
	 When:	 7:00 p.m.  
		  Monday, October 7, 2013 
	 Where:	 Trinity United Methodist Church 
		  4001 Speedway
Note:	 HPNA general meetings usually 		
take place on the first Monday of each month.

H Y D E       P A R K .

The Hyde Park 
Neighborhood 
Association

October  2013 • National Register District Neighborhood • Vol. 39, No. 10

Pecan
Press
Pecan
Press

October
Meeting

HPNA General Meeting  
Agenda for October 7

	 Announcements
	 Presentation by Willie Cecil 

from Capital Metro to introduce 
transportation plans and solicit input 
from the neighborhood about future 
plans

	 Election of HPNA officers and 
Steering Committee members

See You There!

Continued on page 5Continued on page 4

The parade is always a lively, colorful part of 
the festival

All she wanted to do was reg-
ister her child’s bicycle at the fire 
station. What she received was 
news that ignited a cause wor-
thy of a rallying cry and fight. “It’s 
good,” she was told, “that you 
came today because Fire Station 
#9 is being shut down in the next 
week or two. The East Avenue Fire 
Station is already closed.” 

It was to Dorothy Richter the 
firefighter was speaking. And as 
Hyde Parkers know, Dorothy is 
smart and tenacious, with a strong 
desire to right what she sees as a 
wrong. It was wrong to close Fire 
Station #9. She organized neigh-
bors to take a stand. Picture the 
scene. Children on tricycles and 
push carts. Signs shouting “Coun-
cilman, councilman save our fire 
station!” TV crews. Neighbors 
joining the fight. Dorothy never 
giving up. City meetings. A cause 
requiring the creation of a strong 
partnership between neighbors 
and the fire station to win this fight 
for Hyde Park families and Fire 
Station #9. 

Thirty-nine years later, Fire Sta-
tion #9 not only remains open; its 
firefighters are neighbors. 

Last year over 500 people gath-
ered to celebrate this successful 
partnership of Hyde Park and the 

In Gratitude: The 39th Fire 
Station Festival on October 20

It began with a casual conversation many years ago, the 
impact of which is still felt today and will be for many years 

to come.

fire station. The parade reminds 
us of the first children on tricycles. 
Signs today could be “Save our 
Fire Station. Save our lives.” Sto-
ries abound in Hyde Park about 
the life-saving intervention of the 
firefighters. 

The camaraderie and activities 
at the fire station also commem-
orate the creation of the Hyde 
Park Neighborhood Association 
(HPNA), which was organized to 
serve as an effective advocate for 
the neighborhood. At this festival, 
we honor neighbors for their com-
munity service; and newly-elected 
HPNA leaders officially begin their 
terms of office. The firefighters 

Thank You,  
Mr. President

At the Fire Station Festival, 
there will be a transition 

to a new HPNA leadership 
team. But now is the time to 
acknowledge and celebrate 
the accomplishments of 
outgoing president John 
Williams, as well as those 
of Ashley Schweickart, who 
served as co-president until 
she moved back to Seattle 
in July. What should first 
be acknowledged is the 
hundreds of hours they 
spent in trying to do what 
was best for Hyde Park and 
its residents. They worked 
tirelessly, and with heart.

Some of the specific accom-
plishments of their term in office 
include the installation and ded-
ication of the Huffstickler Green; 
the Egg Scramble in Shipe Park on 
the Saturday of Easter weekend, 
the initiation of which might well 
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From the President’s Desk

Pecan Press
The Pecan Press is published monthly by the Hyde Park 

Neighborhood Association in Austin, Texas.
Note: Each month’s ad and editorial deadline is  

the 15th of month preceding publication.
Editor 

Michael Nill <editorpecanpress@gmail.com>
Poetry Editor 

Charlotte Herzele <herzele@gmail.com>
Photo Editor 
Lizzie Chen

Advisory Board  
Lisa Harris 

Kevin Heyburn 
John Kerr 

Grant Thomas (Editor Emeritus)
Production Manager/Advertising Director 

Robert M. Farr 731-0617 <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>
Mail Ad Payments to:  

Lynne Hohlfeld P.O. Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765
Mail Ad Artwork to: 

Robert M. Farr <bobfarr@austin.rr.com> 
7500 Chelmsford Dr. Austin,TX 78736

Distribution Coordinator 
Rimas Remeza • 4105 Ave. F • 371-3158 

 <rimasx@yahoo.com>
Area Coordinators

N of 45th/W of Duval • Syema Muzaffar 
N of 45th/E of Duval • Jay Gerard & Carrie Laughlin .371-1546 
S of 45th/W of Speedway • volunteer needed 
S of 45th/E of Speedway • Martha Campbell................ 452-2815

Contributors Past and Present
Becker, Deaton Bednar, Steve Bratteng , George Bristol, Sharon 
Brown, Lewis Brownlow, Amon Burton, Martha Campbell, Inga 
Marie Carmel, Josephine Casey, Kitty Clark, Betsy Clubine, Elsy 
Cogswell, Carol Cohen Burton, William Cook, Susan Crites Krumm, 
Celeste Cromack, Herb Dickson, Avis Davis, Pam Dozler, Cathy 
Echols, Mark Fishman, Merle Franke, Larry Freilich, Eugene 
George, Mary Carolyn George, Barbara Gibson, Larry Gilg, Susan 
Gilg, Ann S. Graham, Carolyn E. Grimes, Lisa Harris, Anne Hebert, 
Ben Heimsath, Albert Huffstickler, Cynthia Janis, Paul Kamprath, 
John Kerr, Susan Kerr, Susan Kirk, Karen McGraw, Sharon Majors, 
Libby Malone, Alan Marburger, Peter Maxson, Elaine Meenehan, 
Fred Meredith, Susan Moffat, John Paul Moore, Jack Nokes, Jill 
Nokes, Wanda Penn, Dorothy Richter, Walter Richter, Kristen De 
La Rosa, Steve Sadowsky, Mark Sainsbury, Jessica Salinas, Mary 
Lou Serafine, Cathy Short, Sarah Sitton, Thad Sitton, Clay Smith, 
Niyianta Spelman, Julie Strong, Grant Thomas, Debbie Trammell, 
Rollo Treadway, Lao Tzu, Jennifer Vickers, Katie Vignery, Sandra 
Villalaz-Dickson, Lorre Weidlich, Adam Wilson, Hanna Wiseman 
Jacobs, Hermelinda Zamarripa..

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association
P. O. Box 49427 • Austin, TX 78765
http://www.austinhydepark.org

— HPNA Officers/Steering Committee —
President 
• John Williams .................................... <jawilli@grandecom.net>
Co-Vice Presidents 
• Mark Fishman ...................................<mlfishman@gmail.com> 
• Kathy Lawrence (Acting)
Co-Secretaries • Claire de Young • Mike Pikulsi
Co-Treasurers • PO Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765 
• I.J. Aarons .....................................................<ijaarons@aol.com>  
• Lynne Hohlfeld .............................<lhohlfeldcpa@yahoo.com>
Additional Steering Committee Members:  
• Dorothy Richter • Lorre Weidlich • Eric Stumberg  
• Kevin Heyburn • Kathy Lawrence • Paul Kamprath  
• Annette Lucksinger • Lisa Harris
HPNA Committee/Task Forces (w/chairs) 
AISD • Annette Lucksinger 
Alley Coordinator • Carol Burton, <sky2wash@austin.rr.com>
Austin Neighborhoods Council Rep. • Ellen Williams,  
<anc_rep@yahoo.com> 
Beautification • Robin Burch <robinburch@gmail.com> 
(903) 780-5275 
Children’s Programs • Elise Krentzel 
Church/Neighborhood Liaison • Niyata Spelman, 3802 Ave. F. 
459-8349 
Communications/Web • Robin Silberling, <rsilberling@gmail. com> 
452-1783
Crime & Safety • Carol Welder
Development Review • David Conner <daypaycon@yahoo.com>
Finance • David Conner <daypaycon@yahoo.com>
Graffiti Patrol • Lisa Harris <ljharrisus@yahoo.com> 
420-0652 
Homes Tour • Carolyn Grimes <cgrimes@cbunited.com>
Membership • Sharon Brown <donsharon4213@sbcglobal.net>  
	 • Karen Saadeh <kdmatthis@gmail.com>
Neighborhood Outreach • Larry Gilg <lgilg@grandecom.net>
Neighborhood Planning • Karen McGraw, 4315 Ave. C 459-2261
Local Historic District • inactive
Parks & Public Space • Mark Fishman, <mlfishman@gmail.com> 
656-5505
Social • Deaton Bednar, <deatonbednar@grandecom.net>
Transportation •......................................VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Tree Preservation • ................................VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Triangle Development • Cathy Echols, 4002 Ave. C 206-0729
Zoning • Dorothy Richter, 3901 Ave. G 452-5117

In the remainder of this, my 
last letter, I’d like to focus on the 
future, sharing with you significant 
issues I think will most likely need 
to be addressed by our community, 
if not next year, at least during the 
next several. I summarize them in 
bulleted form:

Development (which of course 
will always be an issue to be dealt 
with)

•	Currently, the northern sec-
tion of the neighborhood is the 
most targeted area for develop-
ment. It is the opinion of many 
neighbors that these dorm du-
plexes are not good for our 
neighborhood, and keeping 
properties as true single-fami-
ly residences is far preferable. 
How do we address this in the 
future? Do we attempt to turn 
several sections of north Hyde 
Park into a Local Historic Dis-
trict to prevent the demolition 
of single family residences? Do 
we work with City Council to 
try to prevent more of these 
dorm duplexes? Do we work 
with other neighborhoods 
to try to prevent this type of 
development through orga-
nizations such as the Austin 
Neighborhood Council (ANC), 
or do we try to go it alone 
without working with other 
central Austin neighborhoods?

•	It seems likely that the Aus-
tin State Hospital grounds will 
eventually be sold to develop-
ers. How will HPNA respond 
to increased development on 
that land? Will we support a 
large amount of infill, or will 
we fight any significant chang-
es to that property? 

•	What is the continuing balance 
needed between preservation 
and new development?

•	This is just the tip of the ice-
berg for development issues in 
Hyde Park, and more will con-
tinually come up. These issues 
are quite complex and HPNA 

Now that my term as president is coming to an end, I want to share some of my thoughts 
about upcoming issues that face HPNA, as well as the neighborhood in general. First off, 

however, I need to thank Ashley Schweickart for all that she did for our neighborhood and for 
helping me tremendously as my co-president for the majority of our term before she moved 
this summer. Ashley was a huge asset to the neighborhood and served in her volunteer roles 
over the years quite effectively and with much dedication, and it was my pleasure to have 
served with her this past year. I’d also like to thank specifically Lisa Harris, our most recent 
past president, who helped us greatly during our term. In reality, I have so many people to 
thank that I couldn’t possibly list them all in this letter.
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Send in your articles, letters, and photos (but not your 
poetry*) by the 15th of each month to:

	 Editor, Pecan Press
	 <editorpecanpress@gmail.com>

*Send your poems to: 
	 Charlotte Herzele
	 <herzele@gmail.com>

We Welcome Your Submissions to Pecan Press

Note: The Pecan Press will not publish unsigned/unattributed poetry. All poems (even if written 
under a pen name) must carry a name and address or phone number for identification and 
verification purposes.

HPNA Membership Info

All memberships expire on September 30th 
of each year. 

�
Membership in HPNA is open to all 
residents aged 18 years or older who reside 
within the boundaries of Hyde Park or 
within 300 feet of the designated 
boundaries.  

�
New members, and members who lapse in 
dues for over six months, are eligible to 
vote at HPNA meetings 30 days after 
receipt of dues.

 

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association Enrollment         2013-14 Membership

Name  ______________________________________________ Phone ___________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________                                                                                

   I wish to be notified via email of HPNA meetings and events.   

Email ____________________________________________________

Dues (per person) 

  Standard - $5/year/person       Senior Citizen- $1/year/person

  New Member       Renewing Member

Payment:    Check        Cash  Date  _______________

               Amount Paid $_______________

Bring to an HPNA 
meeting, or send to: 

HPNA Membership
P.O. Box 49427
Austin, Texas  78765

Make checks payable to HPNA.   

—	 John Williams 
HPNA President

will need to facilitate neigh-
borhood conversations in a 
productive way, with an at-
tempt to include many voices 
and diverse opinions.

Membership and participation in 
HPNA

•	The goal of our term was to 
increase membership and par-
ticipation in HPNA, which we 
have found to be more difficult 
than we originally thought. 
There is some good progress to 
report like the formation of the 
Neighborhood Outreach Com-
mittee, their survey, and a great 
new slate of Steering Commit-
tee members and officers, with 
many new faces, which should 
help increase participation. 
However, there is still consid-
erable work left to be done. My 
vision is that there will be 40-50 
people regularly in attendance 
at HPNA general meetings 
and that when important top-
ics arise, we have substantial 
participation from neighbors 
in presenting diverse points 
of view, which is part of a suc-
cessful democratic process.

Other issues
•	What is the ongoing relation-

ship between HPNA and the 
Hyde Park Contact Team? 
Which issues should be ad-
dressed by the Contact Team, 
and not HPNA, and vice ver-
sa? Which issues should they 
both discuss and address?

•	The possible development of 
the commercial district at 43rd 
and Duval will need signifi-
cant input from the Hyde Park 
neighborhood and some from 
the Hancock Neighborhood 
Association.

•	Shipe Pool looks like it will be 
discussed by the City Parks 
Dept. for possible closure; op-
position may be needed to 
keep the neighborhood pool 
open.

•	Capital Metro will likely at-
tempt to expand its footprint in 
or around Hyde Park, and our 
input will be important in this 
process.

These are just some of the is-
sues that I believe are upcoming 
for our neighborhood. Challeng-
es are ahead, but I’m confident that 
we will have a great leadership 
team in place to meet them and 
shape the future of Hyde Park. 

It has been my pleasure to 
serve as your president.

39th Annual Fire 
Station Festival 

& Parade
Sunday, October 20
Shipe Park at 3:30
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become an annual community tradition; successful 
transition of the Homes Tour from a June to Novem-
ber date and from two days to one; first-time ever 
expansion of the It’s My Park Day to include the Ney 
grounds as well as Shipe Park; ongoing work with 
City Council and the leadership teams of surrounding 
neighborhoods regarding the dorm duplex issue; Lo-
cal Historic District sign toppers; online registration 
for new memberships and renewals; and recruitment 
of a new Pecan Press editor. 

Perhaps the most notable accomplishments lie in 
the realm of outreach. From the beginning, Ashley 
and John supported the creation of the Neighborhood 
Outreach Committee and its efforts to make HPNA a 
more inclusive organization. Indeed, one or the other 
of them attended virtually every one of its meetings. 
They supported the committee’s work of institut-
ing welcome packets for new residents and preparing 
a survey of residents. When a significant number of 
survey responses indicated discomfort with various 
aspects of HPNA, John and Ashley began the work of 
creating a more inclusive tone and broadening com-
munity involvement in HPNA. These will obviously 
need to be ongoing goals, but a mark of significant 
progress was quite visible at the September general 
meeting when the Nominating Committee (of which 
John is a member) spoke of the inspiring values be-
hind the selection of the nominees for next year’s 
HPNA leadership team, many of whom are new and 
reside north of 45th Street. (For more details on this, 
see “Selecting Nominees,” page 12).

If, as this editor believes, the major overall crite-
rion for judging the success of a leader is leaving an 
organization better than he or she found it, this criteri-
on has, indeed, been amply filled. And so, once again, 
thank you, Mr. President. 

Thank You, Mr. President... 
		   		  …cont’d from page 1

$80 for the  rst hour, per house call;
$20 for every 15 minutes thereafter.

By appointment only.
Available evenings & weekends.
Serving Hyde Park & central Austin.

512.377.6583 or info@512drsolve.com

personal, family & business
technology planning,
consulting & training

upgrades, reets,
migrations & repairs

windows & macOS

custom domains & hostingcustom domains & hosting

backups, virus, spyware & 
malware protection

media, network, wiring,
wii & device integration

discreet & conndential

Dr Solve
I make house calls.

Technology problems solved.



Pecan Press — October 2013 — Page 5 

39th Annual Fire Station Festival					    		
										             …cont’d from page 1
welcome us to their station, and children climb on the 
big red shiny fire truck. In short, the festival provides 
an opportunity to express gratitude for Hyde Park, 
for its history and for what it has become. 

And so once again, this year on Sunday, October 
20, neighbors and visitors will gather at Shipe Park 
at 3:30 in preparation for the parade. Festivities at the 
fire station will begin at 4:30 and end by 6:00. 

This year’s Fire Station Festival is shaping up to 
be the one of the best ever. The Festival Committee 
is planning enhanced and new activities for adults, 
teens, pre-teens and children. This is a festival for all 
ages. Among the new activities in discussion are more 
activities involving fire station personnel. You want to 
know the specifics? Ah, yes, but you will have to wait 
until festival day when you can experience them for 
yourselves. 

After gathering in Shipe Park at 3:30, parade par-
ticipants will be ready to march to the fire station at 
4:00. They will be led by the local fire truck and the 
HPNA banner. Wear your Halloween costume. Dec-
orate your bikes, strollers, wagons, pets, vehicles, 
movable objects and yourselves. Prizes will be award-
ed in these costume categories: scariest, funniest, most 
creative, best pet, best family, and special mention cat-
egories like best wheels. 

You’re not in the parade? Line the avenues to 
cheer it on. The parade route from Shipe Park is south 
on Avenue G, west on 41st, north on Avenue F and 
west on 43rd to the station. To see this parade invokes 
memories of your childhood when you experienced 
heart-swelling pride for your neighborhood, city, or 
country. 

Refreshments, music, activities for all ages await 
you at the fire station. Sponsorship by HPNA and 
Grande Communications, along with the follow-
ing businesses, make the festival possible: Carolyn 
Grimes of Coldwell Bankers, Dolce Vita, Fresh Plus, 
Hyde Park Bar and Grill, Montessori Center, Quacks, 
Skylark Lounge, Toy Joy, Trinity United Methodist 
Church, Walgreens and Wheatsville Food Co-op.

It is often said that the Fire Station Festival is the 
community-building event of the year in Hyde Park. 
Rain or shine, be a part of that community and cel-
ebrate with us on Sunday Oct. 20. Your presence is 
what makes the festival so enjoyable and memora-
ble. Invite your friends to join you in the parade. Be a 
spectator to cheer on parade participants. And don’t 
forget your $5 to join or renew your membership in 
the neighborhood association, as well as your dona-
tions of gently used books for K-6 children at BeHive 
Austin. 

For more information on the story of saving the 
Fire Station and the 39th Festival, visit <www.austin-
hydepark.org/events/fsfestival/>. See you there.

—	 Deaton Bednar, 
Chair, Fire Station Festival Committee

The fire truck never fails to fascinate.
Children, and even adults, love to come in costume.
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 Orthodontics for Adults and Children
 Stanton J. Henry DDS MDS

 Dustin Roden-Johnson DDS MS
 Amber C. Burgess DMD MS

      1500 W. 38th Street Ste. 27              10510 W. Parmer Lane Ste. 112
Austin, Texas 78731                              Austin, Texas 78717

512-716-0307

Touring Hyde Park:  
Part Two
In anticipation of this year’s Homes Tour 

on November 10, I shared in last month’s 
Pecan Press a love letter to Hyde Park. 
It was, however, quite a different place 
when I moved to Austin in the summer of 
1977. Then the neighborhood was sad and 
unfashionable; it was in decline. Students 
loved the huge, cheap Victorian homes 
that they could share with a dozen of their 
friends. Other old homes were abandoned 
or destroyed to make way for apartment 
buildings, commercial uses, and parking lots. 
But not all.

I wish I could say I was one of the urban pioneers 
who saw the potential for Hyde Park back then, but 
I cannot. I did, however, have a similar experience 
in Brooklyn in 1980. I could only afford to rent in a 
“changing neighborhood” where friends took the risk 
of purchasing dilapidated brownstones. We all expe-
rienced teasing when we told people where we lived. 
We knew, though, that we had found the best dia-
monds in the rough, with the most wonderful details 
covered in decades of awful paint. 

It was in 1977 that a group of Hyde Park neighbors 
created the Historic Homes Rediscovery Tour. It was 
a walking tour established specifically to explain the 
architectural features of older homes, to show how his-
toric properties could be restored and revived, and to 
encourage others to do the same. Thanks to those tours 
through the streets of Hyde Park and the efforts of 
many neighbors, more and more people were convert-
ed and hundreds of homes were transformed. 

Today, we don’t need to convince people to move 
into Hyde Park, but we still share our love of histor-
ic houses and our neighborhood. Six homes and their 
gardens will be featured in the 37th Historic Hyde 
Park Homes Tour on Sunday November 10. They in-
clude the landmark Oliphant House at 3900 Avenue 
C, the fabulous and green home at 4105 Avenue D, the 
transformed former B&B at 4311 Avenue F, the beauti-
ful bungalow at 4010 Avenue G, the Tudor revival with 
a new garden at 3808 Avenue H, and the updated clas-
sic craftsman at 4004 Avenue H. 

As in the first tour, neighbors educate guests about 
the architectural details and history, and docents re-
ceive FREE admission to view all of the tour homes. 
We can still use your help. To volunteer, contact Homes 
Tour Volunteer Coordinator John Williams at <jaw-
illi@grandecom.net>, 512-350-1094, or contact me at 
<cgrimes@cbunited.com>, 512-426-3559 (cell/text).

—	 Carolyn Grimes 
Chair, 2013 Hyde Park Homes Tour
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Under Cover       Upholstery   

Covering for you since 1994

P. 512.371.7815    F. 512.371.8770

3301 Hancock Dr.  Suite 4   Austin, TX 78731

info@undercoveraustin.com

Mention this ad for 10% off your next job!

Around & About the Avenues
Donate Children’s Books: As part of the Fire Station Festival 
this year, Hyde Park is again supporting The BeHive, <www.
behiveaustin.org>. At three locations in Austin, this organiza-
tion offers low-income children free summer and afterschool 
programs that provide a safe haven and academic support 
and encourage good citizenship. Gently used K – 6 books are 
needed. You may bring them to Fresh Plus at 43rd and Duval 
from September 4 to the day of the festival on October 20. 
On the day of the festival, you can give them to the volunteer 
at the red wagon in Shipe Park during preparations for the 
parade (3:30 – 4:00), or drop them off at the fire station and 
look for the donation box there (4:30 – 6:00). If you have 
questions, please contact Anne-Marie Greiger at <anne_ma-
rie@grandecom.net>.

j W a

The Hyde Park Contact Team: Its quarterly meeting will be 
held on Monday, October 28, at the Trinity United Meth-
odist Church, 4001 Speedway, 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. Residents, 
property owners and business owners in Hyde Park are invited 
and encouraged to participate. Agendas and reminders are 
posted on the Hyde Park listserv. The HPCT is charged with 
the implementation of and any changes to the city-adopted 
Hyde Park Neighborhood Plan.

L W R

Healthy Debate: In the July issue, in a farewell interview 
with the departing co-president, Ashley Schweickart noted in 
response to one of the questions that, given Austin’s growth, 
Hyde Park cannot just continue to reject growth, but must 
come up with a plan pinpointing where growth makes the 
most sense. In the August issue, Larry Gilg followed up in 
a similar vein with a provocative piece on rethinking de-
velopment in Hyde Park. In this issue, Karen McGraw, a 
knowledgeable and prominent participant in Hyde Park plan-
ning efforts over the years, argues to the contrary that current 
plan documents and guidelines do provide an adequate and 
balanced approach to infill and density. (See “Striking a 
Balance,” page 14.) Thoughtful, respectful debate on such im-
portant issues is entirely appropriate for the pages of the Pecan 
Press. It is hoped that more perspectives will be forthcoming, 
but also that the discussion will move beyond these pages to 
more formal discussions among neighbors at HPNA-spon-
sored meetings. If any readers, like this editor, find zoning and 
density matters puzzling and difficult to evaluate, such open 
discussions on these and other challenging issues could be a 
way to broaden understanding and thus enable more neigh-
bors to reach reasoned solutions and decisions.

a j J
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www.GWYNDOWS.com
 444-1954

Women Owned and Operated

Commercial and Residential

Great Quality and Affordable

Excellent Customer Service

ECO-friendly And Fully Insured

CALL US FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE !

Fall Classes in Our Backyard: Trinity United Methodist 
Church (4001 Speedway), has scheduled three classes for 
adults at 7:00 p.m. in their Wednesday night “Wellsprings of 
Wisdom” series, beginning October 16 and ending November 
13. First, “The Gospel According to Starbucks: Living with 
a Grande Passion”—a class about coffee, chat, and spiritual-
ity. Second, “Uppity Women of the Bible,” which will focus 
on Ruth. And third, the Austin Classical Guitar Society will 
hold their second session of classes designed to introduce 
participants to the world of classical guitar while preparing 
them specifically to enjoy major international touring artists 
coming to Austin for the Austin Classical Guitar International 
Concert series. All neighbors are welcome. More information 
and online registration are available at <www.tumc.org/no-ex-
ceptions/wellsprings-of-wisdom>.

0 j E
Welcome Aboard: As previously announced, with this issue, 
Lizzie Chen assumes her duties as the first ever photo editor 
of the Pecan Press. She will select, edit, and at times take pho-
tos for this publication. She will be taking pictures at the Fire 
Station Festival on Sunday October 20. If you see her there, 
please give her a warm greeting! 

C G L
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Hyde Park has a fascinating history
Austin’s Hyde Park... the first 50 years 1891-1941 

by Sarah Sitton and Thad Sitton

Pick up a copy at the Avenue B Grocery

HPNA Meeting Minutes: 
September 9, 2013

The September meeting of the Hyde Park 
Neighborhood Association (HPNA) was 

called to order at 7:02 p.m. by John Williams, 
president.

Austin Police Officer Josh Matteauer made his 
presentation first. As the police representative for 
Hyde Park and the surrounding area between 38th 
Street and Koenig Lane, from MoPac to I-35, Officer 
Matteauer is able to provide information and statis-
tics, as well as act on regular calls as a patrolman. He 
reported that from July to August, property crime de-
creased in Hyde Park and adjacent areas, with fewer 
bicycle thefts and burglaries of vehicles and residenc-
es. Officer Matteauer encouraged residents to go by 
the motto, “Take, Hide and Lock,” every day at home 
and on the road. He reads the emails individuals 
send. Although he cannot monitor yahoo group mes-
sages, individuals could alert him by direct email if 
something pertinent is being said on a neighborhood 
listserv. His email address is <joshua.matteauer@aus-
tintexas.gov>; his office phone is 512-974-8124.

Carol Welder, chair of HPNA Crime and Safe-
ty, reminded the meeting that the law enforcement 
crime awareness and prevention program, National 
Night Out (NNO), will be held October 1. Any NNO 
block or group can complete application at the city 
website <www.austintexas.gov/department/nation-
al-night-out>, or by calling 512-974-4900, by Sept. 13 
to be on a list for a visit from public services such as 
police, fire, EMS and Code Enforcement. Registra-
tion is important for the full count of participation at 
both city and state levels. Hyde Park groups can have 
get-togethers, with HPNA providing funds for the 
purchase of ice cream. Further details can be found in 
the September issue of the Pecan Press.

The next order of business was a vote on the pro-
posed changes to language in the Development 
Review Committee portion of the HPNA bylaws. The 
additional wording was printed in the August issue of 
the Pecan Press. A motion was made and seconded to 
adopt the language. During the discussion an amend-
ment was offered, adjusting the sequence of meetings 
to ensure that a hearing of a notice for variance would 
first occur in the Design and Review Committee and 
then in the Steering Committee, and lastly at a gen-
eral HPNA meeting. This amendment was accepted. 
However, a further amendment requesting that the 
Steering Committee use the Board of Adjustment cri-
teria did not pass. The changes to the bylaws were 
overwhelmingly approved by voting members. 

Finally, the Nominating Committee presented a 
slate of officers for the coming year. Adam Wilson  

Continued on page 18
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Your Neighborhood Specialist
When it’s time to choose a Realtor, choose a 
true neighborhood expert. I provide exemplary 
customer service along with innovative, 
peerless marketing strategies, and accurate, 
in-depth knowledge of our neighborhood and 
its unique homes. 
 
Whether you are buying, selling, or investing, 
contact me today for a complimentary 
consultation. 

 

I live here, I work here. 

www.tammyyoung.com

TAMMY YOUNG 
Broker Associate, GRI 
512.695.6940 
tammy@realtyaustin.com
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Selecting Nominees for a 
New HPNA Leadership Team

Transparency, democracy, and good governance. An ethic 
of disagreeing respectfully, a willingness to compro-

mise and a desire to seek consensus. Being welcoming to 
and inclusive of all people in our neighborhood. These are 
the values that guided the efforts of the Nominating 
Committee to build a slate of nominees for the com-
ing year’s HPNA leadership team. 

The 2013 Nominating Committee is thus proud to 
submit the following slate of nominees:

Co-Presidents: Kevin Heyburn and Lorre Weidlich
Co-Vice Presidents: Kathy Lawrence and Mark 

Fishman
Co-Secretaries: Adrian Skinner and Artie Gold
Co-Treasurers: I.J. Aarons and Steve Baker
At-Large Members of the Steering Committee: 

Betsy Clubine, Ellie Hanlon, Heidi Bojes, Jessica 
Charbeneau, and Pam Whittington
We are also thrilled to have Dorothy Richter 

(member for life), Eric Stumberg (middle of existing 
term), and John Williams (past president seat) return-
ing to the Steering Committee!

This is a group of people who are passion-
ate about building community in Hyde Park and 
skilled in leadership, governance, and collabora-
tion. It includes people who will bring new energy 
and perspectives to the association, but it also has 
the strength and leadership of people with decades 
of experience in HPNA governance. (Specifically, the 
group includes eight people who are new to HPNA 
leadership along with eight returning members.) And 
the slate increases representation from north of 45th 
Street—it has six people who live in this northern sec-
tion of Hyde Park, where development is becoming 
more of an issue. 

One of the primary reasons Hyde Park is such a 
wonderful place to live is that it has so many people 
who are engaged in the work of sustaining the char-
acter of the neighborhood and building a strong sense 
of community here. We are excited about the leader-
ship potential and experience of the group we have 
selected, and we believe it is well suited to lead the 
neighborhood in the coming year. 

We have deep gratitude for these nominees for 
their generosity and dedication on behalf of the 
neighborhood. And all our neighbors, we thank 
them for their thoughtful consideration of our slate 
of nominees for officers and members of the Steering 
Committee. Please plan to attend the October general 
meeting to vote on these nominations.

—	 Adam Wilson, John Williams, and Kathy Lawrence 
The 2013 HPNA Nominating Committee
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ARBORTECH 
 

Member of and Certified by The International  
Society of Arboriculture 

 
Stan Noblett, B. S. Molecular Biology 

 

940-0705 
Residential-Commercial 

 

· Sick Tree Diagnosis                           · Pruning   
· Storm Damage                                   · Removal 
· Ball Moss                         · Cabling & Bracing 
· Lot Clearing                             · Roof Clearing 
· Appraisal                       · Native Tree Experts 

Complete Tree Service 

www.arbortech.org 
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DEEP PAN - THIN CRUST - SALADS - WINGS - LOCAL - BEER - VEGAN

(512)

478-5712

HYDE PARK NEIGHBORS
Exclusive offer for our

FREE SALAD!
with purchase of

ANY LARGE PIZZA
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ua
da

lu
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e

603 W 29th

since 1976! CENTRAL

handi-man services in hyde park
head, hands, and heart

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! stan 3506419
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! references provided

handi-man services in hyde park
head, hands, and heart

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! stan 3506419
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! references provided

Striking a Balance: Hyde 
Park Plans Get It Right

In its July issue, The Pecan Press published 
a piece by Larry Gilg in which he advised 

neighbors to “pull our heads out of the 
sand and begin to discuss how we can 
accommodate a higher density of population 
in Hyde Park while maintaining the 
quality of life that is supported by the built 
environment.” 

In fact, Hyde Parkers did just that when hundreds 
of us put tremendous efforts into the City of Austin 
Hyde Park Neighborhood Plan (adopted 2000), the 
Neighborhood Conservation Combining Districts (ad-
opted 2002 and 2005, respectively) and the Hyde Park 
Historic District (adopted 2010). These documents 
carefully incorporate preservation and conservation, 
while allowing for substantial new development as 
well. 

Contrary to Mr. Gilg’s assertion that these plans 
“[make] no provision for infill or new development” 
and represent a “no-growth” or “anti-growth” strate-
gy, the current plans provide many opportunities for 
greater density and infill. In fact, Hyde Park is already 
more dense than the new, mixed-use Mueller devel-
opment; and our current plans allow for hundreds of 
additional units that have yet to be built.

Like many of us who have lived here since the 
1970s, Mr. Gilg witnessed the onslaught of demoli-
tions, inappropriate development and loss of housing 
stock to parking lots that originally spurred Hyde 
Park residents to work to preserve the beauty and 
livability of this wonderful place. In fact, he spear-
headed the first neighborhood planning effort for 
Hyde Park in 1985, and was present during the sub-
sequent planning effort from 1990-2005 that resulted 
in the adopted Neighborhood Plan and its subsequent 
implementation via the Neighborhood Conservation 
Combining Districts (NCCDs). 

In the course of the thousands of volunteer hours 
that went into the neighborhood planning effort, there 
were many discussions about how to allow appro-
priate new development while respecting the historic 
buildings and character of the neighborhood. As a re-
sult, zoning was crafted for new development and 
infill in a number of places. The NCCDs specifical-
ly allow for new density on Avenue A north of 45th, 
along West 38th, on Guadalupe where mixed-use de-
velopment is allowed, on the post office site, on the 
5-acre tract at 45th and Duval (Oak Park Apartments) 
and in other locations. 

It’s important to understand that the City of 
Austin defines neighborhood planning as an “infill 

Continued on page 16
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Hyde Park Specialist

Sam Archer
Broker | Realtor®, Juice Homes LLC

512.633.4650
Sam@ArcherAustin.com
www.JuiceHomes.com

and Resident

Sam is a Hyde Park enthusiast and has been living and investing in Hyde 
Park since 1995.
 
Sam is a graduate of Harvard and the LBJ School and is a Certified         
Negotiation Expert®

Call Sam if you are considering selling soon.  It makes a difference 
when your Realtor® knows what is happening in our real estate market.

Helping clients buy and sell in 
Austin with integrity and 

unparalleled representation

NOW THATS SOMETHING TO DRINK TO!
40 wines under $40

HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS
$2 off all appetizers and pizzas

25% off all bottles of wine
$1 off all draught beers

$2 off all vermouth cocktails

•  v i n o  •  p i z z a  •  p a s t a  •  p a n i n i  •  a n t i p a s t i  •  b i r r a  •  e s p r e s s o  •  d o l c e  •  

4800 Burnet Road
512.458.1100 

GustoItalianKitchen.com

LUNCH
mon-fri 11-4

HAPPY HOUR
daily 4-7

DINNER
sun-thur 4-10
ffri-sat 4-10:30

BRUNCH
sun 10-3
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









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


A vibrant and engaged high school community

Cultivating individual potential
and intellectual curiosity

www.gri�nschool.org

program” and nothing else—no protection, preser-
vation or conservation—just infill. To balance the 
goals of densification and preservation, Hyde Park 
did much of its own work on these plans, in concert 
with city staff, and raised funds to pay experts for the 
NCCD kickoff and to help survey, research and draft 
the Historic District. 

Though the city’s infill tools are not technically 
part of our NCCD, I believe our plans achieve simi-
lar goals, albeit with more care. For example, Hyde 
Park has specifically retained a great deal of commer-
cial zoning because neighbors like being able to walk 
to local businesses. We purposely did not switch our 
commercial zoning to mixed use (MU) as the city rec-
ommended because, contrary to popular belief, MU 
zoning does not preserve or require any ground floor 
commercial use, including retail, restaurants or other 
businesses. In fact, under MU zoning, apartments could 
potentially replace all our existing Hyde Park businesses. 

Similarly, when we began the neighborhood plan-
ning process, we knew from our survey that at least 
100 single-family lots south of 45th were already eli-
gible for a second dwelling unit. While the city’s infill 
tool would have allowed a second unit on every lot, 
even very undersized ones, we purposely maintained 
the minimum lot size for second dwellings in order 
to limit excessive cars and traffic, preserve trees and 
be respectful of neighboring properties. (To see what 
infill looks like without these protections, go to the 
Northfield neighborhood north of 51st Street. It has 
experienced many teardowns, huge two-family de-
velopments, and an exodus of families now replaced 
with a very transient population. Last year, Northfield 
residents belatedly made revisions to their own plan 
to try to save what is left of their neighborhood.) 

While the interior of Hyde Park has no large tracts 
of vacant land for massive new developments, neigh-
borhood leaders have consistently supported large 
infill projects nearby, including the Triangle Apart-
ments, the Gables at Central Market, Waller Creekside 
and others. (The original Triangle plan was for a 
strip mall with no residential units at all until Hyde 
Park and other nearby neighborhoods insisted on in-
corporating multi-family housing.) Similarly, our 
Guadalupe Corridor plan allows heights of 50 feet 
or greater south of 40th Street, which can accommo-
date many additional apartment units. There are also 
many nearby tracts on North Lamar and Burnet Road 
that are sufficiently deep to allow both for dense de-
velopment and appropriate transitioning to adjacent 
neighborhoods.

Even in regard to smaller lots, there are few, if any, 
vacant tracts in Hyde Park unless an older home is to 
be demolished. How many more teardowns would 

Striking a Balance... 
		   		  …cont’d from page 14

Continued on page 18
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175+ Channels

Multi-Room TiVo®

HD Service

Showtime

Starz & Encore

Fastest Internet 
(up to 110Mbps!)

24/7 Award-Winning
Customer Service

And Much More!

W hen we say

WE’RE HERE FOR YOU, WE MEAN IT.

Starting at

/month
$79.99

Services subject to availability. Please contact Grande for details. Offer only applies to new residential customers only. Offer expires December 31, 2012. $79.99/month price is for 12 months and includes 3 Mbps 
Internet service and one Multi-Room TiVo receiver. Bundles with up to 110 Mbps available at higher monthly price. Installation, cable modem, taxes, fees, additional receivers, equipment, additional services or fea-
tures not included. Bundle also available with CableCARD however interactive features such as VOD are not available. Call Grande for price and details. A credit check and/or deposit may be required. Actual Internet 
speeds may vary and are not guaranteed. ot valid with any other offer and may not be transferred or redeemed for cash. All rights reserved. © 2012 Grande Communications Networks, LLC. 

210-320-4600 • mygrande.com/getitall  Like us on
Facebook

Follow us on
Twitter

Ask yourself…
Do you insist on being informed of your choices relative to your dental health?
Would you enjoy being involved in a co-discovery of your dental wants and needs?
Do you value being seen as a whole person by your dentist, not just a set of teeth and gums?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, we believe 
you would enjoy being a part of our dental family.

The mission of our dental team is to help people:
    • achieve the highest level of well-being personally appropriate for them.
    • continually strive for excellence in our personal and professional service.

                   Please call us at:   512-452-8262
    Busch, Hutchison, and Carlyon DDS
    8118 Shoal Creek
    Austin Texas 78757
              Proudly serving the Austin area since 1977
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Hyde Park 
Home Owner & Neighborhood RealtOR®

Jeff Baker  512.619.7421
ABOR  |  REALTOR®  |  Former State Licensed Appraiser  

HybridRealtor@Stanberry.com

In partnership with 
solesforsouls, I will be 
donating 200 pairs of shoes 
for those in need with each 
real estate transaction. To 
see how you can get involved 
check out soles4souls.org! 
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introduced nominees who gave brief bios. The elec-
tion will be held at the general meeting in October. 
(See page 12 for a list of nominees.) 

Announcements were made. New members were 
recognized and welcomed. Membership applications 
will be accepted at the Fire Station Festival on October 
20. The membership committee is asking assistance 
from volunteers during that event. Also, the PayPal 
system is being repaired to facilitate memberships 
made over the internet. Mark Fishman is taking email 
requests for the Local Historic District street sign top-
pers, available for any Hyde Park intersection. Also, 
neighbors are asked to send notes of thanks to council 
members for their attention to the parks section of the 
recently adopted City of Austin budget. Doris Cow-
ard, a voter registrar, encouraged everyone to make 
sure their voter cards have a current and correct ad-
dress. Neighbors can assist with registration of the 
whole neighborhood for upcoming elections by com-
pleting the deputy registrar hour-long course at the 
Travis County Tax Office (5501 Airport Blvd.). Details 
can be found at www.co.travis.texas.us/tax_assessor 
under the voter registration section.

There was no further business, and the meeting 
was adjourned at 7:57 p.m. 

—	 Mike Pikulski and Clare deYoung 
HPNA Co-Secretaries

September Meeting Minutes... 
		   		  …cont’d from page 10

it take before our historic neighborhood is no more? 
Even a modest bungalow in Hyde Park can carry a 
great value. Not everyone needs a large home to live a 
good life.   

Rethinking neighborhood planning certainly has 
merit, but focusing solely on increased infill is short-
sighted at best. I believe our community interests can 
be better balanced without bowing to density simply 
for density’s sake.

Our neighborhood is valuable, livable and already 
over-taxed. Even if we cover every square inch with 
towering apartment buildings, this will not reduce 
our taxes, enlarge Shipe Park, or bring us any more 
benefits than we already enjoy. 

Austin has much land for infill, but once the beau-
tiful central city neighborhoods are gone, they cannot 
be replaced. Like many Hyde Park residents, I be-
lieve in the value of our neighborhood. Our current 
plans strike a healthy balance, allowing for sensible 
substantial growth while preserving what we all love 
about this place we call home.

—	 Karen McGraw AIA 
Chairman, Hyde Park Neighborhood 
Plan Contact Team

Striking a Balance... 
		   		  …cont’d from page 16
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Lucien, Stirling and Gray  
Advisory Group, Inc. 

How do you define “wealth”? 
 

Hint:  It’s more than money 
 

Exploring this question and crafting  
thoughtful long-term plans  

are how we deliver  
wealth management services  

in a meaningful, personal way. 
 

Please give us a call. 
 

“Life is full of riches.  Your relationship with  
an advisor should be the same.” 

 

4005 Guadalupe · Austin, TX  78751 
(512) 458-2517 

www.lsggroup.com 

“Smart Decisions About Serious Money” 

A Registered Investment Advisor providing  
Fiduciary level planning, advice & asset management services 

In Hyde Park since 1992 



Suzanne Pringle 
REALTOR, Broker 

Cell (512) 217-1047 

pringle@ameliabullock.com 

www.ameliabullock.com 

The market is still hot!  Hyde Park homes are selling quickly, prices are 
rising, and available inventory is at it’s lowest level in several years.    
Take advantage of this seller’s market and give me a call today for a         
complimentary market analysis on your home or investment property.  

HYDE PARK HOMES GALLERYHYDE PARK HOMES GALLERYHYDE PARK HOMES GALLERY   

4316 AVENUE C 
 

Extraordinary renovation of classic  
1927 Hyde Park bungalow. Open 
floor plan with 2BR, 1BA, 2LIV, 
long leaf pine floors and custom 
milled woodwork. Two-car garage. 

Listed at $505,000 

 

4104 AVENUE G 
 

Adorable one-story cottage shaded 
by tall pecan trees in heart of Hyde 
Park. 2BR, 1.5BA, 1 LIV plus open 
kitchen/dining. Detached workshop/
studio & outdoor living area. 

Listed at $399,000 

608 EAST 41st ST. 
 

Charming 1930s home on corner 
lot overlooking Hancock Golf 
Course. Approximately 2,300 SF 
with 4BR, 3BA, 2LIV. Screened 
porch, fenced yard, carport. 

Listed at $525,000 

600 HARRIS AVENUE 
 

Updated 1933 brick Craftsman 
home with separate guest house 
located two blocks from Lee Elem. 
3BR, 1BA, 1LIV in main house. 
1BR, 1BA, 1LIV in guest house.  

Listed at $675,000 

4006-1/2 AVENUE B 
 

1923 Hyde Park bungalow with 
many updates and new paint. 2BR, 
1BA, 1LIV, 1DIN. Large detached 
garage with workshop. Fenced 
yard. Alley access. 

List Price $325,000 

5114 EVANS AVENUE 
 

Available now! Adorable Hyde Park 
bungalow on corner lot across 
from small park. 2BR, 1BA, open 
living/dining. Beautiful hardwood 
floors. All appliances included.  

Lease for$1,650/month 

5001 AVENUE H 
 

Classic 1931 Hyde Park bungalow 
on corner lot with alley access. 
Long leaf pine floors, rewired and 
replumbed. 2BR, 1BA, 1LIV. De-
tached carport & garage. 

Listed at $339,500 

4901 RED RIVER ST. 
 

One-story contemporary custom 
home built in 2006. Industrial de-
sign with concrete floors, exposed 
ductwork, commercial-style glass 
doors. Wonderful courtyard. 

Listed at $439,500 
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