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2008 Hyde Park Holiday Party
Finds New Home on Speedway
Maybe you celebrate Christmas 

for the birth of Jesus or Hanuk-
kah for the rededication of the 
Temple or Kwanzaa for family, 
community and culture, or per-
haps you just enjoy gathering 
with friends and neighbors on 
winter nights to anticipate lon-
ger days and shorter nights as 
the ancients did at solar festi-
vals. No matter the reason, come 
to HPNA’s annual Hyde Park 
Holidays Party, Friday, Decem-
ber 19th at 6:00 p.m.   Children 
are welcome until 7:30.

 
Yule Benefit 
the Helping 
Hand Home!

This year’s gathering is at 4201 
Speedway, the lovely home of Rich 
MacKinnon and John Rebok.. Rich 
and John as well as the HPNA offi-
cers and homeowners are looking 
forward to celebrating the holiday 
and spending time with our neigh-
bors.  HPNA is providing food 
and drink catered by our neigh-
bor and friend, Greg Bontempo of 
NeWorlDeli. Bring your favorite 
dessert to provide that extra sweet-
ness to the evening.

Gifts are also an important 
part the winter celebrations. Lin-
da Pennington is leading an effort 
to support the boys and girls at the 
Helping Hand Home in Hyde Park, 
at Avenue B and 38th St.  Founded 
in 1893, the Home offers residen-
tial services and therapeutic foster 
care for abandoned, abused, and 
neglected children. Please bring a 
gift-wrapped item for the children. 

Write on the outside of the pack-
age what is hidden inside to help 
the staff at the Home sort the gifts. 
Let’s ensure the children receive ev-
ery thing that is on their wish list. 
The list includes the following:  
KIDZ Bop Cd’s, Personal compact 
disc players, Radios (boomboxes), 
Headphones, Nintendo DS, Game 
Boy, Video games for (Nintendo Ds, 
Game Boy and Play Station), Action 
figures, Matchbox cars, Head-
phones, Current children’s movies 
(DVD preferably)

The staff also appreciates cards 
to stores similar to Target or Wal-
Mart to purchase items the children 
need. Linda will ensure the gifts are 
delivered to the Home in time for 
their celebration.

Please let me know if you need 
additional information.
—  Deaton Bednar, HPNA Social Chair 

<deatonbednar@grandecom.net>

A Modest Proposal: 
Phasing Out Leaf 
Blowers in Hyde Park?

Much work has gone into mak-
ing Hyde Park a protected 

historic neighborhood. Among 
the proposed design standards are 
front porches. “Porches are an inte-
gral part of the character of Hyde 
Park. Front porches are encour-
aged for single family residences 
and duplexes.”

But enjoying a front porch is 
impossible if your neighbor is op-
erating a leaf blower. Many times 
I’ve been conversing with a friend 
or reading on my front porch when 
the leaf blowers next door fired up. 
Further conversation, as well as 
any enjoyment of birdsong, wind 
in the trees, wind chimes and so 
forth are then obliterated for the 
next half hour or more by the roar 
of these unnecessary polluters. If 
I’m inside working in my home 
office, all creative work comes to 
a halt. Even with the windows 
closed it is too noisy to use the tele-
phone. I put in earplugs and do 
chores.

The Meeting is 
a Party and

	 the Party is  
	 the Meeting!

When: 
Friday, December 19 
6:00 PM (children ‘till 7:30)

Where: 
MacKinnon/Rebok Home 
at 4201 Speedway
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Hyde Park Neighborhood Association
P. O Box 49427 • Austin, TX 78765

http://www.austinhydepark.org

— HPNA Officers/Steering Committee —
President  
• David Conner• daypaycon@yahoo.com   ............................ 627-0813
Vice President 
 • Michelle Paris-White • michelle.pariswhite@gmail.com...................
Co-Secretaries • John Williams • jawilli@grandecom.net....................
• 	 ................................................VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Co-Treasurers •  Carol Jackson • caroljackson@austin.rr.com   
I Jay Aarons • ijaarons@aol.com  •  PO Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765
Additional Steering Committee Members: • Dorothy Richter • 
Stan Kozinzky • John Moore • Cynthia Lyons • Wanda Penn • Elaine 
Meenehan • Mark Fishman

HPNA Committee/Task Forces (w/chairs)
AISD • Ann S. Graham, 3815 Ave H..............................................458-8096
Alley Coordinator • Carol Burton, skywash@austin.rr.com........................
Austin Neighborhoods Council Rep. • Lisa Harris, ljharrisus@yahoo.com
Beautification 	..................................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Children’s Programs • ....................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Church/Neighborhood Liaison • Niyata Spelman, 3802 Ave. F.	459-8349
Communications/Web • Robin Silberling, robin@wcook.org......452-1783
Crime & Safety • Carol Welder, 4101 Ave F, cjwelder@msn.com....459-6205
Development Review  
Catherine Moore • chmoore@austin.rr.com ..................................569-1047
Finance • Nick Van Bavel, nvb123@yahoo.com..........................................
Graffiti Patrol  .................................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
Homes Tour • Barbara Gibson • bg@ghrdlaw.com......................................
Membership • Jim & Eileen Genevro, jgenevro@earthlink.net....401-3803
Neighborhood Planning • Karen McGraw, 4315 Ave. C .............459-2261
Local Historic District • Lorre Weidlich, lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com	
Shipe Park • 	 Mark Fishman, m.fishman@yahoo.com................656-5505
Sidewalks • Andrew Shea, shea.andrew@gmail.com...................................
Social • Deaton Bednar, deatonbednar@grandecom.net...............................
Tree Preservation • JP Moore, johnpaulmoore@austin.rr.com ....789-7025
Triangle Development • Cathy Echols, 4002 Ave. C....................206-0729
Zoning • Dorothy Richter, 3901 Ave. G.........................................452-5117

Pecan Press
The Pecan Press is published monthly

by the Hyde Park Neighborhood Association in Austin, Texas.
Note: Each month’s ad and editorial deadline is 

the 15th of month preceding publication.

Editor
Grant Thomas 450-0464 <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>

Associate Editor
Sarah Sitton 459-4530 207 E. 39th St.

Poetry Editor
Nancy Taylor Day 892-0127 <nancy@creativitymoms.com>  

4001 Duval (Salon) 78751

Crime & Safety Chairman 
Carol Welder <cjwelder@msn.com>

Production Manager/Advertising Director
Robert M. Farr 731-0617 <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>

Mail Ad Payments to:  
Carol Jackson. P.O. Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765

Mail Ad Artwork to:
Robert M. Farr <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>
7500 Chelmsford Dr. Austin,TX 78736

Distribution Coordinator
Rimas Remeza • 4105 Ave. F • 371-3158 

 <uimas.remeza@yahoo.com>

Area Coordinators
North of 45th/West of Duval • Pam Dozler......................... 458-8927
North of 45th/East of Duval • Jay Gerard & Carrie Laughlin 	371-1546
South of 45th/West of Speedway • Robert Morris & Kathryn Kotrla...	
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South of 45th/East of Speedway • Martha Campbell.......... 452-2815

Contributors
Glen Alyn, Candy Gray Becker, Cynthia Beeman, Laurence Becker, Deaton 
Bednar, Mary Collins Blackmon, George Bristol, Chris Brown, Sharon 
Brown, Lewis Brownlow, Kathryn Bryn, Mark Burkhardt, Amon Burton, 
Martha Campbell, Inga Marie Carmel, Josephine Casey, Nicole Caspers, 
Kitty Clark, Carol Cohen Burton, William Cook, Susan Crites Krumm, 
Celeste Cromack, Rob D’Amico, Herb Dickson, Avis Davis, Don Davis, 
Pam Dozler, Russell Duke, Cathy Echols, Carla Feldpausch Siegle, Merle 
Franke, Gregory Free, Larry Freilich, Eugene George, Mary Carolyn 
George, Larry Gilg, Susan Gilg, Ann S. Graham, Carolyn E. Grimes, 
Rachel Hector, Ben Heimsath, Albert Huffstickler, Liz Jones, Barbara 
Kelly, John Kerr, Susan Kerr, Bo Kersey, Susan Kirk, Mike Kintner, Dennis 
Lensing, Karen McGraw, Sharon Majors, Jason Mann, Libby Malone, 
Alan Marburger, Peter Maxson, Brook Meggs, Elaine Meenehan, Fred 
Meredith, Susan Moffat, John Paul Moore, Jack Nokes, Jill Nokes, Wren 
Nokes Willeford, Wanda Penn, Cecil Pennington, Peter Pfeiffer, Dorothy 
Richter, Walter Richter, Kristen De La Rosa, Steve Sadowsky, Mary Lou 
Serafine, Sheree Scarborough, Jaime Shimkus, Cathy Short, Sarah Sitton, 
Thad Sitton, Clay Smith, Niyianta Spelman, Jenna Stephens, Julie Strong, 
Kathleen Strong, Debbie Trammell, Rollo Treadway, Lao Tzu, Jennifer 
Vickers, Katie Vignery, Sandra Villalaz-Dickson, Lorre Weidlich, Hanna 
Wiseman Jacobs, Joe Wiseman.

From the President’s Desk:

The student followed up lat-
er with a phone call and asked me 
why is a local historic district so 
important to the neighborhood 
since it is already a National Reg-
ister District (NRD). Prior to her 
phone call, I read in a newsletter 
that 18 historic district blocks in 
New Orleans may be razed so that 
a university medical center can ex-
pand. This university (my Alma 
Mater!) has desired to expand as 
long as I can remember; however, 
it was an uphill battle with the ho-
meowners and city officials due to 
the area being historic. Before and 
even after Katrina, this residential 
area of bungalows and large Victo-
rians was thought to be protected 
because of its historic housing 
stock and being in a NRD. 

At present, the university is 
moving forward with plans for 
a new medical complex along-
side a new facility with the city’s 
blessing. The plans for new con-
struction call for the demolition 
of some 200 historic homes and 
buildings in 25 blocks of an adja-
cent NRD. In addition to providing 
homes for hundreds of people, 
the Mid-City neighborhood is also 
the location of several significant, 
historically important buildings 
dating back to 1879. 

So, getting back to the stu-
dent’s question, what is a benefit of 
a local historic district? Since there 
are many answers to the question, 
I simply answered by comparing a 
local historic district zoning ordi-
nance to an insurance policy that 

In our November HPNA gen-
eral meeting, we had a journalism 
student from the University of 
Texas observe the meeting’s activ-
ities. She was preparing a thesis 
on neighborhood association par-
ticipation and voting. One of the 
primary discussion topics of the 
meeting was the Local Historic 
District project and the neigh-
borhood voted on a budget for a 
preservation consultant.

will protect the neighborhood from 
outside, well-funded forces who 
think there are “better “ uses for 
the property. I hope you agree with 
this analogy and the answer I gave 
her.

I hope everyone has a nice 
Thanksgiving and look forward for 
the HPNA Holiday Party. And, as a 
reminder, please do not drink and 
drive!

Happy Holidays, Lessons from New Orleans

Hello, I want to thank everyone for the successful Fire Station Festival! I am looking 
forward in meeting many of you in the upcoming HPNA general meetings. If you are 

not a member of the HPNA, please attend and sign up at the next meeting!

—	 David Conner 
HPNA President 
<daypaycon@yahoo.com>
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Send in your articles, letters, and photos (but not your 
poetry*) by the 15th of each month to:

	 Editor, Pecan Press
	 4106 Avenue F
	 Austin, TX 78751
	 <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>

*Send your poems to: 
	 Nancy Taylor Day
	 4001 Duval
	 Austin 78751
	 <nancy@creativitymoms.com>

We Welcome Your Submissions to Pecan Press

Note: The Pecan Press will not publish unsigned/unattributed poetry. All poems (even if written under a pen 
name) must carry a name and address or phone number for identification and verification purposes.

Please enclose a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope for return of your 
materials.

HPNA Membership Info

All memberships expire on September 30th 
of each year. 

�
Membership in HPNA is open to all 
residents aged 18 years or older who reside 
within the boundaries of Hyde Park or 
within 300 feet of the designated 
boundaries.  

�
New members, and members who lapse in 
dues for over six months, are eligible to 
vote at HPNA meetings 30 days after 
receipt of dues.

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association Enrollment         2008-09 Membership

Name  ______________________________________________ Phone ___________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________                                                                                

   I wish to be notified via email of HPNA meetings and events.

Email ____________________________________________________

Dues (per person)

  Standard - $5/year       Senior Citizen- $1/year

  New Member       Renewing Member

Payment:    Check        Cash  Date ____________

All memberships expire on September 30th of each year.  

Bring to an HPNA 
meeting, or send to: 

HPNA Membership
P.O. Box 49427
Austin, Texas  78765

Make checks payable to HPNA.   

Why, when my neighbors are so environmental-
ly conscious, would they assault the environment and 
the people who live close to them in this singularly 
offensive way? Partly it is lack of awareness. As Al-
exander Solzhenitsyn wrote, “How can you expect a 
man who is warm to understand a man who is cold?” 
How can you expect someone tucked away in a qui-
et office somewhere to understand the discomfort of 
someone assaulted by the leaf blowers back home? Of 
the 11 houses on our block, 6 have at least one person 
at home during the day. There’s really no time that’s a 
good time for leaf blowers.

The Washington Post noted, “When you think 
about it, the leaf blower forms an uncanny reflection 
of the fault lines in modern American society: It’s a 
machine reviled by leftward-thinking intellectuals 
and beloved by red-blooded, horsepower junkies. It 
is an essential work mate of the laboring immigrant 
classes.” In fact, it’s reviled by many conservatives as 
well, especially those who are committed to conserva-
tion.

Although we think of Austin and Hyde Park as 
enlightened citizens, we are far behind California. 
More than 20 beautiful California cities have banned 
gas-powered leaf blowers entirely for over a decade. 
Among them: Santa Barbara, Palo Alto, Malibu, Santa 
Monica, Laguna Beach, Beverly Hills, Menlo Park and 
Berkeley. And the bans are being enforced. Even huge 
Los Angeles bans gas-powered leaf blowers within 

500 feet of a residence. Think how nice that would be 
in Austin.

And it’s not just California. Other cities include 
Aspen, Colorado and Vancouver, British Columbia, 
and a slew of cities in New York and Massachusetts. 

Why can’t we do that here? Only a few years ago 
in Austin to visit restaurants, bars and clubs meant 
emerging smelling like a smoked ham. We were told 
that the music scene would disappear if smoking 
were prohibited. But now smoking is banned and the 
music scene flourishes. We’ve even starting picking 
up after our pooches. We can take control over pollut-
ants.

Why couldn’t Hyde Park take the lead among 
Austin neighborhoods, simply agreeing among our-
selves to use only yard care contractors who don’t use 
leaf blowers? I’m compiling a list of such contractors. 
If you know of one, please let me know (JFKerr@ya-
hoo.com, or 451-3931). So many of us have worked 
long and hard to restore Hyde Park’s charm, why let a 
few “horsepower junkies” ruin it for all of us?

— John F. Kerr
(John is a long-time resident on Avenue F, and a former HPNA President.)

A Modest Proposal Concerning Leaf Blowers...­
­										          …cont’d from page 1
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Hyde Park Presbyterian Church
3913 Ave B  • 459-7747

www.hydeparkpresbyterianaustin.org

Sunday Worship service 10:30 AM
Nursery Available

Minutes of the November 
2008 HPNA General Meeting
The meeting was called to order at 7 pm by newly-

elected HPNA President David Conner. First on 
the agenda was an update on the status of the Local 
Historic District (LHD) committee progress, given by 
Lorre Weidlich. Lorre said that the design standards 
document was almost complete, and that the next 
step was to hire a consultant. Currently the LHD is 
gathering bids from consultants. A motion was made 
by Lorre Weidlich to have an HPNA budget amend-
ment to allocate $20,000 for the LHD, towards the cost 
of hiring a consultant. Mark Fishman seconded the 
motion. The motion passed with a unanimous vote of 
21 for and none against. Wanda Penn made another 
motion to have the HPNA agree to allocate $20,000 to-
wards the cost of hiring a consultant for the formation 
of the LHD in the Hyde Park neighborhood, south of 
45th St, regardless of whether the moneys are actual-
ly spent in the 2008 or 2009 budget years. This motion 
was made to clear up any confusion on which budget 
year (2008 or 2009) the $20,000 would be used to-
wards the consultant fee, since we are close to the end 
of the year. Carolyn Grimes seconded the motion. The 
motion passed with a unanimous vote of 21 for and 
none against.

Next, Mary Carolyn George presented with sto-
ryboards some examples of homes here in Hyde 
Park that at one time were scheduled for demolition, 
but were now great examples of beautiful, historic 
homes in the neighborhood. Some examples included 
the Woodburn House, the Adams House, and the Oli-
phant House, as well as several others.

Finally, Karen McGraw discussed the land for sale 
at the south end of the Triangle development on 45th 
St. A group of potential buyers approached Karen 
to discuss their plans. Karen will schedule a meet-
ing soon. She encourages other HPNA members to 
get involved to help follow this more closely. Those 
interested will meet with the future buyers and de-
velopers, so that the HPNA would have a voice in the 
discussions. Anyone interested can contact Karen Mc-
Graw.

With no further business to discuss, the meeting 
was adjourned.

—	 John A. Williams, Co-Secretary 
<jawilli@grandecom.net>

(Editor’s Note: Due to job-related scheduling con-
flicts, Kristen Remeza has had to retract her kind 
offer to serve as HPNA Co-secretary. Consequent-
ly, John is looking for a volunteer to alternate with 
him in attending and keeping minutes of monthly 
HPNA meetings. If you have the desire and ability 
to serve as John’s Co-Secretary, please contact him 
at jawilli@grandecom.net. Thanks!)
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***Distress Sales***
Bank Foreclosures  FREE list of Bank-

owned Properties, Motivated sellers

Receive a FREE LIST
www.HydeParkFixerUppers.Info

Joe Zakes

Residential Remodeling
From Additions to Repairs

apcaustin.com

LANIER PLUMBING
Don’t	fuss,	call	us!	

Complete Repair Service
• Hot Water Heaters
• New Installations
• Gas Inspections
• Remodels
• Slab Leaks

Family Owned and Serving Austin since 1931

2300 Pasadena Dr., Austin, Texas 78757

450-1673

Winner
2007

Best of
Austin

“Best 
eggrolls

and
hot&sour
soup in
Austin”

— Dale Rice
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Hyde Park Handyman
Big or Small, We Do it All

PETE REED

20 Years Experience
Free Estimates
(512) 736-6539

Crime Report
             by Carol Welder

I want to wish you all a very Happy Holiday sea-
son and remind you that criminals are looking for 

opportunities, especially during this time. Please be 
mindful of keeping your belongings out of sight in 
your cars and keep your doors and windows locked.

There have been several reports of bicycles stolen 
lately out of yards, garages and even from a balcony. 
No place appears to be out of reach of someone who 
is determined to steal. Remember to report all crime, 
no matter how insignificant it might seem. Call 311 if 
the crime has already happened and 911 if the crime 
is in progress. Tire slashings and punctures have also 
been occurring again lately. If any neighbors are night 
owls or early birds, please keep a watch out for some-
one who might be doing this. It’s been going on for 
many years and seems to come in waves throughout 
the neighborhood. Officer Kelly LaHood reports that 
a new police policy involving sirens has now started. 
In the past, sirens were turned on only in emergency 
situations, but are now being used anytime the police 
are going to an incident. So, please be alert.

In October, neighbors gathered at Shipe Park to 
celebrate National Night Out. We enjoyed pizza and 
sandwiches and heard a presentation from Cothron’s 
Security. If you missed that event and are interested in 
knowing more about safety door locks or child securi-
ty measures, please contact Chris Smith at 472-7844.

Neighborhood Watch programs are only success-
ful if we all do our part. Get to know your neighbors 
and follow your instinct if something appears sus-
picious. On another note, I do believe that our new 
recycling bins will help hide containers which may 
send a signal of a new purchase. Break down your 
boxes and put them in the bin and not on the curb, 
especially those gift boxes from Christmas. Unfor-
tunately, the new containers are not keeping people 
from going through them. As I was walking home 
from the gym today I saw a man going through a re-
cycle bin pulling out the cans. I told him that it was 
illegal for him to be doing that. He just looked at me 
and went on down the alley. If the recycling program 
is not profitable for the city, they may discontinue it 
someday. Please wait until your pickup day to put 
your garbage and recycling containers on the curb or 
in the alley. We do not want to encourage people go-
ing through our trash by giving them the opportunity 
to do so. Stay safe.

—	 Carol Welder, Chair, HPNA Crime & Safety  
Committee, <cjwelder@msn.com> 459-6205
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Hyde Park Playwright 
Debuts New Work
Michael Mitchell, an Austin playwright who lives 

in Hyde Park, has a new play running through 
December 14 at Salvage Vanguard Theatre at 2803 
Manor Road. Still Fountains is a diptych of two one-
acts, Highway Home and Them. It is directed by Obie 
Award winner, Katie Pearl. The cast includes Douglas 
Taylor, a long time resident of Hyde Park, Jude Hick-
ey, who has been featured in numerous plays at Hyde 
Park Theatre, Gina Houston, and Garry Peters.

Michael Mitchell has lived on Avenue G for a little 
more than 2 years as he finished courses in UT’s play-
writing program. He continues to live in Hyde Park 
and write. This is his first full production of his work. 
Still Fountains is two short plays about people trapped 
in the circular logic of that place between family and 
self. What happens when desire, love, homophobia, 
religion, racism and politics intertwine with a deep 
longing for home?

All ticket sales benefit The Lance Armstrong 
Foundation and Austin’s Fusebox Festival. Tickets are 
available at frontgatetickets.com or 888.512.SHOW. (A 
note to parents: It includes mature subject matter and 
language.) 

—	 Michael Mitchell 
<mmitchell6@austin.rr.com>

ADMIT:   YOU!
To: 

Hyde Park NA’s  Holiday Party
When: 

Friday, December 19 at 6:00 p.m.
Where: 

The home of Rich MacKinnon and  
John Rebok at 4201 Speedway
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PremierRP Realty
Your neighborhood REALTOR
Sales • Investments • Property Management

PremierRP RG
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W. 34th St.

Like Hyde Park,
we are one of a kind.

3401 Guadalupe St.
512.479.9922

www.PRaustin.com Call to
day fo

r a
 FREE

broker’s 
analysis 

& 

consulta
tio
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IN THE MIDDLE
of a major life change

WITHOUT HEALTH INSURANCE?
If you’re between jobs, in school, or starting your own business, 

don’t sweat it. I have plans from Assurant Health designed 
with your needs in mind. To find out more about short term, 

student or individual medical coverage, call me today.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company • Bloomington, IL • statefarm.com®

See a local State Farm agent for more 
details on coverage, costs, restrictions, 
and renewability. Assurant Health 
products are underwritten and issued 
by Time Insurance Company, 
Milwaukee, WI, which is financially 
responsible for these products.  No 
member of the State Farm family of 
companies is financially responsible 
for these products. Assurant, Assurant 
Health and Time Insurance Company 
are not affiliates of State Farm.

P064001 02/06

Steve Vinklarek, Agent
3700 N IH 35
Austin, TX 78705
Bus: 512-452-0214
www.steveinsures.com
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Tai Chi
Hyde Park
Allandale
Far West
Enfield
S. Lamar
Will Cannon

AustinTaiChi.com 916-8919

 

 


   



4520 Burnet Rd 

www.artpadstudio.com 
512.323.0802 

December Update: Local 
Historic District Corner

(Writer’s note: This column will appear regularly 
while the Local Historic District project is underway. 
If you have any questions or concerns about local his-
toric districts that you would like addressed, please 
get in touch: lweidich@mail2sevenseas.com or 300-
2228.)

As the end of the year approaches, the Steering 
Committee and the Local Historic District team 

are gearing up for the major effort that awaits us dur-
ing 2009. From this point forward, the neighborhood 
won’t be working alone. The City of Austin ordinance 
that provides for local historic districts specifies that 
the determination of which structures are contribut-
ing and which are not must be made by a “person 
who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s professional 
standards for expertise in history or architectural his-
tory as described in Code of Federal Regulations Title 
36, Chapter I, Part 61 (Procedures for State, Tribal, and 
Local Government Historic Preservation Programs).”  
In other words, we need to hire a historic preservation 
professional.

Three companies — Preservation Central, Inc.; 
Prewitt & Associates, Inc.; and HHM, Inc. (the com-
pany that did the professional work for our National 
Register District) — have submitted proposals. Mak-
ing a choice is not going to be an easy task; each of the 
three possible consultants is highly qualified. So far, 
I have reviewed each proposal, exchanged follow up 
phone calls or emails with each of the professionals, 
and discussed the possibilities with HPNA President 
David Conner and the Development Review Commit-
tee. The final decision will be made by the Steering 
Committee, but it’s doubtful that will happen before 
you read this column.
LHD Block Captains needed. . .

While our historic preservation professional, 
when finally chosen, surveys the neighborhood and 
inventories houses, an equally important task remains 
for the Local Historic District team — education. We 
are looking for block captains to talk to neighbors and 
hold block meetings. You’ll be trained and provided 
with all the tools you need to answer questions and 
present information. If you’re willing to help with our 
education effort, please get in touch with me. Become 
part of Hyde Park’s most important movement since 
the saving of our fire station.

—	 Lorre Weidlich, Chair, LHD Committee, 
300-2228, <lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com>

Holiday Palindrome
Oh, Oh, Oh  :  Ho, Ho, Ho!
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1000 E 41st St
Austin, TX 78751

Walk
Struggling through snow
my feet, each step a conquest
over weight, a crossing, step
on step amounting to a feat
of grace, amazing me and
taking place in quietude,
a waking over dormancy,
a thriving over blows of cold.

— Genéve Gil

Hyde Park Poets
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***If we can’t sell it... we will buy it!***

FREE Quick
OVER-THE-NET

Home Evaluation
www.HydeParkHomeValues.Info

City Plumbing Company
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
453-1115

Sewer and Water Heater Replacement 
Slab Leaks • Gas Leaks 

Sewer and Drain Cleaning Service 
Repairs • Re-pipes • Remodels

ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

The Parade  
Editor’s Note: This poem is not by a Hyde Parker, 
but it was brought to our attention by a Hyde Parker 
(Jack Nokes), and it could certainly be considered 
relevant to Hyde Parkers -- including, and especially, 
all those who were “streaming along” in our recent 
Fire Station Festival parade...

How exhilarating it was to march along the great boulevards

in the sunflash of trumpets and under all the waving flags‹

the flag of ambition, the flag of love.

So many of us streaming along‹ all of humanity, really‹

moving in perfect step,

yet each lost in the room of a private dream.

How stimulating the scenery of the world,

the rows of roadside trees, the huge curtain of the sky.

How endless it seemed until we veered off the broad turnpike

into a pasture of high grass,

headed toward the dizzying cliffs of mortality.

Generation after generation, we keep shouldering forward

until we step off the lip into space.

And I should not have to remind you that little time is given here to

rest on a wayside bench, to stop and bend to the wildflowers, or to

study a bird on a branch‹

not when the young are always shoving from behind,

not when the old keep tugging us forward,

pulling on our arms with all their feeble strength.

— Billy Collins

(Mr. Collins is a former Poet Laureate of the 
United States.)

Hyde Park Poets
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Purchases . Listings . Investment Properties . Refinancing . Tax Consultation . Commercial

Sam Archer
Realtor
Coldwell Banker
633-4650
sarcher@cbunited.com

Zander Blunt 
Mortgage Banker

PrimeLending
381-4642

zblunt@primelending.com

The Avenue D TeAm
serving Hyde Park since sPeedway was a racetrack*

I found it.

It’s that 
easy. I financed it.

* not really.

Lucien, Stirling and Gray  
Advisory Group, Inc. 

THE FINANCIAL WORLD HAS 
CHANGED...

Your personal situation has been impacted and the 
need for a new plan of action has become a  

high priority. 

Now, more than ever, you need prudent and timely 
advice from an independent financial advisor who 

works for you . 

Give us a call or visit our website.    

4005 Guadalupe · Austin, TX  78751 
(512) 458-2517 

www.lsggroup.com 

“Smart Decisions About Serious Money” Located in the Historic John Rutledge House 

In Hyde Park since 1992 
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Working Hands 
Construction

Minor to Moderate Repairs and Remodeling
Decks, Fences and Custom Woodwork

Pain-in-the-Neck Problems Solved
Friendly, Affordable, Hyde Park Based

Call Matthew Young 419-7650

LANIER PLUMBING
Don’t	fuss,	call	us!	

Complete Repair Service
• Hot Water Heaters
• New Installations
• Gas Inspections
• Remodels
• Slab Leaks

Family Owned and Serving Austin since 1931

2300 Pasadena Dr., Austin, Texas 78757

450-1673

American Cockroaches 
a.k.a. Waterbugs
American cockroaches, also called 

waterbugs or 
palmetto bugs, are 
about 1 ½” long, 
reddish-brown with 
tan markings on 
the pronotum (the 
shield that covers 
the head).  Nymphs 
look similar to the adults, but do not have 
fully developed wings.  Like all cockroaches, 
females lay their eggs in a purse-like sac 
called an ootheca.

American cockroaches are not a common pest that 
breeds indoors in Texas.  Typically these cockroach-
es move in from outdoors in search of food and water 
or to escape cold temperatures.  They can enter struc-
tures around pipe penetrations, vents in the attic, 
through weepholes or cracks around doors and win-
dows.  

Exclusion is great method to keep the cockroaches 
outside.  Check weather stripping around doors and 
windows to make sure there is a good seal.  Use caulk 
to seal around pipe penetrations or any cracks and 
crevices that may lead into the home.  If your home 
has a brick or stone façade, use steel wool or cop-
per mesh to block the weep holes (steel wool should 
not be used on light color façade since it rusts when it 
gets wet).  

Commonly used formulations for cockroach man-
agement include baits, sprays and dusts.  Residual 
sprays and dusts should not be used in the same lo-
cation as baits to avoid contamination of the baits.  
Sprays and dusts should be targeted to crack and 
crevice areas or wall voids.  When using baits, old bait 
should be scraped away before new bait is placed out.  
Target baits to areas where cockroaches will be able to 
locate it easily.

For more information or help with identification, 
contact Wizzie Brown, Texas AgriLife Extension Ser-
vice Program Specialist at 512.854.9600.  Also check 
out <www.urban_ipm.blogspot.com>
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Hyde Park Residents & Neighborhood Realtors

Search for homes at jeff baker.stanberry.com

Also check out www.jeff bakerart.biz

Doing our part to 

Keep Hyde Park Weird

 

HybridRealtor@Stanberry.com

Kate Baker 750-0376    Jeff  Baker 619-7421

Suzee Brooks, REALTOR®

office 512.499.0499 • fax 512.499.0460 • mobile 512.740.5771 • suzee@lyonrealestate.net

1203 Holly Street       $499,000

4504 Avenue C         $350,000

4607 Gonzales St.     $265,000

5420 Montview St.    $694,900

2944 Eckert Street     $335,000

1410 Cloverleaf Dr. $279,000

terraces on north

1507 North Street  • Ten Modern Units
$315,500 - $469,500   •  Now Showing!

The Triangle

sunstoneyoga.comsunstoneyoga.com
4616 Triangle Ave #406 Austin, Texas 78751 ● 512.287.7047 x111

NOW
OPEN
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Jim-Dandy Service

763-1007

ALL TYPES OF REPAIR
Free Estimates Senior Citizen Discounts
DEPENDABLE • FAST • GUARANTEED

"More than just handy"

Jim Cardwell Master
Jim-Dandy, Inc. Handyman

NO JOB TOO SMALL!

Kitchen and Bath Upgrade!
Yard Projects Appliance Repair

Drain and Sewer Cleaning
Plumbing and Electrical

Remodeling Roof Repair
Power Washing Painting, etc.

NeWorlDeli Cops Kudos

Congratulations to NeWorlDeli proprietors 
Greg and Sarah Bontempo, whose 

institution was the subject of a highly 
complimentary feature article in the 
November ‘08 issue of the Community Impact 
newsletter. 

The article notes that New Jerseyite Greg decid-
ed to open the restaurant in honor of his late dad, “the 
quintessential deli man.” Consistent with that family 
theme, the article continues, “Greg and Sarah opened 
NeWorlDeli because they wanted to be close to their 
children.”...

“’It was really important to us to have a business 
that would allow us to be the ones raising our chil-
dren,’ Sarah said. ‘Being a family business, all three of 
our kids play a role. The oldest will be at the counter 
taking orders, the youngster will be using it as a play-
ground. I think that meeting people from all cultures 
is wonderful for their cultural upbringing.’”

Other interesting facts disclosed in the article: that 
the name was inspired by Huxley’s Brave New World 
- one of Greg’s favorites; that notwithstanding its rel-
ative proximity to a certain Baptist institution, NWD 
now has a full bar; that Greg and Sarah are both UT 
grads;  and that his nickname is the “Deli Lama,” 
and hers (natch!) is the “Deli Mama.” Oh, and it also 
serves great food!

Congrats to the Bontempo clan!!
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ARBORTECH
Member of and Certified by The International 

Society of Arboriculture 

Stan Noblett, B. S. Molecular Biology 

940-0705
Residential-Commercial

· Sick Tree Diagnosis         · Pruning 
· Storm Damage               · Removal 
· Ball Moss           · Cabling & Bracing 
· Lot Clearing            · Roof Clearing 
· Appraisal · Native Tree Experts 

Complete Tree Service 

www.arbortech.org

Properties for Sale

The Kinney Company
512-472-1930  www.TheKinneyCompany.com

Lin Team, oLd ausTin ReaLToR®

Helping people save Old Austin...   
One house at a time

808 Leonard Street
1936 Cape Cod style house 
hidden 1 block from UT 
Law School. Recently 
updated, large living and 
family rooms, kitchen and 
bath downstairs, 3 beds/2 
baths upstairs, 2-car garage.   
$529,900

4402 Avenue D
This romantic cottage is 
redone with rare quality in 
two bedrooms, authentic 
period bath and spacious 
kitchen with marble counters 
and tile floors. Plus a garden 
room for office or guests. 
$299,000

4104 Avenue B
Wing and gable 1909 Vic-
torian cottage with poten-
tial and location on one of 
Hyde Park’s finest blocks.   
$289,000

311 Moore Boulevard
Built in 1935 with bricks 
from UT Old Main, this 
stately duplex would convert 
nicely to a single-family use 
Tudor revival style home 
with views of the UT tower.   
Also has a garage apartment.   
$729,000

Reduced Price!

Contract Pending

Contract Pending

SOLD!
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And Still the Dream
*Traveling When Young*

All the lighted
windows at dusk,
all the lives passed,
figures moving
behind windows
silhouetted by light.
A mystery:
how could all these
people be
and I not know them?

I still don’t know
how people can do
the things they do.
I still don’t know
how I could do
the things I did.
Somewhere still
there’s a child in me
who stands looking
down at
something broken
beyond repair.

I sit here
in the void
she left me
contemplating eternity.

Sunlight on
a woman’s breast.
Morning silence.

How we’re
born of woman
and return to her
at the last.
I think of
dying men
on battlefields
calling for
their mothers.  

Hyde Park Poets

Poem continued on page 20
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“Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will toward men.”

4001 Speedway
hydeparkmethodist.org

Hyde Park United
Methodist Church

Hyde Park 
UMC invites 

you share in our 
fellowship and 
receive the most 
important gift of  
the season.  Come 
celebrate Christ’s 
birth!

Dec. 21, 7 p.m.
Lessons and Carols with 

Holy Communion

Christmas Eve, 4:30 p.m. 
Children’s Pageant and 

Christmas cookie decorating.

Christmas Eve, 7 p.m.
Candlelight Worship and 

Holy Communion

New Years Eve, 6:30 p.m.
Watch Night Service with 

music by Tim Brace. 
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Pecan Press is on-line at
<www.austinhydepark.org>

*First Aid*

I know I’d be
all right if
I could just
get to this place
over coffee
in the morning
writing what came.

After I rename everything
I’ll invent
a language to
describe it.

Sometimes
all you remember
of love is
the tearing away

The wind
keeps nipping at
the sun’s heels
wanting to get
this morning over with.

Only when I’m
writing do I
understand my mother:
that kind of
caring that
wants more for
something to be
than for itself
to continue.

And still the dream,
the dream continues.
And still the dreamer,
the dreamer continuing
dreaming the dream
that contains him.

—	 Albert Huffstickler 
May 20, 1999

Hyde Park Poets
Poem continued from page 18
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REALTOR7

Light remodeling opportunity in Allandale
Listed at $275,000

HydePark

4008 Avenue H, Austin, Texas 78751
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FREE
Check Engine Light 

Diagnostic Code

off

SAVE $85
(some restriction may apply)

10%
Parts & Labor 

for new customers
on all repairs

*These Coupons  May Only Be Used One At A Time

www.revolutionmotors.com

service@revolutionmotors.com
OR

For Bookings

(some restriction may apply)

512.453.5050

Specializing
and repairs

in the maintenance

for your European Car

Hyde Park Poets

TRINITY

United Methodist Church

Inclusive, Nature-affirming, Creative Worship
Sundays at 9:15AM, 11:15AM, & 12:45PM

We invite our neighbors to walk the labyrinth with us
this Christmas season!

Labyrinth Walks

Sunday, Nov. 30,
from 6:00-8:00pm

Wednesday, Dec. 31,
beginning at 7:00pm

Christmas Eve
Services

Wednesday, Dec. 24
at 5:30 & 7:30 PM

(Labyrinth Walk follows)

600 E. 50th St. / Austin, TX 78751

(512) 459-5835 www.tumc.org
(one block east of Duval)

Betrayal 
or 

The St. Nick Enigma
The problem is not
that you convince them that there is a Santa Claus
and then tell them he doesn’t exist.
What blows their minds is
that while you’re convincing them that Santa is real,
you are also busy persuading them
that all the other beings that they perceive
from deep inside themselves are non-existent.
Then, having persuaded them to relinquish
this inner world that they know is true
and utterly real,
you proceed to demolish
the one thing they have left
which you gave them.
This is why so many children
wake in the night screaming
and this is why when you kiss them
they submit passively,
their eyes signaling all the while,
“Present to bearer,
on demand,
thirty pieces of silver.”

—	 Albert Huffstickler 
December 19, 1984
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HybridRealtor@Stanberry.com
 Hyde Park Resident & Neighborhood REALTOR®

Jeff  Baker   619-7421
ABOR, REALTOR®,  Former State Licensed Appraiser   

Address: 4701 Evans Avenue
Listed For: $295,000
Great house on a great lot. Outstanding location- just a few blocks from all 
the Hyde Park shops and restaurants. Enormous 75’X135’ / 10,125sf corner 
lot. Bright open fl oor plan with huge windows and hardwood fl ooring. 
Large hip kitchen, versatile utility room, formal dining room, and a study 
with french doors overlooking the huge private back yard. 

Address: 4812 Caswell Avenue
Listed For: $275,000
Perfect owner occupy - let side B be pay for ± 100K of your mortgage.  
Expansion possibilities - adding bedrooms at $500-$600/month per 
bedroom could make this a huge money maker.  These units are super 
tasteful, rock solid and in an amazing location.    

Address: 313 West 37th
Listed For: $499,000
Remodeled 3 bed/2 bath main house with 3 bed/1 bath unit in back.  Amazing 
location on the famous X-mas street in Austin producing $3700/month. 
Also, perfect for an owner/occ. with the rear unit ($1700/m) paying ±200K of 
mortgage. Classic Arts and Crafts architecture with  hardwood and tile fl ooring, 
updated kitchen and bathrooms and central heat and air conditioning. 

Address: 4101 Ave A
Listed For: $465,000
Classic Hyde Park bungalow. This stylish remodel features fully updated 
kitchen w/Jenn-Air commercial cook-top, custom cabinets, stainless 
appliances, and tile counters/high ceilings/100% wood & tile fl ooring/full 
electrical & plumbing upgrading/custom lighting & hardware/3 bathroom 
confi guration w/huge master bathroom w/separate shower & whirlpool bath.

Address: 506 Texas Avenue
Listed For: $650,000
One of the great historic homes in Austin is now available.  This 1914 grand 
estate features a .37 acre lot, 3252 sf main house and 482 sf guest house.  
Original stained wood trim, high open ceilings, period detailing & hardware, 
amazing wood fl ooring, & a classic front porch overlooking one of the best 
streets in Austin.

Address: 113 West 33rd Street
Listed For: $775,000
Classic Aldridge Place estate. 3081sf 4 or 5 bedroom/3 bath main house 
and 236 sf garage apt.  Traditional brick construction, slate roof, original 
long leaf pine wood trim, beautiful hardwoods, amazing period tile work, 
stunning master bath, and antique lighting. 

SOLD

SOLD

FOR SALE

 

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

4101AveA.com

www.506TexasAve.com

www.33StClassic.com

www.4701Evans.com




