
	 When:	 7:00 p.m.  	
	 	 Monday, March 5, 2008 
	 Where:	 Hyde Park United 	
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	 Who:	 YOU and your neighbors
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	take place on the first Monday of each month.
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	 Twin Liquors in the Old Navy Space 
(possible vote)

	 Texas Park & Wildlife Land Issue
	 Discussion on Tire Slashings
	 City Elections - City Council 

Members and School Bonds
	 floodlines Recap

HPNA General Meeting  
Agenda for May 5th It’s My Park! Day 2008:

Hyde Park Neighbors & 
Friends Clean Up Shipe Park
On April 12th, 98 Hyde Park neighbors, friends, and other volunteers 

gathered to make improvements to Shipe Park. Armed with rakes, 
shovels, lopping shears, wheel barrows, and little red wagons, workers 
of all ages accomplished the following projects: 

• A small army of rakers re-
moved leaves from the 
kiddie pool and playscape 
area.

• Park benches and trash re-
ceptacles received a new 
coat of paint (as did a few 
volunteer painters).

• Brave members of the 
“Creek Crew” removed 
piles of ragweed, trash, 
invasive plants, and oth-
er unwanted matter from 
Waller Creek. 

• Volunteers aerated the soil 
under the beautiful oak 
trees and lovingly spread 
Dillo Dirt and mulch 
around their bases. 

• The “Playing Field” received 
a layer of Dillo Dirt and new 
grass seed was planted (it will 
be roped off — probably for 
around a month — until the 
grass gets established).

• New sod was planted in a bare 
spot between the log cabin and 
44th Street 

• Two giant mounds of mulch 
were spread along the creek-
side to suppress weeds and 
nurture the newly-planted 
trees.

This community effort was part 
of the Austin Parks Foundation’s 
citywide It’s My Park! Day proj-
ect, whereby an estimated 1,600 
volunteers tackled similar proj-
ects at almost 50 parks throughout 
the city. For more information and 
volunteer opportunities for APF’s 
ongoing projects go to: <www.aus-
tinparks.org>. Hyde Park’s first 
involvement in It’s My Park! Day 
began in spring 2007 when neigh-
bor Betsy Clubine led a thorough 

The Local Historic 
District Corner

Writer’s note: This column will 
appear regularly while the Local 

Historic District project is underway. 
If you have any questions or concerns 
about local districts that you would 
like addressed, please get in touch: 
<lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com> or 
300-2228.

First, let’s talk about design 
standards. There seems to be a 
large amount of concern about 
them, coupled with a limited 
amount of understanding. Just 
what are we talking about here?

When someone applies for 
a building permit in Hyde Park, 
whether for construction, addition 
to an existing structure, or renova-
tion, that application goes through 
a series of reviews designed to en-
sure that the building does not 
violate any of the zoning standards 
currently in place. First of all, it 
cannot violate city code, which is 
concerned with such issues as fire 
and safety standards. Second, it 
cannot violate any of the standards 
established by the McMansion or-
dinance; height is an example. 

Continued on page 4Continued on page 3

Young and old(er) alike pitching in. Photo by Lorre 
Weidlich
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Hyde Park Neighborhood Association
P. O Box 49427 • Austin, TX 78765

http://www.austinhydepark.org

— HPNA Steering Committee—
President  
• Elaine Meenehan • elaine.meenehan@gmail.com............... 323-9772   
Vice President 
 • Jennifer Berbas • jennifer_berbas@yahoo.com..................................
Co-Secretaries • Pam Whittington • pam46@yahoo.com..... 452-9776
• Celeste Cromack • bccro@io.com
Co-Treasurers •  Lorre Weidlich, • lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com   
I Jay Aarons • ijaarons@aol.com  •  PO Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765
Additional Steering Committee Members: • Wanda Penn • Rob 
Clinchard • Dorothy Richter • Alan Marburger • William Cook • Stan 
Kozinzky 

HPNA Committee/Task Forces (w/chairs)
AISD • Ann S. Graham, 3815 Ave H..............................................458-8096
Alley Coordinator • Carol Burton, skywash@austin.rr.com........................
Austin Neighborhoods Council Rep. • Lisa Harris, ljharrisus@yahoo.com	
Beautification • Larry Freilich, lmf@earthlink.net.......................................
Children’s Programs • ....................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Church/Neighborhood Liaison • Niyata Spelman, 3802 Ave. F.	459-8349
Communications/Web • Robin Silberling, robin@wcook.org......452-1783
Crime and Safety Chairman • Carol J. Weider, 4101 Ave F........459-6205
Development Review • Stan Kozinsky, 4604 Ave. G....................451-4455
Finance • Nick Van Bavel, nvb123@yahoo.com..........................................
Graffiti Patrol • E. Meenehan, elaine.meenehan@gmail.com......323-9772 
Homes Tour • Lorre Weidlich, lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com...300-2228
Membership • Jim & Eileen Genevro, jgenevro@earthlink.net....401-3803
Neighborhood Planning • Karen McGraw, 4315 Ave. C .............459-2261
Local Historic District • Sharon Majors, sharonmajors@grandecom.net...
Shipe Park • 	 Mark Fishman, m.fishman@yahoo.com................656-5505 
Sidewalks • Rob Clinchard, robsold@texas.net............................................  
Social • Deaton Bednar, deatonbednar@grandecom.net...............................
Tree Preservation • JP Moore, johnpaulmoore@austin.rr.com ....789-7025
Triangle Development • Cathy Echols, 4002 Ave. C....................206-0729
Zoning • Dorothy Richter, 3901 Ave. G.........................................452-5117

Pecan Press
The Pecan Press is published monthly

by the Hyde Park Neighborhood Association in Austin, Texas.
Note: Each month’s ad and editorial deadline is 

the 15th of month preceding publication.

Editor
Grant Thomas 450-0464 <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>

Associate Editor
Sarah Sitton 459-4530 207 E. 39th St.

Poetry Editor
Nancy Taylor Day 892-0127 <nancy@creativitymoms.com>  

4001 Duval (Salon) 78751

Crime & Safety Chairman 
Carol Welder <cjwelder@msn.com>

Production Manager/Advertising Director
Robert M. Farr 731-0617 <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>

Mail Ad Payments to:  
Lorre Weidlich. P.O. Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765

Mail Ad Artwork to:
Robert M. Farr <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>
7500 Chelmsford Dr. Austin,TX 78736

Distribution Coordinator
Rimas Remeza • 4105 Ave. F • 371-3158 

 <uimas.remeza@yahoo.com>

Area Coordinators
North of 45th/West of Duval • Pam Dozler......................... 458-8927
North of 45th/East of Duval • Jay Gerard & Carrie Laughlin 	371-1548
South of 45th/West of Speedway • Robert Morris & Kathryn Kotrla...	
	  .................................................................................. 371-7246
South of 45th/East of Speedway • Martha Campbell.......... 452-2815

Contributors
Glen Alyn, Candy Gray Becker, Cynthia Beeman, Laurence Becker, Deaton 
Bednar, Mary Collins Blackmon, George Bristol, Chris Brown, Sharon 
Brown, Lewis Brownlow, Kathryn Bryn, Mark Burkhardt, Amon Burton, 
Martha Campbell, Inga Marie Carmel, Josephine Casey, Nicole Caspers, 
Kitty Clark, Carol Cohen Burton, William Cook, Susan Crites Krumm, 
Celeste Cromack, Rob D’Amico, Herb Dickson, Avis Davis, Don Davis, 
Pam Dozler, Russell Duke, Cathy Echols, Carla Feldpausch Siegle, Merle 
Franke, Gregory Free, Larry Freilich, Eugene George, Mary Carolyn George, 
Larry Gilg, Susan Gilg, Ann S. Graham, Carolyn E. Grimes, Rachel Hector, 
Ben Heimsath, Albert Huffstickler, Liz Jones, Barbara Kelly, John Kerr, 
Susan Kerr, Bo Kersey, Susan Kirk, Mike Kintner, Dennis Lensing, Karen 
McGraw, Sharon Majors, Jason Mann, Libby Malone, Alan Marburger, 
Peter Maxson, Brook Meggs, Elaine Meenehan, Fred Meredith, Susan 
Moffat, John Paul Moore, Jack Nokes, Jill Nokes, Wanda Penn, Cecil 
Pennington, Peter Pfeiffer, Dorothy Richter, Walter Richter, Kristen De 
La Rosa, Steve Sadowsky, Mary Lou Serafine, Sheree Scarborough, Jaime 
Shimkus, Cathy Short, Sarah Sitton, Thad Sitton, Clay Smith, Niyianta 
Spelman, Jenna Stephens, Julie Strong, Kathleen Strong, Rollo Treadway, 
Lao Tzu, Jennifer Vickers, Katie Vignery, Sandra Villalaz-Dickson, Lorre 
Weidlich, Joe Wiseman.

From the President’s Desk:

new policy, Jill Nokes made rec-
ommendations to the group to 
determine which plants should 
be removed as well as a list of na-
tive plants that could be used that 
would not grow above these new 
height restrictions.

A few weeks ago, I worked 
with Andrew and Melissa Shea on 
the circle at 42nd and Avenue G.  
We picked out a variety of plants 
that would work for this circle, in-
cluding a Red Bud tree. The Sheas 
paid for all of the plants as well as 
arranged for their installation. The 
circle looks good and should fill in 
nicely in the coming years.

The other circles in our neigh-
borhood are not in the same 
condition.  The one at Speedway 
and 42nd has remained unplant-
ed since the Parks Department cut 
everything to the ground last year. 
The one at Avenue B and 41st is 
completely overgrown with weeds 
and vegetation.  The one at 43rd 
and Avenue B also needs some 
TLC to manage the overgrown 
rosemary and weeds.

The Parks Department has 
agreed to replant the other circles 
where necessary, as well as come 
out once per quarter and cut back 
vegetation. However, they will not 
do so until they have received as-
surances from the neighborhood 
that the circles will be maintained.  
We need neighbors to adopt the 
circles to keep the plants watered, 
remove trash and keep the weeds 
down.  So if you live close to one of 
the circles and are willing to adopt 
one, please let me know.

Will the (Traffic) Circles Be Unbroken?

Spring has sprung. Birds are chirping.  Leaves are returning.  
And weeds are taking over many of our traffic calming 

circles.
A few months ago, several resi-

dents met with Stuart Strong of the 
Austin Parks Department. There 
were concerns that the vegeta-
tion in the calming circles were too 
high and might endanger pedes-
trians walking in the streets. At the 
initial meeting, Stuart informed us 
that the City had adopted a policy 
that the vegetation in the circles be 
no higher than 30 inches (with the 
exception of the large trees).

Since we have many existing 
plants that were larger than this 

—	 Elaine Meenehan	
HPNA President	
<elaine.meenehan@gmail.com>

Rake’s progress:  Volunteer Lisa Harris shows 
It’s My Park! Day spirit. Photo by Lorre 
Weidlich
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Send in your articles, letters, and photos (but not your 
poetry*) by the 15th of each month to:

	 Editor, Pecan Press
	 4106 Avenue F
	 Austin, TX 78751
	 <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>

*Send your poems to: 
	 Nancy Taylor Day
	 4001 Duval
	 Austin 78751
	 <nancy@creativitymoms.com>

We Welcome Your Submissions to Pecan Press

Note: The Pecan Press will not publish unsigned/unattributed poetry. All poems (even if written under a pen 
name) must carry a name and address or phone number for identification and verification purposes.

Please enclose a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope for return of your 
materials.

HPNA Membership Info

All memberships expire on September 30th 
of each year. 

�
Membership in HPNA is open to all 
residents aged 18 years or older who reside 
within the boundaries of Hyde Park or 
within 300 feet of the designated 
boundaries.  

�
New members, and members who lapse in 
dues for over six months, are eligible to 
vote at HPNA meetings 30 days after 
receipt of dues.

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association Enrollment         2007-08 Membership

Name  ______________________________________________ Phone ___________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________                                                                                

   I wish to be notified via email of HPNA meetings and events.

Email ____________________________________________________

Dues (per person)

  Standard - $5/year       Senior Citizen- $1/year

  New Member       Renewing Member

Payment:   Check        Cash  Date ____________

All memberships expire on September 30th of each year.  

Bring to an HPNA 
meeting, or send to: 

HPNA Membership
P.O. Box 49427
Austin, Texas  78765

Make checks payable to HPNA.   

Finally, it cannot violate any of the standards dictated 
by the Hyde Park Neighborhood Conservation Com-
bining District (NCCD). Local Historic District design 
standards would provide an additional level of zon-
ing designed to ensure that any building that goes 
on in Hyde Park is compatible with the structures 
already standing there. We are not talking about ret-
rofitting anything, only about establishing the point 
that changes to Hyde Park do not stand out in un-
comfortable contrast to what already exists. Will this 
additional level of zoning slow down the process of 
getting a permit? The time increase should actually be 
minimal, because the same city authorities will be do-
ing the reviewing. 

How restrictive will these standards be? They 
will be ONLY as restrictive as the majority of Hyde 
Parkers are willing to accept. The current Design Stan-
dards Subcommittee will be presenting a draft, not 
a final product. That draft will be reviewed by the 
neighborhood; there will be debate and feedback; and 
a final draft will be generated. Any Hyde Parker will 
have the opportunity to question and comment on 
the standards. Until they are accepted by 60% of the 
neighborhood, they are not official.

The people currently working on generating that 
first draft are all volunteers, and they come from a va-
riety of backgrounds:

• Design Standards Subcommitte Chair Michelle 
Paris-White, a recent transplant to Hyde Park from 
the Bay area, has studied opera and chiropractic med-
icine, but most importantly is a LEED (Leadership 

Energy & Environmental Design) professional, certi-
fied by the US Green Building Council.

• Paula Rhodes has lived in Hyde Park for 10 
years and, in her words, “will never leave.” She’s a 
mother of two and a licensed architect, with a strong 
interest in historic preservation.

• Kelly Schaub is another Hyde Park newcom-
er, and she also proclaims that she will never leave. A 
former teacher, she now works as a bookkeeper.

• Lynn Osgood is a landscape architect and a 
student of urban planning and public policy at the 
University of Texas.

• Thad Avery, known to most Hyde Parkers be-
cause of his affiliation with VinoVino, also owns 
several other buildings on Guadalupe.

• David Conner has lived in Hyde Park for about 
four years. He is a certified internal auditor with a 
strong interest in historic preservation.

• Carol Burton has lived in Hyde Park since 1984 
and owned her house for several years before that. 
She describes herself as “passionate about architec-
ture”.

• Carolyn Grimes moved to Hyde Park ten years 
ago and immediately plunged into neighborhood 
work — Homes Tours and Fire Station Festivals. Her 
background is in information management and busi-
ness development.

In addition to these regulars, other occasional par-
ticipants include Garland Turner and Eugene and 
Mary Carolyn George. They can also include you; if 
you’re interested, get in touch with Michelle for the 
time and place. And look forward to reviewing their 
work in the upcoming months.

—	 Lorre Weidlich, LHD Chair

LHD Corner...­
­		 		    …cont’d from page 1
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Hyde Park Presbyterian Church
3913 Ave B 
459-7747

www.hydeparkpresbyterianaustin.org

Sunday Worship service 10:30 AM
Nursery Available

clean-up of Shipe. Building upon that success, Shipe 
Park has seen more improvements through the plant-
ing of 15 new trees (made possible through Austin 
Energy mitigation funds and the persuasive efforts of 
Jill Nokes) and ball moss work on the large oak trees. 
Another important development has been the creation 
of the Friends of Shipe Pool, the group that arranged 
for Shipe to extend the days it was open in summer 
of 2007. To join this group, contact Adam Wilson at 
<adam@griffinschool.org>.

Long-time Hyde Park residents have been de-
lighted to see a resurgence in use of Shipe Park, 
particularly the crowds of small children, young par-
ents, and weekend birthday parties at the park and 
pools. With this increased use comes the continu-
ing need for the maintenance and upkeep of the park 
grounds and facilities. As users and citizens, it is the 
responsibility of us all to care for it and keep it clean. 
You can help by:

• Keeping Shipe Park clean: pick up trash whenev-
er you see it. 

• Report maintenance needs to the Parks and Rec-
reation Department (contact Jimmy Cone at: 
927-8363).

• Join Friends of Shipe Pool.
• Get involved in the HPNA Beautification Commit-

tee (contact Mark Fishman at m.fishman@yahoo.
com).

• Let members of the City Council know that parks 
are important to you and need more funding (in 
case you are not aware, the City of Austin spends 
around $60 per capita on parks, whereas the na-
tional average is around $60).

• Thank the Parks and Recreation Department staff 
whenever you see them working on our park.

• Get involved in the Austin Parks Foundation. 
• Plan on participating in It’s My Park! Day in 

spring of 2009.
Thanks to the 98 volunteers who made the April 

12th event such a success. Special thanks are also due 
to Libby Malone and our other colleagues and friends 
at Grande Communications (including their five vol-
unteer workers who donated their time and toil on 
Saturday), Jimmy Cone and the PARD staff, and 
Hyde Park neighbor and PARD Acting Director Stuart 
Strong, who attended the Shipe Park clean-up.

—	 Jack Nokes, Chair, 2008 Shipe Park 
It’s My Park! Day

Shipe Park Cleanup...­
­		 		    …cont’d from page 1
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***Distress Sales***
Bank Foreclosures  FREE list of Bank-

owned Properties, Motivated sellers

Receive a FREE LIST
www.HydeParkFixerUppers.Info

 

 


   



4520 Burnet Rd 

www.artpadstudio.com 
512.323.0802 

Joe Zakes

Residential Remodeling
From Additions to Repairs

apcaustin.com

LANIER PLUMBING
Don’t	fuss,	call	us!	

Complete Repair Service
• Hot Water Heaters
• New Installations
• Gas Inspections
• Remodels
• Slab Leaks

Family Owned and Serving Austin since 1931

2300 Pasadena Dr., Austin, Texas 78757

450-1673
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Hyde Park Handyman
Big or Small, We Do it All

PETE REED

20 Years Experience
Free Estimates
(512) 736-6539

 and

Minutes of the April 2008 
HPNA General Meeting 

The April 7, 2008 HPNA Meeting was 
called to order by President Elaine 

Meenehan at 7:00 p.m. 
The first item on the agenda was a reminder of It’s 

My Park! Day, Saturday April 12 from 1-5 p.m. (See 
related items in this issue.)

Elaine gave a brief update on the properties at Av-
enue F and 44th Street. Emrobrai Homes, LLC has 
hired Hyde Park architects William Barbee and Eu-
gene George to develop designs that will be more 
compatible with the neighborhood.  

Ann Graham reminded the group of the ”flood-
lines” performance event on April 20.

Roger Temme, the Outreach Coordinator for the 
Care Communities presented information about the 
group which was formed in 1991 as the Interfaith 
Care Alliance to provide practical and compassion-
ate support to those living with AIDS in the Austin 
area.  In 1997, Care Communities expanded their 
focus to include other serious illnesses, such as can-
cer.  The organization uses Care Teams to provide 
non-medical assistance such as light housekeeping, 
shopping, transportation, meal preparation, support-
ive child services, and yard work.  Roger hopes that 
there will be enough interest in the program to start 
a team or teams in the Hyde Park area. You can learn 
more about the Care Communities at <www.thec-
arecommunities.org>. Roger can be contacted in the 
following ways: Phone 459-5883 or email <roger@
thecarecommunities.org>. (see related article on page 
8 of this issue)

David Kies from the University Federal Credit 
Union made an announcement about the Earth Day/
Shred Day event to be held April 26 at the branch of-
fice at 4611 Guadalupe. The Hyde Men were one of 
the groups who were scheduled to perform during 
the event.

Lisa Harris, HPNA representative to the Austin 
Neighborhoods Council, spoke to the group about the 
importance of voting in the upcoming City Council 
Election.  She stressed that it is important to have a 
large neighborhood voter turnout on May 10.  Toward 
that end, HPNA is challenging the Bouldin Creek 
Neighborhood Association to see which area has the 
largest percentage of registered voters who vote on 
May 10. Early voting is April 28-May 6. The Hyde 
Park precincts are 136, 137, and 275.

— Celeste Cromack, HPNA Co-Secretary 
<ccro@io.com>

HYDE PARKHYDE PARKHYDE PARK
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s ta te farm.com®

See me today and get the discounts
and service you deserve.

P057015 9/05

 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company – Bloomington, IL

DISCOUNTS. 

+ =

Like a good neighbor, State Farm iS there.®

Steve Vinklarek, Agent
3700 N IH 35
Austin, TX 78705-1802
Bus: 512-452-0214
www.steveinsures.com

The Care Communities
The Care Communities provides practical and com-

passionate support, through care teams, for people 
living with serious illness, particularly AIDS and can-
cer. Our vision is a caring community where no one 
will face a serious illness alone.  The care teams pro-
vide things like light housekeeping, shopping, meal 
preparation, yard work, child support and pet care.  
We ask each volunteer to provide 4 hours a month for 
their care partner (the one seriously ill).  One of our 
Care Partners, Joe, says this about his Care Team, “I 
have been a client for just over a year, I would not be 
here if it had not been for my Care Team — When my 
Care Team met me for the first time, I was in Stage 3 
cancer — my appearance was shocking due to weight 
loss and chemo during radiation. My Care Team did 
not even notice. They quickly organized duties and 
became my friends. I have no family, so I am grate-
ful for bringing these brave souls into my life.” Before 
his death, Joe told those who visited him that his Care 
Team were his best friends and he loved them dearly.

The Care Communities has a vision that no one 
will go through their illness alone. They provide care 
unconditionally.

Another Care Partner, Sandra, is living with HIV/
AIDS. She has family in the area but does not want 
them to know her status for fear that they will judge 
her positive status. She feels secure with the Care 
Team knowing they will respect her confidentiality. 
Sandra has come to find that, with help from her Care 
Team, she can provide a loving and safe household 
for herself and her children.

If you want to know more about the mission of 
The Care Communities, look at their website at www.
thecarecommunities.org  If you might be interested 
in helping to form a Hyde Park Care Team, contact 
Roger Temme, Outreach Coordinator, at 459-5883 or e-
mail him at <roger@thecarecommunities.org>.

Jim-Dandy Service

763-1007

ALL TYPES OF REPAIR
Free Estimates Senior Citizen Discounts
DEPENDABLE • FAST • GUARANTEED

"More than just handy"

Jim Cardwell Master
Jim-Dandy, Inc. Handyman

NO JOB TOO SMALL!

Kitchen and Bath Upgrade!
Yard Projects Appliance Repair

Drain and Sewer Cleaning
Plumbing and Electrical

Remodeling Roof Repair
Power Washing Painting, etc.
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Vacation Bible School at 
HPUMC Begins in June

4001 Speedway   453-4206   hydeparkmethodist.org

Your friendly, neigborhood Methodist 
church hosts VBS from 9a.m. – 12p.m.

the week of June 23 – 27.

This year’s VBS programming 
is “Rainforest Adventure.” 
Kids experience Biblical
stories through interactive 
music, art, science, games, 
worship and drama in an 
imaginary Rainforest Canopy!

Hyde Park United Methodist is a
community of faith that values love, 

tolerance and integrity.
All are welcome at our table!

Join us June 23-27 for
Hyde Park United
Methodist VBS!
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LEARN STRATEGIES
TO HELP YOU MAKE
MONEY FOR YOURSELF.
Every day, you make money for your employer. But you
need to look out for your own finances, too.

That’s why our free Making Sense of Retirement seminar
was created. In just one hour, you’ll learn different ways to
save and strategies for working towards your personal
goals. Because, after all, the most important person you
should be making money for is yourself.

Seating is limited, so reserve your place today.

LEARN STRATEGIES
TO HELP YOU
MAKE MONEY
FOR YOURSELF.

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Every day, you make money
for your employer. But you
need to look out for your
own finances, too.  

That’s why our free Making
Sense of Retirement semi-
nar was created. In just one
hour, you’ll learn different
ways to save and strategies
for working towards your
personal goals.

Seating is limited so
call today.
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 Place:

Rainforest Partnership: 
The View from Peru

(The latest in an ongoing series of reports by former HPNA Co-President 
Niyanta Spelman about her and her family’s eco-adventures in points 
considerably south of their home on Avenue F.)

Trying not to be strangers in a strange 
land…

Our boat, little more than a canoe with a motor, is 
taking us up one of the tributaries of the Amazon in 
southeastern Peru. On all sides, we are surrounded 
by primary forest, only sparsely populated by hunter-
gatherers before it became a protected reserve a few 
years ago. The forest is thick, dark, complex, unfath-
omable -- the “infierno verde” of the Conquistadors.

Everyone who comes here to the Tambopata Re-
serve is prepared for the birds: Macaws, parrots, 
parakeets, toucanets of every imaginable color, each 
of the myriad species subtly different. And it’s easy, 
even for non-birders like us, to participate in the 
sport. One stares through binoculars and states, with 
as much authority as one can muster, “It’s a Scarlet! I 
saw a yellow stripe on the wing.” Your companions 
see it differently. “I didn’t see that stripe, and I still 
think it’s a Red and Green.” Or hear it differently. “It 
can’t be a Scarlet. Didn’t you hear the call?” And so 
on. The field guides fill hundreds of pages with col-
or plates and very, very careful descriptions of bird 
markings, ranges, and behaviors -- all to fuel the bin-
ocular arguments.

We were ready for the birds, but the really surpris-
ing thing is the mammals. Protected from hunting, 
the capybaras, the peccaries, and the monkeys roam 
freely, sometimes in groups of 100 or more. In a 
few hours’ walk, we triggered two wild boar stam-
pedes (nervously looking for the nearest tree in case 
the boars miscalculated and headed our way); we 
watched several troupes of spider, squirrel, howler, 
Capuchin, and dusky titi monkeys make moves that 
would put Tarzan to shame; we tracked an ocelot as it 
was hunting. The Reserve is hard-to-reach even by the 
stiff standards of the Peruvian Amazon. Few visitors 
crash through the brush, as we do with our guide, 
a former hunter himself. So the wildlife is actually 
wild — easy to say, but astonishing when you are sur-
rounded by it.

Our guide, Silverio, grew up in the forest, and is 
incredibly experienced for a man of 37 years. Watch-
ing, following, and talking with him, we get a sense 
for what it must be like to live with this forest every 
day. Nevertheless, we are conscious that we are just 
visitors. Silverio will be back upriver tomorrow; we’re 
going back to Cusco.

We try hard not to live like tourists, but our plans 
make it difficult. And, this is the only time that my 
husband Bill and son Ronan are accompanying me 

Continued on following page 
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EarthArt has moved from 
the little orange house at 7th

and Lamar to 211 North 
Loop, next to Epoch 

New Hours: 
Sunday 10-4, Mon-Sat 10-7 

The Beauty of Nature, The Artistry of Generations
Jewelry & Handicrafts from the Global Community 

Austin
211 North Loop(53rd) 

Tel: 512.693.9400 

Bryan
209 South Main Street 

Tel: 979.779.8208 

to the jungle, but I have come to think of us as travel-
ers in this instance! Finding potential partners for my 
emerging nonprofit the Rainforest Partnership means 
that I need to spend a substantial amount of time here 
in Peru in either Lima or Cusco. It is hard to find two 
cities more different. Lima is a desert on the sea, one 
of the driest places on earth with just .02 inches in an-
nual rain. The wind and fog off the cold Humboldt 
Current keep Lima from burning up, but this is still 
sea level near the Equator. Cusco, on the other hand, 
lies in the middle of the Andes, at 12,000 feet, where 
the winds dump all that Pacific moisture. It rarely 
snows, but you always need a sweater and your wa-
terproof overcoat is never far away.

Now add the jungle to the mix: Drenched and 
sweltering during the rainy season, with mud so thick 
you could lose your knees in it (we managed to bare-
ly miss the rainy season). Finally, even in casual Peru 
one needs to look good for a business meeting. Be-
tween sporty and professional, hot and cold, dry and 
wet, we had a lot to pack. All in one bag for each of 
us! 

It is strange to see so much of the country and 
from such very different aspects. To be almost liv-
ing and participating in local life, to have Ronan go to 
school, as he will for more than a month in Lima. Ac-
tual school is from 9 to 12:30. Then all the kids come 
home for lunch, the main meal of the day. Perhaps 
due to some arcane government decree, all restau-
rants have good, cheap lunch menus. For $2 to $4, 
you get three courses, including gorgeous ceviches 
or soups, fresh fish, and tasty choices of desserts. It’s 
hardly worth cooking, and we rarely do. Then Ronan 
goes back to school from 3 to 7 (yes, really, and I can’t 
manage to get a single meeting before 3 p.m. here 
in Peru), and Bill and I each go on to our respective 
workplaces. Bill finds an outdoor café with a wireless 
connection and decent coffee (hard to find in a coun-
try so casual about its major cash crop). I take a taxi to 
my afternoon meetings, typically far from the tourist 
traps and sometimes far from one another -- a serious 
undertaking in a city of 11 million or so.

In Cusco, for the first time since we left Aus-
tin, we experienced what we’ve been missing by 
attempting to really live here. We went to Machu 
Picchu last weekend and were surrounded by tour-
ists from all over the world. The guidebooks say that 
Machu Picchu is the biggest tourist attraction in all 
South America, and it attracts exactly the traffic you’d 
expect. Tourists come in on the train from Cusco, of-
ten in a big group who all speak the same language, 
walk around the site for a few hours with a guide 
who knows exactly what they want to hear, then turn 
around and go back. In our train car, a tour group 
from the Midwest belted out Elvis and Sinatra -- bad-
ly -- most of the way back to Cusco. Their contact 
with local culture was limited to the Pisco Sours they 
bought on the train.

Continued on page 12
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 Hyde Park

Allandale 
 Far West Blvd 
 Enfield  

South Lamar   

AustinTaiChi.com      420-9412

ALL FAITHS WELCOME
18 months to 5 years  Week Days  7 am to 6 pm
Experienced Teachers  Large Shaded Playground

Katie Youngblood, Director  512-452-6063
stgeorgeschool@stgeorges-austin.org
4301 North IH 35, Austin, Texas 78722

SAINT GEORGE’S
EPISCOPAL DAY SCHOOL

W W W . S T G E O R G E S - A U S T I N . O R G

In a different time and place -- on a different va-
cation -- that might have been us. But as folks who 
are living here, even for only a few weeks, it is easy to 
see how much the typical tourists miss. Mark Twain 
once said of women cursing, “They know the words, 
but not the music.” I think this is true of the “If this 
is Tuesday, this must be Machu Picchu” crowd. The 
sights and sounds and smells of the monuments and 
cathedrals and plazas -- and even the fast-food lunch 
joints -- all have a meaning to the people who live 
with them every day. Our measly few weeks in Peru 
isn’t nearly enough to understand this meaning, but 
it is long enough to recognize that there is a meaning, 
and that filtering the sights and sounds through our 
North American eyes and expectations largely miss-
es the point.

I still have a lot of travel left. My board chair, Ha-
zel Barbour, arrives here in a few days, and we’ll be 
going to parts of Peru not usually visited by tourists. 
I’m looking forward to it. Most guide books tell you 
to avoid Lima -- too noisy, polluted, and generic. But 
over this last week, I have come to the conclusion that 
I like Lima, the people, the culture, the gorgeous food. 
(I do wonder how this desert city will provide wa-
ter to its increasing population as the climate changes 
and the Andean glaciers melt). I loved Cusco, too, and 
cherish the friends I have made and that I have been 
working with.

I keep thinking of how strange it is that we’re 
so scattered. We have left most of our belongings at 
home in Austin, but left a bag in our apartment in 
Lima, another bag in our apartment in Cusco, and 
are traveling with an even smaller subset of clothes, 
books, and shoes. There must be some meaning to all 
this, but for now I just muse on it. And wonder where 
on earth I left my favorite hairband.

— Niyanta Spelman

The View From Peru...­
­		 		    …cont’d from page 11

Hyde Park Poets
Magpie Poem I

I hear a magpie cry
a haunting lullaby
appealing to me for a spark of beauty to
adorn the sky.

— Genève Gil
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Trinity United

Methodist Church
Welcoming and affirming all people inclusive of Race, Nationality,
Age, Gender, Gender Identity, Marital Status, Sexual Orientation,

Physical Ability, Mental Ability, Economic Class,
or Educational Class.

Inclusive, Nature-affirming, Creative Worship
Sundays at 8:50 AM & 11:10 AM

600 E. 50th St. / Austin, TX 78751
(512) 459-5835 www.tumc.org

(one block east of Duval)

Where You
Can Be

YOU
diversity welcomed. diversity affirmed.

diversity celebrated!

FREE
Check Engine Light 

Diagnostic Code

off

SAVE $85
(some restriction may apply)

10%
Parts & Labor 

for new customers
on all repairs

*These Coupons  May Only Be Used One At A Time

www.revolutionmotors.com

service@revolutionmotors.com
OR

For Bookings

(some restriction may apply)

512.453.5050

Specializing
and repairs

in the maintenance

for your European CarSadly, the tire slashings have continued to be a 
problem in our neighborhood. There has been 

much discussion on the ListServ and speculation 
of who might be committing these mindless acts of 
vandalism. Until someone actually sees the crime be-
ing committed, the police cannot do anything. It has 
been suggested that neighbors call 911 if they see any 
suspicious activity. With probable cause or with a wit-
ness, the police can then intervene.  In the meantime, 
park your cars in driveways or in well-lit areas. 

On another note, Officer A.J. Rodriguez reports 
that residential burglaries are down, but that vehi-
cle burglary is up. Living in Hyde Park does present 
the challenge of many cars on the street presenting an 
opportunity for crime. Officer Rodriguez reminds us 
to remove any valuables from sight and to lock your 
doors. It may be a little more hassle, but if you could 
cover your car at night, it could deter a passing van-
dal.

In the past, I have addressed ways in which we 
can be better neighbors by not parking  cars in front 
of your neighbor’s house and by minimizing bark-
ing dogs by either keeping them inside of your house 
or walking them more often. Many times, dogs bark 
because they are bored. So, help your pet and your 
neighbors by interacting with your pets. Another way 
in which we can be better neighbors is to make sure 
that outdoor lighting is not shining in your neighbor’s 
windows. These small considerations can lead to a 
very positive neighborly environment.

Stay vigilant and if you have any questions or 
concerns for the police, contact our District Represen-
tative, Officer A.J. Rodriguez, at 974-4527.

Crime Report
             by Carol Welder

—	 Carol Welder	
HPNA Crime and Safety Chair	
<cjwelder@msn.com>

Hyde Park Poets
Magpie Poem II

I hear the magpie sigh,
her song of love
a warbling cry,
wingtips nestled deep into her breast, her beak
audacious high.

— Genève Gil
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M E M O R I A L  S C H O O LSri Atmananda

oin us Thursdays
from 9 to 10 am, 
and hear all about

our unique approach
to learning. Coffees are
held in the former
Perry Mansion.

grades K-10, established in 1995 � 1 to 4, adult /child ratio

4100 Red River, Austin 78751 � 451-7044 � www.samschool.org

Thursday 
Coffees
J

✑ It’s Our Park! Dept.: Receiving justifiably prominent atten-
tion in this issue is news from and about recent goings-on at Shipe 
Park in connection with the 2008 edition of the citywide It’s 
My Park! Day initiative. As event chair/not-so-cub reporter Jack 
Nokes proudly points out, nearly 100 volunteers showed up on the 
afternoon of April 12th, and four hours later left the park in de-
monstrably better shape than they found it. It was only a year or so 
ago that Betsy Clubine and Michael Horowitz were instrumental 
in getting this ball rolling in the first place, so it is nothing short of 
remarkable how quickly it has evolved into such a popular and en-
gaging event. Indeed, a strong case can be made that It’s My Park! 
Day has joined the Fire Station Festival, Christmas/Holiday Party, 
and Homes Tour* as annual highlights on the HPNA calendar, 
both reflecting and contributing to the communitarian spirit that 
makes this neighborhood so special. So, to all who showed that 
spirit on the 12th, many thanks, and see you next year!

(*OK, OK, we’re not having a Homes Tour this year -- but after 
30+ years in a row, maybe we deserved a little break!)

  
✑ Local Historic District Dept.: Likewise deserving of thanks, 
and profiled in LHD Chair Lorre Weidlich’s piece this month, 
are the fine folks and good neighbors who are donating their time 
and talents to help realize the neighborhood’s aspirations for Local 
Historic District designation -- among them, Thad Avery, Carol 
Burton, David Conner, Carolyn Grimes, Lynn Osgood, Michelle 
Paris-White, Paula Rhodes, and Kelly Schaub. We appreciate their 
efforts, and look forward to their recommendations.

  
✑ Tree Magnifique Dept.: Folks at Blue Sky Realty have 
launched an effort to find and celebrate “Austin’s Prettiest Tree,” 
and intend to award a $100 gift card (to The Great Outdoors) to 
the nominator of said tree. So, if you have (or at least know of ) a 
tree that deserves such recognition, just shoot a photo and email 
it to <blueskyaustin@sbcglobal.net>, including your name, # and 
address. Deadline is July 1, so get with it, neighbors  — it’s time to 
up your arboreal aesthetics periscopes!

  
✑ Know Your Neighbors Dept.: Our friend and neighbor Carol 
Welder not only serves as Chair of HPNA’s Crime and Safety 
Committee, but is also captain of Neighborhood Watch efforts for 
the 4200 block of Avenue F. And in that latter capacity, she has re-
cently provided a very simple but most valuable service -- namely, 
compiling a list of the names, addresses, and phone #’s of every 
resident on the block, and then distributing the list to everyone on 
the list. It’s a great idea, doesn’t involve much time or effort, and 
can serve as a valuable crime prevention and community-build-
ing strategy; thus we encourage other Neighborhood Watch Block 
Captains to consider providing a similar service. Meanwhile, many 
thanks, Captain Welder! 

Around & About the Avenues
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1000 E 41st St
Austin, TX 78751

Lucien, Stirling and Gray  
Advisory Group, Inc. 

Are you looking for expert insight and  
guidance regarding your financial picture? 

As an independent, Austin-based  
Registered Investment Advisor and financial planning firm, 

we specialize in long-term, personal relationships. 
Our clients appreciate our personalized approach! 

We offer fee-based asset management and planning services 
to people who know that wealth is more than just money. 

Give us a call or visit our website —
Please let us know how we can be of service. 

4005 Guadalupe · Austin, TX  78751 
(512) 458-2517 

www.lsggroup.com 

“Smart Decisions About Serious Money” Located in the Historic John Rutledge House 

In Hyde Park since 1992 
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Hyde Park Poets
Wings

torn from the menu turn from
the heart;
call an angelfly, tell
her open, give me wings, they feel
to grow like potato spuds between 
my shoulders and there’s aching there
where they should be
should I be free.

open 
wings of fine feather swan,
bead of a black hard eye upon my
shoulder cold and steady
am I ready? 
can I sing?

open 
wings
of fire sweeping rush
waters over boulders wild
and screaming
can I breathe?

open your mouth
let the lozenge burn your tongue
close your eyes and be surprised
it isn’t gone
rock
and rock
and cradle your aching breast
swing into rest
and swoon
am I too soon?

open 
wings of flame
a fiery breath of spirit, spit, blood
curdling cry
talons razor embers
scarring blindly outraged
in every way, globally, a sphere of
lightening white hot, bolting blinding 
charring and unfolding
wings 
of black to black
out the night
in flight.

— Genève Gil
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Sam Archer
Realtor
Coldwell Banker
633-4650
sarcher@cbunited.com

Zander Blunt 
Mortgage Banker

PrimeLending
381-4642

zblunt@primelending.com

The Avenue D TeAm
serving Hyde Park since sPeedway was a racetrack*

I found it.

It’s that 
easy. I financed it.

* not really.

 

 

 

 

 

KALANCHOE 
CONSTRUCTION & REMODELING 

ADDITIONS ∙ ROOFING 
DECKS ∙ FENCING 

PAINTING ∙ PLUMBING 
HVAC (512) 656-1448 

bigdavemcclain@gmail.com 

Jobs of All Shapes 
and Sizes 

A Division of Beckham Development 

Hyde Park Poets
My Altar

My altar is small, of thick rough boards, made
by hand, a friend’s hands.  It’s an altar to an unknown
God, a force, a spirit. On it sit things of beauty, gifts
from friends, a candle, an incense burner, the perfume box
my mother kept her jewelry in and, inside it, my father’s
watch and an antique turquoise ring I bought in Flagstaff
years ago and finally small mementos of women I’ve loved.
Above it, hangs an oil pastel I drew of the Goddess
dreaming the universe. This small table is the home of my
spirit, the abode of the Goddess, the keeper of rituals.  
This is not my first altar.  That was made forty years ago
by a woman I loved when we were living together.  It was
just a board with a mirror behind it and small, clear objects
scattered on its surface.  We used to put flowers on it and
light candles and incense.  After we separated, I continued
to have an altar wherever I went down to this very day.  
Sometimes I forget about it for days, weeks even, and then
one day I’ll look up and it’s there. I think it’s my hope, built
of rough wood and gifts from friends, things of beauty,
mementos of women I’ve loved, looked down on from above
by the Goddess.

—	 Albert Huffstickler 
10.19.2000



Page 18 — April, 2008 — Pecan Press

Hyde Park Residents &
Neighborhood Realtors

Search for homes at jeff baker.stanberry.com
Also check out www.jeff bakerart.biz

Doing our part to 

Keep Hyde Park Weird

HybridRealtor@Stanberry.com

Jeff  Baker
619-7421

Kate Baker
750-0376

4000 Duval Street

Working Hands 
Construction

Minor to Moderate Repairs and Remodeling
Decks, Fences and Custom Woodwork

Pain-in-the-Neck Problems Solved
Friendly, Affordable, Hyde Park Based

Call Matthew Young 419-7650

LANIER PLUMBING
Don’t	fuss,	call	us!	

Complete Repair Service
• Hot Water Heaters
• New Installations
• Gas Inspections
• Remodels
• Slab Leaks

Family Owned and Serving Austin since 1931

2300 Pasadena Dr., Austin, Texas 78757

450-1673

Reflections: floodlines 2008

The brides are absent, the violins are quiet, the salt is 
poured, the Volvos are dispersed, the processional is 

over…for now. floodlines 2008, the performance instal-
lation created by Austin artist Jaclyn Pryor, lingers in the 
memories of the performers, the audience, and for Hyde 
Parkers, the visual images of the passing processional and 
the poignancy of the moment. Sunday, April 20th was the 
fifth performance in a seven year cycle and notable for 
how it had expanded from an intimate, almost private 
event, to one that many neighbors anticipated with keen 
interest and curiosity. For those who were engaged in 
the project or even caught a serendipitous glimpse, their 
memories of a given street corner, the lawn of HPPresby-
terian Church, the 4200 block of Avenue D, the lawn of 
the Shipe House, have been affected by brief moments of 
theater and altered reality.

 This event would not have been possible without a 
network of support from Hyde Parkers – both individuals 
and area businesses who helped make it a success. You 
can check out a complete list of the cast (“The Ensemble”) 
and those who made inkind and monetary contributions, 
at the floodlines web site <www.jaclynpryor.com>, but 
I’d like to extend a particular thank you to Hyde Parkers 
whose generosity and participation made a difference:

Performers and Volvo purveyors: Jacqui Woolley, 
Rich MacMath, Arlen Johnson, Tony Kotecki, Madeline 
Marabella, Jack Steiner, Derek Young, Gwen Lewis, Doug 
Simmer, Sam Schonzeit, Julia M. Smith, Trevor Brooks, 
Justin Gray, Meg Hardick, Isak Kotecki, Jessie Woolley-
MacMath, Gabriella Walker, Giulia Walker, Clara Gibbs, 
Nancy Mims, Jennifer Vickers and the York family; along 
with donors of venues or materials: Ted and Chris Hus-
ton, Hyde Park Presbyterian Church, the residents of 
4200 block Avenue D, Liljestrand-McClelland family, 
Alan Marburger, Austin Group for the Elderly, Fresh Plus, 
Double Dave’s Pizza, and EcoClean.

In addition, special thanks to everyone who helped 
make the floodlines garden party & benefit a success: The 
Hydmen, Greg Bontempo and NeWorlDeli, Julia Smith, 
Cynthia Janis, the Texas Juggling Society, Nancy Mims & 
Rodney Gibbs, Elizabeth & Bruce Malone, Jennifer Vick-
ers & Lee Walker, Sam & Patty Griswold, Ann S. Graham 
& Arlen Johnson, and Nick Barbaro & Susan Moffat.

Last, but not least, special thanks to the area busi-
nesses who contributed to the floodlines live auction: 
arrowhead custom framing, Bat City Awards, Blue Dahl-
ia Bistro, Blue Moon Glassworks, Boomerangs, City of 
Austin – Water Utility, Dharma Yoga, Hazey Fairless and 
Rayna Matthews, Judge Nancy Hohengarten, Hyde Park 
Bar & Grill, Jerry’s ArtARama, Laurterstein-Conway Mas-
sage School, Little City, McGuire’s Clocks, Mother’s Café 
& Garden, People’s Pharmacy, Pete Reed-the Hyde Park 
Handyman, Jaclyn Pryor, Theatre Action Project, VinoVi-
no, Woodburn House Bed & Breakfast, Leanne Zacharias!

 We couldn’t have done it without you! See you in 
April 2009!

 —	Ann S. Graham, floodlines Production 
Manager, Hyde Parker
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Suzee Brooks, REALTOR®

office 512.499.0499 • fax 512.499.0460 • mobile 512.740.5771 • suzee@lyonrealestate.net

terraces on north

510 East 41st Street  $539,000

3803 Avenue G       PENDING

4808 Caswell Ave    PENDING

1507 North Street  • Ten Modern Units • $315,500 - $469,500   •  Now Showing!



Page 20 — April, 2008 — Pecan Press

AISD Bond Election, May 10:  
Why Hyde Parkers Should Vote 
YES

On May 10, Austin voters will have the 
chance to approve three school bond 

propositions for the Austin Independent 
School District.  Should you vote for the 
school bonds?  If you live in Hyde Park, the 
answer is a resounding YES!

These bonds will fund needed improvements for 
many Austin schools, but their passage is critical-
ly important for McCallum High School, the public 
school for the Hyde Park neighborhood. Of course, 
Hyde Park families want a good school for their 
kids. But even if you never use it, the quality of this 
school still has a big effect on your property values. 
As any realtor can tell you, good schools are a good 
investment — and investment in McCallum is long 
overdue.

Built in 1953, McCallum is one of the district’s two 
oldest high schools still operating in its original build-
ing and the only one to be doing so without major 
upgrades to its physical plant. Many of its most-used 
facilities are failing, outdated or woefully inadequate 
for its current programs. The majority of its restrooms 
have not been updated in 50 years. Its theater is 200 
seats short of the minimum recommended by AISD 
for its high schools and is not fully ADA-compliant. 
The math wing does not have central air conditioning, 
leaving teachers straining to be heard over loud inef-
ficient window units. Lockers are broken. Science labs 
are crammed.

Yet despite these aging facilities, McCallum is a re-
markable place. It has been nationally recognized by 
Newsweek Magazine as one of “America’s Best High 
Schools,” ranking in the top three percent based on 
the ratio of students passing Advanced Placement 
exams. Its music department and recording arts pro-
gram earned a 2005 Grammy Signature School award 
- one of only 33 schools nationwide to gain this rec-
ognition. Last summer, its acclaimed theater program 
performed by invitation at the international Edin-
burgh Fringe Festival in Scotland. This June, its wind 
ensemble will play for the fourth time at Carnegie 
Hall in New York and its choir and orchestra are al-
ready scheduled for a joint performance there in 2009. 
McCallum graduates are regularly accepted to some 
of the nation’s most prestigious colleges and universi-
ties, many having earned substantial scholarships.

While other Austin high schools reflect decades 
of segregated housing patterns, McCallum remains 
one of the district’s most successful ethnically and ec-

Continued on page 22
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Health First Insurance Services
www.healthfirstinsuranceservices.com

Affordable Health Insurance:  
• Self-employed • Individuals & Families  
• Small Group • Medicare Supplement  
• Dental & Life 

Valerie Mitchell
Authorized Independent Agent

(512) 349-0990

***If we can’t sell it... we will buy it!***

FREE Quick
OVER-THE-NET

Home Evaluation
www.HydeParkHomeValues.Info

City Plumbing Company
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
453-1115

Sewer and Water Heater Replacement 
Slab Leaks • Gas Leaks 

Sewer and Drain Cleaning Service 
Repairs • Re-pipes • Remodels

ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

onomically diverse campuses. Of its 1700+ students, 
46 percent are white, 22 percent are African-Ameri-
can and 30 percent are Hispanic. Over one-third of 
McCallum’s students are identified as economical-
ly disadvantaged and more than half as “at-risk.” Yet 
the school’s TAKS scores for the past five years re-
flect solid academic achievement across a variety 
of demographic groups. The students, faculty and 
administration are committed to maintaining a wel-
coming, inclusive school environment for all.

McCallum is also home to the district’s Fine Arts 
Academy, which draws highly motivated students 
from across the city to major in Music, Visual Arts, 
Dance and Theater Arts. Approximately 465 students, 
about one-fourth of the larger McCallum student 
body, are currently working within an accelerated 
Academy track. Hundreds of McCallum’s regular stu-
dents are also enrolled in a wide range of Fine Arts 
classes. This open-door policy gives every interested 
student the chance to work with an outstanding facul-
ty and staff in a creative and stimulating environment.

What will McCallum gain from the current bond 
proposal? If passed, the bonds will provide additional 
science classrooms to meet new state curriculum re-
quirements, refurbished restrooms throughout school, 
new bleachers for the gymnasium, a new HVAC sys-
tem for math wing, energy-efficient replacement 
windows for school corridors, and new lockers to re-
place broken ones.

The bonds will also enable McCallum to build a 
new full-size theater, finally bringing its facilities up 
to the district’s Educational Specifications for high 
schools. With over 35 productions each year and the 
most active performing arts student population in the 
district, McCallum has desperately needed an ade-
quate theater for years. These bonds will make that 
dream a reality.

McCallum is a wonderful public high school with 
a dedicated faculty, great students and outstanding 
academic and extra-curricular programs, but it needs 
your help. Please invest in your neighborhood school 
and help our kids get the decent facilities they de-
serve. Vote YES on the school bonds May 10th!

— Susan Moffat, 4112 Speedway

Note: McCallum’s bond items will be contained in Propositions 1 and 
2 on the May ballot. Many McCallum families also strongly support 
Proposition 3, which contains funding for a long-awaited district 
Performing Arts Center that will be available for use by every school in 
AISD, including those that serve our neighborhood.

AISD Bonds  — Vote YES...­
­		 		    …cont’d from page 20
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HybridRealtor@Stanberry.com
Hyde Park Resident & Neighborhood REALTOR®

Jeff  Baker   619-7421
ABOR, REALTOR®,  Former State Licensed Appraiser   

Address: 4102 Burnet Road
Listed For: $295,000
Rosedale Bargain! Quiet residential part of Burnet Rd. (1/2 Block South of 
Ramsey Park.) Interesting Rosedale Cottage ready or remodeling.  Large 50’ X 
135’ lot. Award winning Bryker Elementary. Priced at ± lot cost. 

PENDING

 
Address: 620 West 35th Street
Listed For: $464,500
Sophisticated remodel 1 block west of Guadalupe. Stunning architecture, 
large corner lot, separate guest bedroom and garage. Totally remodeled 
kitchen and bathrooms with modern fl airs and period detailing. 

Address: 708 Harris Avenue
Listed For: $449,000
Classic Arts and Crafts home on a 50’ X 141’ corner lot.  Large 3/1.5 fl oor-plan 
with an additional 500sf+ of large attic space waiting to be fi nished out.  
Recent exterior paint, roof and electrical upgrading. Separate 2 car garage 
with a fenced yard only a block from award winning Lee Elementary.  

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

Address: 912 East 37th Street
Listed For: $411,000
Charming bungalow w/bright 1/1 garage apt.  Just remodeled. Features 
custom kitchen cabs., granite counters, new appliances, hrdwd fl ooring, 
recent int. paint, lrg dining & laundry, lrg 50’ X 150’ lot, 2 car garage.  Apt has 
sep. laundry room/hardwood fl ooring/central heat and AC. Very private.

PENDING

Address: 4833 Red River
Listed For: $259,000
Charming Bungalow remodel in the Hyde Park area.  Fully updated kitchen 
with custom cabinets and granite counters,  Large inviting front porch, long 
leaf pine fl ooring, designer colors, updated bath with a claw-foot tub and a 
great fenced yard and garage. 

SOLD

Address: 3713 Robinson
Listed For: $279,900
French Place classic. Tastefully remodeled home in the heart of French Place 
features fully updated kitchen and bathroom, beautiful hardwoods, designers 
colors, versatile 3rd bedroom or 2nd living rm, standing seam metal roof, and 
private backyard with deck. 

PENDING




