
	 When:	 7:00 p.m. 	
	 	 Monday, June 7, 2010 
	 Where:	 New Location	
	 	 Groups for the Elderly cafeteria	
	 	 3710 Cedar Street
	 Who:	 YOU and your neighbors
	 Note:	 HPNA general meetings usually 	
	take place on the first Monday of each month.
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This year we will be re-
visiting one of the original 
institutions of Austin, now 
known as the Austin State 
Hospital. From east to west, 
guests will enjoy the sur-
prises to be found in the 
houses on this year’s tour. 
Can you guess which lo-
cation hosted a video for 
Willie Nelson? Do you 
know where you can find 
design and architecture 
from a New York designer? 
Which home features land-
scaping from street to street 
particularly suitable for cro-
quet and bocce?

The tour runs June 19 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and 
on June 20 from 1 p.m. to 
5 p.m. You may purchase 
your tickets in advance at 
HydeParkHomesTour.org 
or at the Fresh Plus at 43rd 
and Duval. Advance purchases are 
at a discount. Tickets may also be 
purchased during tour hours on 
the grounds of Austin State Hos-
pital in front of the Main Building. 
This stately and elegant structure, 
formerly known as the Texas State 
Lunatic Asylum, is the third oldest 
public building in the state of Tex-
as. Parking at the beginning of the 
tour is plentiful.

What Secrets Lie Within? Find 
Out at Our 2010 Homes Tour!

We provide transportation for 
tour visitors, complete with local 
volunteer storytellers of the histo-
ry of Austin’s first subdivision and 
oldest neighborhood. Numerous 
guests have reported that riding 
our buses with the narrators alone 
was worth the price of the tickets.

Each house is populated with 
docents to give you background on 
the houses and their secrets in ad-

Father’s Day weekend 2010, the Hyde Park Neighborhood 
Association is once again hosting its annual Hyde Park 

Homes Tour. 

Inside the Austin State Hospital: If you crave more 
inside views, you’ll need to attend the Homes Tour.  
(See Homes Tour Preview of Homes, page 11)

The Rainforest 
Partnership Story
(Note: The May 18th edition of the American-
Statesman included a lengthy and highly 
complimentary feature about our neighbor 
Niyanta Spelman’s stellar work with the 
Rainforest Partnership, which she described as 
her “...finally getting to do what I’ve wanted 
to do all my life.” We invited Niyanta to tell 
neighbors more about the nature and purpose 
of that work, and this is what she was kind 
enough to send us:)

“Destroying rainforest for 
economic gain is like burn-
ing a Renaissance painting to 
cook a meal.”

I can’t take credit for this 
line — it’s from E.O. Wilson, the 
famous Harvard ant and termite 
expert. But I wish I could, because 
it captures the essence of what I do 
as well as anything.

Rainforests are Leonardos: 
beautiful, complex, and still only 
semi-explored. Just as authors 
write best-sellers about new 
meanings found in The Last 
Supper, biologists are finding 
new species in rainforests all 
the time. The steady destruction 
of rainforests means the steady 
destruction of those species. Some 

Continued on page 3
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As I watch the BP oil disaster 
unfold on the news, and I as see 
the many military trucks on the 
local highway, it reminds me of the 
natural disaster in New Orleans 
five years ago. Hopefully, five 
years from now this man-made 
disaster will just be a passing 
thought and everything will be 
returned back to normal.

Meanwhile, the City of Austin 
has disposal sites for motor-
oil. The following link provides 
more information: <http://www.
ci.austin.tx.us/sws/zerowaste_
recycling_motoroil.htm>

Getting back to HPNA items 
of interest, June 2010 will be 
quite an eventful month for the 
neighborhood. Our annual Homes 
Tour will occur on Father’s Day 
Weekend and our Local Historic 
District Application will be under 
consideration by city staff. I want 
to thank both the 2010 Homes Tour 
Committee and the Local Historic 
District Committee for their able 
handling of these responsibilities.

See you at the Homes Tour! 

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association
P. O Box 49427 • Austin, TX 78765

http://www.austinhydepark.org

— HPNA Officers/Steering Committee —
President  
• David Conner• daypaycon@yahoo.com .............................. 627-0813
Co-Vice Presidents 
• Cynthia Majors Lyons • majorslyon@homesinaustin.net ... 407-8080 
• Lisa Harris • Ljharrisus@yahoo.com................................... 467-2504
Co-Secretaries • Denise Girard • dmgirard@grandecom.net................ 
• Sally Robey • hotelrobey@aol.com............................... 956-536-1544
Co-Treasurers • Carol Jackson • caroljackson@austin.rr.com  
I Jay Aarons • ijaarons@aol.com • PO Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765
Additional Steering Committee Members: • Dorothy Richter • Stan 
Kozinzky • Wanda Penn • Kent Rosivi • Paula Rhodes • Mark Fishman

HPNA Committee/Task Forces (w/chairs)
AISD • Ann S. Graham, 3815 Ave H..............................................458-8096
Alley Coordinator • Carol Burton, skywash@austin.rr.com........................
Austin Neighborhoods Council Rep. • Lisa Harris, ljharrisus@yahoo.com
Beautification 	..................................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Children’s Programs • ....................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Church/Neighborhood Liaison • Niyata Spelman, 3802 Ave. F.	459-8349
Communications/Web • Robin Silberling, robin@wcook.org......452-1783
Crime & Safety • Carol Welder, cjwelder@msn.com...................459-6205
Development Review  
Catherine Moore, chmoore@austin.rr.com ....................................569-1047
Finance • Nick Van Bavel, nvb123@yahoo.com..........................................
Graffiti Patrol ..................................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
Homes Tour • Barbara Gibson, bg@ghrdlaw.com........................................
Membership • Jim & Eileen Genevro, jgenevro@earthlink.net....401-3803
Neighborhood Planning • Karen McGraw, 4315 Ave. C .............459-2261
Local Historic District • Lorre Weidlich, lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com	
Shipe Park • 	 Mark Fishman, mlfishman@gmail.com................656-5505
Sidewalks • Michelle Lee, michelle_lee7@hotmail.com..............................
Social • Deaton Bednar, deatonbednar@grandecom.net...............................
Tree Preservation • JP Moore, johnpaulmoore@austin.rr.com ....789-7025
Triangle Development • Cathy Echols, 4002 Ave. C....................206-0729
Zoning • Dorothy Richter, 3901 Ave. G.........................................452-5117

Pecan Press
The Pecan Press is published monthly

by the Hyde Park Neighborhood Association in Austin, Texas.
Note: Each month’s ad and editorial deadline is 

the 15th of month preceding publication.

Editor
Grant Thomas 450-0464 <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>

Associate Editor
Sarah Sitton 459-4530 207 E. 39th St.

Poetry Editor
Nancy Taylor Day 892-0127 <poemmom@gmail.com>  

4001 Duval (Salon) 78751

Crime & Safety Chairman 
Carol Welder <cjwelder@msn.com>

Production Manager/Advertising Director
Robert M. Farr 731-0617 <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>

Mail Ad Payments to:  
Carol Jackson. P.O. Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765

Mail Ad Artwork to:
Robert M. Farr <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>
7500 Chelmsford Dr. Austin,TX 78736

Distribution Coordinator
Rimas Remeza • 4105 Ave. F • 371-3158 

 <rimasx@yahoo.com>

Area Coordinators
North of 45th/West of Duval • Pam Dozler......................... 458-8927
North of 45th/East of Duval • Jay Gerard & Carrie Laughlin 	371-1546
South of 45th/West of Speedway • Robert Morris & Kathryn Kotrla...	
	  .................................................................................. 371-7246
South of 45th/East of Speedway • Martha Campbell.......... 452-2815

Contributors
Glen Alyn, Candy Gray Becker, Cynthia Beeman, Laurence Becker, Deaton 
Bednar, Mary Collins Blackmon, George Bristol, Chris Brown, Sharon 
Brown, Lewis Brownlow, Mark Burkhardt, Amon Burton, Martha Campbell, 
Inga Marie Carmel, Josephine Casey, Nicole Caspers, Kitty Clark, Betsy 
Clubine, Elsy Cogswell, Carol Cohen Burton, William Cook, Susan Crites 
Krumm, Celeste Cromack, Rob D’Amico, Herb Dickson, Avis Davis, Don 
Davis, Pam Dozler, Cathy Echols, Mark Fishman, Fred Florence, Merle 
Franke, Gregory Free, Larry Freilich, Eugene George, Mary Carolyn 
George, Barbara Gibson, Larry Gilg, Susan Gilg, Ann S. Graham, Carolyn 
E. Grimes, Lisa Harris, Anne Hebert, Rachel Hector, Ben Heimsath, Albert 
Huffstickler, Cynthia Janis, Liz Jones, John Kerr, Susan Kerr, Bo Kersey, 
Susan Kirk, Dennis Lensing, Jeff Lewis, Karen McGraw, Sharon Majors, 
Jason Mann, Libby Malone, Alan Marburger, Peter Maxson, Brook Meggs, 
Elaine Meenehan, Fred Meredith, Susan Moffat, John Paul Moore, Patty 
Mora, Jack Nokes, Jill Nokes, Wren Nokes Willeford, Wanda Penn, Cecil 
Pennington, Peter Pfeiffer, Dorothy Richter, Walter Richter, Kristen De 
La Rosa, Steve Sadowsky, Mark Sainsbury, Mary Lou Serafine, Jaime 
Shimkus, Cathy Short, Sarah Sitton, Thad Sitton, Clay Smith, Niyianta 
Spelman, Jenna Stephens, Julie Strong, Kathleen Strong, Debbie Trammell, 
Rollo Treadway, Lao Tzu, Jennifer Vickers, Katie Vignery, Sandra Villalaz-
Dickson, Lorre Weidlich, Adam Wilson, Hanna Wiseman Jacobs, Joe 
Wiseman, Hermelinda Zamarripa.

From the President’s Desk:

—	 David Conner	
HPNA President	
<daypaycon@yahoo.com>

Oil, Vey!

Hello Neighbors, as we watch the BP oil spill in the Gulf 
Coast area turn into a environmental disaster, I am in 

New Orleans visiting my family. During this oil spill event, 
my father and I reminisced how “back in the day, “before 
the quick car oil change facilities were around, we would 
change the oil in our cars ourselves. However, there was no 
convenient place to get rid of the used motor oil. I remember 
how I would watch our neighbors dump the used motor-oil 
in the street drain or dig a hole in their backyards and pour 
the oil in the hole and bury it. We did not think anything 
about it. Not today, though. 
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Send in your articles, letters, and photos (but not your 
poetry*) by the 15th of each month to:

	 Editor, Pecan Press
	 4106 Avenue F
	 Austin, TX 78751
	 <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>

*Send your poems to: 
	 Nancy Taylor Day
	 4001 Duval
	 Austin 78751
	 <poemmom@gmail.com>

We Welcome Your Submissions to Pecan Press

Note: The Pecan Press will not publish unsigned/unattributed poetry. All poems (even if written under a pen 
name) must carry a name and address or phone number for identification and verification purposes.

Please enclose a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope for return of your 
materials.

experts have calculated that we lose over 100 species 
— most of them undiscovered — every day due to 
rainforest destruction. 

Deforestation accounts for nearly one-fifth of all 
greenhouse gas emissions — more than all the emis-
sions associated with all the world’s cars, trucks, 
planes, boats, and trains combined. Tropical rain-
forests, which provide breathable air and habitats to 
many species, cover about 6 percent of the Earth’s sur-
face. This is less than half of the area they covered 100 
years ago. Every year, we lose an area the size of Nica-
ragua, Costa Rica and El Salvador to deforestation. At 
this rate of deforestation, we would lose the remaining 
tropical rainforests in only 40 years. To do something 
about such a colossal problem, we started Rainfor-
est Partnership in December 2007 as an Austin-based, 
Hyde Park-based (initially) nonprofit organization.

Deforestation unfortunately makes economic sense 
for many small communities in the Amazon basin. 
With few options for livelihood, clearing trees for cattle 
ranches or cacao plantations is profitable in the short 
term. Rainforest Partnership (RP) works to provide al-
ternative economic options to Amazon residents so 
the rainforest can be preserved. We partner with local 
communities using a bottom-up approach to develop 
sustainable economic alternatives that match the local 
rainforest, customs and skills.

Our first project was in Mushuk Llacta de Chipaota 
in Amazonian Peru, an indigenous population of about 
1,000 with nearly 15,000 acres of community-owned, 
bio-diverse land and forest. The community’s primary 
source of income came from the piassaba palm, a 30-
foot palm that produces leaves with stiff, wiry fibers 
used to make brooms. People normally harvested the 
fiber using a non-sustainable method that killed the 
trees. After years of harvesting, the nearest palms were 
at the farthest reaches of their forest. The harvesting 
was also illegal, as the fiber was used for commercial 
purposes and was done in the buffer zone of a national 
park (a protected area).

 Rainforest Partnership’s Peruvian-based team 
of forestry engineers and ecologists worked with the 
community to develop a management plan to provide 

Chipaota with a steady income that does not involve 
depleting their rainforest. Now the community has al-
most 9,000 acres protected under this management 
plan that provides a steady and predictable income for 
the community from legal and sustainable harvest of 
the palm fiber. We also helped the community create a 
business entity with 40 families.

We are now also working in Sani Isla, Amazoni-
an Ecuador and Pampa Hermosa in Central Peru. We 
have been involved in Pampa Hermosa since 2008, 
working to improve infrastructure to bring ecotourism 
to their cloudforest. We plan to begin the first phase of 
the project this summer. And in Sani Isla, Ecuador, we 
are partnering with the non-profit Conservación y De-
sarrollo to help women to use natural resources from 
the rainforests such as seeds and fibers to create hand-
icrafts to sell locally and beyond. This project is not 
only economically and environmentally beneficial, 
but allows women to earn an income for the first time, 
something that the community itself supported.

Through partnering with these communities, we 
are helping the communities conserve their forests 
while using their resources in sustainable, profitable 
ways. We, and they, are doing this for us all. It is up to 
all of us here in Austin, and in the US, to support these 
communities as if they were in our own backyards. 
What happens to the rainforests of Ecuador and Peru 
affects us all. And we must work together as a glob-
al community to reduce further deforestation of these 
rainforests, so they do not begin to disappear in the 
next few decades.

E.O. Wilson, who knows his way around a rain-
forest, also said that slashing and burning of our 
rainforests has created “the greatest extinction since 
the end of the age of dinosaurs.” Every year, we lose 
tens of thousands of species due to rainforest destruc-
tion. Let’s make sure humans are not one of them.

For more information about our partner 
communities, us or our work, please visit <www.rain-
forestpartnership.org>.

— Niyanta Spelman 

Rain Forest Partnership...­
­						      …cont’d from page 1
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OPEN HOUSE December 9th, 5:30–7:30 (also January 30th, 9–12)
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Hyde Park Block Captains Meet 
New APD Representative; Discuss 
Tire Slashings, Other Crime-
Related Issues

On Monday, April 26th, HPNA Crime and Safe-
ty Chair Carol Welder hosted a Block Captain 

meeting at her home. We were introduced to Ni-
cole Gray, our new APD representative. Officer Gray 
had good news and bad news about the prime sus-
pect in the recent spate of tire slashings in the area. 
She said he is in jail now, so we can relax for while. 
She said APD is “pretty confident” that the suspect 
(we have been advised not to divulge his name) is re-
sponsible for all the tire slashings lately in Hyde Park. 
This behavior has been going on for years, and au-
thorities believe that the individual is mentally ill. 
The bad news is that it won’t be long before he’s on 
the street again, and it is virtually impossible to ar-
rest him for tire slashing unless he’s caught in the act. 
And even if he’s caught, it would be hard to prosecute 
him for other tire slashings, which, taken togeth-
er, would constitute a felony. So it would be just one 
more misdemeanor, a short jail stay, and then back 
on the street again. She said that although she is not 
allowed to give out updated information on the sus-
pect, all of this information, including recent mug 
shots, is available through open records requests. She 
said APD will make available to us a map of Hyde 
Park showing the date, time and location of previous 
tire slashings. This will help those who want to install 
surveillance cameras. She said that to adequately cov-
er the street side of your car it may be necessary to 
install a camera across the street at a neighbor’s tree 
or house. Virtually all tire puncturings have been on 
the street side rather than the curb side. The suspect is 
a transient, thought to be sleeping behind one of the 
buildings on the east side of Guadalupe. Officer Gray 
said although it against the law to camp out on pri-
vate property, the rules for making arrests are rather 
stringent. For example, building a fire would be proof 
of camping out. But apparently just sleeping some-
where is not considered camping out. She said some 
business owners are enablers of transients, feeling sor-
ry for them and giving them food and other support 
such as letting them sleep on their premises at night. 

Door kick-ins and burglaries were also discussed. 
These usually take place during he day. Officer Gray 
said anything that provides you privacy also provides 

Crime Report
             by John Kerr
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a hiding place for burglars. For landscaping, she 
suggested low-profile, sticky shrubs and bushes, 
such as rose bushes. She also suggested keeping 
blinds shut so that thieves are not tempted to break 
in. “Most crimes are crimes of opportunity,” she said. 
She added that all night lighting is a deterrent. Gray 
said a home’s security is only as strong as its weakest 
link. Kick-ins have been shattering the door frame. 
Hardware on the door frame should be secured by 
screws at least 3” in length. Home alarms systems are 
a strong deterrent. Some people don’t have systems 
but put the signs up anyway. She said cars should 
be left “as empty as they were on the car dealer’s 
lot.” She warned about leaving accessory cords 
exposed, which suggest cell phones, GPS devices 
or other items are inside. In some neighborhoods, 
neighbors form Citizens on Patrol and walk through 
the neighborhood at various times, adding another 
deterrent. A neighbor told of a recent kick-in on 
Towne Park Trail. The burglars stole a number of 
items from the townhouse, but found the keys and 
stole the car, which was found a few days later with 
young men in it. The neighbor asked if the young 
men were the burglars. Gray said it wasn’t clear; it 
may have been a “crack car.” She said in exchange 
for a rock of crack cocaine, people will let their drug 
dealer have the use of their car for a few days.

Finally, Gray urged people to call 911 if they see 
something suspicious. She told of one man who 
finally called police to report a burglary, but the 
thieves had fled by the time the police got there. The 
man said they had tried to kick in the door for nearly 
10 minutes before they got it open. Obviously, he 
should have called as soon as he saw them kicking 
the door. She also asked us to be systematic when 
observing a suspected perpetrator. “Go head to toe, 
getting as much detailed information as possible.” She 
said descriptions such as “a white male in bluejeans 
and white t-shirt” aren’t very helpful. But details, 
such as a New York Yankees cap, red hair, etc. really 
help the police. She reminded the block captains 
that APD offers free security checks to anyone who 
requests one. Requests may be made to her. One 
block captain said she put a sign on her fence: “My 
rottweiler can make it to the fence in 3 seconds. Can 
you?” Gray said it helps if you have a big dog, and 
not a golden retriever “who will lick you to death.” 
She has 2 German shepherds. Still, signs that read 
“Beware of the dog” offer some deterrence, especially 
if the would-be burglar can hear a reasonably deep-
throated and intimidating bark. 

Officer Gray’s telephone number is 974-5241, and 
her email address is <Nicole.Gray@ci.austin.tx.us>. 

— John Kerr
(Thanks to John for guest-writing this month’s Crime Report, and to all 
the Block Captains who attended the meeting on the 26th – Carol Welder)



Page � — June, 2010 — Pecan Press

HPNA Meeting Minutes:  
May 3, 2010
For the first time in many years, HPNA’s month-

ly meeting was not held in the Hyde Park United 
Methodist Church, because it is closing. Instead, Hyde 
Park neighbors met in the Austin Groups for the El-
derly building at the SW corner of 38th and Cedar 
Streets, where HPNA now rents office space. Al-
though not within the boundaries of Hyde Park, the 
building borders the neighborhood and is a great fa-
cility that offers many services, including computer 
classes.

President David Conner opened the meeting by 
introducing neighbor Kat Craft, who is working as Di-
rector with Exchange Artists to develop a site-specific 
theater project to take place at the Ney Museum for 
three weeks in the fall. In order to raise funds for this 
event, she announced that a Garden Tea Party will be 
held May 23rd from 2 to 5 PM on the grounds of the 
Ney. She specifically said that both events will use the 
gravel paths and/or the field behind the Museum, not 
the inside space. You may read about the progress of 
the Exchange Artists on the production at <www.fu-
tureremnants.wordpress.com>.

Lorre Weidlich, Chair of the Local Historic Dis-
trict Committee, announced that the application for 
the LHD was filed the previous week with the City of 
Austin. The Committee is now working on the presen-
tation to the Historic Landmark Commission. They are 
still recruiting support from Hyde Park property own-
ers, although support from several local businesses put 
the support of property owners over 51%.

For the main topic on the agenda, David intro-
duced Officer Nicole Gray from the Austin Police 
Department to discuss the recent rash of tire slash-
ings in the neighborhood. She explained that it is 
necessary and very difficult to catch the perpetrator 
in the act at night. Her suggestions included invest-
ing in night vision cameras in the areas the slashings 
have taken place, calling APD (911) immediately with 
any sightings of suspicious activity, and establishing a 
neighborhood night patrol. Neighbor Nick Van Bavel 
suggested an intervention approach through the men-
tal health unit of APD, since they know the suspected 
perpetrator. Lisa Harris suggested providing a proba-
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tion officer, since the suspect has been incarcerated in 
the past. Sally Robey asked Officer Gray to be sure that 
the APD contacts the HPNA the next time he is arrest-
ed so that HP neighbors can appear and speak at his 
arraignment and request strict probation with mental 
health care. Another suggestion was for APD bicycle 
patrols in the alleys and areas he is known to frequent. 
Officer Gray will gather research on the suspect and 
provide it for consideration at the Steering Committee 
meeting on May 10, 2010.

President Conner gave an update on the plans for 
this year’s Homes Tour on June 19 & 20. The tour will 
begin at the main building of the Austin State Hospital. 
Five neighbors have kindly volunteered their homes 
for the tour, there will be bus service around the route, 
and many volunteers are needed to serve as docents in 
the homes and at ASH. The Kickoff Party for the home 
owners and committee was held on May 2nd at Deaton 
Bednar’s home.

The President also announced that the HPNA 
meetings will continue to be held at the AGE build-
ing until further notice.

—	 Sally Robey, HPNA Co-Secretary	
<hotelrobey@aol.com>
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













The Local Historic 
District Corner
The Saga of Castle Hill

Not every neighborhood working on a local 
historic district is fortunate to have a neighbor-

hood association to support the effort. Castle Hill, a 
small area in Old West Austin, has been on its own. 
Its neighborhood association, the Old West Austin 
Neighborhood Association, has remained neutral. 
Nonetheless, through an intense grassroots effort, 
Castle Hill filed its application to become a local 
historic district just before Hyde Park filed its applica-
tion. 

Blanco Street was working its way toward becom-
ing a local historic district when neighbors on adjoining 
blocks said, Hey, how about our block? Our street? Before 
long, there was enough interest to expand the proposed 
local historic district to include Baylor Street and the in-
tersecting streets of West 7th, 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th. The 
name of the proposed district was changed to reflect the 
inclusion of the former Texas Military Institute, and the 
nomination was filed with the city of Austin. 

Unfortunately, the suddenness of the nomination be-
came a problem. While the city put the Castle Hill LHD on 
the Historic Landmark Commission agenda and sent no-
tices of the public hearing, some people within and around 
the proposed district complained that they had not been 
notified in a timely way. The public hearing was post-
poned and the city scheduled several meetings to enable 
neighborhood input. The public hearing was rescheduled 
for May 24. By the time you read this, it will be over and I 
will have attended as an observer and supporter.

How does Castle Hill’s situation affect us here in 
Hyde Park? We hope its effects will be minimal. Most sig-
nificantly, because the city lacks the resources to handle 
two LHD applications at the same time, it has slowed us 
down. We were hoping for a May public hearing; it ap-
pears now that our public hearing will be in June. Other 
than that, our situation is completely different from that 
of Castle Hill and we have emphasized that point to the 
city. The Hyde Park Local Historic District has been in 
progress for more than three years, and our education ef-
forts have been consistent. 

At this time, I don’t have a definite date for our public 
hearing in front of the Historic Landmark Commission, 
but when I do I will see that it is posted on the Hyde Park 
Notice list. In the meantime, I remain available to answer 
questions and accept additional Statements of Support.

	 Lorre Weidlich, Chair, 	
Hyde Park Local Historic District 

Writer’s note: This column will appear regularly while the Local Historic 
District project is underway. If you have any questions or concerns about 
local historic districts that you would like addressed, please get in touch: 
<lweidich@mail2sevenseas.com> or 300-2228.
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introducing:

HYDE PARK’S  
SCOOTER-DELIVERED
ORGANIC COFFEE!

GET YOURS 
FRESHLY 
DELIVERED
TODAY!

Roasted here in Hyde Park, our coffee is packed warm and scooter-delivered right to your door for FREE by Robby our owner.
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Roasted here in Hyde Park, our coffee is packed warm and scooter-delivered right to your door for FREE by Robby our owner.

Fresh, organic and friendly--everything you’d expect from your neighborhood coffee roaster!  Enjoy the best tasting coffee you’ve ever had scooter delivered 
right to your door on a schedule you control --there’s no obligation or commitment with receiving regular deliveries--and if you don’t love the coffee, it’s 
free!   Offer good for 50% off your first month on any of our regular coffee delivery plans.  Just enter the code: 50 when you check out online. 
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dition to our guidebooks, which serve as your ticket. 
In addition to the houses, the narrators, and an artists’ 
fair, we also have music to entertain guests of the tour.

Please let your friends, relatives and neighbors 
know about this event. It is a great way to spend Fa-
ther’s Day Weekend. Whether you are a house hound, 
a history buff, a lover of neighborhoods that function 
as a community, or like hearing entertaining stories, 
the Hyde Park Homes Tour is for you. Find what lies 
within and join us.

For our neighbors, please refrain from yard/
garage sales that weekend and tidy up for the week-
end. It is the polite thing to do. It is also a great 
opportunity for your entrepreneurs to get their start 
with lemonade stands; people love to a have a cold 
drink as they go from house to house. If you want 
to volunteer, please contact John Williams <jawil-
li@grandecom.net>. As always, we need the entire 
neighborhood to make this year’s tour a success. 
For financial donations or advertising, please con-
tact Carolyn Grimes at 512-343-2528 or email her at 
<cgrimes2@austin.rr.com>. Remember, our volunteers 
will get to enjoy the tour at no charge.

—	 Barbara Gibson, 2010 Homes Tour 
Chair <bg@ghrdlaw.com>

Homes Tour 2010...­
­		 		    …cont’d from page 1

Hyde Park Homes Tour 2010 Preview: Starting Point for the Tour, 
the Austin State Hospital.  Photo by Carol Burton

HYDE PARKHYDE PARKHYDE PARK
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Hyde Park Homes Tour 2010 Preview

3916 Avenue H

Photography by Carol Burton

3215 Duval

4313 Avenue C

4114 Avenue H

3824 Avenue H
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Working Hands 
Construction

Minor to Moderate Repairs and Remodeling
Decks, Fences and Custom Woodwork

Pain-in-the-Neck Problems Solved
Friendly, Affordable, Hyde Park Based

Call Matthew Young 419-7650

Jay Bolsega, Architect
Currently seeking clients to assist with residential 

remodels, additions, and new construction

512-495-6515

. .

2 column x 6 inches 1 column x 6 inches
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2 column x 2 inches

To download graphic files go to www.edwardjones.com/graphics/us/sales/ads

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES 

Start your financial future with a solid strategy. 

May your futures be full of good health, happiness, 
success and prosperity.

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES 
May your futures be full of good health, happiness, success 
and prosperity.

“The future belongs to those who believe in
the beauty of their dreams.” Eleanor Roosevelt

CONGRATULATIONS

GRADUATES 
“The future belongs
to those who believe

in the beauty of
their dreams.”

Eleanor Roosevelt

Start your financial future
with a solid strategy. 

May your futures be full 
of good health, happiness, 
success and prosperity.
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Judith S Girard
Financial Advisor
.

4101 Guadalupe Street
Suite 600
Austin, TX 78751
512-323-0060

Antonelli’s Cheese Shop to Neighbors: Thank You!!

Dear Editor,

 We wanted to send our sincerest thanks and gratitude out to 
Hyde Park residents for welcoming us so wholeheartedly into the 
neighborhood. On opening day in February, we weren’t sure we’d 
make it!  But folks encouraged us on by bringing cards, champagne, 
a service bell, and more (even the manual calendar that sits on 
our register!). As new business owners, we barely had time to eat, 
but more good people brought food (still warm fresh baked bread, 
a steak, sandwiches, soup, and cake).  Thank you Hyde Park!  You 
rock!  We hope to serve you for years to come and appreciate the 
hearty welcome.

 Regards,

—	 Kendall and John Antonelli	
Antonelli’s Cheese Shop, 
43d/Duval

Letters Dept.



Pecan Press — June, 2010 — Page 13 

1000 E 41st St
Austin, TX 78751
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Joe Zakes

Residential Remodeling
From Additions to Repairs

apcaustin.com

Insured

TEXAS LAWN SERVICES
Full Service Lawn Care

Mowing, Installs, Tree Trimming
Tree Installations
Commercial/Residential
512  810  9488
texaslawnservices@gmail.com
www.austintxlawns.com

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Did you know ?  
 

Students who study 
music perform better in 
math and language in 
elementary school. 
 

Students who study 
music have higher 
average SAT scores. 
 
Source: PBS, Public School 
Review 
 

FELICIA RAINS 
Classical Piano Instruction 
Lessons in the convenience 
of your home. 
 

feliciarains@hotmail.com 

(512) 670-8888 
Now accepting students ages 
4+ for Spring/Summer 2010. 

Neighborhood 
Partnering Program: 
Matching Grants for Neighborhood 
Improvement Efforts

Do you have ideas for improving Hyde 
Park? Are there broken sidewalks you 

would like to see fixed? Is there a place you 
think that a tree should be planted? Do you 
have ideas for improving Shipe Park? 

The city is launching a Neighborhood Partnering 
Program, and public works staff will attend our June 
meeting to tell us about how the program works and 
how neighbors can apply for the matching grants. A 
similar program in Seattle has been used to “build 
new playgrounds...; create new parks; reforest 
open space; plant street trees; develop community 
gardens; restore streams and wetlands; create 
murals, banners and sculpture; install kiosks; equip 
computer centers; renovate facilities; build traffic 
circles; pilot community school programs; document 
community histories...” (Jim Diehrs, Neighbor Power: 
Building Community the Seattle Way, University of 
Washington Press 2004, page 55. I recommend that 
book for a wealth of detailed examples of how this 
sort of program can be used. I think my favorite is the 
Fremont Troll, unquestionably one of the most unique 
projects, which turned a liability (an area under a 
bridge that was a magnet for illegal dumping) into 
a neighborhood landmark.) The Austin program 
is brand new, so there are not yet any completed 
projects here to look at; but there are details of the 
program on the city’s website at <www.ci.austin.
tx.us/publicworks/downloads/npp_program_
document2.pdf>

It is also worth noting that our neighbor, 
Councilmember Spelman, working closely with 
Councilmember Sheryl Cole, led the effort to get this 
program established.

—	 Lisa Harris, HPNA Co-Vice President
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Lucien, Stirling and Gray  
Advisory Group, Inc. 

THE FINANCIAL WORLD HAS 
CHANGED...

Your personal situation has been impacted and the 
need for a new plan of action has become a  

high priority. 

Now, more than ever, you need prudent and timely 
advice from an independent financial advisor who 

works for you . 

Give us a call or visit our website.    

4005 Guadalupe · Austin, TX  78751 
(512) 458-2517 

www.lsggroup.com 

“Smart Decisions About Serious Money” Located in the Historic John Rutledge House 

In Hyde Park since 1992 
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City Plumbing Company
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
453-1115

Sewer and Water Heater Replacement 
Slab Leaks • Gas Leaks 

Sewer and Drain Cleaning Service 
Repairs • Re-pipes • Remodels

ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

Our Avenues
Laid out before we were considered,
along the trolley line far from town,
houses built, years of fancy dresses,
decline, rebirth, the trees know, have
observed walkers with strollers, dogs,
folks just out to say “howdy,” healthy
folks on the run, our streets underfoot,
houses rewired, repainted, revived
standing proud, as we stand, having
fallen in love the minute we crossed
the intersection to our avenues

—	 Nancy Taylor Day	
May 17, 2010

Hyde Park Poets

Tangerines
they cut through hunger
more a sense than a need
squirts of juice reminding
the body of summer joys
their skins easy off like
peanut shells which the
blue jays crack with east
pulling out smooth nuts
the jays and I watching
daylight bloom over cedar
elms peeling breakfast
I count three jays learning
from them how to cock my
head to better see what
lies on the table, two more
tangerines, a banana, a
used tea bag, pen and
note pad, each breaking a
fast of some sort, the jays
satisfied with peanuts

—	 Nancy Taylor Day	
May 11, 2010
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400 West 37th - This 1912 classic bungalow has 
original wood floors, high ceilings, trim and
hardware; 2 bedrooms, 2 baths, formal living
and dining, utility/office, attic with potential,
alley access, recent roof, yard and sprinklers.

Lazan Pargaman  750-5599 $359,900

3911 Duval Street - Updated 1917 bungalow
has 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, high ceilings, wood
floors, modern kitchen with skylight;  1549 sf
house, and detached 245sf studio; 7500sf lot
has room for garage apt. Walk to Hyde Park
amenities, bike or bus to UT. $399,000

508 Texas Ave - One-owner family! This 1935 
storybook Tudor style brick house has two
bedrooms, one bath, wood floors under carpets,
all with the charm of grandmother’s house, at
the corner of Texas and Liberty Streets. Four
blocks to Lee Elementary, 10 to UT. $429,000

4311 Avenue F - Vintage 1922 bungalow
with 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, new foundation,
updated electrical and plumbing, updated
kitchen, formal living and dining, large
master (could be family room); rear deck and
storage building that is potential studio. Near
Shipe Park,  Hyde Park amenities. $439,000

Vintage Properties Available

Lin Team
Old Austin Realtor®

Helping people save old Austin, 
one house at a time....

512-472-1930  lteam@austin.rr.com
www.TheKinneyCompany.com
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PremierRP Realty
Your neighborhood REALTOR
Sales • Investments • Property Management

PremierRP RG
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W. 34th St.

Like Hyde Park,
we are one of a kind.

3401 Guadalupe St.
512.479.9922

www.PRaustin.com Call to
day fo

r a
 FREE

broker’s 
analysis 

& 

consulta
tio

n.

Suzee Brooks, REALTOR®

mobile 512.740.5771 • office 512.499.0499 • fax 512.499.0460 • suzee@lyonrealestate.net

www.227turkeydrive.com

Nature+Architecture=Living In Art

300’ Pedernales River Frontage
227 Turkey Drive • Dripping Springs 78620
FOR SALE mls 4389019 $1,200,000 MID-CENTURY MEDICAL

PROFESSIONAL OFFICE
• Private Offices
• Prime Central Location
• mls 2488924

FOR SALE or LEASE
1307 East 38th-1/2 Street
$450,000 | $2,950/Mo.

jackalope ranch

1306 Harriet Court    $266,000

Hyde Park Poets
Between Lines

often illustrations arise in those
spaces between words, at the end of
paragraphs, in the parallel worlds
between lines, worth a thousand words
some say, those pictures, each
character face or domain, the
forest before logging, the edge
of tornado trying its best to
organize detritus by some natural
category unknown to cloud,
they squeeze as spelunkers do
in crevasses beneath our feet
wriggling toward the light of
our understanding, often from
another story completely, one
yet written, or one lost a
childhood ago, distracting from
the very words that birth them.

—	 Nancy Taylor Day	
May 12, 2010
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HybridRealtor@Stanberry.com
 Hyde Park Resident & Neighborhood REALTOR®

Jeff  Baker   619-7421
ABOR, REALTOR®,  Former State Licensed Appraiser 
Also check out JeffBakerArt.biz  

Address: 3512 Clarkson Ave
Listed For: $179,000
CENTRAL AUSTIN AT A BARGAIN PRICE, Cute 2/1 home on private tree covered 
lot that backs to a creek. Close to downtown, UT, the new  Mueller district with 
it’s extensive hike and bike trail system and new retail development, and an 
amazing collection of local restaurants.  Well maintained and updated and 
features hardwood fl ooring and central heat and air conditioning.

Address: 1407 Brentwood Street
Listed For: $399,000  
Amazing Crestview Remodel.  Over 2400sf 5 bedroom and 3 bathroom home.  
Beautiful hardwoods, fully remodeled kitchen, designer color scheme, recent 
carpet, and HVAC.  All on an over-sized lot with towering trees and a private 
deck.  Plenty of room for a large family AND a home offi  ce. 

Address: 1200 Norwood Road
Listed For: $199,000
Cute 2/1 home (1426 sf) on a huge tree-covered .28 acre lot. Just north of Airport 
Blvd and adjoining the Mueller development hike and bike trail. (trail actually 
enters neighborhood via an easement on the west edge of the property)  Close to 
everything, great investment potential, and at a bargain price.    

Address: 4509 Avenue D
Listed For: $279,000
Stylish bungalow in fabulous location. Features include recent paint and 
refi nished fl oors and large heavily treed yard. Amazing location, just a block 
from Shipe Park, and just blocks from Hyde Park area shops and restaurants. 
Don’t miss this bargain in highly desirable Lee Elementary

FOR SALE

 

In partnership with solesforsouls, I will be donating 200 pairs of shoes for those 
in need with each real estate transaction. Check out solesforsouls.org to see how 
you can get involved! I will be having an art show/ silent auction of my paintings 
at Quacks during July with 100% of the proceeds going to solesforsouls.

Stanberry & Associates is committed to being the best available resource in Central Texas for Buyers, 
Sellers, and Investors looking to make more environmentally-friendly real estate choices. Education in 
matters of sustainable building, development, living and lending practices are a high prioirity to us in 
order that we can serve an increasingly green-minded community. 

www.GreenRealEstateResource.com

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

 

FOR SALE
1200Norwood.com




