that
Hervey Lazenby, justly famed as the oldest living alum of the UT
marching band and a resident of Hyde Park since well before who-
knows-when, has recently relocated from his long-time home at
42nd and Ave. C to the Barton Hills Assisted Living Center. We
doubt we are alone in missing Hervey, and encourage neighbors
who are so inclined to send him their fond regards c/o the Center

at 1606 Nash Ave. 78704, 441-6000.

¢ Sidewalks Dept.: HPNA Sidewalk Committee Chair Rob
Clinchard reports that his committee is in the process of putting
together a layout for the first phase of sidewalk construction in the
neighborhood. Please contact Rob <robsold@texas.net> if you are
interested in having a sidewalk constructed along your property.
Every interested property owner must be willing to share in the
cost (approximately 30%), with the remainder of the cost to be
picked up by the city and the HPNA.

Continued on page 14
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VISA/ MC / AMEX 3512 Guadalupe
459-9917 Austin, Tx,
8-6 M-F 78705

City Plumbing Company
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
453-1115
Sewer and Water Heater Replacement
Slab Leaks ¢ Gas Leaks

Sewer and Drain Cleaning Service
Repairs ¢ Re-pipes ® Remodels

ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

JOHN O. SCOTT
ATTORNEY AT LAW, PL.L.C.

(A Professional Limited Liability Company)

4801 CASWELL AVENUE TELE: (512) 458-8414
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78751 FACSIMILE: (512) 458-8414

E-MAIL: JSCOTT_ATTY@GRANDECOM.NET
MEMBER, COLLEGE OF THE STATE BAR OF TEXAS

Practice consists of Elder Law, Estate Planning, Wills, Trusts,
Probate, Asset Protection, Federal Income Tax Law, Tax Disputes
and Tax Litigation, Business Law including Choice of Entities,
Partnerships, Limited Liability Companies, and Corporations.

Not Certified By the Texas Board of Legal Specialization
SERVING TEXANS SINCE 1973

Let us be Your
Home For

-?:—1*1'|‘.1| PARK

ChrlStmaS' °t Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors.

December 17
6pm Christmas Cantata and Children’s Pageant
*rehearsals every Sunday at 10am
December 24
11am The Friendly Beasts
*Join us after worship for a special Birthday Party for
Baby Jesus. Kids can enjoy a hot dog lunch and decorate
cookies to celebrate!

6pm Traditional Candlelight
Worship w/ Holy Communion

4001 Speedway
Austin, Texas 78751
Office: (512) 453-4206
Fax: (512)453-4683
www.hydeparkmethodist.org

Eat in. Take Away.

VOTED "BEST TAKE QUT”
BY
THE AUSTIN CHRONICLE

Asian favorites.
Close to home.

Hancock Center
1000 E 41st St
Austin, TX 78751
512.382.3860

peiwei.com

E 43rd St

\ E 41st St
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There’s No Place
Like Mother’s

Located in the historic Hyde Park neighborhood, Mother's Cafe ¢
and Garden is a unique dining environment. Choose from i
our wide variety of healthful entrees and settle
back to enjoy the plant-filled garden and a
restaurant that truly cares about you.
Lunch, dinner, or weekend brunch —
You'll feel at home at Mother's

LR 4215 Duval

MOTHERS
cﬂc&gatrli}cn
LY

451-3994
VISA&MC

Jim-Dandy Service

"More than just handy"

763-1007

DEPENDABLE ¢ FAST « GUARANTEED
Free Estimates Senior Citizen Discounts
ALL TYPES OF REPAIR

Kitchen and Bath Upgrade!
Yard Projects Appliance Repair
Drain and Sewer Cleaning
Plumbing and Electrical
Remodeling Roof Repair
Power Washing Painting, etc.

NO JOB TOO SMALL!

Jim Cardwell Master
Jim-Dandy, Inc. Handyman

“Where Families
Grow Toge’cher”

9:15 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship

Hyde Park Christian Church

(Disciples of Christ)
610 East 45™ Street
(512) 452-2596

www.hydeparkcc.org

Youth Groups
1-12 Grades, meet on Sunday evenings.
We will meet from 5:00 p.m. — 7:00 p.m.

<«

Lettens %5/2£.

TreeFolks Growing Roots
Dear Neighbors,

Hello, just wanted to update everyone on the status of new trees.
The folks at TreeFolks of Austin estimate Hyde Park has received
916 new trees (416 small trees and 500 large trees). All of them
have been delivered. This year they didn't have yaupon holly trees,
so if someone chose yaupon holly they received a mountain laurel
with an explanation. In April of 2007 the treefolks will contact

by card all of those who didn’t respond for a free tree so that they
may have a second chance. Folks with questions can all 443-LEAF,
and those with new trees should be reminded to water them once
a week 15 to 20 gallons (low pressure on hose for 15 minutes) for
the next two years.

The treefolks at TreeFolks were really impressed with how many
neighbors responded to their program!

Have a great New Year,

— Lindsay Nakashima,
HPNA Beautification
Committee

BLUE MOON

Glassworks

CLASSES™ and SUPPLIES for
Stained Glass, Glass Fusing,
Glass Beadmaking and
Precious Metal Clay
CUSTOM STAINED GLASS

Unique GIFTS Handmade
by Local Artists
ON-SITE REPAIR

ime and Evening Classes Now Forming

NEW LOCATION Now Open At
108 WEST 43rd STREET

(43rd & Speedway, Celebrations Old Location)
380-0770 www.austinbluemoon.com
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flyde Park Docts <

One Christmas

We gathered, not at Mom’s house, her residence
a small room with attendant caregivers

and other safety features,

We gathered in my sister’s living room,

with Dad’s table and books, Mom’s piano

and other treasures, pulled back to Texas

by promises of one more Christmas with Mom.

We drank and sang, joked, shared gifts
and, as if divinely inspired, Mom said:

I want to play a song.

We thought she’d forgotten how, her last
effort one of blank frustration,

her body bent, fingers curved

not in the elegant piano-lesson curl

but knotted joints, her mind in

an elderly state of disconnect.

Still no one would deny her.

Mom, in her red blouse and rhinestone,
wreath pin, sat on the long bench,
opened the carols book and played.
Silent Night, Holy Night.

Weeping, we sang along to that angelic
gift of her music, my nephew at my side:
It’s a miracle.

No one would deny.

— Nancy Taylor Day
November 4, 2006

NOW is a great time for a
positive, healthy beginning!
Upgrade your current workout or
start fresh. Strong bodies don't just
look good. Improve your glucose
and cholesterol levels, reduce blood
pressure, and boost metabolism.

Let's get started NOW,

KIRBY'S

KIRBY SAMS, cscs
512.452.6533

kds.riptorn@juno.com

Hyde Park Gym

4121 Guadalupe Street m
Austin Tx 78751

AUSTIN

PROFESSIONAL ESTATE SALES

Professional Full-Service and Compassionate Estate Sale Service
We Specialize in Asset Liquidation Sales and more.
Competitive Rates, Reliable Service, Fast Turnaround
References available!
Relocation = Estate Liquidation = Divorce
Redecorating = Business Closing = Downsizing
Busy Schedules = New Baby = Yard Sales

Let us be there for you,
Austin Great Estates
589.4301

F,

/
» /
—

austingreatestates.com

P
1] =
‘r‘! 5
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GROCERY - MARKET - DELI

HYDE PARK CLARKSVILLE

408 E.43rdSt. « 512/459-8922 1221 West Lynn = 512/477-5574
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flyde Park Poets ——

Homogeneity

CRINGE—

We’re like links

chained together

by brand-name sameness,
some claim rendered

by Network TV, accents,
hair cuts, hip-hugging denims,
even our cities stamped
out, sized for coffee shops
and super, mega, discount,
one-stop marts.

LISTEN—

Beneath the Big-Box sprawl &
cookie-cutter strip malls
history murmurs.

It will not expire.

Streets whisper:

Lamar, Red River, MoPac,
Monroe and Calvert,
DuPont or Drexel,

Sutter, Judah, Figueroa.
Schools memorialize:

Lee and Lincoln,

Muir and Marshall,
Madison and Washington.

READ—

Those squiggles on the city map,
our regional DNA,

fingerprints no branding or chaining
can eradicate.

Fredricksburg, Freemont, Franklin,
Utah, Dakota, Seattle.

Say the names. They tell you

where you are and who was

here before me and you and

the Big-Box, super, mega,

discount, one-stop,

looking-all-alike marts.

— Nancy Taylor Day
November 1, 2006
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QUALITY CRAFTSMANSH I P

MAG[C SF’ACES

i | !
I |

A N HASSAW
1 HOMES

A T
‘.

_.-j"\-\x. 1 | - A

design + complete project managment (512) 452-2514 - hassawhomes.com

HybridRealtor@Stanberry.com
Hyde Park Resident & Neighborhood Realtor

Jeff Baker

ABOR, State Licensed Appraiser
4000 Duval St.
619-7421

Also check out www.jeffbakerart.biz

: 1101 S. Capital of Texas Hwy. F-100
Stanberry ) Associates [Sptgmaay

REALTORS®

Call for assistance in Buying & Selling

RESIDENTIAL or INVESTMENT PROPERTY
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KEY T MORTGAGE

Opwmting The Dioor To Yower Mot Howre

Tiffany Hentrup

25 B Capmal of Texas Hwy Scuth = Suste 210 = Austin, Tes 78746

Td, S12780, 4774 » Fax 3127322665
tiffanvhkeovi@vahoocom

VR, R T A nisnin, S

Working Handss
Consfruction

Minor to Moderate Repairs and Remodeling
Decks, Fences and Custom Woodwork
Pain-in-the-Neck Problems Solved
Friendly, Affordable, Hyde Park Based
Call Matthew Young 419-7650

Fme Propertzes Avazlable

Walk across the street to Lee Elementary! This 1954

custom family home has 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, large

living, hard-wood floors, pine-paneled kitchen, breakfast

room and study, all with original character and quality.

3313 Hampton Rd. $449,500
472-1930

Lm Team. Old Austin REALTOR»

Helping people save old Austin...
one house at a time.

THE KINNEY COMPANY

Real Estate Services
www.TheKinneyCompany.com

Around & About the Avenues

«> New Neighbor Dept.: Let’s hear
it for one Atticus Powell Gibbs,
otherwise known as “Pickle” --
who, according to Pecan Press natal
correspondent Ann Graham, made
his planetary debut on September
26th, weighing in at at 10lbs 11 oz.
Congrats to parents Rodney Gibbs
and Nancy Mims and sister Clara
of 3812 Duval, and Welcome to

Earth, Pickle!
X

¢ In and Outings: In the 12/06-1/07 issue of their Austin Sierran
newsletter, our friends at the Austin Regional Group of the Sierra
Club offered a broad and exciting menu of outings in Decem-

ber, including a San Antonio Missions Trail Hike on 12/9; their
Regional Club Holiday Party on 12/10 (more info via Sandra
Grimes, <sgrimes@grandecom.net>, 472-3774); a Holiday Lights
Hike on 12/13; and Xmas Caroling in Longhorn Caverns on 12/
16. For more info on these and other (ad)ventures, you can contact

Becky Patterson at 913-5990, <rpattersonl6@austin.rr.com>.

B

«> Happy Holidays Dept.: Finally, Peace.

Tkrist”

PLANTS « FLOWERS « CORSAGES * ARRANGEMENTS
FOR ALL OCCASIONS
1806 WEST KOENIG LANE

AUSTIN. TEXAS 78756 {2}
X 7

NANCY WHARTON (512) 451-0691
DON WHARTON 1-800-462-8426
www.ftd.com/casaverde
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| just hplped another happy famll-,r move and | can help you, too!
visit www. HowWeSellAustin.com to find out
more about how | sold this family's house in just 27 days .

PI1PPA LAMBERT
212.296.9541
PirrPA@DISTINCTLY AUSTIN.COM

Buying? | can help! I-m 7:-%‘

iyt °| dan't have very good eredit. [T never get approved for a morgage *

Fact Yaou could get approved for 1000 financing with a less than perfect credit m ﬁ"—
seare.  Austin Dishinction Realty can infroduce you lo prograrne that can halp) REVTIR WA AN

Lucien, Stirling and Gray We are an independent, Austin-based in-

Advisory Group, Inc. vestment advisoty and financial planning
firm specializing in unique, personal rela-
tionships with all of our clients.

We offer fee-based asset management and
planning setvices to people who know that
wealth 1s more than just money.

LUCIEN, STIRLING > GRAY

ADVISORYGROUP M
Located in the Historic John Rutledge House “Smart Decisions About Serions Money”
4005 Guadalupe - Austin, TX 78751
(512) 458-2517
www.lsggroup.com Celebrating 10 Years in Hyde Park!
info@lsggroup.com
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ARBORTECH
940-0705

Member of and certified by the
International Society of Arborculture

CERTIFIED
ARBORIST

-Pruning
-Storm Damage
-Removals
-Cabling

-Roof Clearing
-Native Tree Experts

Sy

Insured for your
protection

Parents’ Night Out

at Trinity United Methedist Church

Twice voted Austin Chronicle's
“Best Place to Leave the Kids™

2™ Friday of each month from 6:30 - 9:30 p.m.
$10 per child; 515 family maximum

For reservations call: 459-5835, ext. 14
B00 East 50F Street (one block east of Duval)

flyde Park Poets ——

(GGaia’s Sister

She imprinted the first foot shape
beside the river, in clay

delicate toes and arch.
Sun-baked and hardened

her form set in a permanent bowl
collecting rain water.

She knelt to drink,

night stars glowed from the bowl.
Startled, she rocked back,

stars above, stars below,
surrounded. She wept at the glory of her life

She scooped up a handful of clay,
folded, rolled, flattened,

curved it to mirror her hands

as if she were holding

the face of her child.

Laying it beside the fire, she slept.
Rock hard, the image of her hands
reached skyward,

shimmering with morning dew.
She raised her bowl, and sunlight
sparkled from it, excited by her breath.

She built a kiln, gathered long-burning wood,
and mixed her porcelain clay.

She formed a bowl,

its inside glazed indigo from a night sky
known long before her birth.

When she held the bowl, adorned with beads,
she saw the visions from a million quests,
glory and enlightenment, she heard the whisper
of a million potters’ hands smoothing,

rolling, folding, impressing clay

with feet and hands and hearts.

— Nancy Taylor Day
September 2003

PETE REED

Hyde Park Handyman
Big or Small, We Do it All

Free Estimates

20 Years Experience (512) 736-6539
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THE GRIFFIN SCHOOL

AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE PREP HIGH SCHOOL
with a creative and individualized learning environment.
We help students find their unique voice.

Core Curriculum
includes Latin,

Community Involvement,
& Fundamentals of Art

Alumni attending:
CA College of Arts

w4 Evergreen University
Guilford College

Hyde Park
Presbyterian Church

Christmas Eve
Service - 6:00 PM

Second Sunday
Lunch - Dec 10
11:30 AM

454.5797 . 710 East 41st Street . Hyde Park, Austin . www.griffinschool.org

Residential Remodeling

From Additions to Repairs
Space available for small group meetings

uali or ; .
Quality Work Sunday Worship 10:30 am
3913 Avenue B 459-7747

Member, Green Builders — Child Care Provided —

hydepark@austin360.com
Joe Zakes www.hydeparkpresbyterianaustin.org

CONSTRU CTICN 445-4470 A country church in the city center.

a Hyde
.-M.H

*C pTHERIVE HolDER PRATHER

REALTOR®

BUYING OR SELLING -

YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS
ARE MY FIRST CONCERN.

297-8150
m feel free to call me,

even if just to ask questions

www.moreland.com
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oin us Thursdays

from 9 to 10 am,

and hear all about
our unique approach
to learning. Coffees are
held in the former
Perry Mansion.

4100 Red River, Austin 78751 = 451-1044 « www.samschool.org

flyde Park Poets ——

Window Cleaning

" Woman Owned
& Operated

Commercial
¢ & Residential

AFFORDABLE
Fully Insured

o I

444-1954

www.gwyndows.com

= ‘\t __,-

Christmas Day,
Middle of My Life

Back in my room at my mother’s writing,
no job, no money, one of my many retreats
from the world to get my head back, try to
decide where I was going with my life.

I couldn’t buy presents but everyone got

me something and tried to draw me into the
celebration, not really knowing what I

was doing there anymore than I did. My
sister and her family across the yard

had me over for Christmas dinner and there
were presents for me under the tree and
that’s the way it was: Albert’s just

Albert, he writes, maybe that’s why he

can’t hold it together. But that’s how it

is: Albert’s just Albert. And Albert

wishing that he could tell them more than
but he didn’t know himself, this

middleaged misfit that went out into the
world came back defeated, hid in his

room and wrote until he got the courage

to venture out again, invariably in the
wrong direction. What can anyone do?

They tried to be kind and not ask too many
questions, give too much advice, especially
on this day, this day when a baby was

born, soon to be king of the misfits, the
champion of everyone sick and lost and
lonely and not knowing what to do but at
this time just a baby, warm against his
mother’s breast. I envied him. I envied
those around me who knew what to do and
had the money to buy presents and knew how to
say the right things. And retreated as

soon as possible to my room, that fortress,
to lie on my bed staring up at the ceiling,
thinking about that baby and what he would
grow up to while carols floated into my
room and around my head from the TV in
the livingroom, thinking that there ought
to be a special place for people like me

to go where they wouldn’t see any of the
pageantry or hear any of the carols and
where there would be nothing to remind them
of what a mess their lives were and no one
that they had to talk to or try to explain
how they got be where they were, a place
where they could just sit and not think
about any of it, just sit there in the

silence and be warm.

— Albert Huffstickler
December 24, 1997
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HybridRealtor@Stanberry.com

wilh Hyde Park Resident & Neighborhood REALTOR®

Address: 605 East 43rd Street m

Price: $339,000

Charming Bungalow remodel in the heart of Hyde Park. Fully updated
kitchen and bath, new roof, siding & exterior paint, 2 bedrooms, 1 bath with a
recently added large family room. A classic look with a sophisticated interior.

Address: 3916 Avenue H CONTRACT PENDING

Listed For: $1,130,000

Magnificent estate on 100’ X 124’ lot in the heart of Hyde Park. Outstanding
Arts and Crafts detailing on this recent construction of over 4,000 SF. The
highest standards of craftsmanship, in-ground pool, and a separate guest
house.

Address: 1520 West 29th m B

Listed For: $535,000

Gracious Bryker Woods Home. 75 X 93 Corner lot. Stylishly remodeled, with
private gardens, and a fully fenced yard. Hardwood flooring, period detailing,
and a four bedroom configuration. An amazing family home.

Address: 3214 Lafayette Ave. m

Listed For: $349,000

Tastefully restored 3/1.5 with separate home office/studio & additional 290 sq.
ft. screened living area. Original charm with modern accents. Open floorplan,
custom lighting & hardware. Hardwoods. Designer’s colors. Fabulous yard.

Address: 4212 Avenue D m !

Listed For: $369,000

Classic Arts and Crafts house on one of the best blocks in Hyde Park. 3Bed/
2Bath with additional living/study off master bedroom. Large traditional
front porch, 2 Car Garage, fabulous long leaf pine floors, period detailing and
accents. Great family floorplan.

Address: 5305 Avenue H
Price: $299,000 : il Tk
Fabulous fully restored bungalow on Avenue H. Charming 3Bed/2Bath with ’ J B I i i T".‘I. T

a great designer color scheme, hardwoods, and fully updated kitchen and
baths. Family home with a large yard and professional landscaping.

Jeff Baker 619-7421 Stanberrye? Associates

ABOR, REALTOR®, Former State Licensed Appraiser REALTORS®
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HYDE PARK HOMES GALLERY

B,

808 Keasbey Street
2BR, 1BA, 1Liv, adorable
updated 1935 cottage on quiet
street with wood floors.

$285,000

nmli

313 West 41° Street
Ancira Apartments, 8 efficiency
units, ideal income producing

investment.
$599,000
o = =
f_._.::lfr_t _____
=
i =l
= 1- [] ,:I:I

4406 Avenue D
2BR, 1BA, classic 1935 Hyde
Park bungalow, pine floors,
large screened porch.
$289,000

4002 Avenue C
3BR, 2BA, 1Liv, Hyde Park
Victorian with 2BR apartment
rented for $1100/month.
Listed at $499,000

4511 Avenue F

3BR, 3BA, 3Liv, 1Din. To-be-
built by Emrobrai Homes.
+2709 sq. ft. per builder plans.

$675,000

T w

513 East 49" Street

4BR, 3.5 BA, 3Liv plus 2BR
apartment, Craftsman-style,

October completion.
$879,000

Your Hyde Park Real Estate Expert

Call Suzanne today for a free market analysis on your home
or investment property. Over 13 years experience marketing

AvenueOne
Properties

YOU
ARE

and selling Hyde Park!

LOVE

Suzanne Pringle
REALTOR?®, Broker

Office 531.3127
Mobile 217.1047
pringle@aveone.com
www.aveone.com




