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More than one hundred 
volunteer docents, house captains, 
bus guides, ticket sellers, writers, 
researchers and a photographer, 
a volunteer coordinator, a 
fundraiser, a publicist and a 
webmaster joined Hyde Park 

Docent and HPNA Secretary Sam Waring awaiting another group of visitors at the Duett-
Cummings home during the Hyde Park Homes Tour.

Ice Cream Social 
and Volunteer 
Appreciation 
Party 

Come cool off with us and 
enjoy some delicious ice 
cream. We’ll be celebrating all 
our volunteers who have given 
so much time and effort to our 
neighborhood in many differ-
ent capacities over the past 
few months.

Neighborhood Assocation and its 
partner Trinity United Methodist 
Church in presenting our historic 
neighborhood and five very special 
homes as well as three historic 
buildings to the visitors.

Under clear and sunny skies with temperatures of 104 
degrees and higher, the 35th Annual Hyde Park Homes 

Tour welcomed about 450 tour goers to Back to Hometown 
Austin: Hyde Park. Homes Tour Chair and HPNA‘s 
immediate past president David Conner presided over a 
tour which was successful in both celebrating Hyde Park’s 
historic preservation and in raising funds for Hyde Park 
Neighborhood Association.

Save Shipe Pool

How much does Shipe 
Pool increase your 

quality of life in Hyde Park 
during the summer pool 
season? With record high 
temperatures stacking up this 
summer, our neighborhood 
pool is one of the few places 
to get relief from the heat. 

More importantly, it is the focal 
point for our experience of com-
munity in the summertime.  Shipe 
Pool is the crossroads for neigh-
bors, young and old, to visit with 
each other and share their lives to-
gether. It is not overly sentimental 
to say that our neighborhood pool 
is integral to the fabric of our com-
munity in Hyde Park. And for 
many Central Austin neighbor-
hoods, our parks and pools are a 
critical part of what makes Austin 
such a wonderful place to live.

Volunteers Assure Success: The 35th 
Annual Hyde Park Homes Tour
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Hyde Park Neighborhood Association
P. O Box 49427 • Austin, TX 78765

http://www.austinhydepark.org

— HPNA Officers/Steering Committee —
President  
• Lisa Harris • Ljharrisus@yahoo.com................................... 467-2504
Co-Vice Presidents 
• Cynthia Majors Lyon • majorslyon@homesinaustin.net  
• John Williams • jawilli@grandecom.net  
• Paula Rhodes psrhodes@austin.rr.com
Co-Secretaries • Sam Waring • Rich MacKinnon
Co-Treasurers • PO Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765
Carol Jackson • caroljackson@austin.rr.com  
I.J. Aarons • ijaarons@aol.com • 
Additional Steering Committee Members: • Wanda Penn • Mark 
Fishman • Stan Kozinsky • Dorothy Richter • Eric Stumberg • John 
Moore • David Conner
HPNA Committee/Task Forces (w/chairs)
AISD • Ann S. Graham, 3815 Ave H..............................................458-8096
Alley Coordinator • Carol Burton, <skywash@austin.rr.com>...................
Austin Neighborhoods Council Rep. ................ VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Beautification 	• Robin Burch <robinburch@gmail.com>..  (903) 780-5275
Children’s Programs • ....................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Church/Neighborhood Liaison • Niyata Spelman, 3802 Ave. F.	459-8349
Communications/Web • Robin Silberling, <robin@wcook.org>	452-1783
Crime & Safety • Heather Freeman, <hdozierfreeman@yahoo.com>
Development Review • David Conner <daypaycon@yahoo.com>
Finance • David Conner <daypaycon@yahoo.com>
Graffiti Patrol ..................................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
Homes Tour • David Conner <daypaycon@yahoo.com>
Membership • Jim & Eileen Genevro, <jgenevro@earthlink.net>	401-3803
Neighborhood Planning • Karen McGraw, 4315 Ave. C .............459-2261
Local Historic District • Lorre Weidlich, <lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com>..
Shipe Park • Mark Fishman, <mlfishman@gmail.com>...............656-5505
Social • Deaton Bednar, <deatonbednar@grandecom.net>...........................
Transportation .................................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Tree Preservation • JP Moore, <johnpaulmoore@austin.rr.com> 	789-7025
Triangle Development • Cathy Echols, 4002 Ave. C....................206-0729
Zoning • Dorothy Richter, 3901 Ave. G.........................................452-5117

Pecan Press
The Pecan Press is published monthly

by the Hyde Park Neighborhood Association in Austin, Texas.
Note: Each month’s ad and editorial deadline is 

the 15th of month preceding publication.

Editor
Grant Thomas 450-0464 <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>

Associate Editor
Sarah Sitton 459-4530 207 E. 39th St. <sarahs@stedwards.edu>

Poetry Editor
Charlotte Herzele <herzele@gmail.com> 

Crime & Safety Chairman 
Heather Freeman <hdozierfreeman@yahoo.com>

Production Manager/Advertising Director
Robert M. Farr 731-0617 <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>

Mail Ad Payments to:  
Carol Jackson. P.O. Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765

Mail Ad Artwork to:
Robert M. Farr <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>
7500 Chelmsford Dr. Austin,TX 78736

Distribution Coordinator
Rimas Remeza • 4105 Ave. F • 371-3158 

 <rimasx@yahoo.com>

Area Coordinators
North of 45th/West of Duval • Pam Dozler......................... 458-8927
North of 45th/East of Duval • Jay Gerard & Carrie Laughlin 	371-1546
South of 45th/West of Speedway • Robert Morris & Kathryn Kotrla...	
	  .................................................................................. 371-7246
South of 45th/East of Speedway • Martha Campbell.......... 452-2815

Contributors
Glen Alyn, Candy Gray Becker, Cynthia Beeman, Laurence Becker, Deaton 
Bednar, Mary Collins Blackmon, George Bristol, Chris Brown, Sharon 
Brown, Lewis Brownlow, Mark Burkhardt, Amon Burton, Martha Campbell, 
Inga Marie Carmel, Josephine Casey, Nicole Caspers, Kitty Clark, Betsy 
Clubine, Elsy Cogswell, Carol Cohen Burton, William Cook, Susan Crites 
Krumm, Celeste Cromack, Rob D’Amico, Herb Dickson, Avis Davis, Don 
Davis, Pam Dozler, Cathy Echols, Mark Fishman, Fred Florence, Merle 
Franke, Gregory Free, Nadia Freeman, Larry Freilich, Eugene George, 
Mary Carolyn George, Barbara Gibson, Larry Gilg, Susan Gilg, Ann S. 
Graham, Carolyn E. Grimes, Lisa Harris, Anne Hebert, Rachel Hector, 
Ben Heimsath, Kevin Heyburn, Albert Huffstickler, Cynthia Janis, Liz 
Jones, John Kerr, Susan Kerr, Bo Kersey, Susan Kirk, Dennis Lensing, 
Jeff Lewis, Karen McGraw, Sharon Majors, Jason Mann, Libby Malone, 
Alan Marburger, Peter Maxson, Brook Meggs, Elaine Meenehan, Fred 
Meredith, Jennie Miller, Susan Moffat, John Paul Moore, Patty Mora, 
Jack Nokes, Jill Nokes, Wren Nokes Willeford, Doron Pedahzur, Wanda 
Penn, Cecil Pennington, Linda Pennington, Peter Pfeiffer, Dorothy Richter, 
Walter Richter, Kristen De La Rosa, Steve Sadowsky, Mark Sainsbury, 
Jessica Salinas, Mary Lou Serafine, Jaime Shimkus, Cathy Short, Sarah 
Sitton, Thad Sitton, Clay Smith, Niyianta Spelman, Jenna Stephens, Julie 
Strong, Kathleen Strong, Debbie Trammell, Rollo Treadway, Lao Tzu, 
Jennifer Vickers, Katie Vignery, Sandra Villalaz-Dickson, Emily Visher, 
Martha Ward, Lorre Weidlich, Adam Wilson, Hanna Wiseman Jacobs, Joe 
Wiseman, Hermelinda Zamarripa.

From the President’s Desk:

Continued on following page 

Thanks to Homes Tour Chair David Conner, Trinity United Methodist Church and all the 
homeowners and volunteers for making the homes tour a big success! I am sure that this 

is an incomplete list, but John Williams, Catherine Moore, Carolyn Grimes, Deaton Bednar, 
John Moore, Robin Silberling, Phaedra Chandler, Dave Lyon, Sharon Majors, Adam Wilson, 
Cynthia Lyon, Peter Maxson, Hannah Carey, Alan Marburger, Mary Letouf, Sam Waring, 
Wanda Penn, Martha Campbell, Lori Cambell, Carol Burton, Carolyn McFarland Busby, Dr. 
Michael Nill, Dr. Irene Cohen, Frank Wilde, Kim Breakey and Linalice Carey helped with 
various aspects of the tour. Thanks also to our sponsors!

In response to Austin’s 
budget proposal to close some 
neighborhood pools, including 
the pool and baby pool at Shipe, 
a group of neighbors from Hyde 
Park and adjacent neighborhoods 
(including Hancock and 

Northfield) has begun meeting to 
work on developing alternatives 
to the pool closures. The Friends 
of Shipe Park, including Alison 
Young, Adam Wilson, Philip Baird, 
Rhonda Baird and Mark Fishman, 
have been the core leadership of 
this effort. If you are on Facebook, 
joining the Friends of Shipe Park 
group will insure you get current 
information on these efforts. 
On June 25th the group held 
our annual pool opening party, 
somewhat expanded this year in 
order to highlight our concern 
about the proposed closure of our 
neighborhood’s pools and so many 
others. Thanks to Fresh Plus for 
donating water for that event!

The trial closure of Bruning 
Avenue to through traffic began 
as scheduled on June 5th. The 
most recent information we have 
is that the experiment will run 
through September so that the 
test period will include some time 
when AISD and UT are in session. 
It is important that the city have 
as much data as possible on what 
effect the closure is having, so 
please share your observations 
with Gary Schatz, Dipti Borkar-
Desai and Ali Mozdbar in the 
transportation department and 
copy Bob Breeze, our point person 
on 51st Street and Duval issues. If 
you experience a serious problem 
please contact 311 as well to insure 

that the complaint is tracked. The 
transportation department has 
provided us with answers to some 
of our questions:

Question: How is the effect of 
the closure being measured?

Answer: Traffic counts have 
been collected for 51st Street at its 
intersection with Duval Street/
Bruning Avenue and Clarkson 
Avenue.  Traffic counts have been 
collected on Bruning Avenue, 
Duval Street, East 51st Street, 
Clarkson Avenue, and East 53rd 
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Send in your articles, letters, and photos (but not your 
poetry*) by the 15th of each month to:

	 Editor, Pecan Press
	 4106 Avenue F
	 Austin, TX 78751
	 <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>

*Send your poems to: 
	 Charlotte Herzele
	 <herzele@gmail.com>

We Welcome Your Submissions to Pecan Press

Note: The Pecan Press will not publish unsigned/unattributed poetry. All poems (even if written under a pen 
name) must carry a name and address or phone number for identification and verification purposes.

HPNA Membership Info

All memberships expire on September 30th 
of each year. 

�
Membership in HPNA is open to all 
residents aged 18 years or older who reside 
within the boundaries of Hyde Park or 
within 300 feet of the designated 
boundaries.  

�
New members, and members who lapse in 
dues for over six months, are eligible to 
vote at HPNA meetings 30 days after 
receipt of dues.

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association Enrollment         2010-11 Membership

Name  ______________________________________________ Phone ___________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________                                                                                

   I wish to be notified via email of HPNA meetings and events.

Email ____________________________________________________

Dues (per person)

  Standard - $5/year       Senior Citizen- $1/year

  New Member       Renewing Member

Payment:    Check        Cash  Date ____________

All memberships expire on September 30th of each year.  

Bring to an HPNA 
meeting, or send to: 

HPNA Membership
P.O. Box 49427
Austin, Texas  78765

Make checks payable to HPNA.   

—	 Lisa Harris	
HPNA President	
<Ljharrisus@yahoo.com>

Street.  Traffic counts will be 
collected at the same locations 
during the temporary closure, 
to be consistent.  Subsequent 
counts will occur some time this 
fall after Labor Day, 2011.  Traffic 
counts will occur on a typical 
weekday while school is in session.  
Similarly, travel times along East 
51st Street between Guadalupe 
Street and Airport Boulevard and 
queue lengths will be observed 
and documented before and 
during the temporary closure of 
Bruning Avenue.

Question: How is travel time 
measured? Presumably it’s not 
measured for each individual car. 
For which cars is it measured? 

Answer: We use “Floating Car 
Method.”  It means someone gets 
in a car and drives with other cars 
along the corridor for a few times.  

Question: If travel time 
decreases on 51st but at the same 
time increases on corresponding 
stretches of 45th, 53rd and Koenig 
will that information be captured? 
Will that be considered a success? 

Answer: We are just 
conducting travel time runs on the 
East 51st Street Corridor.

The next pretrial hearing 

for the tire slashing suspect is 
scheduled for July 20th at 9 AM. 
The trial date has not yet been set. 
In June the Austin Chronicle did a 
story on the court proceedings so 
far. If you missed it you can find 
it at <www.austinchronicle.com/
news/2011-06-10/tire-slasher-
suspect-gets-day-in-court/>

Announcement: 

Almond Tree Christian 
Fellowship will have 

Barbara Wentroble as a guest 
speaker on Sunday, July 31, 
2011 at 10:30 a.m. Barbara 
is a strong apostolic leader 
and is gifted with a powerful 
prophetic anointing. 	
For more information, please 
visit our website at 	
<www.almondtreecf.com> 
or call 512-452-8953. Our 
address is 4115 Avenue D, 
Austin, TX 78751. 

—	 Virginia McRae

Help Wanted Dept.: 
Pecan Press Seeks 
Editor

After serving ably as Pecan 
Press’s Interim Editor since 

last December, Sarah Sitton plans 
to step down from that post when 
her professorial responsibili-
ties at St. Edward’s resume in the 
fall. For his part, long-time Editor 
Grant Thomas has some other re-
sponsibilities and priorities, and 
feels that after 31 years of his ed-
itorial service, it is time for some 
new blood and a fresh perspective 
with the newsletter. Consequent-
ly, there will soon be a vacancy in 
the editorship of the Pecan Press, 
and interested neighbors are en-
couraged to apply for the position 
by contacting Sarah <sarahs@
stedwards.edu> and/or Grant 
>hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>. 
Key qualifications would include 
(but not be limited to) some de-
gree of journalistic ability, and a 
genuine interest in and love for the 
neighborhood. Contact us!
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35th Annual Homes Tour ...­
­		 		    …cont’d from page 1

Owners who generously opened their properties for 
the tour included:

Frank Wilde--Olson-Foster House, 3808 Avenue H
Carolyn McFarland--Proctor-Evans-Otting  House,  4200 

Duval
Carol Wagner and Debra Day--Cashway Bakery & Gro-

cery, 4001 Duval (now 4001 Duval Salon)
Linalice Carey--Carleston House, 4007 Avenue B
Josh Busby and Bethany Lee Albertson--Phillips-Frazier 

House, 4104 Avenue B
Dr. Michael Nill and Irene Cohen--Duett-Cummings 

House, 4009 Avenue A
The congregation of Trinity United Methodist Church, 

4001 Speedway
The Baker School at 3908 Avenue B was a site 

of interest on the tour but was not open for interior 
tours.

“I can't thank enough the wonderful owners 
and volunteers who gave their time and labor so 
generously to let us bring the story of historic Hyde 
Park to a much larger community,” said Homes 
Tour Chair David Conner. “The tour is important 
in bringing our neighborhood together to celebrate 
historic preservation and to learn more about our 
history.”

Local merchants pitched in to support Hyde Park 
by donating to and underwriting the tour. “I hope all 
Hyde Parkers will say thank you by supporting our 
sponsors and underwriters,” urged Conner.

Presenting sponsors were Grande Commuications 
and Susan Pringle of Amelia Bullock Realtors.  Other 
merchants supporting the tour included NeWorld 
Deli, Lin Team of Kinney Company Real Estate, 
architect Karen McGraw, CG&S Design Build, Hyde 
Park Bar and Grill, vino vino, Brad Haberer of Austin 
Eco-Lawn and Anne McCormack Haikota or Emerald 
Haven Realty.

Adam and Caroline Wilson of the Griffin School 
as well as several neighborhood children manned 
lemonade stands along the tour route.  Volunteers 
from Trinity Methodist sold water and cookies and 
led tours of the newly remodeled church.

Guides on the air-conditioned buses told the tales 
of Hyde Park past while cruising the avenues. In spite 
of the heat, neighbors and visitors enthusiastically 
walked, biked or rode buses, appreciating and 
absorbing the atmosphere of the lovely historic 
properties.  For a few hours over two days Hyde 
Parkers pitched in, bringing the spirit of Hyde 
Park past to life and drawing tour goers Back to 
Hometown Austin: Hyde Park.

—	 Catherine Moore
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Smoothie King custom blends with all natural ingredients, including 
real fruit and juices making Smoothie King a Healthy alternative to 
fast food.  Whether your goal is to trim down, build up, or just Þnd a 
snack that is good for you, Smoothie King has a smoothie for you.

$100 OFF ANY SIZE SMOOTHIE
Valid at this location only. Not good with any other offer. Limit one per 

person, per visit.  Some restrictions may apply. Expires 8/31/2011
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Hyde Park Handyman
Big or Small, We Do it All

PETE REED

20 Years Experience
Free Estimates
(512) 736-6539

Ed
uc
at

ing
the

futur
e leaders of the creative class

College Prep, Fine Arts
Moving to 50th and Evans on Aug 1st!

www.griffinschool.org

In that context, it was shocking last month to learn 
that the city has proposed to close Shipe Pool along 
with seven other neighborhood pools to save mon-
ey from its Parks and Recreation Department budget. 
City Council will vote on the pool closures this sum-
mer as part of the its 2012 budget.

This summer, we will need to stand up for our 
pool. But this issue is larger than Shipe Pool. It is 
larger than the 2012 budget. The larger issue is the 
dire need for adequate and sustainable funding for 
neighborhood parks and pools across the city. This 
is a substantial and long-term challenge, and it will 
require a significant and sustained effort to find solu-
tions.

Friends of Shipe Park, a group of neighborhood 
volunteers who have worked to improve the park and 
pool in recent years, works to advocate for Shipe Pool 
and has partnered with other neighborhood groups 
to seek a broader solution to this funding crisis. Just 
as in the fight to save neighborhood schools, we will 
need broad and passionate support for neighborhood 
parks. Please join us in this effort to keep Shipe Pool 
open and to fund and support all of the neighborhood 
parks and pools in Austin.

Stay up-to-date with this effort at <www.shi-
pepark.org> on FaceBook at the “Friends of Shipe 
Park” group, and through the Austin Parks Founda-
tion at <www.austinparks.org>.

See you at the pool,

—	 Adam Wilson	
Friends of Shipe Park

Save Shipe Pool...­
­		 		    …cont’d from page 1
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Remembering  
Celeste Cromack

We are greatly saddened to report the 
recent passing of long-time friend and 

neighbor Celeste Cromack — who, along 
with her beloved late husband Bert,  lived for 
many years at 4016 Duval. Celeste was not 
only a wonderful person, a kindly soul and a 
quietly sardonic wit, but also a model citizen. 
Indeed, she served as HPNA President from 
October 1980 to October 1982, and under 
her leadership, neighborhood revitalization 
efforts accelerated in dramatic and impactful 
fashion. Due to deadline constraints, 
we’ll have to wait until next month to re-
publish a tribute to Celeste (“Thank You, 
Madame President”) that appeared in the 
November 1982 issue of this newsletter, and 
outlined the many noteworthy events and 
accomplishments of her tenure.

Meanwhile, the November ‘82 issue also featured 
a valedictory message from Celeste, as she prepared 
to hand over the HPNA presidential reins. Her 
message is reprinted below, and is as true today as 
it was when she first conveyed it nearly thirty years 
ago:

Participation is Vital
       My two years as HPNA president brought 
me some good days, some bad days, and some 
I would prefer to forget. However, they were all 
important days, and I am glad to have had the 
opportunity to meet so many of my neighbors 
while I worked for and with the neighborhood.
We live in a unique environment, and it is up to 
each of us to maintain the quality of life we call 
Hyde Park. No one individual will save our neigh-
borhood. It is only as we work together that we 
can hope to preserve the character and integrity 
of Hyde Park.
       I hope you will join me in working with 
our new president Ruth Reeder and the other 
officers. These individuals have accepted the re-
sponsibility for representing our neighborhood, 
and they must have our support. Each of us has 
a job to do, whether it is delivering newsletters, 
attending meetings, acting as a spokesperson, or 
becoming an HPNA member. If each of us does 
our part, HPNA will continue to be a vital and vi-
able neighborhood.

	 	      - Celeste Cromack
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PIANO LESSONS
ANGELO LEMBESIS

EDUCATOR, PERFORMER, COMPOSER

• M.M. UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS

• TEN YEARS EXPERIENCE TEACHING 

• CLOSE TO BRENTWOOD ELEMENTARY

Web: www.pianobyangelo.com

Phone: 817.403.3409

Avery 5371

Pecan Press is on-line at
<www.austinhydepark.org>

HPNA General Meeting 
Minutes for June 2011

Planning for Austin’s utilities future 
and the future of the Shipe Park pool 

dominated the June general meeting. 
President Lisa Harris called the meeting to 
order at 7:00.

Colin Rowan, consultant and media person 
for the Pecan Street Project, came to present the 
project’s aims and encourage neighbor participation. 
He explained the project is a joint venture of Austin 
Energy, the University of Texas, City of Austin, and 
Environmental Defense Fund, among others.  The 
group’s first endeavor is a demonstration project 
at Mueller, trying out distributed solar, smart grid 
water, demand response, electric vehicles, energy 
storage, dynamic pricing, smart appliances, and green 
building. The goal is to find which parts really work 
and which will not in a real-world environment.  The 
project is partially funded by a $10.4 million grant 
from the US Department of Energy.

The eventual goal of the project is to enroll a 
thousand homes in the project, both at Mueller and 
in other neighborhoods.  The first two phases will be 
a hundred homes in the Mueller development and 
another hundred in the city that have passed an E-
CAD energy audit.  The third phase will include a 
thousand homes, and have both energy-efficient and 
older, “leaky” homes in the customer base.  Neighbors 
who want more information about the project can go 
to its Web site, www.pecanstreetproject.org .

Baker School came up next, with Lisa noting 
that the school district had agreed to use basketball 
backboards and nets already on hand to replace the 
weathered backboards currently at the school.  The 
issue of pending sale of the school was raised; Karen 
McGraw stating that the posted asking price of $7.5 
million represented a “fire sale” price, and this raised 
questions about a potential sweetheart deal. She also 
raised questions about the process used to select the 
broker for the school sale.

Crime chair Heather Freeman was not present, but 
Lisa reported the tire slasher trial is proceeding with 
the next hearing scheduled for June 15th.

Hyde Park Pool: Mark Fishman introduced 
neighbor Jill Nokes, who is also a member of the 
Austin Parks Foundation.  Jill gave a long and 
sobering talk about the state of the parks and 
recreation budget, and what neighbors could 
do to minimize the impact on Shipe and other 
neighborhood pools. She advised that there will need 
to be commitment by neighborhood associations 

Continued on following page 
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for underwriting support, a buddy system to share 
what resources there are, and as much publicity as 
possible, including social media, to stress the pool’s 
presence in and importance to the neighborhood.  She 
also observed that while things may improve in the 
short term, the longer-term need for commitment by 
neighborhood associations like HPNA will always 
be there, and now is the time to think about a longer-
term strategy.

Bruning closure:  Bob Breeze and Lisa attended 
the Transportation and Planning subcommittee 
meeting.  They stressed the need to keep pressing 
for the city to establish objective measures to judge 
success or failure of the closing.  We need to know 
whether and how the closure has affected traffic on 
51st Street.  If HPNA can reach consensus with other 
affected neighborhood associations, we can use that to 
guide the City in developing their measures.

The meeting adjourned at 8:30.

—	 Sam Waring, 	
HPNA Co-Secretary
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Joe Zakes

Residential Remodeling
From Additions to Repairs

apcaustin.com

Cooking Cactus Paddles
by Meredith Bethune

Despite its 
thorny exterior, 

transforming the 
prickly pear cactus 
from a lawn ornament 
into a delicate fresh 
vegetable is nearly 
painless. Cactus 
paddles, or nopales, are a common food 
source in Mexico, where they are prized 
for their medicinal and diabetes prevention 
properties.

Spring is the ideal time to harvest nopales, when 
the plants sprout new growth. Select young, bright 
green leaves that are about six inches long instead of 
the older, more fibrous pads. Wear gloves if you plan 
to pick from a spined cactus variety, as the thorns can 
irritate the skin. Grip your nopal of choice with a pair 
of tongs, and use a knife to cut the leaf from the base, 
separating it from the rest of the plant.

Back in your kitchen, remove the thorns by 
holding the paddle firmly between the tongs, and 
scraping against them with a knife. Try to leave the 
skin as intact as possible. Finally, slice the paddle into  
inch strips. Now the nopales are ready to be cooked.

Below is a simple recipe for cactus called 
Nopaliches because the vegetables are quickly pickled 
in citrus juice like fish in ceviche. This cactus salad 
recipe makes a novel taco filling composed mostly of 
food you can harvest in your own yard.

Nopaliches
Serves 4
Ingredients:
4 nopales paddles, stripped of thorns and sliced 

into strips
2 poblano peppers, roasted and sliced into strips
1 white onion, sliced into thin rings
cup cilantro, minced
juice of 3 limes

Bring a pot of salted water to boil, and toss in the 
onion. After five minutes, add the nopales and cook 
five minutes longer. Turn off the heat, and drain the 
water from the vegetables. Place the blanched onion 
and nopales in a bowl and add the roasted poblano 
pepper strips along with the cilantro. Add the lime 
juice, salt to taste, and toss the vegetables to coat them 
evenly. Serve the nopaliches wrapped in warmed corn 
tortillas. Mexican cream, queso fresco,and hot sauce. 
Chorizo also makes a nice addition.
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HybridRealtor@Stanberry.com

Hyde Park Resident & Neighborhood Realtor
Jeff  Baker  512 619-7421 ABOR, REALTOR®
Former State Licensed Appraiser                          Also check out jeffbakerart.biz

R E A L T O R S ®

Stanberry
Associates

In partnership with solesforsouls, I will be donating 200 pairs 
of shoes for those in need with each real estate transaction. 
Check out soles4souls.org to see how you can get involved! 

Ivy Awareness

Neighbors,

When walking Hyde Park’s country lands, i.e. the alleys  be aware 
that the poison ivy is flourishing.  A jingle from an early Boy Scout 
Handbook is useful in identifying these plants with palmately-
compound leaves 

Fingers three, turn and flee.

Fingers five, let them thrive.

Berries white, poisonous sight.

Fruit dark blue, no harm will do.

—	 Mary Carolyn George

Letters Dept.

Hyde Park Poets

Three Haikus 
The young must follow
a devastating path thru’ 
winter’s ’scape.  Then snow falls.

The purpose of  life
I’m now quite sure, is we should
make a lotta manure. 

If Creative Design is really 
the thing, Then all bow down to
the Vegetable King.

—	 E.S. Cuny
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Remembering Albert  
(an Ode)

He told me he’d leave me his rhyming machine
yet it was left out of his will and trust.
But I found it later in the back corner room
under a tarp and all covered with dust.
It still looked like new, like it’d never been used
and I tried but it wouldn’t crank up.

So I wandered around his boxed up thoughts
and looked for his “Figuring Rhythms” book.
I found it in a haphazard stack
in one that he’d marked “Personal.”
But on opening the crate and pulling it out
the pages were gone from the manual.
 
But underneath there was a single sheet
that was blank except for his name,
and inscribed therein in an unreadable hand,
instructions to follow him to his grave.

I next found the chest that was marked “Oblivion”
which held his patterns of thought-composition. 
But when I opened it up and pulled out the boards,
they turned into sand and spilled on floor.
There they formed scribbles on top of the dust,
and in runic-characters spelled out: “Long live 
Huff.”

– E.S. Cuny

Hyde Park Poets

Jay Bolsega, Architect
Currently seeking clients to assist with residential 

remodels, additions, and new construction

512-495-6515

. .
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Suzee Brooks, REALTOR® CNE
mobile 512.740.5771 • office 512.499.0499 • fax 512.499.0460 • suzee@lyonrealestate.net

Virtual Tour & Info:
lyonrealestate.net

Offered at
$295,000

• Three Bedrooms, Two Bathrooms
• Open Formal Living & Dining Rooms
• Original Longleaf Pine Wood Floors & Trim
• Clawfoot Tub & Indoor Laundry Room
• Pantry Closet, Carport, & Storage Shed
• Covered Front Porch & Huge Back Deck
• Walk to Everything Hyde Park Has to Offer!

306 WEST 44TH NO. 1 Classic Hyde Park Bungalow

FO
R
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LE

Lucien, Stirling and Gray  
Advisory Group, Inc. 

CONGRATULATIONS!

Every single one of our advisors is featured in the
September 2010 issue of Texas Monthly magazine 

as a FIVE STAR Wealth Manager SM!

“Life is full of riches. Your relationship with
a trusted advisor should be the same.” 

Thank you for your confidence and trust!

4005 Guadalupe · Austin, TX  78751 
(512) 458-2517 

www.lsggroup.com 

“Smart Decisions About Serious Money” 

Located in the Historic John Rutledge House 

In Hyde Park since 1992 
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www.GWYNDOWS.com
 444-1954

Women Owned and Operated

Commercial and Residential

Great Quality and Affordable

Excellent Customer Service

ECO-friendly And Fully Insured

CALL US FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE !

This Healing Earth 
It can start at the end of a party,
a birthday, a broadcast, a Bon Voyage.
Too late, too tired – to bed!  Leave it 
for the morning and tomorrow’s garbage.
Next day, sweeping up, dishes washed,
leftovers wrapped up, frozen or tossed.
Dumping the cups and trays filled with ash
finding the glasses and cans in the back.
And when the silver is back in its case,
	 finally a spot of rest, for a moment content,
	 that things have returned to place.

Or it can happen in the middle of a day,
some time alone while the kids are away.
On the radio you’ll hear a familiar tune
that takes you back, to a roll in the sack
with a lover you’d long forgot.  Then
the music stops whether you want it or not,
find you’re staring a mirror hard in the face.
	 You come back from the moon all too soon
	 and sigh, as you return to place.

And it ends at the start of a sunset sky, 
the wife and me rocking side by side.
In the starry vastness as soaring birds cry,
she takes my hand, I understand,
there’s no reason to ask why:
Did we do as we should? 
Did we raise the kids good? 
Again tears well up in our eyes.
By luck or by fate, we found God’s grace,
from the witness of birth, to this calling earth,
	 serene now in the knowledge,
	 that things return to place.

– E.S. Cuny

Hyde Park Poets
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Hyde Park Specialist

Sam Archer
Broker | Realtor®, Juice Homes LLC

512.633.4650
Sam@ArcherAustin.com
www.JuiceHomes.com

and Resident

Sam is a Hyde Park enthusiast and has been living and investing in Hyde 
Park since 1995.

Sam	is	a	graduate	of	Harvard	and	the	LBJ	School	and	is	a	Certified									
Negotiation Expert®

Call Sam if you are considering selling .  It makes a difference 
when your Realtor® knows what is happening in our real estate market.

Helping clients buy and sell in 
Austin with integrity and 

unparalleled representation

Hyde Park Neighbors –

Biggs Plumbing, a commercial contractor for 
over 40 years, is now providing residential 
service. 

Consider us for your:
• Kitchen and bath remodeling 
• New tankless water heaters
• Service calls

We live in the neighborhood and understand 
the challenges of older plumbing.  Let us help 
you with your next project.

512–837–5955
service@biggsplumbing.com 

http://www.biggsplumbing.com

TX Masters License M36811

INTRODUCING 

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

One of the few professionals still making house calls.

Alexander F Henley
Financial Advisor
.

4101 Guadalupe Street
Suite 600
Austin, TX 78751
512-323-0060

Alexander Henley
Alexander Henley is one of 12000 Edward Jones
financial advisors serving individual investors in 50
states. Today, we have more branch offices than any
other brokerage firm in the country, and we serve more
than 6 million individual investors nationwide.
Alexander is anxious to put the extensive resources of
Edward Jones to work for you. He'll meet with you at
home or at any other convenient location that suits
your needs.
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I am going to slouch 
around the couch

I am going to slouch around the couch, tonight
Others may choose to enjoy a margarita,
Shifting around the sunset,
Granted, that is a lovely thought
To sit on a deck, feeling a warm, hot, breeze,
Sipping that frozen nectar, developed by 
Our neighbors to the south,
But, me, well, it’s been a long, fun day of play
And age, my constant companion
Has sneaked out, again, and crept up on my whimsy,

It is not for aching, or pain of any kind,
That compels me to my sofa,
Rather a desire for reflection,
A desire to remember
Deep satisfactions, near misses, and, yes,
The occasional catastrophe,
My slowing down does not seem to have any effect
On the passage of time though it does seem to provide 
me
With opportunity, to imagine the do-over’s, 
The might-haves, and otherwise, 
Other ways events could have unfolded,

I wonder, as I read what I have written here,
If I am only justifying my lack of inclination
To seek out a party, partner, or pastime, 
Other than reflection,
Other than self-examination,
Other than sifting through my own
Satisfactions,

Time plays tricks and we all know that memories shift
With time and that memories decay 
And even if they do not go away, 
They are different than what actually happened,
Depending upon the time, the mood, the setting
This is a recurring theme, for me,
I often wonder if your recollection of the moments
We have shared, bear any resemblance to mine.

—	 Herzele	
6/12/2011

Hyde Park Poets



Pecan Press — July, 2011 — Page 17 

1000 E 41st St
Austin, TX 78751

ARBORTECH
Member of and Certified by The International 

Society of Arboriculture 

Stan Noblett, B. S. Molecular Biology 

940-0705
Residential-Commercial

· Sick Tree Diagnosis         · Pruning 
· Storm Damage               · Removal 
· Ball Moss           · Cabling & Bracing 
· Lot Clearing            · Roof Clearing 
· Appraisal · Native Tree Experts 

Complete Tree Service 

www.arbortech.org
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For the life  of  your trees .
pruning  fertilization  pest & disease management  removal
CALL 877 BARTLETT 877.227.8538 OR VISIT BARTLETT.COM

BARTLETT.
BEcAusE fuLL, hEALThy TREEs 

mAkE foR fuLL, hEALThy LivEs.

The trees and shrubs that shade us and grow along with us are 
valuable assets that deserve care and protection. for over 

100 years, we’ve led both the science and services that make 
your landscape thrive. No matter the size or scope of 

your tree and shrub care needs, our experts provide you with 
a rare mix of local service, global resources and innovative 

practices. Trees add so much value to our lives. And Bartlett 
adds even more value to your trees.

Hyde Park Poets

Taking Leave

Morning light–clear as 
that light inside you somewhere–
a trading post in some small
town in northern New Mexico–
I don’t remember the name–it
doesn’t matter–wandering among 
the gewgaws for tourists and 
the necessities for natives, 
looking for something to take
back with me, something to 
remind me of all this when I’m 
back home, feeling my chest
tighten thinking of leaving
this state that has such
enchantment (yes, enchantment)
for me, going back to work. 
Longing.  We’re talking about 
longing, longing for the 
very space that surrounds you.
Something quixotic, something 
very sad here.  This was one
of my early trips.  Later, I 
learned wisdom, learned to 
walk away from it, taking 
nothing with me.  That’s the 
good way, that’s the clean way. 

—	 Albert Huffstickler	
6.6.2000
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With Grande’s Game-Winning
Triple Plays, you’ll never lose!

“Grande brings a new level of value to the game with
  their bundled services. That’s why I chose Grande.”

State Farm, Bloomington, IL

We all feel the same commitment to care for our families. Helping 
you meet your insurance needs is part of my commitment to you. 
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.® 
CALL ME TODAY.

Family is why
we do it all.

0907504 

Steve Vinklarek, Agent
3700 N IH 35

Austin, TX 78705
Bus: 512-452-0214

www.steveinsures.com

Your Central Austin Good Neighbor
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Suzanne Pringle 

REALTOR, Broker 

Cell (512) 217-1047 

pringle@ameliabullock.com 

www.ameliabullock.com 

 Your Hyde Park Real Estate Expert 
If you are considering buying or selling, contact Suzanne Pringle today for a       

complimentary  market  analysis and customized marketing plan for your home       
or investment  property and a current list of properties for sale. 

HYDE PARK HOMES GALLERYHYDE PARK HOMES GALLERYHYDE PARK HOMES GALLERY   

505 East 39th St. 
1922  bungalow on 1/4 acre lot 
in heart of Hyde Park. 3BR, 2BA 
including separate downstairs 
flex space.  Meticulous restora-
tion with long leaf pine floors, 
high ceilings, French doors. 

Listed at $449,000 

817 East 38th St. 
Traditional all-brick one-story 
home on tree-shaded lot across 
from Hancock Golf Course. 3BR, 
2BA, 2LIV & 2DIN. Family room 
with large wood-burning fireplace 
and built-ins. Two-car  garage. 

Listed at $374,000 

4001 Avenue C 
The Mary Lowry House, an his-
toric landmark in Hyde Park. 
Classic Victorian style built in 
1903. Over 2,000 SF with 2BR, 
2.5BA, 2LIV, 2DIN on double 
corner lot. Detached garage. 

Listed at $575,000 

3815 Avenue G  
Recently updated 1920s brick 
home ready for move-in. Over 
2 , 5 0 0  S F  w i t h  3 B R , 
3BA,3LIV,2DIN. Hardwood floors, 
fireplace, gourmet kitchen, 
downstairs master suite.  

Listed at $669,000 

5001 Rowena Ave. 
Best buy! Adorable home on 
corner lot in North Hyde Park 
shaded by tall palm tree. 3BR, 
2BA, open living & dining. Hard-
woods, updated kitchen, covered 
back porch, deck, 2-car carport.   

Listed at $285,000 

108 West 33rd St. 
The Speer House, Historic Land-
mark in Aldridge Place. Majestic  
1925 Spanish Colonial Revival 
home on large lot with pool, 
gardens and guest house. 4BR, 
3.5BA, 3LIV, 2DIN.  

Listed at $1,095,000 

122 Laurel Lane 
Eclectic 1932 Mission-style  home 
completely updated by Dunaway 
Architects. Open floor plan with 
3BR, 2BA, 2LIV. Hardwoods, gas 
fireplace, center-island kitchen 
with walk-in pantry. 

Listed at $459,000 

101 West 32nd St. 
1925 brick Tudor Revival style 
home on corner lot in Aldridge 
Place. Updated kitchen and 
baths. Flexible floor plan with 
4BR, 3BA, 2LIV, 1DIN. Fireplace, 
arched windows, French doors. 

Listed at $695,000 


