
	 When:	 7:00 p.m.  	
	 	 Monday, July 7, 2008 
	 Where:	 Hyde Park United 	
	 	 Methodist Church	
	 	 4001 Speedway
	 Who:	 YOU and your neighbors
	 Note:	 HPNA general meetings usually 	
	take place on the first Monday of each month.
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Meeting

	 Graffiti Abatement Program - 
discussion

	 Preview: “View on Shipe Park” 
homes, 4400 block of Avenue F

See you there!

HPNA General Meeting  
Agenda for July 7th

Restore Hyde Park LLC, elev-
en Hyde Parkers who united to 
purchase and restore the Schenk-
en-Oatman house, presided over 
the recognition of the house as an 
Austin Historic Landmark.  Join-
ing them to celebrate the occasion 
were Representative Elliot Naishtat, 
HPNA President Elaine Meenehan, 
2009 Homes Tour Chair Barbara 
Gibson, Heritage Society of Austin 
representative Lin Team, descen-
dants of the original Schenken 
family and all the interested Hyde 
Parkers who came to view the re-
stored house.

Elaine Meenehan began the cer-
emony by pointing out the need for 
neighborhood preservation. “Today, 
we are saving our historic structures 
one house at a time, and the Schenk-
en-Oatman house is certainly a poster 
child for preservation. But what we 
really need if we are to be successful 
in this endeavor is a local histor-
ic district. In the 1970s, a lot of this 
neighborhood was in ruin. But a few 
forward-thinking residents were able 
to take back our neighborhood and 
turn it into what we see and love to-
day. I would love for our legacy to 
be that we were forward-thinking 
enough to create a local historic dis-
trict in order to preserve our historic 
houses for our future generations.”

Elaine concluded by introducing 
Catherine Moore and Wanda Penn, 
managing partners of Restore Hyde 
Park LLC. Catherine recapitulated 

Schenken-Oatman House is Dedicated
When there’s something that needs to be done and there’s no legal 

entity and no organization to do it, all that’s left is individual effort 
— and a group of committed Hyde Park individuals proved how pow-
erful that can be. Their efforts came to fruition at the dedication of the 
Schenken-Oatman house on June 15th, Father’s Day, 2008.

the history of the house and its resto-
ration (see the article in the June, 2008 
issue of the Pecan Press for a summa-
ry) and recounted her adventures 
tracking down the Schenken family. 
Her success began with a phone call 
to Cedar Park realtor Kathy Schenk-
en and led to branches of the family 
across the United States and in Ger-
many. Schenken family descendents 
had gathered from Dallas, Cedar 
Park, Oklahoma, and Oregon to par-
ticipate in the house dedication.

Barbara Gibson spoke brief-
ly about the inclusion of the house 
on past and future homes tours. Lin 
Team stood in for John Donisi, Her-
itage Society of Austin President, to 
salute both the Restore Hyde Park 
LLC partnership and the larger Hyde 
Park community for their preserva-
tion efforts. (See the complete text of 

Neighbors gather on the restored front porch of 
the Schenken-Oatman house. Photos by Lorre 
Weidlich. Photo essay on pages 12 & 13. 

Continued on page 6

Note to Nature-
Loving Neighbors:  
Take the Wildlife 
Habitat Challenge!

Austin has registered with the 
National Wildlife Federation 

as a Community Wildlife Habitat 
Program. The City of Austin is chal-
lenging Austin neighborhoods to 
certify the most number of yards 
within their boundaries as wildlife 
habitats. Participating neighbor-
hoods will have a chance to win 
the challenge and help Austin earn 
points towards becoming certi-
fied as Texas’ first National Wildlife 
Federation Community Wildlife 
Habitat.

The Parks and Recreation De-
partment is sponsoring the challenge 
with the goal of educating and as-
sisting Austinians in the creation of 
habitat to benefit its people, wildlife 
and biodiversity. Yards that provide 
food, water, cover, places to raise 
young for wildlife and practice sus-
tainable gardening practices are 
eligible for NWF certification. Cre-
ating habitat is as simple as planting 
native plants that provide nectar, pol-
len, seeds, and berries year round, 
including a reliable water source such 
as a pond or birdbath, and providing 

Continued on page 4
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Hyde Park Neighborhood Association
P. O Box 49427 • Austin, TX 78765

http://www.austinhydepark.org

— HPNA Steering Committee—
President  
• Elaine Meenehan • elaine.meenehan@gmail.com............... 323-9772   
Vice President 
 • Jennifer Berbas • jennifer_berbas@yahoo.com..................................
Co-Secretaries • Pam Whittington • pam46@yahoo.com..... 452-9776
• Celeste Cromack • bccro@io.com
Co-Treasurers •  Lorre Weidlich, • lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com   
I Jay Aarons • ijaarons@aol.com  •  PO Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765
Additional Steering Committee Members: • Wanda Penn • Rob 
Clinchard • Dorothy Richter • Alan Marburger • William Cook • Stan 
Kozinzky 

HPNA Committee/Task Forces (w/chairs)
AISD • Ann S. Graham, 3815 Ave H..............................................458-8096
Alley Coordinator • Carol Burton, skywash@austin.rr.com........................
Austin Neighborhoods Council Rep. • Lisa Harris, ljharrisus@yahoo.com	
Beautification • Larry Freilich, lmf@earthlink.net.......................................
Children’s Programs • ....................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Church/Neighborhood Liaison • Niyata Spelman, 3802 Ave. F.	459-8349
Communications/Web • Robin Silberling, robin@wcook.org......452-1783
Crime and Safety Chairman • Carol J. Weider, 4101 Ave F........459-6205
Development Review • Stan Kozinsky, 4604 Ave. G....................451-4455
Finance • Nick Van Bavel, nvb123@yahoo.com..........................................
Graffiti Patrol • E. Meenehan, elaine.meenehan@gmail.com......323-9772 
Homes Tour • Lorre Weidlich, lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com...300-2228
Membership • Jim & Eileen Genevro, jgenevro@earthlink.net....401-3803
Neighborhood Planning • Karen McGraw, 4315 Ave. C .............459-2261
Local Historic District • Sharon Majors, sharonmajors@grandecom.net...
Shipe Park • 	 Mark Fishman, m.fishman@yahoo.com................656-5505 
Sidewalks • Andrew Shea, shea.andrew@gmail.com...................................  
Social • Deaton Bednar, deatonbednar@grandecom.net...............................
Tree Preservation • JP Moore, johnpaulmoore@austin.rr.com ....789-7025
Triangle Development • Cathy Echols, 4002 Ave. C....................206-0729
Zoning • Dorothy Richter, 3901 Ave. G.........................................452-5117

Pecan Press
The Pecan Press is published monthly

by the Hyde Park Neighborhood Association in Austin, Texas.
Note: Each month’s ad and editorial deadline is 

the 15th of month preceding publication.

Editor
Grant Thomas 450-0464 <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>

Associate Editor
Sarah Sitton 459-4530 207 E. 39th St.

Poetry Editor
Nancy Taylor Day 892-0127 <nancy@creativitymoms.com>  

4001 Duval (Salon) 78751

Crime & Safety Chairman 
Carol Welder <cjwelder@msn.com>

Production Manager/Advertising Director
Robert M. Farr 731-0617 <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>

Mail Ad Payments to:  
Lorre Weidlich. P.O. Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765

Mail Ad Artwork to:
Robert M. Farr <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>
7500 Chelmsford Dr. Austin,TX 78736

Distribution Coordinator
Rimas Remeza • 4105 Ave. F • 371-3158 

 <uimas.remeza@yahoo.com>

Area Coordinators
North of 45th/West of Duval • Pam Dozler......................... 458-8927
North of 45th/East of Duval • Jay Gerard & Carrie Laughlin 	371-1548
South of 45th/West of Speedway • Robert Morris & Kathryn Kotrla...	
	  .................................................................................. 371-7246
South of 45th/East of Speedway • Martha Campbell.......... 452-2815

Contributors
Glen Alyn, Candy Gray Becker, Cynthia Beeman, Laurence Becker, Deaton 
Bednar, Mary Collins Blackmon, George Bristol, Chris Brown, Sharon 
Brown, Lewis Brownlow, Kathryn Bryn, Mark Burkhardt, Amon Burton, 
Martha Campbell, Inga Marie Carmel, Josephine Casey, Nicole Caspers, 
Kitty Clark, Carol Cohen Burton, William Cook, Susan Crites Krumm, 
Celeste Cromack, Rob D’Amico, Herb Dickson, Avis Davis, Don Davis, 
Pam Dozler, Russell Duke, Cathy Echols, Carla Feldpausch Siegle, Merle 
Franke, Gregory Free, Larry Freilich, Eugene George, Mary Carolyn George, 
Larry Gilg, Susan Gilg, Ann S. Graham, Carolyn E. Grimes, Rachel Hector, 
Ben Heimsath, Albert Huffstickler, Liz Jones, Barbara Kelly, John Kerr, 
Susan Kerr, Bo Kersey, Susan Kirk, Mike Kintner, Dennis Lensing, Karen 
McGraw, Sharon Majors, Jason Mann, Libby Malone, Alan Marburger, 
Peter Maxson, Brook Meggs, Elaine Meenehan, Fred Meredith, Susan 
Moffat, John Paul Moore, Jack Nokes, Jill Nokes, Wanda Penn, Cecil 
Pennington, Peter Pfeiffer, Dorothy Richter, Walter Richter, Kristen De 
La Rosa, Steve Sadowsky, Mary Lou Serafine, Sheree Scarborough, Jaime 
Shimkus, Cathy Short, Sarah Sitton, Thad Sitton, Clay Smith, Niyianta 
Spelman, Jenna Stephens, Julie Strong, Kathleen Strong, Rollo Treadway, 
Lao Tzu, Jennifer Vickers, Katie Vignery, Sandra Villalaz-Dickson, Lorre 
Weidlich, Joe Wiseman.

From the President’s Desk:

—	 Elaine Meenehan	
HPNA President	
<elaine.meenehan@gmail.com>
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I recently received a letter from 
Shirley Gillespie with the City’s 
Solid Waste Department. Shirley 
writes:

“Our collection crews that cur-
rently provide service from the 
alleys have a difficult time locat-
ing some of the addresses.  I would 
like to ask if the homeowners 
could post their street numbers in 
the alleys so our crews could iden-
tify the customers easier.  It would 
create better customer service for 
the homeowners and also provide 

City Asks Neighbors to Post Their Street Address in Alleys

In case any of you haven’t noticed the temperatures outside, summer has settled in and it’s not going any-
where any time soon.  School is out and people are taking vacations.  So it’s not a huge surprise that we 

typically see an increase in crime during these months.
a safer working environment for 
our employees if they should get 
injured.

“Our crews are out during the 
day and have made many calls 
to the Austin Police Department 
of criminal or suspicious activi-
ties in the areas they are servicing; 
but without reporting the exact lo-
cation, they are unable to provide 
good information, which results 
in a slower response time on those 
calls.  With posted addresses in the 
alleys, our department will be able 
to better serve the needs of our 
customers more quickly and effi-
ciently regarding missed stops and 
special service collections.  Solid 
Waste Services strives to provide 

the best service possible to all our 
customers so it is important for 
our collection crews to be able to 
quickly locate any addresses in the 
alleys.”

Neighbors, putting our street 
numbers on the back of our houses 
or fences is a very easy and inex-
pensive way to increase our safety 
and allow the solid waste depart-
ment to provide faster service to 
our homeowners.  If you current-
ly do not have your street number 
listed on the alley side of your 
property, please consider doing so 
soon.
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Send in your articles, letters, and photos (but not your 
poetry*) by the 15th of each month to:

	 Editor, Pecan Press
	 4106 Avenue F
	 Austin, TX 78751
	 <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>

*Send your poems to: 
	 Nancy Taylor Day
	 4001 Duval
	 Austin 78751
	 <nancy@creativitymoms.com>

We Welcome Your Submissions to Pecan Press

Note: The Pecan Press will not publish unsigned/unattributed poetry. All poems (even if written under a pen 
name) must carry a name and address or phone number for identification and verification purposes.

Please enclose a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope for return of your 
materials.

 

 


   



4520 Burnet Rd 

www.artpadstudio.com 
512.323.0802 

Any area that includes a high percentage of vintage 
houses or has some kind of connection with an important 
historical figure can be referred to, in a casual or collo-
quial sense, as historical. However, that use of the word 
does not refer to any official recognition of the site by any 
sanctioning body. Both Hyde Park residents and Austin 
residents in general have always thought of Hyde Park 
as an historic neighborhood, long before it received any 
official recognition as such. Unfortunately, popular recog-
nition of a site as historic offers it no protection. We’ve all 
heard of Sherwood Forest, but not a tree of it is still stand-
ing. Protection requires the force of law. In the United 
States, those laws exist on several levels — federal, state, 
and local.

On the federal level, both individual structures and 
districts can be recognized as historic. A federal historic 
area is designated as a National Register Historic District. 
Hyde Park achieved this status in August, 1990. Because 
of that status, every permit for demolition or building in 
Hyde Park is subject to a non-binding review by the City 
of Austin Historic Landmark Commission; tax credits ex-
ist for rehabilitating contributing structures; and there is 
some protection against federal projects that affect histor-
ic property (we can thank this provision for the fact that 
we do not have a cell tower on the periphery of the neigh-
borhood).

States have a part in administering National Register 
Historic Districts, but they do not themselves designate 
state historic districts, only individual historic struc-
tures. Several houses in Hyde Park fall into that category, 
such as the Kopperl House at 43d and Ave. F, and the 
Williams-Weigl House at 4107 Ave. H. A State of Texas 
historical designation protects the interior of a structure 
as well as its exterior.

This brings us to the local or city level. Most cities 
in the United States provide official recognition for both 
historic areas and individual historic structures. Austin 
lags behind the rest of the country in its historic preser-
vation efforts. Individual structures have been eligible 
for local historic landmark designation for some time 
(and there are many in Hyde Park, the newest being the 
Schenken-Oatman house), but a provision for the desig-
nation of historic districts is recent. Since it was enacted, 
about a dozen neighborhoods in Austin have been work-
ing toward that goal, and one — Harthan Street — has 
achieved it.

Given that Hyde Park is already recognized popular-
ly as historic, and is already designated as historic by the 
federal government, why is it important for Hyde Park to 
become a local historic district? The answer is that only 
the local historic district designation provides protection 

The Local Historic District Corner
Writer’s note: This column will appear regularly while the Local Historic District project is underway. If you have 

any questions or concerns about local historic districts that you would like addressed, please get in touch: <lweidich@
mail2sevenseas.com> or 300-2228.

Sometimes, when I tell someone that I’m working to have Hyde Park declared a local historic district, the 
person responds, in a baffled tone of voice, “I thought Hyde Park was already a historic neighborhood.”  I 

realize, when this happens, how many meanings “historic neighborhood” or “historic district” can have. It’s 
important to clarify some of them, because otherwise the need for becoming a local historic district won’t be 
apparent.

Continued on page 6
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Hyde Park Presbyterian Church
3913 Ave B 
459-7747

www.hydeparkpresbyterianaustin.org

Sunday Worship service 10:30 AM
Nursery Available

places for cover and rearing young by planting evergreen 
shrubs, leaving brush and rock piles or putting up a bird-
house.

The Neighborhood Challenge began May 1st and 
ends October 31st, 2008. The top three neighborhoods 
that have met all the challenge criteria and certified the 
most number of habitats will be awarded 1st, 2nd and 
3rd place prizes. Neighborhoods that take the challenge 
must also organize a community invasive plant removal 
and promote gardening for wildlife through neighbor-
hood newsletters and websites in addition to certifying 
the highest number of yards as habitats during the con-
test period.

This is right up Hyde Park’s alley. Our neighborhood 
is concerned about the environment, is community ori-
ented, and always rises to the challenge. Many of you 
may already provide for wildlife habitat. All you need to 
do is get certified by going to the National Wildlife Feder-
ation website and click on Community Wildlife Habitat. 
There is a simple survey which takes less than 10 min-
utes. The 10 bonus points are earned when you pay $15 
to certify your yard as a wildlife habitat. This fee helps 
support the NWF and its goals of creating a place where 
people, flora and fauna can all flourish.

Why should you create a NWF certified wildlife hab-
itat? It’s fun watching wildlife in action. Replacing grass 
lawns with native wildflowers, shrubs and trees will in-
crease the beauty of your property, decrease water needs 
and maintenance and will provide a nurturing refuge for 
wildlife. Sustainable gardening practices, like reducing 
chemicals, conserving energy and water, and composting 
also help to improve air, water and soil quality. Garden-
ing for wildlife helps to build community by sharing your 
love of wildlife and the environment with your neigh-
bors. Most of all, it’s the right thing to do! 

Residents can certify their yards by visiting the Na-
tional Wildlife Federation’s website, http://www.nwf.
org/gardenforwildlife/ or can request a pre-paid habitat 
certification application from the Wildlife Austin pro-
gram: 327-8181 x29. 

— Carol Welder

Take the Habitat Challenge...­
­		 		    …cont’d from page 1

HPNA Crime and Safety Chair Carol Welder is 
off this month, but wants to wish everyone 

a happy, safe and crime-free summer, and to re-
mind folks that our APD representative is Officer 
AJ Rodriguez - 974-4527 <armando.rodriguez@
ci.austin.tx.us>. Thanks to Carol and Officer Ro-
driguez for all their efforts!

Crime Report
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www.gri�nschool.org

Empowering
a community 
of  learners

through a focus 
on the arts

Summer Credits
& Enrichment in
Core Academics
(Credits Transfer)

Enrolling for 2008-9

Summer Camps in 
Music, Fashion
& Glass Mosaic

***Distress Sales***
Bank Foreclosures  FREE list of Bank-

owned Properties, Motivated sellers

Receive a FREE LIST
www.HydeParkFixerUppers.Info

Joe Zakes

Residential Remodeling
From Additions to Repairs

apcaustin.com

LANIER PLUMBING
Don’t	fuss,	call	us!	

Complete Repair Service
• Hot Water Heaters
• New Installations
• Gas Inspections
• Remodels
• Slab Leaks

Family Owned and Serving Austin since 1931

2300 Pasadena Dr., Austin, Texas 78757

450-1673

Winner
2007

Best of
Austin

“Best 
eggrolls

and
hot&sour
soup in
Austin”

— Dale Rice
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Hyde Park Handyman
Big or Small, We Do it All

PETE REED

20 Years Experience
Free Estimates
(512) 736-6539

 and

for the entire neighborhood, not just the individual land-
marked houses. It does this by preventing demolitions 
and adopting building guidelines designed to ensure that 
changes and new structures fit in with the look and feel of 
the existing neighborhood.

So, for anyone who wonders why we need this ad-
ditional historic designation in Hyde Park, the answer is 
simple: so that we can keep it looking and feeling historic.

An update: The Design Guidelines Subcommittee an-
ticipates completing its first draft by the end of July. After 
a presentation to the Development Review Committee 
and the Steering Committee in August, there will be a Lo-
cal Historic District Workshop for the neighborhood in 
September. Watch this column and the listserv for more 
details closer to the date of the workshop.

—	 Lorre Weidlich, LHD Chair

Local Historic District Corner...­
­		 		    …cont’d from page 3

Shenken-Oatman Dedication...­
­		 		    …cont’d from page 1

Mr. Donisi’s letter on page 10 of this issue). The ceremo-
ny culminated in the dedication of the new City of Austin 
Historic Landmark plaque by Texas House Member El-
liott Naishtat, and Catherine finished up by inviting bids 
on the house.

Within the house, neighbors viewed the new rear 
addition, the 1912 bathtub, the back porch and not-yet-
landscaped back yard, before and in-progress photos of 
the restoration, and the pair of knickerbockers discovered 
during the initial exploration of the house. Hyde Parkers 
and members of the Schenken family were invited to sign 
the upper walls in the front foyer; the walls will be sealed, 
covered with wallpaper, and left for future inhabitants of 
the house to discover, in the hope that those inhabitants 
will also appreciate the historic nature of Hyde Park.

—	 Lorre Weidlich

Jim-Dandy Service

763-1007

ALL TYPES OF REPAIR
Free Estimates Senior Citizen Discounts
DEPENDABLE • FAST • GUARANTEED

"More than just handy"

Jim Cardwell Master
Jim-Dandy, Inc. Handyman

NO JOB TOO SMALL!

Kitchen and Bath Upgrade!
Yard Projects Appliance Repair

Drain and Sewer Cleaning
Plumbing and Electrical

Remodeling Roof Repair
Power Washing Painting, etc.
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Looking for a better path this year?
We’ll help you find it!

Hyde Park United Methodist Church
4001 Speedway www.hydeparkmethodist.org
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Awake to the world of remodeling possibilities.

Call today to find out how you should approach swings in 
the market.

YOU CAN’T CONTROL THE WORLD
BUT YOU CAN CONTROL YOUR DECISIONS.

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPCJudith S Girard
Financial Advisor
.

4101 Guadalupe Street
Suite 600
Austin, TX 78751
512-323-0060

Shipe Pool Reopens!

On the afternoon of June 21, neighbors held a fes-
tive picnic to celebrate the reopening of Shipe 

Pool - and as these pictures suggest, a good time was 
had by all! Many thanks to event co-sponsors Grande 
Communications and Friends of Shipe Pool, to HPNA 
Shipe Committee Chair Mark Fishman, and to all the 
other neighbors who helped to make the celebration 
such a success.

Fill ‘er Up: Come on in, the Water’s Fine! Photo by Lorre Weidlich

Meat and Greet: Neighbors Gather ‘Round the Grill

On the Fence: Banner Day for Event Cosponsors
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Low Rate 
Auto Loans

 Whether you’re buying new or used, you can get one low rate 
on your UFCU auto loan and receive a rate reduction through 
our Membership Rewards Program.

UFCU also offers 100% loan financing* and .10% APR rate 
reduction for Hybrid vehicles.

Visit UFCU’s North Guadalupe branch or ufcu.org for 
more details.

North Guadalupe Branch  ufcu.org
4611 Guadalupe St
*With Approved Credit. APR = Annual Percentage Rate 

EarthArt has moved from 
the little orange house at 7th

and Lamar to 211 North 
Loop, next to Epoch 

New Hours: 
Sunday 12-6 Mon-Sat 12-9 

The Beauty of Nature, The Artistry of Generations
Jewelry & Handicrafts from the Global Community 

Austin
211 North Loop(53rd) 
Tel: 512.693.9400 

Bryan
209 South Main Street 
Tel: 979.779.8208 
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 
 Hyde Park

Allandale 
 Far West Blvd 
 Enfield  

South Lamar   

AustinTaiChi.com      420-9412

ALL FAITHS WELCOME
18 months to 5 years  Week Days  7 am to 6 pm
Experienced Teachers  Large Shaded Playground

Katie Youngblood, Director  512-452-6063
stgeorgeschool@stgeorges-austin.org
4301 North IH 35, Austin, Texas 78722

SAINT GEORGE’S
EPISCOPAL DAY SCHOOL

W W W . S T G E O R G E S - A U S T I N . O R G

Heritage Society Salutes Hyde Parkers

Dear Neighbors,

The Heritage Society of Austin salutes the partners of Restore 
Hyde Park LLC on their day of celebration in restoring the historic 
Schenken-Oatman House. 

The dedication of the City of Austin Landmark marker is an 
occasion for paying tribute to the years of dedication by Hyde 
Park residents who have made their neighborhood a model of 
preservation for the entire city. Countless hours by hundreds of 
neighbors have been invested in rescuing and restoring Hyde Park 
houses that are a remnant of Austin’s history. Since the 1970’s, 
Hyde Park has been in the forefront of the historic preservation 
movement in Austin. Those efforts included:

•	 Rescuing some of Monroe Shipe’s Victorian keystone houses and fighting 
to have them designated among the first historic landmarks in Austin’s 
historic preservation 
program

•	 Saving the Austin fire 
station from removal and 
keeping its historic presence 
to protect the neighborhood

•	 Raising and contributing 
funds to assist the Elizabet 
Ney Museum in its 
preservation mission

•	 Becoming one of the city’s 
first National Register 
Districts, a national 
designation that brings 
with it both recognition 
and potential resources for 
preservation

•	 Achieving a Neighborhood  
Conservation Combining District ordinance, a labor-intensive project 
that took years to accomplish, then encompassing North Hyde Park 
as well, with legal protections that have prevented the erosion of your 
neighborhood character

•	 Conducting years of historic homes tours for which you have opened 
your homes and invited the city in to see your wonderful old homes and 
the quality of life in this intimate, tree-shaded neighborhood

•	 Preparing to enact a Local Historic District that will bring further 
protections from demolitions and inappropriate infill development

The efforts of many, many Hyde Park neighbors are reflected in 
these accomplishments, but today we especially recognize and 
congratulate the partners of Restoration Hyde Park for the depth 
of their personal investment in preservation. They have put their 
money where their values are, not for personal gain, but as an act 
of faith in the future of their neighborhood.

In the struggle to preserve the history and character of our 
city, the Heritage Society of Austin is proud to know these 
individuals and the Hyde Park Neighborhood Association who 
share our commitments and with whom we anticipate a continuing 
partnership for preservation in the years to come. 

—	 John Donisi, President.

Letters Dept.

Restore Hyde Park LLC  
Partners:

 Anonymous
 Nick Barbaro
 Deaton Bednar
 Carolyn Grimes
 Peter Maxson
 Carolyn McFarland
 Terri Myers
 Susan Moffat
 Catherine Moore
 John Paul Moore
 Wanda Penn
 Jack Taylor

 Our congratulations and 
thanks  to them all!
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Health First Insurance Services
www.healthfirstinsuranceservices.com

Affordable Health Insurance:  
• Self-employed • Individuals & Families  
• Small Group • Medicare Supplement  
• Dental & Life 

Valerie Mitchell
Authorized Independent Agent

(512) 349-0990

City Plumbing Company
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
453-1115

Sewer and Water Heater Replacement 
Slab Leaks • Gas Leaks 

Sewer and Drain Cleaning Service 
Repairs • Re-pipes • Remodels

ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

s ta te farm.com®

See me today and get the discounts
and service you deserve.

P057015 9/05

 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company – Bloomington, IL

DISCOUNTS. 

+ =

Like a good neighbor, State Farm iS there.®

Steve Vinklarek, Agent
3700 N IH 35
Austin, TX 78705-1802
Bus: 512-452-0214
www.steveinsures.com
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HPNA
President
Elaine
Meenehan
welcomes
neighbors
while the
Georges
listen

Schenken family member
Ken Voet looks on while

Elliott Naishtat dedicates
the Historical Landmark

plaque

Restore Hyde Park LLC managing
partners Wanda Penn and

Catherine Moore

1912 Bathtub

Hyde Parkers
gather on the

porch

The Schenken-Oatman House Dedication

Lin Team reads
letter from the
Heritage Society
of Austin
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Schenken family descendants

2009 Homes
Tour Chair

Barbara Gibson
addresses the

audience

Schenken signatures
on the foyer wall

Neighbors Lin
Team, Denise
Girard, and
Deaton Bednar
explore the
front room

Karen McGraw
and architect

Steve Franke in
the kitchen

The new back porch looks
onto the back yard

Photo essay by Lorre Weidlich

June 15, 2008

Susan Moffat mans the
refreshment table

Susan Moffat (wo)mans
the refreshment table

2009 Homes
Tour Chair

Barbara Gibson
addresses the  

celebrants
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M E M O R I A L  S C H O O LSri Atmananda

oin us Thursdays
from 9 to 10 am, 
and hear all about

our unique approach
to learning. Coffees are
held in the former
Perry Mansion.

grades K-10, established in 1995 � 1 to 4, adult /child ratio

4100 Red River, Austin 78751 � 451-7044 � www.samschool.org

Thursday 
Coffees
J

A U S T I N  •  F O R T  W O R T H  •  D A L L A S

Don’t take risks with
your biggest investment!

512-246-0024

www.lonsmith.com

Call today for a free no obligation inspection

$100
OFF

Full Roof Replacement
MUST PRESENT AD FOR OFFER.

One of America’s Top 25

ROOFING
CONTRACTORS

Hyde Park Poets
Last Stop Café

All the shadows of him that walk, slumped
and listing over his hard-life history, puddled
at noon, made space at his Dolce Vita table.
A cuppa whispered to his urn, purple, marbled
like the mountains where he’ll wander soon.
Coffee asked for one more poem.  Huff ’s lyrical
brilliance, burned to ash, held there, echoing
stronger than death.  His cadence interrupted
the coffee’s steam:  Last Stop Café on Duval,
coffee and the bus stop, no bus fare for the
library, no job there now.  Waiting, a crop of
students, young women, no wild men today.  
I’ll find my share of fire maidens in Santa Fe,
but the Last Stop Café not the worst place
a dead poet might wait.

—	 Nancy Taylor Day	
4.29.2008
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1000 E 41st St
Austin, TX 78751
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***If we can’t sell it... we will buy it!***

FREE Quick
OVER-THE-NET

Home Evaluation
www.HydeParkHomeValues.Info

✑ Good Neighbors Dept.: Featured prominently, and justifi-
ably so, in this issue is the Restore Hyde Park LLC -- the stalwart 
group of neighbors who banded together several years ago to save 
the Schenken-Oatman house on W. 41st, and who celebrated the 
successful culmination of their efforts at an official dedication cer-
emony on June 15. Their motives had very little to do with either 
profit or ego, and a great deal to do with immense respect and re-
gard for our Hyde Park heritage. They could be aptly characterized 
as “unsung heroes” -- but in this case, we believe that a least a little 
laudatory singing would be entirely justified!

F F F
✑ Not-so-Good Citizens Dept.: Also in this issue is Catherine 
Moore’s report on the turnout (or lack thereof ) of voters in Hyde 
Park’s Precincts 136 (Ridgetop School, voters north of 45th) and 
275 (Baker School, voters south of 45th) in the recent City Coun-
cil runoff election between Laura Morrison and Cid Galindo. We 
could’ve done worse, in that turnout in Hyde Park precincts was @ 
2% higher than the citywide turnout of approximately 5%. How-
ever, 5% ain’t that lofty a target, and we didn’t come anywhere near 
the @15% turnout of our friends up north in Allandale. So c’mon, 
neighbors; next time there’s an election, think about it: We can do 
better, and we need to do better!

F F F
✑ Good Neighborhood Dept.:  Hyde Parkers who attend UT 
probably already know that the June 18th issue of The Daily Texan 
included a feature article by Trevor Boehm entitled, “Preservation 
of Hyde Park’s History”; but for some of you older non-UT ma-
triculants to whom all of this may be news, we’d like to share an 
excerpt from Mr. Boehm’s piece:

“A few years back, I dated a girl who lived in a tiny two-room bun-
galow from the 1920s off Avenue D in Hyde Park. Sitting on the 
front porch on a cool autumn afternoon, or watching the fireflies 
in the early evening, it was easy to be swept back in time. I imag-
ined gravel roads in front of me, the open spaces of fields dotted 
by live oaks, and the sounds of a phonograph riding lazily on the 
wind. You could feel it in the ground. This place has history....Sit-
ting in front of Avenue B Grocery on a summer afternoon, with a 
cold root beer and a BLT in hand, it is not hard to believe that it is 
a history worth saving.”

Indeed!

Around & About the Avenues



Pecan Press — July, 2008 — Page 17 

Purchases . Listings . Investment Properties . Refinancing . Tax Consultation . Commercial

Sam Archer
Realtor
Coldwell Banker
633-4650
sarcher@cbunited.com

Zander Blunt 
Mortgage Banker

PrimeLending
381-4642

zblunt@primelending.com

The Avenue D TeAm
serving Hyde Park since sPeedway was a racetrack*

I found it.

It’s that 
easy. I financed it.

* not really.

Lucien, Stirling and Gray  
Advisory Group, Inc. 

Are you looking for expert insight and  
guidance regarding your financial picture? 

As an independent, Austin-based  
Registered Investment Advisor and financial planning firm, 

we specialize in long-term, personal relationships. 
Our clients appreciate our personalized approach! 

We offer fee-based asset management and planning services 
to people who know that wealth is more than just money. 

Give us a call or visit our website —
Please let us know how we can be of service. 

4005 Guadalupe · Austin, TX  78751 
(512) 458-2517 

www.lsggroup.com 

“Smart Decisions About Serious Money” Located in the Historic John Rutledge House 

In Hyde Park since 1992 
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Hyde Park Residents &
Neighborhood Realtors

Search for homes at jeff baker.stanberry.com
Also check out www.jeff bakerart.biz

Doing our part to 

Keep Hyde Park Weird

HybridRealtor@Stanberry.com

Jeff  Baker
619-7421

Kate Baker
750-0376

4000 Duval Street

Working Hands 
Construction

Minor to Moderate Repairs and Remodeling
Decks, Fences and Custom Woodwork

Pain-in-the-Neck Problems Solved
Friendly, Affordable, Hyde Park Based

Call Matthew Young 419-7650

LANIER PLUMBING
Don’t	fuss,	call	us!	

Complete Repair Service
• Hot Water Heaters
• New Installations
• Gas Inspections
• Remodels
• Slab Leaks

Family Owned and Serving Austin since 1931

2300 Pasadena Dr., Austin, Texas 78757

450-1673

Minutes of the June 2008 
HPNA General Meeting

The June 2, 2008 HPNA Meeting was called 
to order by President Elaine Meenehan at 

7 p.m. 
The first item on the agenda was an announce-

ment by Catherine Moore reminding the group to 
vote in the June 14 Run-off Election for City Council.   
Catherine stressed the importance of a good voter 
turnout at Hyde Park precincts in local elections.

Next was an announcement of the dedication of 
the Schenken-Oatman House to take place on Sun-
day, June 15.  The house is located at 311 West 41st 
Street.

The next item was a presentation by Sergeant 
Mike Turner of the Austin Police Department Cri-
sis Intervention Team (CIT) and Hyde Park Resident 
Judge Nancy Hohengarten, who is on the Trav-
is County Crisis Intervention Team.  These teams are 
trained to work with mentally ill persons in crisis situ-
ations when the person is a threat to himself or others.  
The two crisis teams are housed together and work 
together.  In addition to Sgt. Turner there are six Crisis 
Intervention Officers on the City of Austin team and 
there are nine deputies on the Travis County team.  
APD also has 166 officers trained and certified as cri-
sis intervention officers who do CIT work in addition 
to their patrol duties.  A discussion period followed 
the presentation and provided more information 
about how the teams function.

Carmen Llanes then told the group about the 
Neighborhood Habitat Challenge.  This program 
encourages citizens to provide food, water, and plac-
es for wildlife  to raise their young in an area.  It may 
be as simple as planting native plants that provide 
nectar, pollen, seeds, and berries and/or a reliable 
water source for creatures.  Details on how you may 
participate in the program are available at <www.
keepaustinwild.com>.  (Also see related article on 
page one of this issue.)

Elaine called attention to the 16th Annual Flag 
Day Celebration & Parade to be held on Saturday, 
June 14 at noon at the corner of Fairfield Lane and Ei-
lers Avenue.  Flyers with more details about the event 
organized by Jim Ellinger were also available.

There being no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned.

— Celeste Cromack, HPNA Co-Secretary 
<ccro@io.com>
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Suzee Brooks, REALTOR®

office 512.499.0499 • fax 512.499.0460 • mobile 512.740.5771 • suzee@lyonrealestate.net

terraces on north

5301A McCandless  $449,500

2931A Eckert Street  $329,500

3109 North IH-35        LEASED

1507 North Street  • Ten Modern Units
$315,500 - $469,500   •  Now Showing!
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KALANCHOE 
CONSTRUCTION & REMODELING 

ADDITIONS ∙ ROOFING 
DECKS ∙ FENCING 

PAINTING ∙ PLUMBING 
HVAC (512) 565-1448 

bigdavemcclain@gmail.com 

Jobs of All Shapes 
and Sizes 

A Division of Beckham Development 

Hyde Park Poets
Anticipation

I’m not on the beach yet.
I only know I will be there,
barring hurricanes,
a new world war,
a cracked engine block,
or a death in my family.
I believe I will reach the beach
under a law of averages,
and whether I do or not,
the mathematics never interferes
with sweet anticipation.
I underline here only one fact,
present and unalterable,
that in this moment
at this desk
without sand under my feet
and without the sound of surf
washing away my anxieties
I am happy.

—	 Robert Elzy Cogswell	
3913 Willbert Road
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Trinity United

Methodist Church
Welcoming and affirming all people inclusive of Race, Nationality,
Age, Gender, Gender Identity, Marital Status, Sexual Orientation,

Physical Ability, Mental Ability, Economic Class,
or Educational Class.

Inclusive, Nature-affirming, Creative Worship
Sundays at 8:50 AM & 11:10 AM

600 E. 50th St. / Austin, TX 78751
(512) 459-5835 www.tumc.org

(one block east of Duval)

Where You
Can Be

YOU
diversity welcomed. diversity affirmed.

diversity celebrated!

FREE
Check Engine Light 

Diagnostic Code

off

SAVE $85
(some restriction may apply)

10%
Parts & Labor 

for new customers
on all repairs

*These Coupons  May Only Be Used One At A Time

www.revolutionmotors.com

service@revolutionmotors.com
OR

For Bookings

(some restriction may apply)

512.453.5050

Specializing
and repairs

in the maintenance

for your European Car

Hyde Park Votes (Sort of)
This year the Hyde Park Neighborhood Associa-

tion sponsored a get-out-the-vote drive, urging all 
neighbors to vote, especially in the City of Austin and 
AISD bond elections which so directly affect our qual-
ity of life. The message went out on the list serves, 
in this publication, at meetings and on “Hyde Park 
Votes!” bumper stickers. HPNA thanks all the neighbors 
who turned out and made their opinions known in both 
the May general election and the June 15 runoff.

Hyde Park precincts bested by about 2 % the average 
Austin voter turnout in the June 15 City Council Place 4 
runoff election. Citywide, newly sworn-in Councilmem-
ber Laura Morrison defeated Cid Galindo, garnering of 
13,831 votes (65.20%) to Galindo’s 7,381 (34.80%). Only 
21,646 (4.99%) of Austin’s 433,807 registered voters cast 
ballots. In the May general election, 8.45% of those regis-
tered in Austin voted. In the general election Hyde Park 
precincts turned out at about an average 1.5% more than 
the citywide average.

The two precincts in Hyde Park exceeded the city-
wide turnout by about 2% and voted for Morrison over 
Galindo approximately 85% to 15%.

The final results for Hyde Park precincts are:

Precinct 136 (Ridgetop School, north of 45th Street) 
Total Registered Voters: 4,879     Total Votes: 323
Voter Turnout: 6.62%
Results:	 Morrison	 273 votes	 84.52%
	 	 Galindo	 50 votes	 15.48%

Precinct 275 (Baker School, south of 45th Street)
Total Registered Voters: 3,507     Total Votes: 245
Voter Turnout: 6.99%
Results:	 Morrison	 213 votes	 87.30%
	 	 Galindo	 31 votes	 12.70%
Clearly, a very small number of Austin citizens were 

involved in choosing one of the most influential policy 
makers for our community. Likewise, a small but hearty 
band of Hyde Parkers had great influence in choosing 
our new city councilmember.  One neighbor recently ob-
served that the combined number of registered voters in 
our two precincts, 8,386, could give us the ability to swing 
a city election, if we all turned out. 

The right to vote is powerful only when it is used. In 
this election, our two Hyde Park precincts provided 2.6% 
of all the votes cast. In contrast, Allandale neighbor John 
Keohane reports that the two Allandale precincts, Pre-
cincts 236 and 239 in the areas north and south of R.M. 
2222 , turned out at an average rate of almost 15%. The 
Allandale precincts’ votes totaled 748 or 3.45% of the city-
wide vote. Allandale voters preferred Morrison over 
Galindo at an average rate of 75% to 25%.

With a little more help from our (currently) non-vot-
ing neighbors, Hyde Park could vote at the same rate as 
Allandale or even at a higher rate. We are a literate, in-
volved, informed and opinionated group. What stops us 
from bringing those qualities to the voting booth?

— Catherine Moore
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HybridRealtor@Stanberry.com
Hyde Park Resident & Neighborhood REALTOR®

Jeff  Baker   619-7421
ABOR, REALTOR®,  Former State Licensed Appraiser   

Address: 113 West 33rd Street
Listed For: $775,000
Classic Aldridge Place estate. 3081sf 4 or 5 bedroom/3 bath main house and 
236 sf garage apt.  Traditional brick construction, slate roof, original long leaf 
pine wood trim, beautiful hardwoods, amazing period tile work, stunning 
master bath, and antique lighting. 

FOR SALE

 
Address: 620 West 35th Street
Listed For: $464,500
Sophisticated remodel 1 block west of Guadalupe. Stunning architecture, 
large corner lot, separate guest bedroom and garage. Totally remodeled 
kitchen and bathrooms with modern fl airs and period detailing. 

Address: 708 Harris Avenue
Listed For: $425,000
Classic Arts and Crafts home on a 50’ X 141’ corner lot.  Large 3/1.5 fl oor-plan 
with an additional 500 sf+ of large attic space waiting to be fi nished out.  
Recent exterior paint, roof and electrical upgrading. Separate 2 car garage 
with a fenced yard only a block from award winning Lee Elementary.  

FOR SALE

PENDING

Address: 912 East 37th Street
Listed For: $411,000
Charming bungalow w/bright 1/1 garage apt.  Just remodeled. Features 
custom kitchen cabs., granite counters, new appliances, hardwood fl ooring, 
recent interior paint, lrg dining & laundry, lrg 50’ X 150’ lot, 2 car garage.  Apt 
has sep. laundry room/hardwood fl ooring/central heat and AC. Very private.

SOLD

Address: 3910 Avenue H
Listed For: $739,000
Completed in 2004 this classic Arts and Crafts home in the heart of Hyde Park 
features 3046 sf 4/3 confi guration., bright open fl oorplan, gourmet kitchen 
with granite counters and stainless app., river stone fi replace/oak mantle, 
double insulation, & amazing garden.

FOR SALE

Address: 3713 Robinson
Listed For: $279,900
French Place classic. Tastefully remodeled home in the heart of French Place 
features fully updated kitchen and bathroom, beautiful hardwoods, designers 
colors, versatile 3rd bedroom or 2nd living room, standing seam metal roof, 
and private backyard with deck. 

SOLD

www.YourHarrisHouse.com

www.33StClassic.com

www.35StJewel.com

www.HydeParkAvenueH.com




