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he Meeting is
a Party and
the Party is
the Meeting!

When:

Sunday, December 18
6:00 - 7:30 PM

Where:

Charlotte Herzele’s home at
3916 Avenue H

Remembering
Susan Kerr

usan Kerr, good friend, gen-

tle neighbor, mother, wife, and
scholar died on Saturday, Novem-
ber 12. Only a few short months
after retiring from U.T. in 2010, she
was diagnosed with the cancer that
eventually overcame her. Through-
out her ordeal she remained
resilient, calm, resolved, and lov-
ing qualities that she could claim
for her entire life.

Susan was born in West Virgin-
ia, but moved to Austin when she
was eight years old. She graduat-
ed from Rice University, and later
earned a master’s degree from the
University of Indiana. This was
followed by a PhD in English liter-
ature from the University of Texas
at Austin. For many years prior to
her retirement, she taught English
as a second language in the Inter-
national Office of the University of
Texas.

Susan was devoted to her fami-
ly: husband John, son Andrew and
his family, and daughter Ellen. It
was always clear that they were
her joy and her treasure, but she

Continued on page 3
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A Lasting Peace: Ten Year Sen-

tence for the Hyde Park Tire Slasher

n Wednesday, November 9th, 2011, the jury did exactly
what the prosecutors plead with them, on our behalf, to
do. They were asked to “protect us from him.”

The Trial

A picture was painted, based
on Tommy Joe Kelley’s own admis-
sions and based on prior brushes
with the law, of how he chose to
spend his time: He chose to spend
it in conflict with the neighborhood,
with the police, and in creating
tools used to vengefully perpe-
trate tens of thousands of dollars in
damage to our neighbors’ tires, in-
discriminately. They were shown
the implements created and used
for the purpose of tire puncturing.
They heard the statistics of reported
punctures in the area which fit with
the all-too-familiar sight we have
seen here for well over a decade,
and the facts that these reports his-
torically fell when this long time
and sole suspect was jailed, which
was often. They were given the
testimony of a witness to this de-
struction, who saw Kelley puncture
tires with his “sticker.” Tommy Joe
Kelley was sentenced to the max-
imum penalty for this case, likely
giving us 10 full years of peace,
provided we show up at his parole
hearings. I'm sure we will.

Admissions of Guilt

Perhaps we may be able to
glean a little more of his motives
and personality based on Kelley’s
statements in court, some of which

I have not heard reported, which

I was witness to. You may have
heard his admission that he once
punctured tires because he wanted
to be jailed, in order to have ac-
cess to needed medical treatment.
He did admit to being angry much
of the time. He admitted to feel-
ing persecuted much of the time
-by APD, by HPNA members, and
others. He also stated that the com-
munity’s view of him was faulty,
but that he felt this was due to “hu-
man weaknesses.”

We have lived among a man
who was certainly unhappy and
distrustful of others. He did not
trust lawyers, which is why he
chose to represent himself. There
was no one he could call to the
stand to defend him. He subpoe-
naed a great many people, all of
whom I believe he knew would
speak against him. Perhaps he
thought he could prove bias among
the community and hoped it would
convince the jury to be doubtful
that he was the culprit, despite the
evidence against him. He is a man
who has frequently been jailed, and
who, it seems, wanted to be jailed -
for short periods of time. This took
effort and cunning, considering the
volume of damage we experienced.

Continued on page 8



From the President s Desk:

am delighted to introduce our new graffiti patrol chair, Pete Gilcrease. For several years this committee chair

had been vacant and HPNA had no organized graffiti abatement effort, though some HPNA members have
continued individual efforts to remove graffiti while the committee was inactive. Doris Coward in particular
deserves recognition for consistent efforts in this area. Ruben Sandoval, the coordinator for the city’s graffiti
abatement program, has provided us with their guidelines for graffiti abatement and I will be happy to for-
ward that information to anyone who requests it.

As many of you know, this past

month a jury found the tire slash-
er guilty and sentenced him to 10

years in prison. The tire slasher was

representing himself in court and
summoned me to be a defense wit-
ness which was strange since I had
never interacted with him previ-
ously and because I had no direct
experience with the tire damage.
His questions to me included what
steps we had taken to catch the tire
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slasher, whether there was someone
we suspected of being the tire slash-
er, why we suspected him and why
it was that he was arrested for tres-
passing so fregently in our neighbor-
hood. He was under the mistaken
impression that we had obtained a
stay away order against him.

The Yarborough Public Library
asked me to announce that they are
having a Winterfest event on Satur-
day December 3rd from 12:30-4 p.m.
Their announcement reads, “Starting
at 12:30 p.m. the Capitol City High-
landers will perform in our park-
ing lot then will be marching inside
to break all the rules we have about
noise in the library. Later the Allan-
dale String Quartet will wind things
down with lovely chamber music.
At 1 p.m. the Winterfest Bazaar be-
gins with different non-profit groups
that use our meeting room sharing
what they do at the library. This will
be a great opportunity to join a new
group or get interested in a new hob-
by. There will be holiday snacks and
presentations from different groups
to sit in on.”

In late October there were a cou-
ple of instances where pedestrians in
Hyde Park were ticketed for cross-
ing 45th St. at Avenue G during the
recent Austin Police Department en-
forcement effort concerning pedes-
trian violations. I asked APD for
clarification of what the rules are. Lt.
Ely Reyes provided the following ex-
planation of the rules pedestrians
must follow when crossing streets:

“ A pedestrian may only be cited un-
der this statute if they cross at a lo-
cation other than a crosswalk that is
between two adjacent intersections
that have traffic control devices. For
example, a pedestrian can be cited

for crossing midblock Congress Av-
enue between 8th and 7th St. There
are traffic control devices on Con-
gress Avenue at both 8th and 7th St.
An example where they could not be
cited would be a pedestrian cross-
ing the middle of the block between
Avenue A and Avenue B on 45th St.
There are no traffic control devices
on 45th St at Avenue A or Avenue B.
However, a pedestrian may still be
cited for crossing midblock if they
Continued on following page
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fail to yield to a vehicle, but that ci-
tation would be Pedestrian FTY-
ROW to Vehicle. The Ave. G scenario
would also be one in which a pedes-
trian can legally cross at that inter-
section.” FTYROW stands for “fail-
ure to yield right-of-way.”

Finally, I was advised by a cou-
ple of members that amending our
bylaws to give anyone a permanent
place on the steering committee like-
ly runs afoul of laws governing asso-
ciations. A resolution from the floor
that was approved at our October
general meeting instructed the steer-
ing committee to initiate such an
amendment. The steering committee
plans to obtain legal advice before
proceeding.

— Lisa Harris
HPNA President
<Ljharrisus@yahoo.com>

) (

Correction Dept:, The
October Meeting Minutes pub-
lished last month omitted the
announcement of HPNA's
newest Steering Committee
Members, Michael Nill and
Kevin Heyburn.

Name

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association Enroliment

Susan Kerr Remembered...

...cont’'d from page 1

was also always interested in news
of other’s families and friends. Her
memory for details and events go-

ing on in other’s lives never ceased
to amaze me.

She was a true scholar, born
and bred, coming from a family of
smart and accomplished people.
She had great curiosity about life
and the life hereafter and was rec-
ognized for her published articles,
essays, and book reviews, chiefly
on Christian art, in journals rang-
ing from America magazine to the
Journal of Computers and Math-
ematics with Applications. She
presented papers at the annual
conferences of the California Mis-
sions Study Association, and at
the Medieval Institute Congress
in Kalamazoo, Michigan. She also
contributed articles to a number of
books including “San Diego, Alta
California and the Borderlands.”
She was active in both the state
and the national ESL associations.
A few weeks before her death, she
learned that her article on the Do-
minican churches of Guatemala
and Chiapas had been accepted for
publication in a Mexican scholar-
ly journal.

Phone

Address

2011-12 Membership

Email

O [ wish to be notified via email of HPNA meetings and events.

Bring to an HPNA

Dues (per person)
O Standard - $5/year
0 New Member

Payment: 0 Check [ Cash Date

O Senior Citizen- $1/year
[0 Renewing Member

All memberships expire on September 30th of each year.

P.O.Box 49427

meeting, or send to:

HPNA Membership
Austin, Texas 78765

Make checks payable to HPNA.

Susan was a very spiritual
person. Her life was complete-
ly framed by her devotion to the
Catholic Church, its saints, feast
days, teachings and liturgical
beauty. But hers was not slav-
ish devotion: once I remember her
telling me that she offered “ser-
mon critiques” to the priests at
her parish. I don’t think they had
the nerve to take her up on her of-
fer, but that was Susan: a teacher
and a gentle guide, always. She
was a lay contemplative mem-
ber of the Benedictine oblate of St.
Scholastica Priory in Petersham,
Massachusetts. Being a lay mem-
ber of a monastic order requires a
commitment few of us could un-
derstand, but with Susan it was
not a heavy mantle, but one that
she carried out with great joy.

Long-time residents of Hyde
Park, Susan and John were some
of the first neighbors I met when
Jack and I and our girls moved to
Avenue F over 26 years ago. Her
daughter Ellen became best friends
with my daughter, and throughout
their years at Robert E. Lee Ele-
mentary, they formed a team that

Continued on page 5

HPNA Membership Info

All memberships expire on September 30th
of each year.
0§0

Membership in HPNA is open to all
residents aged 18 years or older who reside
within the boundaries of Hyde Park or
within 300 feet of the designated
boundaries.

xS

New members,and members who lapse in
dues for over six months, are eligible to
vote at HPNA meetings 30 days after
receipt of dues.

ol

poetry*) by the 15th of each month to:
Editor, Pecan Press

<pecaneditor@gmail.com>

We Welcome Your Submissions to Pecan Press

Send in your articles, letters, and photos (but not your

*Send your poems to:

Charlotte Herzele
<herzele@gmail.com>

Note: The Pecan Press will not publish unsigned/unattributed poetry. All poems (even if written under a pen
name) must carry a name and address or phone number for identification and verification purposes.
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Meador Massage

healing sice 2007

Integrative Bodywork, Prenatal Massage
Cranio-sacval, Energetic Balancing

Conveniently located in the historic Flightpath

elizabetih wrheador, LMT

512-698-7772

elizabeth@meadormassage.com
www.meadormassage.com

Locally owned by

Keith Brown
Board Certified Master Arborist

Pruning | Removal
Treatment Programs
Consultation

996-9100

www.AustinTreeExperts.com

{ i“ 0‘), Amoré Always Petsitter
i~ ¢ Certified Dog Trainer

Roberta Maleski

(512) 296-5196

amorepets@sbcglobal.net
www.amorealways.com

Hyde Park Holiday
Party: December 18t

he Hyde Park Neighborhood Association (HPNA)

invites you to celebrate the holidays together on
Sunday, December 18th, from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Charlotte Herzele opens her beautiful home at 3916
Avenue H this year for our Hyde Park Holiday Party.
Charlotte’s home is a special gift to our neighborhood
and her generosity is appreciated.

Generosity brings to mind all the volunteers through-
out the year who work to support our neighborhood. My
most recent experience is the Fire Station Festival. While
we had an impressive lead team, there were many, many
volunteers executing on the plans. This holiday party is
dedicated to our volunteers. You know who you are.

Come to this party, volunteers, and see the appre-
ciation for all you do from your Hyde Park friends and
neighbors. Friends and neighbors, please come to ensure
our volunteers know we appreciate them. Let’s celebrate
the holidays together.

Greg and Sarah Bontempo of NeWorlDeli will cater
the event serving hors d’oeuvres and beverages. For that
sweet desire we have this time of year, please bring your
favorite finger-food dessert. There will be tags at the ta-
bles to label your dish with your name. So often another
neighbor is delighted by the dish and wants to compli-
ment the giver. I. Jay Aarons will be tending the bar again
(Thank you, I. Jay) and will be reminding us that only
non-staining beverages may be taken into the home. So
if red wine or hot chocolate is a must have for you, we'll
have a spot for you outside the home.

Also, we are supporting Helping Hand Home for
Children at 3804 Avenue B again this year. Please bring a
new gift or a cash donation to help the Home continue to
help children. Linda Pennington (Thank you, Linda) ob-
tained their wish list for us. Please do not gift wrap items
as the staff must inventory as gifts are received. If you
want to give a gift to the children and cannot attend the
holiday party, contact Linda at 451.2027, 4011 Avenue G.

Now, to the list of new (not used) items needed for
the children:

* Target Gift Cards * Wal-Mart Gift Cards ¢ T] Maxx
Gift Cards * Photo books ¢ Diapers (sizes 0-3) * New
Baby Clothes (0-12months) ¢ Car Seats (Infant-Toddler)

* Shower Radios * Games for Wii and Playstation sys-
tems (ages 8-13) ¢ Skates/Rollerblades and pads (ages
8-13) * Password Journals -very popular with the girls ®
Manicure/pedicure supplies for Pamper Time ¢ Digital
Cameras for children (Toys R Us has these in the $20-30
range) * Movie Theatre Tickets

And if you haven’t yet joined your neighborhood as-
sociation, HPNA, bring $5 and as you pick up your name
tag at the front door, let them know you want to join. Let
me know if you need additional information. I so hope to
see you at the party.

— Deaton Bednar,
<deatonbednar@grandecom.net>
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Susan Kerr Remembered...
...cont’d from page 4

would essentially be running the school, from a kid’s
perspective, by the time they were in sixth grade.

What I remember about Susan the most, and I'm
sure this was part of her vocation as a lay contempla-
tive, was that she was always fully present with you
when you were visiting with her. She lived the “slow
food movement” before it was trendy.

With Susan, you were encouraged to take your
time, to have a cup of tea, to eat some of her wonder-
ful cooking, and to tell her what was going on in your
life. She always wanted to know.

Susan’s first round of chemotherapy involved an
extended stay at M.D. Anderson Hospital. When at
last she was allowed to return home in early spring, I
remember her saying over and over how she couldn’t DESIGNS
wait to get back to Hyde Park, and her lovely home
at 4209 Avenue F. All she wanted to do was to sit
on her porch and smell the smells and see the light
through the trees and watch people walk down the
street. “Life!” she said, “Being home in Hyde Park is

A unique perspective on

architectural ¢ interior design
renovations » additions - new construction

the most healing thing there is.” Though weakened material selections - color palettes
by her treatment, her whole spirit seemed to revive by

being home. And for the past 36+ years, home meant 512-657-8238

Hyde Park. martinhousedesigns.com

Susan was buried on November 17, in a plot near
the old Spanish missions in San Antonio. John’s fam-
ily, being among the early Anglo settlers in that city,
managed to secure rights for interment there. (Histori-
cal side note: Two of John's great-grandfathers died at
the Alamo.) In writing this, I'm remembering my last
visit to Mission Concepcion two springs ago: Gregori-
an chants were mysteriously playing from speakers in
the portico next to the sanctuary. The last of the elder-
ly friars in residence there had filled dozens of pots
with blooming geraniums. The mesquite trees were in
bloom, and a Mariachi band was warming up to play
a wedding procession. It was a beautiful, time-out-
of-time setting, and one that is just perfect for Susan.
There she is near her beloved Franciscans, close to a
sacred monument of Tejano and Catholic culture, and
as always, close to God. Dear Susan, may you rest in
peace.

— Jill Nokes
4200 Avenue F

SEASON’S GREETINGS

During this holiday season and every day of the year, we wish you

all the best.
Alexander F Henley
Financial Advisor

4101 Guadalupe Street
Suite 600

Austin, TX 78751
512-323-0060

www.edwardjones.com Member sipc

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
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PETE REED

Hyde Park Handyman
Big or Small, We Do it All

Free Estimates

20 Years Experience (512) 736-6539

FLAMIN

VISA/ MC / AMEX 3512 Guadalupe
459-9917 Austin, Tx.
8-6 M-F 78705
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GRIFFIN SCHOOL

College Prep, Fine Arts
Open House Feb 2nd 6pm
www.griffinschool.org
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Against Short Term Rentals

My husband and I are 30-year residents of Hyde Park and members
of HPNA. We love our neighborhood for all the reasons that make it
g vibrant community.

As a result of the discussion derailed by commercial interests at
the last HPNA meeting and the discussion at the November 14
steering committee meeting, I believe that it’s vitally important for
all homeowners who live in Hyde Park to have more information
about commercial short-term rentals (CSTR).

The growing number of houses rented to strangers for fewer than
30 days at a time will have definite effects on the fabric of our
precious community. Replacing an owner-occupied home with a
CSTR removes support for the community in terms of schools,
activities such as our homes tour and park projects, and the good
experience of knowing neighbors who may become friends.

Picture the house next door to you with a couple, a family, or
friends active in our community. Then imagine the house sold to an
absentee landlord who rents to hundreds of guests per year.

Our lovely B & B’s, garage apartments, and rentals in owner-
occupied homes are not commercial short-term rentals and,
therefore, are not affected by the Austin Neighborhood Council
Resolution.

Here is a link to the Austin Neighborhood Council Resolution, so we
can all better understand the situation.
<www.ancweb.org/docs/resolutions/Revision_10262011_STRs.pdf>

We're all in this together and what a great place to be!

— Sharon Brown

Short Term Rentals have Benefits

When my wife and I first moved to Austin, we turned to short
term rentals to become familiar with a few areas of the city to
make our decision on where our home would be. We ended up
staying in a short term rental in Hyde Park and fell in love with
the neighborhood. We loved the old historic homes and the friendly
people, but without the opportunity initially to live in the area

by staying here for a few weeks we may have never moved into
the neighborhood. We purchased a home on Avenue F near Hyde
Park Baptist Church almost two years ago. It was in such terrible
condition that there was an active demolition permit on the house
when we bought it, and many neighbors thought the only option
was to tear it down. During the months that we restored the home,
we were surprised and encouraged by the positive comments we
received from neighbors on the improvements we were making.
Despite the amount of work we have done, we still aren’t finished
and are constantly working on some project to improve the
property.

We didn't want the home to fall into disrepair, so we decided a short
term rental was a great alternative. With short term renting, I'm
always at the house and I'm able to regularly make any repairs
that may be needed. You don't have that type of control with long

Continued on following page
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term tenants. Some will argue that we choose to short-term rent
only because we are able to make more income. But, in reality,
because we have to invest far more money in upkeep of the
property to short-term rent it, the extra income we generate goes
into improving and caring for the house. I wouldn't be able to do
that with a long term rental and the house would probably suffer
because of that, just like a lot of other long term rentals do.

There are many misconceptions about short term rentals. Entire
neighborhoods are not being consumed by them. Only one tenth of
one percent of the homes in Austin are short term rentals (one out
of every thousand homes). There are only 370 listed on HomeAway
in the entire Austin area and only seven in Hyde Park. The average
owner only owns one. We aren’t big corporations coming in and
buying up all of the homes to use as short term rentals. In a lot of
cases people simply don’t want to deal with the hassle of renting
their garage apartment to a long term renter and instead want to
have the right to rent it out a few times a year to make additional
income.

There are so few short term rentals in Austin and in Hyde Park
that it’s not going to change the character of the neighborhood or
how we interact with our neighbors. Personally, I enjoy knowing
my neighbors, but there are still plenty of them that I have never
met and I look forward to becoming friends. This neighborhood is
full of diversity and that’s one of the reasons why it’s such a great
place. I've become acquainted with more of my neighbors because
of my short term rental. A large percentage of the people that are
interested in staying are families of people from this neighborhood.

Short term rentals are not a commercial use of property any

more than long term rentals are. We are generating income as a
rental property the same way that someone would by renting their
property on a long term basis. The length of the lease does not
change the character of the home or its residential use. Renters
and property owners should have the right to determine the length
of their own leases. This should not be for the city to decide or for
one neighbor to decide for another. We pay full property taxes just
like everyone else and should have equal property rights.

Some people have argued that the people who stay at short term
rentals throw parties and disturb neighbors but the truth is that
long term renters can throw parties and cause disturbances
without much recourse. That'’s simply not allowed at short term
rentals. We don't rent to anyone that would have a party, a wild
event, or a large number of guests. We've put too much time, money,
and energdy into the property to take a chance with it so we don't
tolerate any negative behavior. Every short term rental owner that
I know feels the same way.

I can understand how there is concern about short term rentals
since most people are just becoming aware that they exist thanks
to the internet and sites like Austin-based HomeAway, but short
term rentals have been around as long as long term rentals. I
hope that people can look past some of the fear tactics that are
being used against short term rentals and understand how they
benefit the neighborhood. Instead of focusing on taking away our
neighbors’ rights, I would hope we can focus more on being good
neighbors to one another. We're not scary people and neither

are our tenants. We're your neighbors and we care about the
neighborhood too.

— Pete Gilcrease

“Where Families
Grow Toge’cher”

9:15 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship

Hyde Park Christian Church

(Disciples of Christ)
610 East 45" Street
(512) 452-2596

www.hydeparkcc.org

Youth Groups
1-12 Grades, meet on Sunday evenings.
We will meet from 5:00 p.m. — 7:00 p.m.
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PIANO LESSONS
ANGELO LEMBESIS
EDUCATOR, PERFORMER, COMPOSER

¢ M.M. UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS
e TEN YEARS EXPERIENCE TEACHING
¢ CLOSE TO BRENTWOOD ELEMENTARY

Web: www.pianobyangelo.com
Phone: 817.403.3409

TReC #2074 "20 YEARS OF QUALITY SERVICE'  TREC #9477
Home Repair * Remodeling * Room Additions * Building
Master Carpenter == Building Designer == Cabinet Maker

"We live in the Ridgetop Neighborhood"

Office: 266-2224 912E. 51st Street
Info@garthconstruction.com www.garthconstruction.com

M
-;g):; ro‘t) Creature Comforts
/-9-\-—»”‘ Loving In-Home
—l H Pet Care

512-413-4214
Cathy McDowell

www.creaturecom.com

Henderson
Plumbin

452-5963

Licensed plumbing repair
Clean, personal service

29 years experience
Drain cleaning

452-5963
Leave message

D

[ 2N 2N 2N 4

Pecan Press is on-line at
<www.austinhydepark.org>

Tire Slasher Convicted...
...cont'd from page 1

Incidences of tire puncturing as many noticed, were
significantly more prevalent in the winter, around the hol-
idays. Indeed, I had new reports, verified to be of the
type known, every day he was not jailed this past winter.
This led to increased police presence and increased time
for him in jail during those times, as well. I can’t help but
wonder if he wasn’t cold, and wanting some place warm
to be, if only while the bitterest days of winter lasted. I
can’t also help but wonder what help would have been
available to him, if he had ever been willing and able to
accept it.

Once he had been found guilty by the jury and the
sentencing phase of the case began, he chose not to fight
the sentencing “enhancements.” He chose not to make
the prosecutors prove he was the same man convicted
previously on other charges (perhaps under a different
name, as he has many aliases). He affirmed that he had
indeed committed those crimes and there was no point in
trying to prove otherwise; he admitted guilt to those prior
incidents. He then became quite quiet and remained so
for a time. The jury was not in the room then to hear that
admission, but they did later hear that he did not contest
those charges.

After much pleading from his counsel, and a remind-
er from the judge that this would be the last time he could
speak to the jury, he decided upon a few words, only just
prior to sentencing: He said that the case against him
was exaggerated and largely circumstantial and to please
take that into consideration when determining his pun-
ishment. Upon hearing his sentence, Kelley expressed his
desire to appeal. Judge Kocurek notified him that she felt
he did not have grounds for appeal.

Community

Abig “Thank you” to the Prosecution Team (Ja-
son English, Rob Drummond and Kathryn Scales), to so
many at APD, and to all who contributed time, research,
eye witness accounts of the suspect and personal ac-
counts of vandalism. Thank you to HPNA for providing
the platform upon which we could raise awareness and
spur action. Thank you also to the Jury for this relief we
had sought so long and so enjoyed for much of the past
year. The legal system we had almost lost faith in, which
prompted our commitment of $10k towards hidden cam-
era equipment, has not failed us.

As you may remember, after 16 years we were
blessed to have APD’s Detective Hoduski assigned to this
case. He built this and related cases against Kelley, some
of which are still on the docket, from the ground up,
based only on evidence already collected over the last few
years. Evidence older than that was no longer prosecut-
able, unfortunately. Perhaps the duration of our agony
and the path to resolution of it may shed some light on
the need for ample staffing at APD, not only of “beat
cops,” but also of detectives.

— Heather Dozier Freeman
Hyde Park Crime and Safety Chair
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ARBORTECH

Member of and Certified by The International
Society of Arboriculture

Stan Noblett, B. S. Molecular Biology

940-0705

Residential-Commercial

* Sick Tree Diagnosis * Pruning
* Storm Damage * Removal
- Ball Moss * Cabling & Bracing
* Lot Clearing * Roof Clearing
* Appraisal * Native Tree Experts

www.arbortech.org &

Sam is a Hyde Park enthusiast and has been living and investing in Hyde
Park since 1995.

Sam is a graduate of Harvard and the LBJ School and is a Certified
Negotiation Expert®

Call Sam if you are considering selling soon. It makes a difference
when your Realtor® knows what is happening in our real estate market.

Sam Archer
Broker | Realtor®, Juice Homes LLC Helping clients buy and sell in
512.633.4650 Austin with integrity and

Sam@ArcherAustin.com unparalleled representation
www.JuiceHomes.com
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Proposed 43 & Duval Streets
Intersection and Safety

Improvements

HPNA, December 5, 2011 D RA F T

he Hyde Park Neighborhood Association

resolves that the Hyde Park Plaza project
as outlined in a color rendering, indicating
reverse angle parking on Duval Street,
relocation of public sidewalks, pedestrian
crosswalks on Duval and E. 43rd Streets,
outdoor seating areas, bicycles lanes and
parking, and alignment of parking lot
driveways on E. 43rd has our support.
We request that the City of Austin seek
funding for this project as soon as possible
to improve the safety of pedestrians, cyclists,
and motorists in this heavily traveled local
intersection and to foster outdoor seating and
community use.

Background: This project came about in 1998 when
the Partners for Livable Places visited Austin and held a
workshop in the Hyde Park neighborhood to discuss pub-
lic spaces. Simultaneously, the City of Austin was planning
and implementing traffic calming programs in the neigh-
borhood. In 1998 the City of Austin prepared drawings for
this project and City funds were budgeted. Since it was
thought that this project would move forward immediately,
it was not included specifically in the Hyde Park Neighbor-

Continued on following page
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hood Plan Action Items. The project has been revived by
the business owners and owners of the commercial proper-
ty and has been presented to the Hyde Park Neighborhood
Association, Hyde Park Contact Team and Hancock
neighborhood Association for their participation and con-
tribution of ideas. The project achieves not only the major
goal of calming traffic and more safely accommodating all
modes of transportation at this intersection, but it also in-
corporates private property improvements including more
usable public gathering spaces and outdoor seating ar-

eas. It relates to and achieves some measure of a number of
Neighborhood Plan Action Items.

#23 Complete sidewalks both sides of various
streets including Duval. (Action item 5)

#27 Permit outdoor seating as accessories to res-
taurants w/o additional parking where they are
proposed in conjunction with a relevant transporta-
tion project.

#28 Add lighting along major pedestrian routes
including 43rd St. (Action item 6)

#30 The City of Austin should continue to pres-
ent significant plans for improvement to any streets in
Hyde Park to the Hyde Park Neighborhood Associa-
tion / Planning Team.

#32 The speed limit on Duval Street should be
changed to 30 MPH. This is a major route to UT and
Lee Elementary and is heavily used by bicyclists.

#34 Ensure safe crossings to other natural green
spaces including Hancock golf course.

#38 Key intersections should have curbs paint-
ed for no parking to address visibility at 40th/Duval,
Park Avenue/Duval, and 42nd and 44th adjacent to
Guadalupe.

#43 Provide bus shelters at 39th/Guadalupe,
46th/Guadalupe in conjunction with Triangle devel-
opment and at 43rd/Duval.

#53 Place storefronts and building entrances at
the front property line to reinforce the pedestrian
character of the street. (Mixed-use structure. Design
Guidelines.) ‘

Residential Remodeling
From Additions to Repairs

Quality Work
Since 1980

Member, Green Builders

Joe Zakes

445-4470
apcaustin.com

CONSTRUCTION

Hyde Park Resident & Neighborhood Realtor
Jeff Baker 512 619-7421 wsor reawrore

Also check out jeffhakerart.biz

Former State Licensed Appraiser

HybridReaItor@Stanberrycoml

Stanberry e
Associates

In partnership with solesforsouls, | will be donating 200 pairs
of shoes for those in need with each real estate transaction.
Check out soles4souls.org to see how you can get involved!

Add it on!

CG&S Design-Build improves people’s lives
through improving their homes.

Inspired Design, Built to Last

Award Winning Residential Architecture,
Construction, and Outdoor Spaces

DESIGN-BUILD www.CGSDB.com

444.1580
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GOOD [
NEIGHBOR |
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GROCERY - MARKET - DELI

HYDE PARK CLARKSVILLE
408 E43rdSt. » 512/459-8922 122 West Lynn = 512/477-5574

Hyde Park Neighbors

Biggs Plumbing, a commercial contractor for
over 40 years, is now providing residential
service.

Consider us for your:

* Kitchen and bath remodeling
* New tankless water heaters
* Service calls

We live in the neighborhood and understand

the challenges of older plumbing. Let us help
you with your next project.

512 837 5955
service@biggsplumbing.com
http://www.biggsplumbing.com

Biggs
O) Plumbing
Company

TX Masters License M36811

Thank You Fire Station
Festival Contributors

he 2011 Fire Station Festival is now

a memory. However, thanks to our
photographers, Jackson Brooks (6th Grade
at Lee Elementary) and Liz Lock (Adam’s
House Bed and Breakfast) we have photos
in this issue of the Pecan Press to help us

remember special moments.

And yet, what we can’t see readily at the Festival,
allowing us to remember, are the local organizations
working with our volunteers creating the Fire Station

/ Festival experience for us. This article is to ensure that

you know who those organizations are so that you
may frequent their businesses and thank them for
supporting our neighborhood in such a fun way.

Fresh Plus sells us sodas, ice and other supplies at
cost.

Grande Communications provides funding for
the music and a significant portion of the children’s
activities each year as well as lending us tents and ta-
bles.

Hyde Park Bar & Grill brought a large plate of
gourmet sandwiches and beef tenderloin piled high
and then stayed to serve refreshements to everyone.

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association is the ma-
jor contributor funding the Festival.

The Montessori Centers loans us child-sized pic-
nic tables each year.

Quacks bakes for us each year and this year pro-
vided a big pan of brownies.

Trinity Methodist Church loaned tables and
chairs.

Michael’s West Lake sold us childrens’ prizes and
crafts with the Teacher’s discout this year.

Walgreen'’s brings crafts, supplies and people to
help children create a unique, reuseable trick-or-treat
bag each year.

Wheatsville Co-op donates each year and this
year provided apples and Cheddar Bunnies, “green”
prizes for best costumes and the fishing booth, and
freezer space to store our ice cream,.

Your Fire Station Festival Committee is already
thinking about 2012 as the year of the Best Fire Station
Festival ever. Be sure to join us on that day and make
new memories.

— Deaton Bednar
<deatonbednar@grandecom.net>

mad
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Lucien, Stirling and Gray
Advisory Group, Inc.

A Registered Investment Advisor providing
Fiduciary level planning, advice & asset management services

4005 Guadalupe - Austin, TX 78751
(512) 458-2517

www.lsggroup.com

How do you define “wealth”?
Hint: It’s more than your balance sheet
Exploring this question and crafting
thoughtful long-term plans
is how we deliver
wealth management services
in a meaningful, personal way.

Please give us a call.

“Life is full of riches. Your relationship with
an advisor should be the same.”

“Smart Decisions About Serions Money”

In Hyde Park since 1992

Happy Holidays and a Joyful & Prosperous 2012

From All of Us at ,

Thank you for making

our best year ever!

mobile 512.740.5771 « office 512.499.0499 « fax 512.499.0460 « suzee@lyonrealestate.net
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Ellen Peters Estate
4007 Speedway

This Hyde Park Bungalow is filled with
echos of the love and care given by Miss Ellen
Peters over the 70+ years it was her home. Miss
Peters, who was one of nine sisters, never married,
nor did four of her sisters. As they aged, she
brought them into her home and managed their
care. She lived to be 95, and her nieces describe
her as the most generous and joyful person they
have ever known. When asked if she ever tired of
caring for her elderly sisters, she answered “Oh
no, never! It is my privilege and my joy to be able
to have them here.”

Now that Miss Ellen is gone, her nieces are
selling her house. It needs updating from the
ground up, but it has good bones and spacious
rooms. The original character is largely intact.
There are three bedrooms and one bath, a generous
living room with a fireplace and built-in
bookshelves, a formal dining room and a breakfast
room with build-in table and china cabinet. It is
pre-inspected so buyers can see what it needs to
bring it into tip-top shape again.

According to the tax records, the house has
1256 sf of living space. The 50 x 130 foot lot has
convenient alley access.

The price is $289,000. For an appointment to
see the house call Lin Team.

HPNA General Meeting
Minutes, November 7, 2011

he meeting was called to order at 7:02 by

President Lisa Harris.

The meeting began with an announcement from Do-
ris Coward regarding the Airport Blvd Redevelopment
Initiative. Doris attended an Oct. 26th meeting of the Air-
port Blvd Advisory Group and invites HPNA members
to email her if they want more information on the Initia-
tive at: <dcoward@mail.utexas.edu>. This development
affects the Ridgetop and North Loop neighborhoods
bordering Hyde Park. Additionally, neighbors are encour-
aged to attend the Airport Blvd Mobility Corridor Study
Open House on Tuesday, Nov. 29 th from 6 to 8 p.m. at
2921 East 17th Street, 2nd Floor.

The first official item of business was a presenta-
tion by David Conner of the historic items found in the
Williams/Mansbendel House (3820 Avenue F). After Val-
erie Mansbendel Williams died in 1976, these items were
moved to the attic and David recently went through
them. Items displayed and discussed included the follow-
ing: marketing photos of Hyde Park in its rudimentary
stages, newspaper clippings, clothes, purses, photos,
Shipe family books, postcard correspondences between
family members from Europe, hand-sewn quilts, wall art
hangings, souvenir matchbooks, 1965 UT championship
glasses and more. Of particular interest were topograph-
ical drawings made by William T. Williams during WWII
while he was stationed in Normandy from 1944 to 1945.
David promised to display more of the items at the Hyde
Park Homes Tour. He remains open to suggestions re-
garding the handling of these historical documents and
artifacts.

The second item of business was a presentation by
Karen McGraw and Bick Brown on the improvements at
the 43rd and Duval commercial center. Karen McGraw
provided an update on the traffic calming plan, originally
conceived in 1998, with color orienting map and diagram
of the public space and safety features. This new plan in-
cludes reverse angle parking, an innovation which Bick
says is favored by the City of Austin. The idea behind the
plan is to create a more functional corner at Duval and
43rd Street, enhancing the space for pedestrians and mo-
torist. The prominent features were described as narrower
streets, bulbed street corners, removal of alley parking
and increased public space, including a common area.

The CIP Planning Committee heard the 43rd & Du-
val and are considering funding these improvements if
money is allocated by the City. Wanda Penn mentioned
that the bus stop in front of Dolce Vita needs shade/cov-
er and that perhaps money can be found in the City’s
heat sink prevention effort. Karen mentioned that discus-
sions at the City around a 2012 bond election will begin in
January, which could be a possible source of funding. Dis-
cussion also arose around enforcing parking restrictions
in the lots behind the 43rd and Duval shops, as many bus
riders currently use the lots to park in for the day.

Continued on page 18
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NOW is a great time for a
positive, healthy beginning!
Upgrade your current workout or
start fresh. Strong bodies don't just
look good. Improve your glucose
and cholesterol levels, reduce blood
pressure, and boost metabolism.

Let's get started NOW,

KIRBY'S

KIRBY SAMS, cscs

512.452.6533
kirby@kirbysams.com

Hyde Park Gym

4121 Guadalupe Street m
Austin Tx 78751

Eat in. Take Away.

YELLOW
= CAB

452-9999

Austin’s premier taxicab service

'| Online. On Time!

YELégg Visit YellowCabAustin.com to
order your next taxi online.
—_— There’s no need to call in!

Smart Phone? Smart Cab! |

On the go? You can also order a cab on
your Smartphone at YellowCabAustin.com.

QI - ! HE ~ e £ = harké =[]
Service at the press of a button!

YellowCabAustin.com

VOTED "BEST TAKE OUT”
BY
THE AUSTIN CHRONICLE

Asian favorites.
Close to home.

E 43rd Hancock Center
1000 E 41st St

Austin, TX 78751

512.382.3860

peiwei.com

\ E41st St
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TAMMY YOUNG, REALTOR ©
& HYDE PARK NEIGHBOR

HOME MARKETING & BUYER REPRESENTATION
INNOVATIVE, RESULTS-FOCUSED
EXEMPLARY CUSTOMER SERVICE

TAMMY@REALTYAUSTIN.COM
512.695.6940

realty/austin|

COLLEGE APPLICATIONS
ARE ALL ABOUT

THE ESSAYS

“The essay is the life support system of the
application. The essay is the applicant’s
opportunity to breathe some life into the
folder, to remind the reader that all of those
numbers and letter grades and adjectives and
test scores and lists of activities represent,
for better or worse, yet another and different
person out there.” Fred A. Hargadon, Dean
of Admissions, Princeton University

~ I teach creative essay writing ~
~ As they learn, they complete
their applications ~

Initial conference is gratis and time
is short for app deadlines

Please call or email

David Rowland Ellis
512-632-1616
drelegal@gmail.com

November Meeting Minutes...
...cont’d from page 16

The third item of business was a presentation
by Maurice Anderson and Blake Tollett concerning
short term rentals. Tollett, member of the West Austin
Neighborhood Group, stated that the City’s Planning
Commission created a working group to discuss short
term rentals (STRs), which has proposed new regulations.
The regulations make a distinction between homesteaded
STRs, where the owner is renting their primary residence
(or accessory unit) for short periods of time, and commer-
cial STRs, where the property owner uses the property
solely for rentals year round. Tollet claims that commer-
cial STRs is a use prohibited by City Code, the way it is
currently written. City Code defines “residential prop-
erty” as being utilized on a “non-transient basis” and
“transient” is defined as utilized for less than 30 days, ex-
cept in the case of bed & breakfasts. A resolution has been
crafted by ANC, which recommends that homesteaded
STRs should be allowed (and can be rented up to 60 days
per year) while commercial STRs should be prohibited.

Next Helen, a resident of Southwood, spoke empha-
sizing that fewer residents and increased commercial
home usage leads to changes in the community, such as
fewer families with children to attend the neighborhood
schools and fewer registered voters to determine district
outcomes. Helen continued by informing the meeting of
further problems: proper taxation of these STRs is not col-
lected, there is no manager on the premises, there is no
check of identification and there is no Code enforcement.
At this time there are about 500 STRs in Austin, despite
only 66% hotel occupancy. Apartment rental is at 98% so
those STRs could provide for long-term renters.

Maurice Anderson, a member of the Allandale
Neighborhood Association, continued by stating that a
neighboring property to his has been turned into a STR.
His experience is that approximately 500 people have uti-
lized the STR in the last 14 months. He urged Hyde Park
to ask City Council to place a moratorium on new STRs.
Questions followed regarding taxation - state law re-
quires STRs to pay hotel occupancy tax. The possibility
of “grandfathering” existing STRs has been recommend-
ed by the Planning Commission working group, if the
proprietors are current on paying their hotel occupancy
taxes. However, the ANC's resolution states that “grand-
fathering” is not an option because this usage is not
within City Code.

Deirdre Earls, a STR owner of a property on Avenue
D made comments in opposition to the ANC resolution.
She stated that Zilker Neighborhood Association voted
against the ANC resolution. She also stated that she is not
an absentee landlord and insists on leasing requirements
in her STRs that are more strict than can be provided in
a long-term lease. A man from Houston who owns a STR
also spoke against the ANC resolution. Karen McGraw
mentioned that the City has not upheld its own Codes,
nor will it enforce the Codes. She quoted the definition
that zoning is “not of people but of property.”

Continued on page 20
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MORE

THAN GREEN:

BLUE
GREEN

» Be ready: one inch of rain on a
2,000 sq. ft. roof yields about
1250 gallons

» Austin rainwater harvesting rebate
repays up to 50%, up to $5,000

» Reuse up to 400 gallons of grey
water per day to irrigate

» Save 25-75% of total water costs

SLUEGOLD

ENGINEERING

Residential and commercial
water reuse and rainwater solutions

BLUEGOLDENGINEERING.BIZ
512.944.0677

iy
¥
BARTLETT.

BECAUSE FULL, HEALTHY TREES
MAKE FOR FULL, HEALTHY LIVES.

The trees and shrubs that shade us and grow along with us are
valuable assets that deserve care and protection. For over
100 years, we've led both the science and services that make
your landscape thrive. No matter the size or scope of
your tree and shrub care needs, our experts provide you with
a rare mix of local service, global resources and innovative
practices. Trees add so much value to our lives. And Bartlett
adds even more value to your trees.

BARTLETT

For the life of your trees.
PRUNING FERTILIZATION PEST & DISEASE MANAGEMENT REMOVAL

CALL 877 BARTLETT 877.227.8538 OR VISIT BARTLETT.COM

November Meeting Minutes...
...cont’d from page 18

The fourth item of business was a presentation by
Ari Witkin regarding the Austin Marathon. Ari reminded
the meeting that the Austin Marathon will be held Febru-
ary 19, 2012 on a route similar to previous years, closing
southbound Duval from 8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Although ap-
proximately 20,000 runners and an equal number of
spectators are expected to participate, those running
through Hyde Park number about 6,500. Although traffic
complications will occur on race day, please check <www.
youraustinmarathon.com> for maps of closures and de-
tours. Northbound Duval will remain open, Lamar Blvd.
will be open, and drivers can use Westover & 29th Street
to reach MoPac. Officers will direct traffic at intersections
as they have in the past, and 311 will also be available for
directions. Anything else and any complications can be ad-
dressed by Ari, 476-7223, or <ari@youraustinmarathon.
com>. Wanda Penn described past difficulties with this run
through the neighborhood and she encouraged the race of-
ficials to learn from each other to improve this race and all
the races in town. Catherine Moore also mentioned the in-
terruption of bus service in years past being an issue. Ari
stated that although race staff have met with Capital Met-
ro, they have the last word on providing bus service.

Crime - The trial of accused tire slasher, Tommy Kel-
ley, began on Nov. 7th and resumes Tuesday, Nov. 8th at
8:30 a.m. Mr. Kelley is acting as his own attorney. Some
neighbors attended the beginning of the trial and many
were subpoenaed. Tommy Kelley currently remains in
Del Valle jail.

Graffiti - Pete Gilcrease is the new chairperson of the
Graffiti Committee. Neighbors commented that a call to
911 can lead to quick graffiti removal. Dorothy Richter
mentioned that graffiti was found on many “4 Way” in-
tersections signs.

General Updates - Linda McLellan of Avenue G
has applied for a historic home designation. She pre-
sented her case 9-26-11, and had unexpected opposition
from a neighbor. She requested that neighbors assist her
with information regarding exterior changes, so she can
strengthen her case. Linda has been working with Karen
McGraw and she emphasized that all changes are in line
with historic design.

Lisa Harris mentioned that the position of Hyde Park
representative to ANC has been vacant and a member of
the neighborhood association is welcome to take it.

The meeting adjourned at 8:31.

— Ashley Schweickart,
HPNA Co-Secretary

A

Hyde Park has a fascinating history

Austin’s Hyde Park... the first 50 years 1891-1941
by Sarah Sitton and Thad Sitton

Pick up a copy at the Avenue B Grocery
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204 east 41st at red river | open november
walk in or call ahead 492-8400
facebook.com/birdsbarbershop

shortcut 19 mideut 25  ladybird 39 kidecut 17 buzzeut 15 color 50+
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Individualized acupuncture

community treatments in a quiet group setting

ACUPUNCTURE

& herbs

§15 to $35 sliding scale

300 W. Huntland Drive | Austin, TX 78752
At the corner of Airport Blvd. and Huntland Drive

CAHaustin.com | 512.861.8161

Serving the heart of Austin

WWW.

Sunday

Wednesday

WoMEN OWNED AND OPERATED
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL
GREAT QUALITY AND AFFORDABLE
EXCELLENT CUSTOMER SERVICE
Eco-FRIENDLY AND FuLLY INSURED

LA A=1954)
www.GWYNDOWS.com

FOR (4
FREE ESTINATE)

Help Wipe Out Hyde
Park Graffiti

My name is Pete Gilcrease and I'm the new graf-
fiti coordinator for Hyde Park and I'd love to
have your help to keep our neighborhood graffi-

ti free. I'm organizing volunteers that would like to
help spray paint over or remove graffiti in any area
of Hyde Park. You can claim as small or as large of
an area that you want. It could be just a block or a
side of a street around your own home. I know peo-
ple are busy, so you can decide for yourself how often
that you clean the graffiti in that area and how much
time you devote to it. There’s no pressure and it can
be a lot of fun. Even a little help goes a long way. I'd
be more than happy to train you in what you need to
know in order to remove graffiti and even help you
acquire the supplies that you need. Please contact
me at pgilcrease@gmail.com or 817-313-3896 if this is
something that you would like to help with. Thank
you for your help keeping our neighborhood clean!

— Dete Gilcrease,
HPNA Graffiti Coordinator

Clean Up After Your Dog
Signs available!

ou may recognize these signs | ¢ )
Yposted around the neighbor- Pleace
hood. If you'd like to have one for Clean up
your yard, please contact me di- after your

rectly at annsgraham@gmail.com
or 458-8096 and arrange to col-
lect one. One sign and stand is $5,
which pays HPNA back for the
cost of production. IT'S THE LAW
. MAX. FINE $500
A special note for dog owners |{

dog ¢

o IR

CiTY CODE 3-3-7

and dog walkers! It's important
(and lawful) to clean up after your dog. While you're
at it, please carry the dog waste home and deposit it
in your own trash can, not those of your neighbors.
Some neighbors don’t need to take their trash out ev-
ery week, and even if they did, it's not courteous to
leave your dog’s refuse in someone else’s can.
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