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HPNA General Meeting 
Agenda for May 6th

 Presentation by Marya Crigler, Chief 
Appraiser and Bruce Elfant, Tax 
Assessor and Collector on Property 
Taxes and Appraisals. 

 Presentation by Susan Moffat on the 
May AISD Bond Election

 Presentation by Outreach Chair, 
Larry Gilg on results of the Hyde 
Park Outreach Survey

All Hyde Park 
residents are welcome.

Continued on page 6Continued on page 3

The Story of Huff’s Corner
Albert Huffstickler was a familiar fi gure in Hyde Park. 

It was a short half-block commute from his apartment at 
43rd and Avenue H to his favorite table outside Quack’s, 

under the tree that once shaded that little corner by the alley. 
We all knew that our neighbor 

Huff was a poet. If you engaged him, 
he might write a verse or draw a pic-
ture for you on the spot and give it 
to you. It was only after his death 
in 2002 that some of us fully real-
ized just how much of a poet he was. 
In the words of Austin Poetry Soci-
ety president Elzy Cogswell, Huff 
was “the Willie Nelson of poetry.” He 
may also have been the most wide-
ly published, in hundreds of the little 
journals and chapbooks published 
across the world by people more in-
terested in poetry than money.

Just as the sculptor Elisabet Ney 
a century before him, Huff came to 
Hyde Park to live out the last days of 
his life and, like Ney, did some of his 
best work here.

His late work, written at that ta-
ble at Quack’s, and the others outside 
Dulce Vita and Julio’s, often ponders 
the intimations of impending mor-
tality. 

“Knowing there is only so much 
time, I don’t rejoice less, but more,” 
Huff wrote in “Don’t Ask the Angels 
How They Fly” on his 69th birthday, 
in 1996.

In 1997, Huff was honored with 
a special tribute by the Austin Inter-
national Poetry Festival and, though 
some of this recognition was growing 
among other poets and readers, Huff 
remained as open and yet self-con-
tained as he had always been, to us, 
his neighbors.

After his death in 2002, there 
were more tributes amid the dawn-
ing recognition of his unique place 
among American writers. The Austin 
Poetry Society continues a tradition 
that began with Huff at open mikes 
for poets every fourth Thursday at 
NewWorld Deli and Huff’s poems 
are often included in the Pecan Press 
by poetry editor Charlotte Herzele, 
but except for the mural on the side 
of Fresh Plus with a button inscribed 
“Long live Huff” in one corner, there 

A young Albert Huff stickler at the Ney 

Museum

News from Formosa: 
The Elisabet Ney Museum
 March 13, 2013

As you may have observed, 
there has been change recent-

ly at the Elisabet Ney Museum. I 
am happy to introduce myself as 
the Ney’s new Museum Site Co-
ordinator/Director. An Austinite 
since childhood (my family lived 
at 32nd and West Ave for several 
years) I received both my BA and 
MA in Geography at UT. My Mas-
ter’s Thesis was on wall murals in 
Austin. I began my career at the 
Museum of South Texas History, in 
Edinburg, After a few good years 
in the Valley, I moved home and 
continued in museums and historic 
preservation. My most recent post 
was as Executive Curator for Pub-
lic Programs at the Harry Ransom 
Center. 

Being Site Coordinator of 
the Ney Museum is a wonderful 
job. It is a magnifi cent place with 
tons of potential. Miss Ney her-
self was such an amazing character 
that stories practically fall out the 
building’s doors as you open them. 
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Hyde Park Neighborhood Association
P. O. Box 49427 • Austin, TX 78765
http://www.austinhydepark.org

— HPNA Offi cers/Steering Committee —
Co-Presidents 
• John Williams  .................................... <jawilli@grandecom.net>
• Ashley Schweickart  ...................<amschweickart@gmail.com>
Co-Vice Presidents
• Mark Fishman  ................................... <mlfi shman@gmail.com>
• Kathy Lawrence
Co-Secretaries • Claire de Young • Mike Pikulsi
Co-Treasurers • PO Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765
• I.J. Aarons   .................................................... <ijaarons@aol.com> 
• Lynne Hohlfeld  ............................. <lhohlfeldcpa@yahoo.com>
Additional Steering Committee Members: 
• Dorothy Richter • Lorre Weidlich • Eric Stumberg 
• Kevin Heyburn • Kathy Lawrence • Paul Kamprath 
• Annette Lucksinger • Lisa Harris
HPNA Committee/Task Forces (w/chairs)
AISD • Annette Lucksinger
Alley Coordinator • Carol Burton, <sky2wash@austin.rr.com>
Austin Neighborhoods Council Rep. • Ellen Williams, 
<anc_rep@yahoo.com>
Beautifi cation • Robin Burch <robinburch@gmail.com>
(903) 780-5275
Children’s Programs • Elise Krentzel
Church/Neighborhood Liaison • Niyata Spelman, 3802 Ave. F.
459-8349
Communications/Web • Robin Silberling, <rsilberling@gmail. com>
452-1783
Crime & Safety • Carol Welder
Development Review • David Conner <daypaycon@yahoo.com>
Finance • David Conner <daypaycon@yahoo.com>
Graffi ti Patrol • Lisa Harris <ljharrisus@yahoo.com>
420-0652 
Homes Tour • Carolyn Grimes <cgrimes@cbunited.com>
Membership • Sharon Brown <donsharon4213@sbcglobal.net> 
 • Karen Saadeh <kdmatthis@gmail.com>
Neighborhood Outreach • Larry Gilg <lgilg@grandecom.net>
Neighborhood Planning • Karen McGraw, 4315 Ave. C 459-2261
Local Historic District • inactive
Parks & Public Space • Mark Fishman, <mlfi shman@gmail.com> 
656-5505
Social • Deaton Bednar, <deatonbednar@grandecom.net>
Transportation • ............................................. VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Tree Preservation •  ....................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Triangle Development • Cathy Echols, 4002 Ave. C 206-0729
Zoning • Dorothy Richter, 3901 Ave. G 452-5117

From the Co-Presidents

Pecan Press
The Pecan Press is published monthly by the Hyde 

Park Neighborhood Association in Austin, Texas.
Note: Each month’s ad and editorial deadline is 

the 15th of month preceding publication.

Editor
Paul Kamprath <pecaneditor@gmail.com>

Editor Emeritus
Grant Thomas 450-0464 <hgrantthomas@gmail.com>

Poetry Editor
Charlotte Herzele <herzele@gmail.com>

Crime & Safety Chairman 
Heather Freeman <hdozierfreeman@yahoo.com>

Production Manager/Advertising Director
Robert M. Farr 731-0617 <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>

Mail Ad Payments to: 
Lynne Hohlfeld P.O. Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765

Mail Ad Artwork to:
Robert M. Farr <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>

7500 Chelmsford Dr. Austin,TX 78736

Distribution Coordinator
Rimas Remeza • 4105 Ave. F • 371-3158

 <rimasx@yahoo.com>

Area Coordinators
N of 45th/W of Duval • Syema Muzaffar
N of 45th/E of Duval • Jay Gerard & Carrie Laughlin  371-1546
S of 45th/W of Speedway • Ashley Schweickart
S of 45th/E of Speedway • Martha Campbell ............... 452-2815

Contributors
Glen Alyn, Cynthia Beeman, Laurence Becker, Deaton Bednar, Mary 
Collins Blackmon, Steve Bratteng , George Bristol, Sharon Brown, 
Lewis Brownlow, Amon Burton, Martha Campbell, Inga Marie 
Carmel, Josephine Casey, Kitty Clark, Betsy Clubine, Elsy Cogswell, 
Carol Cohen Burton, William Cook, Susan Crites Krumm, Celeste 
Cromack, Herb Dickson, Avis Davis, Pam Dozler, Cathy Echols, 
Mark Fishman, Merle Franke, Nadia Freeman, Larry Freilich, Eugene 
George, Mary Carolyn George, Barbara Gibson, Larry Gilg, Susan 
Gilg, Ann S. Graham, Carolyn E. Grimes, Lisa Harris, Anne Hebert, 
Ben Heimsath, Albert Huffstickler, Cynthia Janis, Paul Kamprath, 
John Kerr, Susan Kerr, Susan Kirk, Dennis Lensing, Karen McGraw, 
Sharon Majors, Libby Malone, Alan Marburger, Peter Maxson, Brook 
Meggs, Elaine Meenehan, Fred Meredith, Susan Moffat, John Paul 
Moore, Jack Nokes, Jill Nokes, Wanda Penn, Linda Pennington, 
Dorothy Richter, Walter Richter, Kristen De La Rosa, Steve Sadowsky, 
Mark Sainsbury, Jessica Salinas, Mary Lou Serafi ne, Cathy Short, 
Sarah Sitton, Thad Sitton, Clay Smith, Niyianta Spelman, Julie Strong, 
Kathleen Strong, Grant Thomas, Debbie Trammell, Rollo Treadway, 
Lao Tzu, Jennifer Vickers, Katie Vignery, Sandra Villalaz-Dickson, 
Lorre Weidlich, Adam Wilson, Hanna Wiseman Jacobs, Sue Young, 
Hermelinda Zamarripa.

have coordinated the dedication of 
Huffstickler Green, which is set for 
Saturday, May 4th at 10:30am. Thank 
you John Paul Moore, Kathy Law-
rence, and Mark Fishman! However, 
this is the culmination of years of 
hard work - quoting John Paul, “They 
say success has many fathers and many 
neighbors contributed to the creation of 
this little green space in Huff’s honor.” 
These include Judy Fowler of Austin 
Energy; the late Joel Cryer, who re-
cruited his own next door neighbor 
Michael Biechlin to design the land-
scape; Mary Ingle of NUNA, our own 
Wanda Penn and Lisa Harris; Mi-
chael Hirsch and Carolyn Palaima of 
HNA; John Eastman of City Public 
Works who brought Biechlin’s plans 
to fruition; and Elzy Cogswell.

Looking farther forward, our an-
nual Shipe Pool Party is scheduled 
for Saturday, June 22nd at 6:00pm. 
Come share a patch of grass with 
Hyde Park’s many families while lis-
tening to live music and marveling 
at the beautiful Shipe Park mosa-
ic mural as it reaches completion! 
As the fi nal panel of the mural is un-
veiled, we would like to thank Adam 
Wilson and everyone at the Griffi n 
School for their countless hours and 
their willingness to invite Hyde Park 
neighbors in to be part of this cre-
ative process.

Finally, a plug for the Hyde Park 
Homes Tour! We need YOU to make 
the 2013 tour a success and we need 
you NOW! Volunteers can provide 
their homes or their time, and we 
need persons before and during the 
event. Opportunities include adver-
tising the event in tradition and social 
media outlets, coordinating trans-
portation, creating signage, acting as 
house captains or docents, etc. Any-
one interested in helping can contact 
Homes Tour Chair Carolyn Grimes 
at: <cgrimes@cbunited.com>.

As I close this month’s column, 
I am sad to announce that I will be 

As temperatures creep into the 90s and the daylight lengthens past dinnertime, we are surely headed into 
another memorable Austin summer. But before the summer solstice is upon us (and it’s so hot that leaving 

our air conditioned homes becomes a daunting task), we have plenty of chances to engage in rewarding and 
exciting Hyde Park activities!

First, we’d like to thank Lisa 
Harris for spearheading the effort 
to revitalize Waller Creek through 
Keep Austin Beautiful’s annual 
Clean Sweep event. On Saturday, 
April 13th twelve volunteers from 
Rosedale, Mueller, and Hyde Park 
participated in the city-wide day of 
service and ended up removing 22 
bags of trash from the Creek. Volun-
teer Wendy Hiles found the coin slot 
from a coin-operated washer or dry-
er in the creek and won the event’s 
Most Unusual Object contest with it!

Second, we’d like to recog-
nize the Hyde Park neighbors who 

leaving Hyde Park at the end of June, 
as I embark upon the next chapter 
of my career in Seattle, WA. I have 
spent four glorious years in this 
beautiful, eccentric, lively, opinionat-
ed, diverse, passionate neighborhood 
and will greatly miss all of the 
friends I have made. That being said, 
I have no doubt in my mind that my 
fellow Co-President John Williams 
will continue his outstanding service 
to Hyde Park without missing a beat!

— John Williams
<jawilli@grandecom.net>
& Ashley Schweickart
<amschweickart@gmail.com>
HPNA Co-Presidents
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Spring 2013 Update for the Ney Museum:

Year three of the fi ve-year historic landscape restoration project at 
the Ney continued to show progress even though the 2011 and 2012 

growing seasons were not ideal. Fewer extremes in the drought, less 100 
degree days, and the rain that did fall allowed the prairie treatment areas 
closer to the museum to mature into a mixed grass prairie with season-
al wildfl owers showing great color in April and May last year. Invasive 
Bermuda grass was treated regularly and the monitoring and remov-
al process of this tenacious intruder will continue. The mixed grass areas 
received an over-seeding of native grasses and wildfl owers to boost di-
versity and density in an effort to reduce invasive grassy weeds in the 
treatment areas. Thanks again to our three dedicated landscape volun-
teers who assist with landscape tasks weekly.

2012 also saw some progress in the removal of invasive trees including a 
tree species survey being completed on Waller Creek. Plans are being devel-
oped toward the removal of invasive species on Ney property in 2013. A new 
Mesquite has been planted to replace the loss of a historic Mesquite in front of 
the museum near E. 45th Street. PARD Forestry assisted the Ney with compre-
hensive evaluations of all trees on site and recently completed much needed 
pruning and ligustrum removals near 
the creek. The young native trees 
planted about three years ago are 
thriving.

Our prairie expert, Mr. James Al-
derson, visited the site in January 
and continues to share his expertise. 
Plans move forward to complete the 
removal of the remaining Bermuda 
grass and other invasive weeds from 
the south side of the site closer to Av-
enue G. This includes seeding that 
area with mixed native grasses and 
wildfl owers and will include a very 
special batch of seeds gathered from a 
Blackland Prairie remnant known as 
Clymer Meadow. A prescribed mini-
mal mowing plan is being considered 
and developed with our expert and 
other stakeholders.

Special projects or volunteer op-
portunities for the Ney’s landscape 
and the museum itself will be an-
nounced through the HPNA List 
Serve and here in Pecan Press.

If you have questions specifi cal-
ly about the landscape, please contact 
Margaret Russell, at <margaret.rus-
sell@austintexas.gov>. If you have 
questions about the museum or about 
this column, please contact Oliver 
Franklin at <oliver.franklin@austint-
exas.gov> or 512-458-2255.

Send in your articles, letters, and photos (but not your 
poetry*) by the 15th of each month to:

 Editor, Pecan Press
 <pecaneditor@gmail.com>

*Send your poems to: 
 Charlotte Herzele
 <herzele@gmail.com>

We Welcome Your Submissions to Pecan Press

Note: The Pecan Press will not publish unsigned/unattributed poetry. All poems (even if written 
under a pen name) must carry a name and address or phone number for identifi cation and 
verifi cation purposes.
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I’d add that, as a seventh-gener-
ation German Texan, with family 
throughout Gillespie, Blanco, Lla-
no and Burnet Counties, I feel I’m 
practically kin to Elisabet myself. 
I look forward to much fun and 
good learning in the years ahead. 

I want to thank all those who 
participated in the Friends of Shipe 
Park’s It’s My Park Day, especial-
ly those who worked the Museum 
grounds. Jill Nokes deserves spe-
cial thanks for supervising the 
crew. We had a great time getting 
to know everyone, and the day’s 
accomplishments were numerous. 
Thank you.

We are also starting a monthly 
column in the Pecan Press, in which 
we will outline news and events 
at the Ney. These will include cal-
endar listings, museum news, 
exhibition stories, and of course, 
landscape updates. To that end, it’s 
my pleasure to share with you the 
Spring 2013 Landscape Update for 
the Ney. 

Coming in next month’s 
column: The new roof and celebra-
tions for the reopening of the Ney! 
Pencil in the date: June 15, 2013, 
Family Day!

Sursum!
— Oliver Franklin

Formosa News...
   …cont’d from pg 1
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Continued on following page 

HPNA Meeting Minutes 
April 1, 2013
The meeting was called to order by Co-President 

Ashley Schweickart at 7:05 pm. Ashley told the 
group that Susan Moffat was ill and would not be at 
the meeting to talk about upcoming school bond elec-
tions. Instead, Mary Sanger is presenting information 
about the increasing appearance of “stealth dorms” in 
and around central Austin.

Ms. Sanger defi ned a dorm duplex as a domicile 
where at least 6 unrelated adults reside. In reality, more 
persons are able to live in a unit because they are built 
with rooms that are labeled “study,” “game room,” 
or something else, but these become bedrooms, and 
thus more people can be accommodated. Neighbors 
have health and safety concerns due to location, traf-
fi c, transiency and crowding in single-family residential 
neighborhood zones. Right now there is a proposal for 
six three-bedroom duplex units, to house 18 unrelated 
adults, next to Lee Elementary School where Hyde Park 
children attend.

Neighborhoods in the broader region of central Aus-
tin are already being affected by this issue. According to 
Ms. Sanger, there have been 10 demolitions of single-fam-
ily homes in Northfi eld Neighborhood in the past six 
weeks. Other college towns in Texas have addressed this 
issue by reducing the number of unrelated adults in a 
domicile to 2 (San Marcos) or 4 (College Station). How-
ever, one HPNA member commented that Austin’s Code 
Enforcement Department has reported that it is neither 
monitoring nor enforcing occupancy limits. Therefore, 
The Hancock Neighborhood Association (HNA) is step-
ping forward with a resolution addressing resident 
numbers. Testimonials about living near stealth dorms 
can be found on the Hancock Neighborhood Association 
website: <www.hancockna.org>. One meeting attendee 
commented that while the Imagine Austin Plan indicates 
density recommendations for corridors, Hyde Park has 
both conservation and historic district designations that 
must also be respected. The HPNA Steering Commit-
tee will consider HNA’s resolution at their meeting next 
week. Another neighbor commented that stealth dorms 
are a result of neighborhood resistance to increased den-
sity. The neighbor suggested that it may be more effective 
to work with developers and accommodate higher den-
sity in a way that is compatible with the Hyde Park 
neighborhood and the neighborhood plan, and that also 
preserves the quality of life. Any citizens interested in 
mitigating the detrimental effects of stealth dorms are en-
couraged to write and meet with city council members, 
to contact television and newspapers, contact other city 
offi ces and respond when notifi ed as to proposed devel-
opments. 

Next, Lisa Harris gave an update concerning the city 
council’s decision to eliminate “project duration” regula-
tions for construction, and also whether requirements for 
building permit limitations will be revised. Explanation 
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Hyde Park Handyman
Big or Small, We Do it All

PETE REED

20 Years Experience
Free Estimates
(512) 736-6539

was given that “project duration” refers to expectations 
that benchmarks during the development process must 
be met by specifi c deadlines, or else there is risk of expira-
tion of the building permit. If a permit expires, a new one 
is required and must follow the current code, including 
any changes that occurred since the fi rst permit request. 
Questions about the defi nitions of dormancy and expi-
ration are on-going at this point. Lisa explained that the 
city’s ordinance may not be compliant with state laws 
that are more lenient, therefore the city council repealed 
the current ordinance and offerred no replacement ordi-
nance at this time. The city website has a list of expired 
permits in and near Hyde Park that could be revived un-
der the project duration regulation repeal. The parking lot 
proposal at Hyde Park Baptist Church may be one such 
project. 

Then, Co-President Ashley Schweickart gave an up-
date on the city’s effort to rewrite the Land Development 
Code (LDC), based on a presentation at last week’s Aus-
tin Neighborhoods Council (ANC) meeting. The effort 
now has a LDC Revision Advisory Group, composed 
of one person appointed by each city council member, 
and four appointees from the city manager. The organi-
zation acting as a consultant on the project is in process. 
An initial public input process will begin around mid-Ju-
ly. With the direction of this rewrite in the rudimentary 
phases, now is a good time to make neighborhood opin-
ions known. Citizens are encouraged to participate by 
email, stating what may be either positive or negative 
about the current code. Notice was given that members of 
the LDC Revision Advisory Group are welcoming e-mails 
with comments and suggestions. (Jeff Jack, <jjack2@aus-
tin.rr.com> and Dave Sullivan <sully.jumpnet@sbcglobal.
net> are the Group members who presented at the ANC 
meeting.) 

In other news, an update was presented regarding 
the Huffstickler Green offi cial opening ceremony at Du-
val and 38th Street. The ribbon cutting will be May 4th at 
10:30 am. A temporary sign for the Green has been creat-
ed. All residents in the Hyde Park, Hancock, and North 
University neighborhoods are encouraged to partici-
pate. Also, a Tree Preservation Chairperson is still needed 
so that communication is maintained with the City de-
partments involved in tree “trimming.” Finally, the 
Keep Austin Beautiful annual Clean Sweep will be held 
on April 13th and Lisa Harris is leading a Waller Creek 
clean-up effort. Also, thanks went out to Michelle Rosso-
mando and John Williams for getting the Hyde Park Egg 
Scramble organized. It was well attended and enjoyed by 
neighbors.

There was no further business and the meeting was 
adjourned at 8:03 pm.

— Mike Pikulski & 
Claire de Young,
HPNA Co-Secretaries

HYDE PARKHYDE PARKHYDE PARK



Page 6 — May 2013 — Pecan Press

       FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 

PROFIT BOOKKEEPING 
Local bookkeepers for Austin businesses 

www.profit-bookkeeping.com 
 Scott Hillen: 512.323.6209 

scott@profit-bookkeeping.com 

Too busy to do your own bookkeeping? 

We offer affordable bookkeeping 

services for small businesses including 

restaurants, bars, service companies 

and start-ups. 

Hyde Park has a fascinating legacy
Austin’s Hyde Park... the fi rst 50 years 1891-1941

by Sarah Sitton and Thad Sitton

Pick up a copy at the Avenue B Grocery

was no other outward memorial to remember our own 
Hyde Park Poet Laureate.

Later, when Austin Energy awarded “visual miti-
gation” funds to make up for the towering rust-colored 
transmission-line posts that run along 38th street, neigh-
bors Wanda Penn and Lindsay Nakashima walked the 
stretch with Judy Fowler of AE, scouting places where we 
could plant new trees with the funds. This was in 2006, 
four years after Huff’s death and now seven years ago.

The northeast corner of 38th and Duval presented 
the best place to plant what will one day be grand trees, 
unthreatened by overhead wires. Better, this was city 
property, the remains of a single house lot that had been 
condemned to make room for a left-turn lane for west-
bound 38th Street traffi c to turn south on Duval, toward 
the University of Texas.

They say success has many fathers and many neigh-
bors contributed to the creation of this little green space 
in Huff’s honor. These include Judy Fowler of Austin 
Energy, who on her last day before retiring, saw to the 
transfer of the mitigation funds to an account established 
for the Green; Huff’s friend and neighbor, the late Joel 
Cryer, who recruited his own next door neighbor Michael 
Biechlin to design the landscape; Mary Ingle of NUNA, 
our own Wanda Penn and Lisa Harris, who kept the pres-
sure on the city while leading us through the bureaucratic 
maze; Michael Hirsch and Carolyn Palaima of HNA; John 
Eastman of City Public Works who brought Biechlin’s 
plans, largely intact, to fruition; and Elzy Cogswell. 

Elzy knew both Huff and Margret Hofmann. When 
the proposal to name the grove of oaks across Cesar 
Chavez from City Hall for Hofmann, Austin’s beloved 
“Tree Lady,” came to the City Council in 2010, the APS 
members made a convincing case for naming it af-
ter Huff, but Elzy graciously assented to Hyde Park’s 
proposal to name our corner for Huff, in the face of sen-
timent from what he referred to, tongue in cheek, as 
Austin’s “powerful tree lobby.” 

Cogswell wrote at <http://tinyurl.com/huffcorner> 
our effort was successful, in no small part,”because poets 
are also tree people.”

As Don Wentworth of Issa’s Untidy Hut, the Lilliput 
Review’s blog, put it, “...though the tribute is in some 
ways humble, a tribute it is. “

In the seven years it took to realize this tribute, the 
corner had become something of an eyesore, an illegal 
parking lot where refuse containers sat all week, where 
big dogs left evidence their owners cared too little about 
this shabby place to pick up after them.

This spring, as the fi ne new oak trees, crepe myrtles 
and grass take hold, the low limestone sitting walls will 
attract those who wish to muse, as Huff did, on the pass-
ing of the number 7 bus, the students walking and cycling 
between homes here and the University, no longer an eye-
sore but a point of pride for all of us. 

What remains is for us to involve all who share our 
love of Albert Huffstickler and the work he left behind. 

Story of Huff’s Corner...
     …cont’d from page 1

Continued on page 8
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When a guy with this much gray hair talks, it pays to listen.

Up to $5,100 cash incentives + 3.99% financing
+ Up to $2,300 cash back from Austin Energy.
+ Up to $500 cash back from the Department of Energy.
+ Up to $500 cash back from Texas Gas Service.
+ Upto a $400 discount from Stan's.
+ Deduct your rebates and discounts.
+ Finance the balance at 3.99% with no money out of pocket. 
+ Up to $900 Carrier cool cash.
+ Deduct up to an additional $500 on your 2013 federal tax bill.

Ends May 31 or when funds are depleted.

UP TO

$5100
SAVINGS

Rebates based on an 1800 sq. ft. home in average condition. Energy improvements required for maximum rebates and loan W.A.C.  
Carrier Cool Cash available for Infinity series only. 

Homeowners who did not receive energy tax credits from 2006 –2011 & are improving their primary residence may qualify for the maximum combined credit of $500.

929-9393
www.stansac.com

Major credit cards accepted. TACLB 23827E

Your Neighborhood Specialist
When it’s time to choose a Realtor, choose a 
true neighborhood expert. I provide exemplary 
customer service along with innovative, 
peerless marketing strategies, and accurate, 
in-depth knowledge of our neighborhood and 
its unique homes. 
 
Whether you are buying, selling, or investing, 
contact me today for a complimentary 
consultation. 

 

I live here, I work here. 

www.tammyyoung.com

TAMMY YOUNG 
Broker Associate, GRI 
512.695.6940 
tammy@realtyaustin.com
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There is much of Huff’s poetry online; the trick is choos-
ing the right words for this memorial. The Lilliput Review 
(linked above) is a great place to start, but be warned, it 
can be addictive and there is always another Huff verse to 
be Googled or stumbled upon, or found in boxes and fi le 
cabinets in Hyde Park as many other places.

Appropriately enough, most of the planning for the 
May 4 dedication that hasn’t been conducted online has 
been accomplished at the tables outside Quack’s.

Dian Donnell sat at one of Huff’s favorite tables in 
front of Quack’s, and reminisced about her longtime 
friend. She mentioned the table that had Huff’s name 
on it around the corner at Dolce Vita, where the baristas 
would delight him by having his coffee ready when he 
arrived. One of his most available books is entitled Why I 
Write in Coffee Houses and Diners. It was at these tables 
that Huff spoke with and came to know so many of us.

Dian, who would go on to found the iconic Vulcan 
Video, knew few people when she arrived at UT in 1967. 
Huff was a neighbor on 22nd Street, took his coffee and 
talked and smoked and wrote in those days in the Chuck-
wagon in the UT Union.

They became friends and remained so for the rest of 
Huff’s life. What was her strongest, most lasting impres-
sion of Huff, after all those years of friendship, 11 years 
after his death? Dian replied, “Most people will let you 
talk and just be waiting for their turn, but Huff really 
listened.” As so many others, Dian would fi nd pieces, ob-
jects, fl eeting references to things she had told him among 
his many verses. She would not be alone in pondering 
these glimpses, “Was that what I mentioned to him? Was 
that me?”

Elzy Cogswell came to Quack’s to share the planning 
and some Huff stories that bear repeating. On a sunny 
beautiful April day under the new palapas, Elzy coun-
seled no haste to create a permanent memorial marking 
Huff’s Corner, but to let such take shape in the minds 
and imagination of those who want to create something 
meaningful, who want to be a part of this. 

For her part, Dian Donnell believes that what Huff 
would most want to last, more than his own name, would 
be his words, his work. Dian, Elzy and others had a sug-
gestion, and she recited lines from Huff’s last poem, 
written in the hospital on Sunday, February 24, 2002:

“Tired of being loved,
Tired of being left alone.
Tired of being loved,
Tired of being left alone
Gonna fi nd myself a place
Where all I feel is at home.”

 —Albert Huffstickler
I, for one, believe Huff would approve, but I also 

want to hear the thoughts and hearts of others.
— John Paul Moore

Dedication of Huffstickler Green will be at 
10:30 a.m. Saturday, May 4, 2013 at 38th & Duval.

Story of Huff’s Corner...
     …cont’d from page 6
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Huffstickler Green 
Dedication: May 4
The dedication of Huffstickler Green, honoring 

the Bard of Hyde Park, Albert Huffstickler (1929-
2002), will be 10:30 Saturday morning, May 4.

The Green, already becoming known in the histor-
ic Hyde Park and Hancock neighborhoods as Huff’s 
Corner, now freshly landscaped with a low sitting 
wall, oak trees and crepe myrtles, is on the prominent 
northeast corner of 38th and Duval, now marked with 
a temporary banner created by Mark Fishman. 

The spot marks the convergence of the Hyde Park, 
Hancock and North University neighborhoods, and 
was created with help of neighbors in all three, work-
ing with the City of Austin Public Works Department.

With the enthusiastic participation in both the cre-
ation of the Green and the planning of the dedication 
event, Huff’s friends and fellow poets, including an 
astounding number who Huff directly inspired to be-
come poets themselves, we look forward to sharing 
and hearing Huff’s own words as well as the poems 
and stories of those whose lives he touched.

Few neighborhoods have their own poet laureate. 
Kathy Lawrence, who is leading HPNA’s dedication 
effort, reached out to mutual friend and Huff’s one-
time neighbor David Jewell, who contributed his own 
poem, “Huff walking to mail a poem,” (see page 18) to 
this commemoration, one that aptly captures the im-
age of Huff, the neighbor so many of us knew. And 
what did Huff think of Hyde Park? In his words, 
plucked from the seemingly bottomless well of verse 
that is Huff’s legacy, this:

“Whether you are sitting in front of the bakery 
drinking coffee or walking the evening or standing 
on your front porch watching the night come in, 
you’re surrounded by this deep sense of place, of 
being in a neighborhood, of being spoken to, recog-
nized when you walk down the street, of meeting 
faces that lack that closed city look that is part of so 
many areas as crime and distrust grow. People still 
recognize and greet each other here and give each 
other the benefi t of the doubt because we’re all part 
of the neighborhood. You can’t put a price on that, 
not in these times.”

 Albert Huffstickler

handi-man services in hyde park
head, hands, and heart

stan 3506419
references provided

 — Article Submitted by John Paul Moore
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The First Annual 
Hyde Park 

Egg Scramble

Shipe Park
March 30, 2013

Found one!

Can’t wait for the 
bounce house to inflate

Bunny needs
a home

Easter Bunny makes 
an appearance

The eggs were so
plentiful, they were

growing on trees

Photo Essay by Lorre Weidlich
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EXPERT INTERIOR DESIGN HELP IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

MARJORIE DURST
DESIGN CONSULTANT

I CAN HELP YOU BRING YOUR THOUGHTS TOGETHER, CREATE A 
COHESIVE PLAN AND HOLD YOUR HAND THROUGH THOSE DARK 

HOURS OF DECISION MAKING

ADVICE BY THE HOUR OLDER HOMES A SPECIALTY
512.820.4607 MARJORIEDURST@GMAIL.COM

The Montessori CenterThe Montessori Center
Celebrating 30 years of excellence
Enrolling 3-6 yr olds for fall 2013

4108 Avenue H, 512-451-5081

Memories of Hyde Park

When I think of my favorite 
neighborhood in Hyde Park, I think 

of my memories associated with it. I think 
of Albert Huffstickler, his poetry and his old 
apartment next to my favorite grocery store 
Fresh Plus. I see him smoking at Quacks with 
his grey beard and his weathered face.

The fi rst time I saw the sign at Dolce Vita in mem-
ory of Huff it made me sad. No longer would his 
poems be written or published. No more scenes of 
him smoking and drinking coffee out front. 

I think of Julio’s where the food and fl an is always 
fantastic and how they don’t take credit cards like 
back in the olden days. I think of the Dr. Chocolate 
sign where I could buy chocolate. I think of the old 
Movie Store where, when in college, I rode my bike 
to buy fresh popped popcorn every night so I would 
not be so lonely after that divorce. I think of the old 
fl ower shop, now a home across from my Hyde Park 
theatre. I say “my” for everything in the area because 
I coined all the business establishments as mine when 
I lived at Redwood North Apartments on 51st Street. 

I think of Limbo and sweet Alex who owned the 
shop. I bought my fi rst antique tapestry chair there 
back in 93. I still have it. All my dogs who sat in it and 
rocked have now passed. When I sit in it I think of 
how my friend John carried it on his shoulder across 
the street to my apartment. I think of the old Xmas 
tree I still use to this day with old fashioned orna-
ments I put on it that came from Limbo too. I think of 
the Hyde Park gym where Dave tried to help me get 
my diabetes in check by working out.  I think of the 
Campbell Newman antique show.  I lined up on the 
street for hours before it opened to get a ticket to go 
in. 

I think of Little City where I rode my bike every 
Sunday morning to sit on the sidewalk and drink hot 
java. I think of Flightpath and how I went there every 
night to study and for morning coffee before school.  
I think of riding my bike back and forth to UT-Aus-
tin.  I also think of Fresh Plus and how because it was 
just me, I could ride my bike there to hand select my 
individual package of meat for dinner. I think of the 
museum with all the beautiful sculptures and the 
park.

I remember how I had wished and hoped that 
one day I would meet some nice man in the area, get 
married and live my life out in HP. Sadly that did not 
happen. But I love HP so much I still go there weekly 
for coffee and groceries and the theatre. You see, one 
can live outside of HP, but love it enough to always 
go back time and time again. 

— Rose Di Grazia
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ARBORTECH 
 

Member of and Certified by The International  
Society of Arboriculture 

 

Stan Noblett, B. S. Molecular Biology 

 

940-0705 
Residential-Commercial 

 

· Sick Tree Diagnosis                           · Pruning   
· Storm Damage                                   · Removal 

· Ball Moss                         · Cabling & Bracing 

· Lot Clearing                             · Roof Clearing 

· Appraisal                       · Native Tree Experts 

Complete Tree Service 

www.arbortech.org 
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HYDE PARK NEIGHBORS

Join our Email Newsletter for Exclusive Offers

Delivering Pies To Our

for 35 Years!

www.ConansPizza.com

478-5712
603 W 29th

Hyde Park has a fascinating legacy
Austin’s Hyde Park... the fi rst 50 years 1891-1941

by Sarah Sitton and Thad Sitton

Pick up a copy at the Avenue B Grocery

Griffin School Presents

idsummer
ights        

eProm 

M
N
R

Adult Gala
May 4th 7-11pm

Drinks, Dancing, Auction

Themed Costume Attire

griffinschool.org/specialevents

You’re Invited to a Seminar:
Advances in Research for 
Dementia & Depression 

presented by 
Senior Adults Specialty Healthcare
with Meredith Draper, Ph.D. and

Laura Eisenberg, R.N., FNP-C
•Alzheimer’s disease diagnosis

•Current Alzheimer’s disease treatments

•Clinical research for early memory loss and 
Alzheimer’s disease

•Alzheimer’s disease and depression

Thursday, May 16 – 7:00 p.m.

Hyde Park Baptist Church

3901 Speedway

Friendship Hall

Presented by the Hyde Park Baptist Foundation

 and the Pastoral Care Ministry

Reservations: Marlene Rich 459-6587

<mrich@hpbc.org>
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Lucien, Stirling and Gray  
Advisory Group, Inc. 

How do you define “wealth”? 
 

Hint:  It’s more than your balance sheet 
 

Exploring this question and crafting  
thoughtful long-term plans  

is how we deliver  
wealth management services  

in a meaningful, personal way. 
 

Please give us a call. 
 

“Life is full of riches.  Your relationship with  
an advisor should be the same.” 

 

4005 Guadalupe · Austin, TX  78751 
(512) 458-2517 

www.lsggroup.com 

“Smart Decisions About Serious Money” 

A Registered Investment Advisor providing  
Fiduciary level planning, advice & asset management services 

In Hyde Park since 1992 
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HYDE PARK 
Home Owner & Neighborhood REALTOR®

Jeff Baker  512.619.7421
ABOR  |  REALTOR®  |  Former State Licensed Appraiser  

HybridRealtor@Stanberry.com

In partnership with 
solesforsouls, I will be 
donating 200 pairs of shoes 
for those in need with each 
real estate transaction. To 
see how you can get involved 
check out soles4souls.org! 
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Flour Beetles

There are various insects that may invade 
stored products within the home.  This 

will focus on red and confused fl our beetles.  
These beetles are similar in looks and 
biologies.  They are small, reddish-brown to 
brown in color with a somewhat fl attened 
body.  

The beetles are omnivorous and feed on grain 
dust and milled grains, but can also feed on undam-
aged grains.  In homes they may be found in cereals, 
fl our, pasta, dried beans, chocolate, nuts, herbs and 
spices.  With large populations of the insects, they 
may cause a foul taste and odor to infested products 
due to a secretion from their scent glands.

If you are having a problem with these beetles, but 
cannot locate the source in your pantry, it may be that 
they are coming from somewhere else.  Check where 
pet food is stored.  Also look in areas with dried fl ow-
ers or potpourri.  Sometimes people will see these 
beetles during or after they have had a rodent infesta-
tion.  The beetles can come from rodent baits that may 
contain grains or from rodent nests where food was 
stored.
Management tips:

• Inspect all food items and get rid of anything in-
fested. If you do not want to throw away the food, 
you can either put in in the freezer for a week or 
heat in the oven at 200 degrees for 2-3 hours.

• Clean all pantry areas, making sure to get any 
grain dust out of cracks and crevices.  Use a clean-
ing solution after all debris is removed.  Seal any 
cracks where grain dust may accumulate with a 
sealant product.

• Do not buy damaged or expired items from the 
grocery store.

• Use products promptly and if you go away for a 
period of time (a week or more), store items in the 
freezer.

— Wizzie Brown
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512.740.5771  |  SUZEE@THEGILLAGENCY.COM  |  THEGILLAGENCY.COM

Contact Suzee Brooks

THE GILL AGENCYn Yoursel i Hyd Par
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Hyde Park Specialist

Sam Archer
Broker | Realtor®, Juice Homes LLC

512.633.4650
Sam@ArcherAustin.com
www.JuiceHomes.com

and Resident

Sam is a Hyde Park enthusiast and has been living and investing in Hyde 
Park since 1995.
 

Negotiation Expert®

Call Sam if you are considering selling .  It makes a difference 
when your Realtor® knows what is happening in our real estate market.

Helping clients buy and sell in 
Austin with integrity and 

unparalleled representation
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Huff walking to mail a poem
he walks back and forth to the mailbox
to the store to the post offi ce
to the coffee shop
and he gets coffee 
and he smokes and he
writes and he draws
and he doesn’t really know it
or feel it but
he is a sort of saint
or as much of a saint
as i am likely to meet
because he has no pretensions,
and compassion for everyone. . . .
not smarmy syrupy stupid
compassion
he’s not afraid to mention it
if someone is acting like an idiot,
but he doesn’t really blame them,
he just sort of laughs, and
he writes and he draws and people love him
in a million ways
like he has become everyone’s grandfather
like he is an artistic santa claus
and he walks and walks on legs
that look at times 
not so sturdy
like he is maybe being helped
by the angels

— David Jewell

Hyde Park Poets
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175+ Channels

Multi-Room TiVo®

HD Service

Showtime

Starz & Encore

Fastest Internet 

(up to 110Mbps!)

24/7 Award-Winning

Customer Service

And Much More!

W hen we say

WE’RE HERE FOR YOU, WE MEAN IT.

Starting at

/month
$79.99

Services subject to availability. Please contact Grande for details. Offer only applies to new residential customers only. Offer expires December 31, 2012. $79.99/month price is for 12 months and includes 3 Mbps 

Internet service and one Multi-Room TiVo receiver. Bundles with up to 110 Mbps available at higher monthly price. Installation, cable modem, taxes, fees, additional receivers, equipment, additional services or fea-

tures not included. Bundle also available with CableCARD however interactive features such as VOD are not available. Call Grande for price and details. A credit check and/or deposit may be required. Actual Internet 

speeds may vary and are not guaranteed. ot valid with any other offer and may not be transferred or redeemed for cash. All rights reserved. © 2012 Grande Communications Networks, LLC. 

210-320-4600 mygrande.com/getitall  Like us on
Facebook

Follow us on
Twitter



Suzanne Pringle 
REALTOR, Broker 

Cell (512) 217-1047 

pringle@ameliabullock.com 

www.ameliabullock.com 

The Spring selling season is here! Hyde Park homes are selling, prices 
are rising, and inventory is at it’s lowest level in several years.    Take 
advantage of this seller’s market and give me a call today for a       
complimentary market analysis on your home or investment property.  

HYDE PARK HOMES GALLERYHYDE PARK HOMES GALLERYHYDE PARK HOMES GALLERY   

4004 & 4006 AVENUE C 
 

Investment opportunity! Two multi
-family properties to be sold to-
gether as a package. 4004 Avenue 
C is a 4-plex and 4006 Avenue C is 
a 5-plex. Sold “as is”. 

Listed at $750,000 

 

4104 AVENUE G 
 

Adorable one-story cottage shaded 
by tall pecan trees in heart of Hyde 
Park. 2BR, 1.5BA, 1 LIV plus open 
kitchen/dining. Detached workshop/
studio & outdoor living area. 

Listed at $399,000 

2810 NUECES ST. 
 

Ground level condo at The Elms 
Condominiums near U.T. 1BR, 
1BA, open living & dining. Bamboo 
floors, fireplace, all appliances 
convey. 

Listed at $139,900 

 

608 EAST 41st ST. 
 

Charming 1930s home on corner 
lot overlooking Hancock Golf 
Course. Approximately 2,300 SF 
with 4BR, 3BA, 2LIV. Screened 
porch, fenced yard, carport. 

Listed at $525,000 

4518 AVENUE D 
 

Location, location, location! Cute 
1960s cottage ideal for first time 
buyers, UT parents, investors. 2BR, 
1BA, 1LIV, 1DIN. Garage and  RV 
pad. 

List Price $235,000 

4004 AVENUE H 
 

Sold in one day! Beautiful Hyde 
Park bungalow located on one of 
Hyde Park’s prettiest streets. 3BR, 
1.5 BA, one living area plus sun-
room. Detached garage.  

Not in MLS 

5001 AVENUE H 
 

Classic 1931 Hyde Park bungalow 
on corner lot with alley access. 
Long leaf pine floors, rewired and 
replumbed. 2BR, 1BA, 1LIV. De-
tached carport & garage. 

Listed at $339,500 

4912 AVENUE H 
 

Classic Hyde Park bungalow with 
many recent updates. 3BR, 2BA, 
1LIV, 1DIN. Great storage and built
-ins. Large fenced backyard. De-
tached garage and workshop.  

Listed at $379,000 
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