
	 When:	 7:00 p.m. 	
	 	 Monday, January 9, 2012 
	 Where:	 Trinity United Methodist Church 
	 	 4001 Speedway
Note:	   HPNA general meetings usually 	 	
take place on the first Monday of each month.

January, 2012 • National Register District Neighborhood • Vol. 38, No. 1

H Y D E       P A R K .

The Hyde Park 
Neighborhood 
Association Pecan

Press
Pecan
Press

January 
Meeting

HPNA General Meeting  
Agenda for Jan 9th

	 Presentation of HPNA 2012 Budget 
(vote likely)

	 Resolution on Mixed-Use Corridor 
(vote likely)

	 Resolution on East 43rd Street 
Development (vote likely)

	 Resolution on Bruning Sidewalk 
(vote likely) 

	 Presentation on Energy Conservation 
Program by Texas Gas Service

	 Update on the Hancock Golf Course

Continued on page 5

 Earlier this year AISD, put 
Baker School and the Admin-
istration building on W. 6th up 
for bids in an effort to raise reve-
nue. The district offered Baker at 
a minimum bid of $7.5 million. 
The district received two bids -
- one from Bula Lewis Farms, LP 
in the amount of $8.1 million, 
and one from Hyde Park Histor-
ic Properties, LLC in the amount 
of $7.8 million. The proposed uses 
were unknown. The property is 
appraised by Travis CAD much 
lower than surrounding property, 
but some sources estimate its value 
at $10-15 million.

 The Hyde Park Neighborhood 
Plan recommends returning Bak-
er to academic uses. HPNA passed 
a resolution requesting Baker not 
be sold but leased if necessary. Sev-
eral neighbors testified at AISD 
Board meetings and many neigh-
bors wrote letters asking for Baker, 
not only Hyde Park’s original 
school, but its largest civic space, 
not to be sold. Baker School holds 
many memories for neighbors and 
others in Austin who attended 
school there and embodies much 

Baker School Not to be Sold!

On December 12, The AISD Board of Trustees approved 
the recommendation to reject all bids submitted for the 

purchase of the Baker School. The school, built 100 years 
ago in 1911 for Hyde Park children, and located on Avenue 
B, served as a school to thousands of children from 1911 
until it was converted a few years ago to serve AISD as an 
administrative office space and teacher-training facility for 
the district.

neighborhood history. The build-
ing is a solid masonry structure 
and AISD has spent millions on its 
renovation in recent years.

 As reported by AISD De-
partment of Public Relations & 
Multicultural Outreach:

 “Superintendent Carstar-
phen explained that the district 
considered several factors in 
recommending that the bids be 
rejected. If the property were 
sold, the cost of moving staff 
and equipment to another lo-
cation would be approximately 
$3.1 million, leaving a net re-
turn of $5 million for the first 
bid and $4.7 million for the sec-
ond bid. After expenses, this 
one-time profit for the dis-
trict would be offset by the cost 
of leasing another facility in 
approximately four years. Re-
taining the property would offer 
flexibility for housing future ac-
ademic options aligned to the 
Strategic Plan and Board pri-
orities. Finally, it is likely that 
the BAC property will contin-
ue to increase in value. Keeping 

Looking Back at 
the 2011 Hyde Park 
Holiday Party 

The Hyde Park Holiday 
Party is now just a 

memory with a lasting 
impression. Our neighbors, 
volunteers, friends and public 
servants are all interesting, 
interested, considerate 
and giving people. It was 
wonderful to meet new 
neighbors and connect again 
with those working together 
to create and sustain our 
community.

Many thanks to Charlotte Her-
zele for opening her home to host 
the 2011 Hyde Park Holiday Par-
ty. No doubt, many people came to 
celebrate the holidays together as 
well as admire the beautiful, serene 
home and festive setting created by 
Charlotte.  Thank you, Charlotte. 

The party focus for 2011 
highlighted the importance of vol-
unteers who worked throughout 

Continued on page 8
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P. O Box 49427 • Austin, TX 78765
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— HPNA Officers/Steering Committee —
President  
• Lisa Harris <Ljharrisus@yahoo.com>................................. 420-0652
Co-Vice Presidents 
• John Williams <jawilli@grandecom.net>  
• Lorre Weidlich <lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com>
• Dorothy Richter
Co-Secretaries • Ashley Schweikart • Claire de Young
Co-Treasurers • PO Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765
• I.J. Aarons <ijaarons@aol.com> 
• Lynne Hohlfeld <lhohlfeldcpa@yahoo.com>
Additional Steering Committee Members: • Mark Fishman  
• Stan Kozinsky • Eric Stumberg • John Moore • David Conner  
• Kevin Heyburn • Michael Nill
HPNA Committee/Task Forces (w/chairs)
AISD •	  .................................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Alley Coordinator • Carol Burton, <sky2wash@austin.rr.com>
Austin Neighborhoods Council Rep. Ellen Williams, <anc_rep@yahoo.com>
Beautification 	• Robin Burch <robinburch@gmail.com>..  (903) 780-5275
Children’s Programs • ....................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Church/Neighborhood Liaison • Niyata Spelman, 3802 Ave. F.	459-8349
Communications/Web • Robin Silberling, <robin@wcook.org>	452-1783
Crime & Safety • Heather Freeman, <hdozierfreeman@yahoo.com>
Development Review • David Conner <daypaycon@yahoo.com>
Finance • David Conner <daypaycon@yahoo.com>
Graffiti Patrol • Pete Gilcrease <pgilcrease@gmail.com>....817-313-3896 
Homes Tour • David Conner <daypaycon@yahoo.com>  
                      •Lorre Weidlich <lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com>
Membership • Jim & Eileen Genevro, <jgenevro@earthlink.net>	401-3803
Neighborhood Planning • Karen McGraw, 4315 Ave. C .............459-2261
Local Historic District • ..................................................................inactive
Shipe Park • Mark Fishman, <mlfishman@gmail.com>...............656-5505
Social • Deaton Bednar, <deatonbednar@grandecom.net>...........................
Transportation .................................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Tree Preservation • JP Moore, <johnpaulmoore@austin.rr.com> 	789-7025
Triangle Development • Cathy Echols, 4002 Ave. C....................206-0729
Zoning • Dorothy Richter, 3901 Ave. G.........................................452-5117

HPNA Steering Committee
Committee 
Mark Fishman	.....................................................................(2010-2012)
Stan Kozinsky <kozinsky@swbell.net>.............................(2010-2012)
Eric Strumberg....................................................................(2010-2012)
John Paul Moore.................................................................(2010-2012)
Michael Nill	 .....................................................................(2011-2013)
Kevin Heyburn....................................................................(2011-2013)
David Conner <daypaycon@yahoo.com> .. (immediate past president)

From the President’s Desk:

A big thanks to Ellen Williams for agreeing to serve as our representative to Austin 
Neighborhoods Council.  She participated in the Austin Neighborhoods Council meeting 

in late November and I was very impressed by her thorough preparation and thoughtful 
questions. I already can tell that she will represent Hyde Park very well!

Pecan Press
The Pecan Press is published monthly

by the Hyde Park Neighborhood Association in Austin, Texas.
Note: Each month’s ad and editorial deadline is 

the 15th of month preceding publication.

Editor 
Paul Kamprath <pecaneditor@gmail.com>

Editor Emeritus 
Grant Thomas 450-0464 <hgrantthomas@gmail.com>

Poetry Editor 
Charlotte Herzele <herzele@gmail.com>

Crime & Safety Chairman 
Heather Freeman <hdozierfreeman@yahoo.com>

Production Manager/Advertising Director
Robert M. Farr 731-0617 <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>

Mail Ad Payments to:  
Lynne Hohlfeld P.O. Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765

Mail Ad Artwork to:
Robert M. Farr <bobfarr@austin.rr.com> 
7500 Chelmsford Dr. Austin,TX 78736

Distribution Coordinator
Rimas Remeza • 4105 Ave. F • 371-3158 

 <rimasx@yahoo.com>

Area Coordinators
North of 45th/West of Duval • Pam Dozler......................... 458-8927
North of 45th/East of Duval • Jay Gerard & Carrie Laughlin 	371-1546
South of 45th/West of Speedway • Robert Morris & Kathryn Kotrla...	
	  .................................................................................. 371-7246
South of 45th/East of Speedway • Martha Campbell.......... 452-2815

Contributors
Glen Alyn, Candy Gray Becker, Cynthia Beeman, Laurence Becker, Deaton 
Bednar, Mary Collins Blackmon, Steve Bratteng , George Bristol, Sharon 
Brown, Lewis Brownlow, Amon Burton, Martha Campbell, Inga Marie 
Carmel, Josephine Casey, Nicole Caspers, Kitty Clark, Betsy Clubine, 
Elsy Cogswell, Carol Cohen Burton, William Cook, Susan Crites Krumm, 
Celeste Cromack, Herb Dickson, Avis Davis, Don Davis, Luci Davis, 
Pam Dozler, Cathy Echols, Mark Fishman, Fred Florence, Merle Franke, 
Gregory Free, Nadia Freeman, Larry Freilich, Eugene George, Mary Carolyn 
George, Barbara Gibson, Larry Gilg, Susan Gilg, Ann S. Graham, Carolyn 
E. Grimes, Wouter Habraken, Lisa Harris, Anne Hebert, Ben Heimsath, 
Albert Huffstickler, Cynthia Janis, Liz Jones, Paul Kamprath, John Kerr, 
Susan Kerr, Bo Kersey, Susan Kirk, Dennis Lensing, Liz Lock, Karen 
McGraw, Sharon Majors, Jason Mann, Libby Malone, Alan Marburger, 
Peter Maxson, Brook Meggs, Elaine Meenehan, Fred Meredith, Susan 
Moffat, John Paul Moore, Jack Nokes, Jill Nokes, Wren Nokes Willeford, 
Wanda Penn, Cecil Pennington, Linda Pennington, Peter Pfeiffer, Dorothy 
Richter, Walter Richter, Kristen De La Rosa, Steve Sadowsky, Mark 
Sainsbury, Jessica Salinas, Mary Lou Serafine, Cathy Short, Sarah Sitton, 
Thad Sitton, Clay Smith, Niyianta Spelman, Jenna Stephens, Julie Strong, 
Kathleen Strong, Grant Thomas, Debbie Trammell, Rollo Treadway, Lao 
Tzu, Jennifer Vickers, Katie Vignery, Sandra Villalaz-Dickson, Lorre 
Weidlich, Adam Wilson, Hanna Wiseman Jacobs, Joe Wiseman, Sue 
Young, Hermelinda Zamarripa.

what you saw in December; the 
amended resolution and the other 
two resolutions we will consider 
this month are printed on pages 6 
and 7 of this issue. We expect that 
a stakeholder meeting regarding 
43rd and Duval will be held during 
the first week of January. When 
that has been scheduled the day, 
time, and location of the meeting 
will be published on our website 
and sent out to the Hyde Park 
Austin discussion group and the 
HPNA-notice google group.

 A Ridgetop neighbor has 
requested that we amend the 
language in the mixed-use corridor 
resolution that reads, “HPNA 
is opposed to the designation 
of 51st Street or 38th Street 
between I-35 and Guadalupe 
Street as a “mixed-use corridor,” 
“transportation corridor,” or any 
similar designation.” Her request 
was that we exclude the portion of 
51st Street that is within Ridgetop, 
most especially the portion that 
is between Airport and I-35. I 
think it would be a good idea to 
amend the resolution to weigh 
in only on the portions of the 
roadways that directly adjoin 
Hyde Park rather than the larger 
portions currently described in 
the resolution. While residents 
of surrounding neighborhoods 
share our dissatisfaction with 
the term “mixed-use corridor,” 
there is not universal agreement 
that all similar designations are 
unsatisfactory.

The trial closure of Bruning 
Avenue has concluded and I expect 
that the road will have reopened 
by the time you read this. 

The primary purpose of the 
closure was to mitigate congestion 
on 51st Street. The Transportation 
Department did not find that the 
closure resulted in significant 
reduction in congestion. Gary 
Schatz, Assistant Director for 
Transportation Management, 
directed in early December that 
within two or three weeks from 
that date the following three 
changes would occur:

Continued on following page 

This month we will vote 
on the resolution regarding 
changes at 43rd and Duval that 
was printed in the December 
Pecan Press. The resolution 
wording that was printed in the 
December issue may have given 
the impression that we already 
voted on it but that is not the 
case. At the December steering 
committee meeting, we voted to 
amend the wording slightly from 
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More Meetings 
Scheduled in 
January

1. The temporary closures at ei-
ther end of Bruning Avenue 
will be removed and the inter-
sections returned to previous 
conditions. The traffic signal at 
E. 51st Street, Duval, and Brun-
ing will be returned to normal 
operation and the crosswalks 
revised to reflect the five-
legged condition.

2. Two speed humps (not speed 
cushions) will be installed 
along Bruning  Avenue prior to 
the removal of the temporary 
closures.

3. The temporary devices, turn 
prohibitions, and traffic signal 
at E. 51st  Street and Clarkson 
will be removed. Two-way stop 
control will be reinstalled with 
Clarkson traffic stopping for E. 
51st Street traffic.
 One frequent complaint that 

Northfield neighbors raised when 
they argued that Northfield should 
remain closed to through traffic 
was that having so much traffic 
(much of it speeding) on a road 
without curbs or sidewalks causes 
difficulties for pedestrians. The 
purpose of the Bruning sidewalk 
resolution on the agenda for 
this month is to communicate to 
Northfield and the North Loop 

Send in your articles, letters, and photos (but not your 
poetry*) by the 15th of each month to:

	 Editor, Pecan Press
	 <pecaneditor@gmail.com>

*Send your poems to: 
	 Charlotte Herzele
	 <herzele@gmail.com>

We Welcome Your Submissions to Pecan Press

Note: The Pecan Press will not publish unsigned/unattributed poetry. All poems (even if written under a pen 
name) must carry a name and address or phone number for identification and verification purposes.

HPNA Membership Info

All memberships expire on September 30th 
of each year. 

�
Membership in HPNA is open to all 
residents aged 18 years or older who reside 
within the boundaries of Hyde Park or 
within 300 feet of the designated 
boundaries.  

�
New members, and members who lapse in 
dues for over six months, are eligible to 
vote at HPNA meetings 30 days after 
receipt of dues.

—	 Lisa Harris	
HPNA President	
<Ljharrisus@yahoo.com>

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association Enrollment         2011-12 Membership

Name  ______________________________________________ Phone ___________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________                                                                                

   I wish to be notified via email of HPNA meetings and events.

Email ____________________________________________________

Dues (per person)

  Standard - $5/year       Senior Citizen- $1/year

  New Member       Renewing Member

Payment:   Check        Cash  Date ____________

All memberships expire on September 30th of each year.  

Bring to an HPNA 
meeting, or send to: 

HPNA Membership
P.O. Box 49427
Austin, Texas  78765

Make checks payable to HPNA.   

Planning Team that if they choose 
to lobby for sidewalks to be 
added to any portion of that street 
that we will advocate in favor if 
asked. If we adopt that resolution, 
I will send it to Northfield 
Neighborhood Association and the 
North Loop Planning Team so that 
they will know that they can call 
on us for support.

 Seth Johnson has suggested 
we might also express support for 
a crosswalk on 51st Street in the 
vicinity of Ridgetop Elementary. 
I think that is a good idea; we 
should probably contact Northfield 
in the near future and see whether 
this is something they are working 
to accomplish and, if so, what their 
thoughts are on the best location 
for a crosswalk.

 Finally, thanks to the Austin 
Independent School District’s 
Board of Trustees for their 
December 12th unanimous vote 
not to accept either of the bids for 
Baker School!

•	The Hyde Park Contact 
Team will have its quarterly 
meeting on Monday, January 
23rd, 7 PM,  at the Trinity 
United Methodist Church, 
4001 Speedway.

•	A special HPNA and Han-
cock meeting to discuss the 
Hyde Park Plaza project at 
43rd & Duval will occur on 
January 5th, 7 PM, at the 
Trinity United Methodist 
Church, 4001 Speedway.

Courtesy of Craig Farquhar
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When is a Cedar Tree  
Not a Cedar Tree?

When it’s growing here in central Texas. 
Those folks around here suffering 

from “cedar fever” are several thousand 
miles from where cedar trees grow natively. 
What is causing those watery eyes and runny 
noses is not pollen from cedar trees but that 
from juniper trees. In this area there are two 
species of Juniperus: J. ashei and J. virginiana. 

 The Ashe juniper is found mainly on the west of 
Austin, while the other type is found toward the east. 
Generally the eastern juniper is thought to resemble a 
“Christmas tree” shape, while the Ashe juniper is a bit 
more shrub-like. With a hand lens you could examine 
the small, scale-like leaves to tell them apart: J. ashei 
has minute teeth along the edges, while J. virginiana 
has smooth leaf edges.

 True cedars in the genus, Cedrus, are native to the 
Mediterranean region and the western Himalaya. The 
flag of Lebanon features one of these trees.

It was a somewhat common practice that as plants 
and animals were encountered in the Americas hav-
ing some resemblance to those in the “old world” 
they were given the same name. Our “cedar” trees 
have a similar appearance to those in the Mediterra-
nean area, and they also have very rot resistant and 
aromatic wood. Cedar chests were used to store cloth-
ing because the fragrant wood tended to repel insects 
that might harm the clothing items – particularly 
those made of wool.

Junipers are a type of conifer: plants having cones; 
botanically referred to as strobili. These cones produce 
either pollen or seeds, and there are separate plants 

Juniper tree releasing a cloud of pollen

http://www.austintreeexperts.com
http://www.meadormassage.com
http://www.amorealways.com
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A unique  per spec t ive  on 
archi t ec tura l & inter ior  de s ign

renovat ions . addi t ions . new cons t ruc t ion
mater ia l  s e l e c t ions . co lor  pa le t t e s. . .

512.657.8238
mart inhousede s igns . com

M A R T I N H O U S E D E S I G N S

with either pollen-producing cones or seed-produc-
ing ones. Often these are called “male” and “female” 
trees, respectively.

Unlike many flowering plants that attract insect 
or other animals to move the pollen from one plant to 
its seed-forming counterpart, junipers produce pro-
digious amounts of pollen that are released into the 
atmosphere to be carried by wind. When we breathe 
in air during the time the trees are releasing pollen, 
many of us show signs of an allergic response: watery 
eyes, runny nose, sneezing, etc.

The time frame for juniper pollen release starts as 
early as mid-November and runs into the middle of 
February.

Our immune system is a wonderful thing that 
protects us from all sorts of nasty things, but, as we 
mentioned in a recent Pecan Press article about rag-
weed, one cost of such protection is that it is activated 
even by some harmless things like pollen. While hay 
fever or cedar fever are quite unpleasant, we are bet-
ter off having a system that is a little too protective 
than not having a good one.

You probably are aware of the things called juni-
per berries; botanically speaking these are not berries 
but one-seeded, fleshy strobili. Juniper berries are 
what give gin its distinctive flavor; furthermore the 
name gin is derived from the name of this plant in 
French. Before you ask: there is no evidence that 
drinking gin will inoculate you against the ravages 
of cedar/juniper fever; but I guess you could give it a 
shot.

—	 der Brat

Baker School Not to be Sold...­
­		 		    …cont’d from page 1

the property would allow the district to place the 
property on the market at a more advantageous 
time in the future.”

Thanks to everyone who contacted the Board. At 
least this unfortunate idea is off the table for now! 
We all know that in Hyde Park, Austin’s model and 
“complete” neighborhood, that nothing is safe from 
being threatened, cut, closed, removed or irrevocably 
harmed! But for now, we still have Baker School.

—	 Karen McGraw

Pecan Press is on-line at
<www.austinhydepark.org>

http://www.martinhousedesigns.com
http://www.austinhydepark.org
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Hyde Park Handyman
Big or Small, We Do it All

PETE REED

20 Years Experience
Free Estimates
(512) 736-6539

Ed
uc
at

ing
the

futur
e leaders of the creative class

College Prep, Fine Arts
Open House Feb 2nd 6pm

www.griffinschool.org

Resolution in Opposition to  
Mixed–Use Corridors in Imagine  
Austin Plan Draft

 Whereas, In Chapter 4, the September 26, 2011 
draft of the Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan 
describes a Growth Concept Map which “focuses 
new development in mixed-use corridors and centers 
accessible by walking, bicycling, and transit as well as 
by car”; and

 Whereas, Numerous smaller streets, including 
but not limited to 51st Street and 38th Street, have 
been classified as mixed-use corridors in this draft of 
the plan; and

 Whereas, In response to clarification of what this 
would mean for those streets, planner Greg Claxton 
indicated, “Despite the name, we don’t interpret 
this designation as requiring a change in future 
land use maps or zoning to include more mixed-use 
entitlements”; and

 Whereas, In 2006 the City of Austin established 
vertical mixed use and initiated a time-intensive opt 
in/opt out process that asked residents and property 
owners to look at each property along certain 
corridors in the city and identify the properties suited 
to vertical mixed use; and

 Whereas, Subchapter E of Chapter 25-2 of the 
City Code defines Mixed Use Zoning Districts, 
including Mixed Use Combining Districts and Vertical 
Mixed Use Overlay Districts; and

 Whereas, In numerous neighborhood plans 
stakeholders have examined and addressed the 
question of where mixed use should be located; and

 Whereas, The proposed new term “mixed-use 
corridor” closely resembles the terms above which 
are already in use but is proposed to mean something 
different from what those established terms convey; 
now, therefore, be it

 Resolved, That HPNA is opposed to the use of 
roadway terminology in the comprehensive plan that 
is the same as, or similar enough to be confused with, 
land use terminology used in the zoning regulations; 
and, be it further

 Resolved, That HPNA is opposed to the 
designation of 51st Street or 38th Street between I-
35 and Guadalupe Street as a “mixed-use corridor,” 
“transportation corridor,” or any similar designation.

Votes Likely on  
Three Resolutions

The following resolutions will be 
considered for adoption at our 

January general meeting. For additional 
information on the resolutions see “From 
the President’s Desk” on page 2. 

http://www.griffinschool.org
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Roots to Leaves
Personal Chef Services | Chef Elizabeth Crepeau

www.RootsToLeaves.com
222-9622 | ecrepeau@gmail.com

Specializing in Vegan, 
Macrobiotic, Engine 2, 

and Allergen-Free Cuisines

Resolution in Favor of 43rd & Duval 
Streets Intersection and Safety 
Improvements

 The Hyde Park Neighborhood Association 
resolves that the Hyde Park Plaza project indicating 
reverse angle parking on Duval Street, relocation of 
public sidewalks, pedestrian crosswalks on Duval 
and E. 43rd streets, outdoor seating areas, bicycles 
lanes and parking, and alignment of parking lot 
driveways on E. 43rd has our support. We request 
that the City of Austin seek funding for this project as 
soon as possible to improve the safety of pedestrians, 
cyclists, and motorists in this heavily traveled 
local intersection and to foster outdoor seating and 
community use.

Draft Resolution in Support of 
Sidewalk for Bruning Avenue

 Whereas, The City of Austin Transportation 
Department is reopening Bruning Avenue to through 
traffic; and

 Whereas, Northfield residents have expressed 
concern about difficulties an absence of sidewalks 
causes for pedestrians when there is significant car 
traffic on Bruning; and

 Whereas, Sidewalks along Bruning would benefit 
Hyde Park residents who walk in that area; now, 
therefore, be it

 Resolved, That Hyde Park Neighborhood 
Association is in support of efforts by Northfield 
Neighborhood Association and North Loop 
Neighborhood Plan Contact Team to bring sidewalks 
to Bruning Avenue.

http://www.rootstoleaves.com
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PIANO LESSONS
ANGELO LEMBESIS

EDUCATOR, PERFORMER, COMPOSER

• M.M. UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS

• TEN YEARS EXPERIENCE TEACHING 

• CLOSE TO BRENTWOOD ELEMENTARY

Web: www.pianobyangelo.com

Phone: 817.403.3409

Avery 5371

Pecan Press is on-line at
<www.austinhydepark.org>

the year for Hyde Park. Lisa Harris, HPNA president, 
recapped the year and expressed our appreciation for 
the volunteer support we receive. Lisa also introduced 
Congressman Lloyd Doggett, State Representative El-
liott Naishtat and County Constable Bruce Elfant who 
work for and support Hyde Park.  

Jim Genevro welcomed our guests again this year 
and reported that 161 adults and 20 children attended. 
Jay Aarons served again as the bartender and for the 
first time, the children were entertained with activities 
relating to Hanukkah. Elise Krentzel led the children’s 
activities and provided imported chocolate. Liz Lock 
photographed the event for us.  

And our neighbors are great cooks. We had mar-
velously delicious desserts to accompany the feast 
prepared by NeWorlDeli. 

Because of your generosity to the troubled chil-
dren at Helping Hand Home, their holidays were 
a little brighter. Linda Pennington delivered all the 
gifts and contributions from you to the children at the 
Home. Thank you. 

Linda van Bavel speaks of the difference between 
a neighborhood and a community and that we have 
a community. Our community includes not only our 
neighbors but also our volunteers, friends and public 
servants. Life in the Hyde Park community is good. 

2012 brings more opportunities for us to come to-
gether as a community. I hope to see you at each and 
every event. 

—	 Deaton Bednar,  	
<deatonbednar@grandecom.net>, 
371.3762

 

Holiday Party Recap...­
­		 		    …cont’d from page 1

HPNA President Lisa Harris reviews HPNA accomplishments for 2011 
with Congressman Lloyd Doggett (right).  Photo by Liz Lock.

http://www.creaturecom.com
http://www.pianobyangelo.com
http://www.austinhydepark.org
http://www,garthconstruction.com
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Hyde Park Specialist

Sam Archer
Broker | Realtor®, Juice Homes LLC

512.633.4650
Sam@ArcherAustin.com
www.JuiceHomes.com

and Resident

Sam is a Hyde Park enthusiast and has been living and investing in Hyde 
Park since 1995.

Sam	is	a	graduate	of	Harvard	and	the	LBJ	School	and	is	a	Certified									
Negotiation Expert®

Call Sam if you are considering selling .  It makes a difference 
when your Realtor® knows what is happening in our real estate market.

Helping clients buy and sell in 
Austin with integrity and 

unparalleled representation

EXPAND AND CONNECT
• SOCIAL GATHERINGS •

• FRIDAY NIGHT FILMS •

• COFFEE AND CROISSANTS •

• MUSEUM OUTINGS • 

• SPANISH COOKING CLASSES •E

Enrolling for 
Winter Classes
PURCHASE ONE 8 WEEK SESSION, 
BRING A FRIEND FOR 

FREE
Expires 1/27/12

OPEN HOUSE WED. JANUARY 11TH, 5:30-8PM
NEW SESSION START DATE: JANUARY 17TH

WHAT IS YOUR NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTON? 

Like us on Facebook

710 E. 41st St., Austin, TX 78751
www.FreestyleLanguageCenter.com

512.296.9558

LEARN: SPANISH, FRENCH OR       ESL!New

Farewell to a Historic Home

THE BRADFORD-NOHRA HOUSE, 1909-2011, located on the 
Southeast corner of Avenue G and 43rd Street in Hyde Park. 1937 
photograph courtesy of Annie Bettie Herren.

Hyde Park has a fascinating history
Austin’s Hyde Park... the first 50 years 1891-1941 

by Sarah Sitton and Thad Sitton

Pick up a copy at the Avenue B Grocery

http://www.juicehomes.com
http://www.freestylelanguagecenter.com
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Clotilde Shipe’s 
Schoolwork Survives All 
These Years

In the many boxes I found in the attic of 
the William T. and Valerie Mansbendel 

Williams House, I found two handwritten 
English papers penned by Clotilde Shipe. 
This is the first of two.

Clotilde Shipe was the daughter of Colonel Mon-
roe Shipe, the wife of Peter Mansbendel, and the 
mother of Mrs. Valerie Williams. Clotilde was born in 
1881 and died in 1963.  She was a junior in high school 
when she penned this paper.

Her high school teacher made some corrections in 
red pencil, but I typed exactly what Clotilde wrote in 
her longhand.

—	 David Conner
 

A Journey
By Clo Shipe, High Junior

November 23, 1897

In June 1891, our family consisting of mamma, brother, 
and myself, left Austin, on a trip to my sisters’ and brother 
in the East.

We took the Missouri, Kansas and Texas trains for St. 
Louis.  When we arrived at St. Louis, we waited two hours; 
and then changed in the Vandalia route which runs from 
St. Louis to Jersey City.  It is one of the fastest routes in the 
United States.

When we arrived at Jersey City, we had to wait about 
an hour for a train to take us to Oak Tree, New Jersey.  My 
brother and myself watched the ferry-boats as they went 
back and forth from Jersey City to New York.  There were 
great many people hurrying about; and, I was very much 
confused at the loud talking and the large crowd.

We then took the Lehigh Valley route, which stops at a 
station near my sister’s home.  We reached our destination 
on June twenty-first.  My sister and her husband ran out to 
meet us.  They were pleased to see us, as they had not seen 
mamma in eight years.

My sister lived on a beautiful farm about four miles 
from Plainfield, New Jersey. They have a very large number 
of Jersey cows!  The house was very large and comfort-
able.  Surrounding the house was a fine orchard of cherries, 
peaches, pears, and apples.  They also had a nice vegetable 
garden, and a strawberry bed.  We were very much delight-
ed with the place, and we planned to have a nice time.

Sister had a little dogcart and a black pony, so we went 
riding a great deal.  A few days after we arrived, I became 
acquaintance with some girls.  They asked me if I had seen 
many Indians, as I lived in Texas!  I told them there were 

Continued on following page 

http://www.newworlddeli.com
http://www.tumc.org



Pecan Press — January, 2012 — Page 11 

HybridRealtor@Stanberry.com

Hyde Park Resident & Neighborhood Realtor
Jeff  Baker  512 619-7421 ABOR, REALTOR®
Former State Licensed Appraiser                          Also check out jeffbakerart.biz

R E A L T O R S ®

Stanberry
Associates

In partnership with solesforsouls, I will be donating 200 pairs 
of shoes for those in need with each real estate transaction. 
Check out soles4souls.org to see how you can get involved! 

not any Indians running loose in Texas.  We soon became 
quite intimate with one another and began to make plans 
for riding trips, chestnut hunting, and other amusements.  I 
soon became acquainted with a girl who had a sail-boat and 
a little lake near her home.  We had a delightful time sail-
ing.  We took a great many walks in the woods; and I found 
some pretty flowers and wild cherries.  

In a few days, my sister said she was intended to go to 
New York on a shopping trip. Brother and I went with her 
and we had a nice time.  At Jersey City, we took a ferry-
boat across to New York City. We went to many beautiful 
stores, among which were Macy’s and O’Neill’s.  Sister 
took us to a large doll store where I saw a doll that said the 
Lord’s Prayer. 

As I had a sister living in Jamaica, Long Island, we all 
decided to pay her a visit.  My sister had two little boys, 
and I took them out riding and walking. Sister had a large 
house, and while we were there, she celebrated her wooden 
wedding.  She received a great many wooden presents.

On the way back, we stopped at New York and went 
to Central Park.  I saw a number of different kinds of ani-
mals, among which were monkeys, whales, bears, wild-cats, 
and seals.  We walked through the grounds, saw the obe-
lisks and among the trees, were little lakes. There were some 
swan boats on one of the lakes, and one boat could accom-
modate four persons.  We then took an elevator railway car, 
and went to the Museum of Natural Science.  There, we saw 
many curiosities, stuffed birds, whales, different kinds of 
wood, and rocks, and many other curious things.

The next day, we went to Philadelphia to see my broth-
er and family.  In the afternoon, we went to Bluff Park, and 
played games.  We had a nice time, and then we went to my 
sister Mai’s home.

We began to prepare to go to Paris, Ohio, to visit my 
grandpa and  grandma.  We packed our trunks, prepared 
the lunches, and said goodbuys to our friends.

We boarded the train, and my sister Mai stayed with us 
until the train was about to start.  I felt very sad, and cried a 
good deal. 

When we arrived at Canton, Ohio, we had to ride in a 
freight train to Paris.  I did not enjoy this part of the jour-
ney, as it took such a long time to get there.

We arrived at Paris in safety, and my grandpa was at the 
station.  He was very glad to see us, and he took us to his 
home.  I became acquainted with a great many of my cous-
ins and other relatives. We stayed here about two weeks, 
and then started for home.

We took the train at Canton and arrived at St. Louis, 
where Papa met us. Before we arrived in St. Louis, the train 
broke down, and we were delayed a day.  The rest of the 
journey passed without any accidents.

We arrived home November twenty-fifth, eighteen 
hundred and ninety-one, after having enjoyed ourselves 
very much.

(Transcriber Note: Clotilde Shipe and her family arrived home 
Thanksgiving Day 1891.)

http://www.cgsdb.com
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Hyde Park Neighbors –

Biggs Plumbing, a commercial contractor for 
over 40 years, is now providing residential 
service. 

Consider us for your:
• Kitchen and bath remodeling 
• New tankless water heaters
• Service calls

We live in the neighborhood and understand 
the challenges of older plumbing.  Let us help 
you with your next project.

512–837–5955
service@biggsplumbing.com 

http://www.biggsplumbing.com

TX Masters License M36811

Hazardous Waste 
Collection at Shipe Park
Saturday, February 4th, 8:30 — 11:00 am

On Saturday, February 4th, from 8:30 to 
11:00 am there will be a hazardous waste 

collection at Shipe Park. This event is run by 
high school seniors and is free of charge. 

This is your chance to properly recycle all of the 
automotive fluids, cleaning products, fertilizers, paint, 
pesticides, solvents, light bulbs, and batteries clogging 
up your garage. These items have a higher toxici-
ty than typical household items and are meant to be 
recycled in a special manner, yet many people just 
throw these items away with general trash and recy-
cling, thus plaguing our landfills. For this reason, we 
hope you can participate in our cause.

Our program is called “Clean the Creek” a local 
nonprofit whose primary purpose is to help recycle 
hazardous waste materials. The reason our service is 
so beneficial to residents in your neighborhood is be-
cause Austin’s hazardous waste dump is located very 
far south, near IH-35 and Hwy-71, making it a pain to 
recycle the dangerous materials.

Our group has held several other waste collections 
in surrounding neighborhoods in north Austin. This 
is our first collection in Hyde Park. Usually, we try to 
move around from neighborhood to neighborhood in 
an attempt to recycle as much as possible; but we love 
Hyde Park. It’s practically our home. It wasn’t long 
ago that we spent our summer days biking around 
the avenues with friends. Therefore, collections will 
be held monthly on the first Saturday of the month at 
8:30 a.m until 11a.m at Shipe Park, until we go to col-
lege in August.

—	 Nelson Cole, McCallum High School and
	 Cameron Thum, Liberal Arts and Science 

Academy, LBJ High School
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Lucien, Stirling and Gray  
Advisory Group, Inc. 

How do you define “wealth”? 

Hint:  It’s more than your balance sheet 

Exploring this question and crafting
thoughtful long-term plans

is how we deliver
wealth management services  

in a meaningful, personal way. 

Please give us a call. 

“Life is full of riches. Your relationship with
an advisor should be the same.” 

4005 Guadalupe · Austin, TX  78751 
(512) 458-2517 

www.lsggroup.com 

“Smart Decisions About Serious Money” 

A Registered Investment Advisor providing  
Fiduciary level planning, advice & asset management services 

In Hyde Park since 1992 

http://www.lsggroup.com
http://www.steveinsures.com
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Ellen Peters Estate
4007 Speedway

This Hyde Park Bungalow is filled with

echos of the love and care given by Miss Ellen

Peters over the 70+ years it was her home.  Miss

Peters, who was one of nine sisters, never married,

nor did four of her sisters.  As they aged, she

brought them into her home and managed their

care. She lived to be 95, and her nieces describe

her as the most generous and joyful person they

have ever known.  When asked if she ever tired of

caring for her elderly sisters, she answered “Oh

no, never!  It is my privilege and my joy to be able

to have them here.”

Now that Miss Ellen is gone, her nieces are

selling her house. It needs updating from the

ground up, but it has good bones and spacious

rooms.  The original character is largely intact.

There are three bedrooms and one bath, a generous

living room with a fireplace and built-in

bookshelves, a formal dining room and a breakfast

room with build-in table and china cabinet.  It is

pre-inspected so buyers can see what it needs to

bring it into tip-top shape again.

According to the tax records, the house has

1256 sf of living space.  The 50 x 130 foot lot has

convenient alley access.

The price is $289,000. For an appointment to

see the house call Lin Team.

Lend a Hand to Helping Hand Home

Dear Hyde Park residents:

On behalf of the staff and children at Helping Hand Home for 
Children, thank you for your generosity this holiday season. We 
are so grateful for your many gifts for our children and timely 
monetary donations to help sustain our operations. Since 1925, we 
have called Hyde Park home and are very fortunate to have such 
strong support from our neighbors in the community.

Your gifts are helping children who have suffered the most severe 
abuse and neglect find hope and healing. Prior to arriving at 
Helping Hand Home, many of our children have never had the 
opportunity to celebrate during the holidays, let alone receive gifts. 
You are truly making this season special for them.

With the support of individuals and groups like yours, Helping 
Hand Home is able to offer the highest level of care to children 
who need it most. This year we have seen children like 4-year-old 
Sam feel safe and loved by receiving much needed individualized 
therapy from our highly skilled staff.  We have also seen children 
like 11-year-old Ali believe in herself and discover she has a love for 
horseback riding, math, and gymnastics. 

In this season of hope, we thank you for your trust, generosity, 
and belief in the mission of Helping Hand Home. Please contact us 
if you want to learn more about our services or are interested in 
additional ways to be involved.

—	 Ted Keyser, Executive Director, 
Helping Hand Home, 3804 Ave B, 
Austin TX 78751, 	
512.459.3353

Letters Dept.

Wide angle shot including most of the many neighbors merrily 
attending Hyde Park’s 2011 Holiday Party.  Photo by Liz Lock. 
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1000 E 41st St
Austin, TX 78751

tammy@realtyaustin.com
512.695.6940

tammy younG, realtor ®

& HyDe ParK neiGHBor  

Home marKetinG & Buyer rePresentation
innovative, results-FocuseD

exemPlary customer service
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HYDE PARKHYDE PARKHYDE PARK

more
than green:

blue
green

more
than green:

blue
green

engineering
Residential and commercial

water reuse and rainwater solutions

bluegoldengineering.biz
512.944.0677

 Be ready: one inch of rain on a 
2,000 sq. ft. roof yields about
1250 gallons

 Austin rainwater harvesting rebate 
repays up to 50%, up to $5,000

 Reuse up to 400 gallons of grey 
water per day to irrigate

 Save 25-75% of total water costs

For the life  of  your trees .
pruning  fertilization  pest & disease management  removal
CALL 877 BARTLETT 877.227.8538 OR VISIT BARTLETT.COM

BARTLETT.
BEcAusE fuLL, hEALThy TREEs 

mAkE foR fuLL, hEALThy LivEs.

The trees and shrubs that shade us and grow along with us are 
valuable assets that deserve care and protection. for over 

100 years, we’ve led both the science and services that make 
your landscape thrive. No matter the size or scope of 

your tree and shrub care needs, our experts provide you with 
a rare mix of local service, global resources and innovative 

practices. Trees add so much value to our lives. And Bartlett 
adds even more value to your trees.

Austin’s Sunday Supper

On Sunday, January 15, 2012 from 5:00 
to 7:30 pm, HPNA is partnering with 

Trinity United Methodist Church and several 
other wonderful organizations to hold a 
community discussion about food insecurity. 
Inspired by the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Austin’s Sunday Supper is part of 
a nationwide effort to bring awareness and 
action to pressing social issues.

The national sponsors of America’s Sunday Sup-
per are Hands On Network, Points of Light Institute, 
United Methodist Communications, and the Gener-
al Board of Church & Society of the United Methodist 
Church. Trinity United Methodist Church is hosting 
the Austin event and is partnering with organiza-
tions including HPNA, Hope Food Pantry Austin, 
AHB Community School, Center for Inquiry Austin, 
Theatre Action Project, the Griffin School and Peace 
Through Pie.

Through creating partnerships such as these and 
by sharing ideas and energy, we can all better reach 
those most in need. The event will not have a reli-
gious or political focus; it will be an opportunity for 
open communication about the issue of food insecuri-
ty in our community.
Details:

•	Sunday, January 15 from 5 – 7:30 pm at Trinity 
United Methodist Church, 4001 Speedway.

•	The event will include panelists and a film.
•	The supper part of the evening is inspired by 

Peace Through Pies, so we’ll all be enjoying pies 
of all  kinds – sweet and savory, along with fresh 
greens. 

•	In order to go from talking about the issue to tak-
ing an active role in eliminating hunger we are 
working with the Griffin School, which has set 
aside part of their property to serve as a commu-
nity garden, to have a volunteer garden-building 
event on the afternoon of Monday, January 16th.

Contact: 
<mail@tumc.org>

 --Lisa Harris
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Hyde Park has a fascinating history
Austin’s Hyde Park... the first 50 years 1891-1941 

by Sarah Sitton and Thad Sitton

Pick up a copy at the Avenue B Grocery

Pecan Press Word Find 4
“Texas Towns” by der Brat

       Clues: [# in parentheses is # letters in answer words]
1. Where you are. (6) 
	 ____________________________________________________________
2. Namesake of Texas’ 1st President. (7) 
	 ____________________________________________________________
3. SMU calls it home. (6) 
	 ____________________________________________________________
4. No mountain at the Golden Triangle, much less a pretty one. (8) 
	 ____________________________________________________________
5. Not fully recovered from turn-of-the-century hurricane: i.e. the previous century. (9) 	

____________________________________________________________ 	
6. Since ’74 home to downtown Water Garden. (4,5)
	 ____________________________________________________________
7. Residents call it the “Sparkling City by the Sea” (6,7) 
	 ____________________________________________________________
8. Made famous by Marty Robbins? (2,4)
	 ____________________________________________________________
9. Childhood home of 43rd President. (7)
	 ____________________________________________________________
10. Definitely not a Black Sea port. (6) 
	 ____________________________________________________________
11. Dell headquarters just north of Austin. (5,4) 
	 ____________________________________________________________
12. East Texas town - not a disputed land in the Middle East. (9) 
	 ____________________________________________________________
13. Sounds like a religious bldg. near Ft. Hood. (6) 
	 ____________________________________________________________
14. Where you might find Bears on the field. (4) 
	 ____________________________________________________________
15. Anagram of reload – something you might need to do (6) 
	 ____________________________________________________________
16. As far south as you can go. (11) 
	 ____________________________________________________________
17. Birthplace of Scott Joplin. (9) 
	 ____________________________________________________________
18. Famous for missions – especially one of them. (3,7) 
	 ____________________________________________________________
19. A colorful Panhandle town? (8) 
	 ____________________________________________________________
20. Home of Cowboys, Rangers, Six Flags. (9) 
	 ____________________________________________________________
21. Buddy Holly statue found here. (7) 
	 ____________________________________________________________
22. Headquarters of Frito-Lay and Dr. Pepper. (5) 
	 ____________________________________________________________

Answers on page 18

Joe Zakes

Residential Remodeling
From Additions to Repairs

apcaustin.com

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Start the new year by setting up a complimentary portfolio review.
Call today. 
Alexander F Henley
Financial Advisor
.

4101 Guadalupe Street
Suite 600
Austin, TX 78751
512-323-0060

RAM Austin Property 
Management

Sam Archer 
512.633.4650
info@ramaustin.com
www.ramaustin.com

Hyde Park Owned & Operated 

HYDE PARK NEIGHBORS

Join our Email Newsletter for Exclusive Offers

Delivering Pies To Our

for35 Years!

www.ConansPizza.com

478-5712
603 W 29th

http://www.apcaustin.com
http://www.ramaustin.com
http://www.conanspizza.com
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www.GWYNDOWS.com
 444-1954

Women Owned and Operated

Commercial and Residential

Great Quality and Affordable

Excellent Customer Service

ECO-friendly And Fully Insured

CALL US FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE !

Word Find Answers
1-AUSTIN; 2-HOUSTON; 3-DALLAS; 4-BEAUMONT;  

5-GALVESTON; 6-FORT WORTH; 7-CORPUS CHRISTI;  
8-EL PASO; 9-MIDLAND; 10-ODESSA; 11-ROUND ROCK;  

12-PALESTINE; 13-TEMPLE; 14-WACO; 15-LAREDO;  
16-BROWNSVILLE; 17-TEXARKANA; 18-SAN ANTONIO;  

19-AMARILLO; 20-ARLINGTON; 21-LUBBOCK; 22-PLANO

Hyde Park Poets

Incendies
A film about a brother and sister, whose mother died,
She left them strange requests, 
To find their father, whom they did not know was alive,
And give him a letter,
To find their brother, whom they did not know they had,
And give him a letter,
To bury her naked and face down,
She did not deserve
To be buried properly,
Because she had failed to fulfill a promise,
If the brother and sister did what she asked,
They could bury her properly, facing the sun,

The daughter went, immediately, 
In search of the unknown-of next of kin,
She learned that her mother had been imprisoned,
Tortured, raped, and had given birth, in prison,
She begged, more like ordered, her brother to come,
I need you, she pleaded; they were twins,
So he came to where she was to do his part,

This film has subtitles, translated from French and Arabic,
This film has subtleties, untranslatable, from, or to
Any language, and what they learned, the twins, 
Cannot be described, here,
You, literally, have to see for yourself.

If I had been hammered with this film I could not 
Have been more heavily impacted than I was,
The truth about secrets is that they never stay that way,
Secrets are loaded with intent and desire
To be discovered.

—	 Herzele, 	
6/4/11

http://www.gwyndows.com
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With Grande’s Game-Winning
Triple Plays, you’ll never lose!

“Grande brings a new level of value to the game with
  their bundled services. That’s why I chose Grande.”

http://www.facebook.com/birdsbarbershop


Suzanne Pringle 

REALTOR, Broker 

Cell (512) 217-1047 

pringle@ameliabullock.com 

www.ameliabullock.com 

 Your Hyde Park Real Estate Expert 
If you are considering buying or selling, contact Suzanne Pringle today for a       

complimentary  market  analysis and customized marketing plan for your home       
or investment  property and a current list of properties for sale. 

HYDE PARK HOMES GALLERYHYDE PARK HOMES GALLERYHYDE PARK HOMES GALLERY   

4206 Avenue B 
1925 bungalow located in heart 
of Hyde Park’s historic district. 
3BR, 1BA, open living/dining, 
enclosed utility porch, deck.  
Long leaf pine floors, high ceil-
ings, many recent updates. 

Just Listed at $379,000 

608 East 41st St. 
Artsy & eclectic 1930s home 
overlooking Hancock Golf Course. 
4BR, 3BA, 2LIV & 1DIN plus 
screened-in porch. Two master 
suites. Native gardens. Corner 
lot. 2-car carport. 

Listed at $525,000 

608 East 48th St. 
For Lease - available in January. 
Recently remodeled one-story 
Craftsman home. Open floor plan 
with 3BR, 2.5, 2LIV, 1DIN. At-
tached carport. Fenced yard. 
Appliances included.  

For Lease at $2,950/mo. 

3815 Avenue G  
Recently updated 1920s brick 
home ready for move-in. Over 
2,500 sq ft with 3BR, 3BA, 3LIV, 
2DIN. Hardwood floors, fireplace, 
gourmet kitchen, downstairs 
master suite.  

Listed at $669,000 

800 East 44th Street 
High-end remodel of classic 1941 
Craftsman cottage on corner lot. 
Deluxe gourmet kitchen with 
commercial stainless appliances. 
Spa-like baths. Open floor plan 
with 3BR, 2BA, many upgrades.   

List Price $399,500 

817 East 38th St. 
Traditional all-brick one-story 
home on tree-shaded lot across 
from Hancock Golf Course. 3BR, 
2BA, 2LIV & 2DIN. Family room 
with large wood-burning fireplace 
and built-ins. Two-car  garage. 

List Price $349,000 

503 East 41st Street 
Beautiful 1920 Victorian home on 
oversized lot with pool, patio, 
tree house & chicken coop. 3BR, 
3.5BA, 4LIV, 1DIN. High ceilings, 
stained glass windows, long leaf 
pine floors. Garage & workshop. 

Just Listed at $629,000 

101 West 32nd St. 
1925 brick Tudor Revival style 
home on corner lot in Aldridge 
Place. Updated kitchen and 
baths. Flexible floor plan with 
4BR, 3BA, 2LIV, 1DIN. Fireplace, 
arched windows, French doors. 

Listed at $695,000 

SOLD
 

SOLD
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G 

 

SOLD
 


