
	 When:	 7:00 p.m.  
		  Monday, September 9, 2013 
	 Where:	 Trinity United Methodist Church 
		  4001 Speedway
Note:	 HPNA general meetings usually 		
take place on the first Monday of each month.

Exploring Lives
Interview with Adam Wilson

Editor’s note: “Exploring Lives” will serve as a cover term for inter-
views appearing from time to time in these pages. These interviews 

will serve to provide 
neighbors a more in-
depth look at the lives 
and thoughts of those 
who reside or work in 
Hyde Park and whose 
lives are impactful and 
of interest to the commu-
nity. In the August issue, 
Ashley Schweickart, the 
departed co-president of 
HPNA, was interviewed. 
In this issue, the inter-
viewee is Adam Wilson. 
He is the founding direc-
tor of the Griffin School, 
an active Friend of Shipe 
Park, and a two-year 
member of the HPNA 
Nominating Committee. 

Pecan Press: What originally brought you to Austin?
Adam Wilson: I moved here right after graduating from Vassar in 

New York State (read, “cold, dreary winters”), and my girlfriend and I 
were looking for adventure in the Wild West. She was from Dallas and 
a few of her friends from home had come to UT. We visited for a beauti-
ful week in October 1992, stayed on a couch, saw the Bad Livers at Emo’s 
and Little Sister at the Black Cat, swam Barton Springs, and hiked the 
greenbelt. We decided this was the best place on earth.

PP: Were there reasons you decided to live in Hyde Park?
AW: After residing in a few other central city neighborhoods, my 

wife and I choose to settle in Hyde Park. We thought it would be great 
to live and raise a family in a neighborhood that is full of active people 
engaged in their community, close to everything, and replete with ameni-
ties like a park and pool. 

PP: You went to high school at the George School, an illustrious Quak-
er boarding school in Eastern Pennsylvania. Quaker or Friends schools have an 
excellent reputation in the East, but are not so well known elsewhere although 

National Night Out

This year’s National Night Out 
(NNO) will take place on Tues-

day, October 1, 2013. This offers a 
great opportunity for neighbors 
and law enforcement agencies to 
join forces to promote awareness 
of crime and drug prevention and 
strengthen the police-communi-
ty partnership. NNO is designed 
to generate support and partici-
pation in crime prevention efforts, 
strengthen neighborhood spir-
it and police-community relations, 
and send a message to criminals 
that neighborhoods are organized 
and residents are fighting back. 

Hosting a NNO party can be 
easy. Invite your neighbors or your 
entire block. The goal is to get to 
know your neighbors and commu-
nicate what is happening in your 
neighborhood. Have punch and 
cookies, a potluck dinner, an ice 
cream social, or anything to bring 
your neighbors together. HPNA 
will supply the funds for ice cream. 

If you are interested in having 
an NNO party, please register on-
line at: <www.austintexas.gov/
department/national-night-out> 

H Y D E       P A R K .
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HPNA General Meeting  
Agenda for September 9

	 Announcements
	 Presentation by Carol Welder (Crime 

and Safety Chair) on the upcoming 
National Night Out

	 Presentation by APD
	 Voting on change to HPNA bylaws 

(see page 14)
	 Nominations for HPNA officers and 

Steering Committee positions

See You There!

Continued on page 4Continued on page 7

Adam Wilson
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From the President’s Desk

Pecan Press
The Pecan Press is published monthly by the Hyde Park 

Neighborhood Association in Austin, Texas.
Note: Each month’s ad and editorial deadline is  

the 15th of month preceding publication.
Editor 

Michael Nill <editorpecanpress@gmail.com>
Poetry Editor 

Charlotte Herzele <herzele@gmail.com>
Advisory Board  

Lisa Harris 
Kevin Heyburn 

John Kerr 
Grant Thomas (Editor Emeritus)

Production Manager/Advertising Director 
Robert M. Farr 731-0617 <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>

Mail Ad Payments to:  
Lynne Hohlfeld P.O. Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765

Mail Ad Artwork to: 
Robert M. Farr <bobfarr@austin.rr.com> 

7500 Chelmsford Dr. Austin,TX 78736
Distribution Coordinator 

Rimas Remeza • 4105 Ave. F • 371-3158 
 <rimasx@yahoo.com>

Area Coordinators
N of 45th/W of Duval • Syema Muzaffar 
N of 45th/E of Duval • Jay Gerard & Carrie Laughlin .371-1546 
S of 45th/W of Speedway • volunteer needed 
S of 45th/E of Speedway • Martha Campbell................ 452-2815

Contributors Past and Present
Becker, Deaton Bednar, Steve Bratteng , George Bristol, Sharon 
Brown, Lewis Brownlow, Amon Burton, Martha Campbell, Inga 
Marie Carmel, Josephine Casey, Kitty Clark, Betsy Clubine, Elsy 
Cogswell, Carol Cohen Burton, William Cook, Susan Crites Krumm, 
Celeste Cromack, Herb Dickson, Avis Davis, Pam Dozler, Cathy 
Echols, Mark Fishman, Merle Franke, Larry Freilich, Eugene 
George, Mary Carolyn George, Barbara Gibson, Larry Gilg, Susan 
Gilg, Ann S. Graham, Carolyn E. Grimes, Lisa Harris, Anne Hebert, 
Ben Heimsath, Albert Huffstickler, Cynthia Janis, Paul Kamprath, 
John Kerr, Susan Kerr, Susan Kirk, Karen McGraw, Sharon Majors, 
Libby Malone, Alan Marburger, Peter Maxson, Elaine Meenehan, 
Fred Meredith, Susan Moffat, John Paul Moore, Jack Nokes, Jill 
Nokes, Wanda Penn, Dorothy Richter, Walter Richter, Kristen De 
La Rosa, Steve Sadowsky, Mark Sainsbury, Jessica Salinas, Mary 
Lou Serafine, Cathy Short, Sarah Sitton, Thad Sitton, Clay Smith, 
Niyianta Spelman, Julie Strong, Grant Thomas, Debbie Trammell, 
Rollo Treadway, Lao Tzu, Jennifer Vickers, Katie Vignery, Sandra 
Villalaz-Dickson, Lorre Weidlich, Adam Wilson, Hanna Wiseman 
Jacobs, Hermelinda Zamarripa..

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association
P. O. Box 49427 • Austin, TX 78765
http://www.austinhydepark.org

— HPNA Officers/Steering Committee —
President 
• John Williams .................................... <jawilli@grandecom.net>
Co-Vice Presidents 
• Mark Fishman ...................................<mlfishman@gmail.com> 
• Kathy Lawrence (Acting)
Co-Secretaries • Claire de Young • Mike Pikulsi
Co-Treasurers • PO Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765 
• I.J. Aarons .....................................................<ijaarons@aol.com>  
• Lynne Hohlfeld .............................<lhohlfeldcpa@yahoo.com>
Additional Steering Committee Members:  
• Dorothy Richter • Lorre Weidlich • Eric Stumberg  
• Kevin Heyburn • Kathy Lawrence • Paul Kamprath  
• Annette Lucksinger • Lisa Harris
HPNA Committee/Task Forces (w/chairs) 
AISD • Annette Lucksinger 
Alley Coordinator • Carol Burton, <sky2wash@austin.rr.com>
Austin Neighborhoods Council Rep. • Ellen Williams,  
<anc_rep@yahoo.com> 
Beautification • Robin Burch <robinburch@gmail.com> 
(903) 780-5275 
Children’s Programs • Elise Krentzel 
Church/Neighborhood Liaison • Niyata Spelman, 3802 Ave. F. 
459-8349 
Communications/Web • Robin Silberling, <rsilberling@gmail. com> 
452-1783
Crime & Safety • Carol Welder
Development Review • David Conner <daypaycon@yahoo.com>
Finance • David Conner <daypaycon@yahoo.com>
Graffiti Patrol • Lisa Harris <ljharrisus@yahoo.com> 
420-0652 
Homes Tour • Carolyn Grimes <cgrimes@cbunited.com>
Membership • Sharon Brown <donsharon4213@sbcglobal.net>  
	 • Karen Saadeh <kdmatthis@gmail.com>
Neighborhood Outreach • Larry Gilg <lgilg@grandecom.net>
Neighborhood Planning • Karen McGraw, 4315 Ave. C 459-2261
Local Historic District • inactive
Parks & Public Space • Mark Fishman, <mlfishman@gmail.com> 
656-5505
Social • Deaton Bednar, <deatonbednar@grandecom.net>
Transportation •......................................VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Tree Preservation • ................................VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Triangle Development • Cathy Echols, 4002 Ave. C 206-0729
Zoning • Dorothy Richter, 3901 Ave. G 452-5117

—	 John Williams 
HPNA President

In the HPNA calendar, Sep-
tember brings the Nominations 
Committee together to discuss can-
didates for the next term of HPNA 
leadership. At the September gen-
eral meeting we will be presenting 
the almost complete slate of nom-
inees for Steering Committee and 
officer positions, and then we will 
vote on these nominees at the 
October general meeting. The Sep-
tember general meeting is also a 
time for nominations of potential 
leadership members from the floor. 
If you are interested in joining the 

HPNA leadership group, or would 
like more information, please con-
tact me at <jawilli@grandecom.
net> and I would be happy to dis-
cuss open positions and the duties 
and tasks required of them. Thanks 
to Kathy Lawrence and Adam Wil-
son for leading the Nominations 
Committee this year.

Our new Pecan Press editor, 
Michael Nill, now has three issues 
under his belt and has been doing 
a wonderful job in this position! I 
think a lot of neighbors forget just 
how much time and effort goes 
in to putting these issues together 
each month. Thanks to Michael for 
all his hard work, and for staying 
on top of this very important task 
for the neighborhood.

National Night Out will be 
held on Tuesday, October 1 (see 
page 1). Over the years Hyde Park 
has recognized this event in a va-
riety of ways. This year HPNA 
will encourage block-by-block 
gatherings. Our Crime & Safety 
chairperson, Carol Welder, will be 
presenting at the September gen-
eral meeting on the topic and will 
give some helpful ideas for those 
interested in hosting a block par-
ty. Thanks to Carol for graciously 
agreeing to return to her former 
position as chair and for helping to 
coordinate this event for the neigh-
borhood.

Lastly, we are drawing closer to 
the date of the Hyde Park Homes 
Tour on November 10, and it is 
time to start asking for volunteers. 
We will primarily need volunteers 
to serve as docents at the homes 
during the tour, but many other 

volunteer positions are available 
like ticket sales and house cap-
tains. Look for posts on the Yahoo 
listserve with more information on 
volunteering, or you can always 
email me to sign up as a volunteer.

A new school year has started, Shipe pool is closed for another year, traffic is bad again 
around the University as the fall semester gets underway, football season is here, and in 

my opinion the best months weather-wise to live in Austin (October and November) are right 
around the corner. 
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Send in your articles, letters, and photos (but not your 
poetry*) by the 15th of each month to:

	 Editor, Pecan Press
	 <editorpecanpress@gmail.com>

Please note the recent change of email address.

*Send your poems to: 
	 Charlotte Herzele
	 <herzele@gmail.com>

We Welcome Your Submissions to Pecan Press

Note: The Pecan Press will not publish unsigned/unattributed poetry. All poems (even if written 
under a pen name) must carry a name and address or phone number for identification and 
verification purposes.

HPNA Membership Info

All memberships expire on September 30th 
of each year. 

�
Membership in HPNA is open to all 
residents aged 18 years or older who reside 
within the boundaries of Hyde Park or 
within 300 feet of the designated 
boundaries.  

�
New members, and members who lapse in 
dues for over six months, are eligible to 
vote at HPNA meetings 30 days after 
receipt of dues.

 

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association Enrollment         2013-14 Membership

Name  ______________________________________________ Phone ___________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________                                                                                

   I wish to be notified via email of HPNA meetings and events.   

Email ____________________________________________________

Dues (per person) 

  Standard - $5/year/person       Senior Citizen- $1/year/person

  New Member       Renewing Member

Payment:    Check        Cash  Date  _______________

               Amount Paid $_______________

Bring to an HPNA 
meeting, or send to: 

HPNA Membership
P.O. Box 49427
Austin, Texas  78765

Make checks payable to HPNA.   

Contact Team Loosens Voting Restrictions
At the July 22 meeting of the Hyde Park Neighborhood Plan Contact Team (NPCT), members voted by a 

margin of 11 - 4 to amend the bylaws to make it easier to qualify for voting privileges. As a result, it makes 
it more likely that individuals will be able to vote on measures that directly affect the Hyde Park neighborhood 
and their own property. 

According to the old bylaws, 
in order to qualify as a voter, an 
individual who met certain cri-
teria (HP property owner, HP 
residential renter, business own-
er, or designated representative 
from HPNA) had to attend a total 
of two-thirds of the Contact Team 
meetings in the previous 120 days. 
The voting limitations were put 
in place when the Contact Team 
was originally formed in January 
of 2010 in order to discourage resi-
dents from “packing” a meeting at 
which a controversial vote was to 
take place. The practical implica-
tion of this was that timely issues 
in which particular residents had 
an interest would be history by 
the time they gained the franchise, 
thus negating their participation as 
decision-makers altogether.

According to the new bylaws, 
an otherwise qualified individu-
al who has attended one meeting 
in the past 9 months may vote on 
any issue. Attendance at a meet-
ing is defined as being present for 
at least half of the posted meeting 
time. Voting privileges establish 

one’s membership on the team. 
This change in the bylaws is 

a step in the right direction, but 
it’s still not satisfactory. If an issue 
that affects one’s property is on the 
NPCT agenda, the owner may dis-
cuss the issue with the team but 
will not be allowed to vote unless 
the owner has attended a meeting 
in the past 9 months. 

As I argued in an article in 
the April, 2013 issues of the Pecan 
Press (“Hyde Park Neighborhood 
Contact Team,” online at <www.
austinhydepark.org/wp-content/
uploads/pp_APR_13_final.pdf>), 
the ordinance that created the 
NPCT is inappropriate for Hyde 
Park. This dilemma over who can 
or cannot vote goes to the heart 
of the flaw in the system. The res-
idents of Hyde Park, who are the 
constituency of the NPCT, have 
limited power to impact decisions 
there. The members of the NPCT 
self-select according to the bylaws 
that they decide, and they are free 
to pursue their own agenda. There 
is no oversight from residents, city 
staff, or HPNA.

Given that even with the 
change in bylaws, most of the 
qualified stakeholders in the plan-
ning area will in practice not be 
voting on any particular issue, the 
Contact Team has a duty to engage 
in ongoing grassroots canvassing 
to learn neighbors’ opinions on 
the issues the team takes on and to 
make sure that information about 
the issues being debated in the 
Contact Team meetings is widely 
distributed and available.  

Publishing the meeting agenda 
on the listserv has been valuable; 
but it needs to be included in the 
Pecan Press as well, where more de-
tails on the issues can be discussed 
in depth. The Hyde Park website 
could include a more comprehen-
sive description of the Contact 
Team, with a list of eligible voting 
members for upcoming meetings 
so neighbors would know whom 
to contact regarding any particu-
lar issue. Minutes of the meetings 
should be published both on the 
listserv and in the Pecan Press. The 
overriding goal of the Contact 

Continued on page 7



most are aware that the Obama children attend Sidwell 
Friends in D.C. Can you briefly explain what are some of 
the important distinctive features of a Quaker school?

AW: Quakers believe in the inherent goodness of 
each person, with a religious practice and tradition 
that reflects that core value. Since their beginnings in 
the 17th century, Quakers have been at the forefront of 
progressive activism and movements for social justice 
and equality. Within that context, Quaker schools are 
places where students are treated with deep respect 
as members of the school community and included in 
meaningful governance decisions. Quaker education 
promotes a world-view that appreciates and values 
diversity and instills a deep sense of civic responsi-
bility in each student. Of course their schools are also 
known for thoughtful academic programs where di-
alogue, reflection, and inquiry are fostered in and 
outside the classroom.

PP: Do you think your experiences there influenced 
who you are? 

AW: My personal high school experience was 
transformative for me. I had teachers at the George 
School who deeply inspired me and mentored me 
through all the challenges and changes in my own 
teen years. When I was a senior, I became a prefect in 
the freshmen boy’s dorm—an honor and a real experi-
ence of leadership for me. That year of chasing down 
younger students and striving to be a guide and sup-
port to them was both humbling and satisfying, and it 
planted the seeds of my own interest in education and 
youth empowerment.

Seeking the goodness within each student and 
each person is something that I continue to strive to 
do. I would also add that the Quaker practice of sit-
ting in silence “listening for the God within” is an 
exercise that helps me stay connected to myself in im-
portant ways. I’m not sure I could do the work that I 
do without a practice like this that keeps me ground-
ed and clear.

PP: It’s no mean feat to start your own private school. 
Were there times when the challenges seemed overwhelm-
ing?

AW: Looking back, I can say that we had no idea 
of just how much of a mean feat it would be when we 
started. The idea for the Griffin School emerged from 
ongoing discussions I had with a group of fellow high 
school teachers who were all struggling with the re-
ality that a traditional educational setting does not 
necessarily meet the needs of students. In starting the 
school, we were full of passion and energy and didn’t 
think about the possible risks and challenges in any 
serious way. Only later did we realize just how wrong 
things could have gone.

Interview with Adam Wilson	 
				    …cont’d from page 1

Continued on following page 
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PP: How do you counter the views of those who believe 
that private education somehow weakens public education? 
How in particular do you see the Griffin School contribut-
ing to education in Austin?

AW: I certainly don’t see us competing with the 
public school system. Griffin is filling an existing need 
that the public system is not well equipped to fill. Pro-
viding a small school educational experience and 
integrating academic rigor and creativity are where 
our strengths lie—there are students who absolute-
ly thrive in this kind of school setting in ways that 
would not happen in a more traditional high school. I 
should add that there are students doing well at those 
schools who would not be a good fit for Griffin. If the 
goal of education is to help each student grow and 
achieve to their full potential, we can only be bene-
fited by a diverse set of educational options in our 
community. 

Beyond the formal high school program, Griffin 
is increasingly serving as a resource for younger chil-
dren, adults, and families in Central Austin. Examples 
include summer camp programs, weekend art class-
es for middle schoolers, evening art classes for adults, 
and our community gardens. 

PP: Does the Griffin School incorporate elements of 
Quaker education?

AW: Griffin is a secular school, but, yes, there 
are elements of its program that are rooted in Quak-
er values and practices. An example is the committee 
structure that governs basic functions of the school 
such as policy-making, discipline, admissions, and 
activities. Each committee has student and faculty 
representatives who use a consensus decision-making 
process. Rather than taking majority-rules votes, the 
committee members remain in dialogue until there is 
unanimous agreement about the way to handle a giv-
en situation. This can be a time-consuming process; 
but it is a deeply respectful and thoughtful way to 
make decisions, and in some ways can be more effi-
cient in the long-term.

PP: Since its founding in 1996, the Griffin School has 
had a number of locations, but recently established a per-
manent one in the neighborhood. Did you actively seek to 
be in or near Hyde Park?

AW: We definitely wanted to be a central city 
school in order to have ready access to city resources 
like libraries, art galleries, museums, and public trans-
portation. And we can do more to engage the world 
around us in a neighborhood like Hyde Park—we feel 
we are part of the community rather than separate 
and apart. I think that is a really healthy dynamic for 
our students to experience.

PP: What are your dreams for the Griffin School 10 
years from now?

AW: On the near horizon, our goal is to add a 
new wing to our main building and expand our en-
rollment to 120 students. There is a whole layer of 
programmatic development attached to this proj-

ect that I think will benefit our high school and the 
community around us in significant ways. It’s also a 
significant fundraising effort and design challenge. 
We certainly want to build something that the neigh-
borhood is proud to have as a part of what makes 
Hyde Park wonderful.

PP: As a Friend of Shipe Park, you have worked to 
improve the park. Can you talk a little about your involve-
ment in those efforts?

AW: Yeah, this is a “small group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens” that I’m proud to be a part of 
and that is changing the world in meaningful ways 
at Shipe Park and in our neighborhood. The group 
has led park improvement efforts like It’s My Park 
Day and the Shipe Park Mosaic Mural. It has been a 
hugely satisfying way for me to be involved with my 
neighbors and connect with other people who are in-
volved in community service at the park and in the 
neighborhood. I raised my children playing on the 
playground and swimming in the pool, so I feel like 
it is the least I can do to invest in maintaining and im-
proving this truly cherished public space that is the 
center of my sense of community in Hyde Park.

A vibrant and engaged high school community

Cultivating individual potential
and intellectual curiosity

www.gri�nschool.org
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http://www.griffinschool.org
http://jim-dandyinc.com
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Under Cover       Upholstery   

Covering for you since 1994

P. 512.371.7815    F. 512.371.8770

3301 Hancock Dr.  Suite 4   Austin, TX 78731

info@undercoveraustin.com

Mention this ad for 10% off your next job!

Around & About the Avenues
Hyde Park Homes on the Internet:  Photographer and neigh-
bor Lizzie Chen recently decided to start documenting Hyde Park 
houses on her daily walks.  She chooses one Cute House of the 
Day and posts a picture of it on the website <www.misoandtofu.
com>.  Over time most of Hyde Park will be documented.  Her 
goal is “to capture the uniqueness of our neighborhood and its 
residents, whose personality is often reflected by their homes.”  
Neighbors will definitely be interested in checking out this website.  
Chen, who has an M.A. in journalism, specializes in documenting 
social issues and marginalized communities; her work has been 
published by NPR, NBC, and the Center for Public Integrity.  

 
The editor is very pleased to announce that starting with the next 
issue, Lizze will join the Pecan Press team as the photo editor.  Her 
job will involve selecting and editing submitted photos, as well as 
taking some photos.  Welcome aboard!

Hyde Park Plaza Update:  With sponsorship from Laura 
Morrison and Kathie Tovo, City Council on August 8 passed a 
resolution directing the city manager to prepare a cost estimate 
and feasible timeline for the project, identify potential sources of 
funding, and present these items to Council for consideration on 
or before October 3, 2013.   This is a necessary step in the process 
to move forward with improvements to the area around 43rd and 
Duval, among which is more outdoor space for neighbors and pa-
trons of local businesses to gather and socialize.  The neighborhood 
associations of Hyde Park and Hancock have voted to support this 
project.  A color rendering of the proposed improvements is avail-
able on the HPNA website. —Karen McGraw.

Golden Opportunity To Serve the Neighborhood:  The Pe-
can Press still needs a distribution coordinator for the southwest 
quadrant of Hyde Park.  This unsung hero receives several boxes of 
newsletters monthly and delivers copies to the 12 or so individuals 
who deliver door to door in the area.  Don’t miss out on this op-
portunity.  Please contact Rimas Remeza at <rimasx@yahoo.com>.

Tennis Play Day:  This fun, free tennis play event for the entire 
family will take place at the tennis courts in Shipe Park on Sunday 
afternoon, September 29, at 2:00 pm.   Games will be geared to 
kids, but adults can play too.  We will provide racquets (or partici-
pants can bring their own) and balls.  Mini courts will be set up on 
the tennis courts for games and fitness.  Wear tennis shoes and a 
hat and remember the sunscreen. Water and lemonade will be pro-
vided.   For questions, please email <cjwelder@msn.com>.

 
 

http://www.austintreeexperts.com
http://www.amorealways.com


or call 512-974-4900. If you would like a visit from 
APD, AFD, EMS, or Code Compliance, you must reg-
ister your party with the APD Community Liaison 
before September 13, 2013. We also recommend that 
you register with the National Office at <www.natw.
org> to help show the number of participants in Tex-
as. Texas has been in 1st place for the past 18 years; 
Austin is in 4th place. 

—	 Carol Welder 
Chair, Crime and Safety
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www.GWYNDOWS.com
 444-1954

Women Owned and Operated

Commercial and Residential

Great Quality and Affordable

Excellent Customer Service

ECO-friendly And Fully Insured

CALL US FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE !

The Future of Shipe Pool:  Austin Parks and Recreation has 
opened the public input process in its assessment of aquatics re-
sources. Friends of Shipe Park think it’s critical for people who 
want to see Shipe and other neighborhood pools remain open to 
participate in this process by completing the online survey: <www.
surveymonkey.com/s/COAAquatic-Assessment>. — Adam Wilson

Keeping Austin Diapered: 29% of Austin children live in pov-
erty.  Diapers are expensive ($100 monthly on average) and are 
not covered by federal assistance programs like Women, Children 
and Infants (WIC) and food stamps.  Austin Diaper Bank helps 
provide diapers to children and seniors in need.  Here’s what one 
can do to help:  donate diapers (closest drop-off location is Pump-
kin Patch on West Anderson Lane), donate funds, volunteer time, 
or organize a diaper drive at your business, place of worship, or 
social group.  For more information, see the organization’s website: 
<www.austindiapers.org>.

National Night Out… 
		   		  …cont’d from page 1

HP Contact Team... 
		   		  …cont’d from page 3

Team should be to continue to foster a more open and 
inclusive process.

Decisions are being made by the Contact Team 
that may affect private properties, public spac-
es, and the continued viability of Hyde Park as a 
neighborhood. A commitment to accountability and 
transparency would encourage more neighbor input 
and participation in the Contact Team’s meetings and 
recommendations. That would be of benefit to us all.

In a future issue: Roles and Responsibilities of the 
Hyde Park Neighborhood Plan Contact Team.	

—	 Larry Gilg

http://www.gwyndows.com
http://www.newworlddeli.com
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/COAAquatic-Assessment.%20--Adam
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 Orthodontics for Adults and Children
 Stanton J. Henry DDS MDS

 Dustin Roden-Johnson DDS MS
 Amber C. Burgess DMD MS

      1500 W. 38th Street Ste. 27              10510 W. Parmer Lane Ste. 112
Austin, Texas 78731                              Austin, Texas 78717

512-716-0307

HPNA Meeting Minutes: 
August 5, 2013
Neighbors gathered at 7 p.m. for the annual Ice 

Cream Social and monthly meeting of the Hyde 
Park Neighborhood Association. John Williams, pres-
ident, invited all to enjoy Blue Bell ice cream cups 
while the business of the day was conducted. Mark 
Fishman, co-vice president, announced the first item 
of business: the Great Austin Parks Coalition Resolu-
tion. This resolution for increased park funds is being 
heard and adopted in neighborhoods around the city. 
Distributed were information packets containing a 
fact sheet, nationwide statistics, an opinion article 
from this summer, and a sample letter for citizens to 
write to City Council members. The city budget will 
be finalized in September.

Mark introduced Richard Craig of the Pease Park 
Conservancy. Mr. Craig explained the current situation 
regarding city parks. Austin ranks in the bottom half 
for park spending, among about 90 reporting cities. 
Increased funding is required to maintain parks and 
eliminate continued deterioration. Unfortunately, the 
Parks budget has been an easy target for cuts during 
lean years such as 2011. Among other things, the res-
olution requests the return of money removed from 
previous budgets and an 8% increase for swimming 
pools. After a motion and second were made for adop-
tion, the resolution passed without further discussion. 

Candidate Andy Brown was afforded a few mo-
ments to address the meeting. He is running for 
County Judge, a position that has a wide range of re-
sponsibilities affecting citizens’ daily lives in Travis 
County. The election is in March.

Next on the agenda were announcements. First 
was notification that the leadership team will be meet-
ing soon. Anyone may contact John Williams or Kathy 
Lawrence regarding the slate of officers being prepared 
for the October vote.

Karen McGraw gave an update on the improve-
ments planned for Hyde Park Plaza. Little progress 
has occurred of late because of the lack of a cost esti-
mate from the city, without which improvements to the 
plaza cannot go forward. Karen stated that now is the 
time to proceed with obtaining the cost estimate. After 
that, funding possibilities can be explored from vari-
ous budgets. This item is on the August 8 City Council 
agenda, and Karen encouraged neighbors to attend the 
meeting or contact council members requesting that 
they assist with passing this preliminary step. [See up-
date on this elsewhere in this issue in Around and 
About the Avenues.]

Lisa Harris reminded neighbors that the rewrit-
ing of our local building code has begun. Anyone is 
welcome to attend the Austin Neighborhoods Coun-
cil (ANC) workshop August 20 to learn about the code, 

Continued on following page 
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Window on Hyde Park:*

To help keep Hyde Parkers reading, neighbor  
Hannah Bronsnick mounted an all-weather book-

case on a tree on the north side of 42nd Street between 
Avenue G and H. This book exchange eliminates the 
middle man: neighbors drop off books they won’t be 
reading again and take books that interest them. A 
thank you to Hannah! —John Kerr.
* “Window on Hyde Park” is the title of a new feature that will appear from 

time to time in the pages of this publication.  This feature will consist of 
photos that capture something special or endearing about the neighborhood. 

be our lunch date

• v i n o  •  p i z z a  •  p a s t a  •  p a n i n i  •  a n t i p a s t i  •  b i r r a  •  e s p r e s s o  •  d o l c e  •  

4800 Burnet Road
512.458.1100 

GustoItalianKitchen.com

LUNCH
mon-fri 11-4

HAPPY HOUR
daily 4-7

DINNER
sun-thur 4-10
ffri-sat 4-10:30

BRUNCH
sun 10-3

and make comments about the changes that will be-
come law for the city. The ANC announcement follows: 
“On August 20th there will be a meeting on the Land 
Development Code (LDC) that will be co-sponsored 
by ANC and the Neighborhood Adviser at the Aus-
tin Energy building, 721 Barton Springs, 6:30-8:15 p.m. 
The purpose of this special workshop is to help current 
residents understand how the LDC affects our neigh-
borhoods and lives and to solicit input so community 
interests can be better represented in the LDC rewrite 
process. The revised LDC will govern how Austin 
changes over the next 30 years so come to this work-
shop to get informed and provide input now!”

The latest Austin Environmental Directory came 
out last week. This issue has a special focus on wa-
ter; it includes a fascinating history of water in Austin 
and a number of other timely articles about our wa-
ter situation, as well as many other informative articles 
on clean energy, green building, electric vehicles, lo-
cal food, environmental groups, and conservation from 
perennial activist T. Paul Robbins. This magazine is 
free at locations around town including Fresh Plus, 
Wheatsville, Whole Foods and Vulcan Video.

The meeting was adjourned at 8 p.m., but neigh-
bors continued to enjoy ice cream and social time for 
about another half hour.

—	 Submitted by Mike Pikulski  
& Claire deYoung 
HPNA Co-Secretaries

Photo by Lizzie Chen 
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Touring Hyde Park
In my business, I view a lot of homes in the Aus-

tin area. I see houses in neighborhoods with HOA 
rules on what shades of brown homes can be paint-
ed and how often residents must mow their lawns. I 
see subdivisions where every home was built with-
in 5 years of the rest, where every owner is on the 
same socio-economic level, and where owners en-
ter their garages from the back or by remote control 
so they barely have to slow down before entering 

their houses. I know people who are concerned that 
their multi-million dollar home won’t sell because the 
property directly across from their security gate dis-
plays a metal chicken. Sure, I am happy to help these 
people buy and sell their homes; but these experienc-
es always make me appreciate the originality of Hyde 
Park and why I choose to live here.

Hyde Park is the kind of neighborhood where you 
will find:

• A great canopy of trees that shade people pushing 
strollers, walking dogs, riding bikes, and chatting 
with their neighbors

• A city pool where hundreds contributed to a col-
orful and creative mural

• A grocery with wooden floors where the propri-
etor will make you a Queen B sandwich

• Windows suspended from trees
• A museum that was the home/studio of a world-

class woman sculptor
• A fence where children leave tokens 
• Houses with purple walls or turquoise doors and 

windows that were designed to be raised to allow 
fresh air and cross ventilation 

• A vegetable garden in a front yard
• A book exchange attached to a tree
• Colorful chickens, both real and metal, and 

oh, yes, … old homes. 
There are plenty of home tours in and around 

Austin, but none like the one in Hyde Park. This tour 

4010 Avenue G is one of four craftsman bungalows featured in 
this year’s Homes Tour

Continued on page 12
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Your Neighborhood Specialist
When it’s time to choose a Realtor, choose a 
true neighborhood expert. I provide exemplary 
customer service along with innovative, 
peerless marketing strategies, and accurate, 
in-depth knowledge of our neighborhood and 
its unique homes. 
 
Whether you are buying, selling, or investing, 
contact me today for a complimentary 
consultation. 

 

I live here, I work here. 

www.tammyyoung.com

TAMMY YOUNG 
Broker Associate, GRI 
512.695.6940 
tammy@realtyaustin.com
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combines our creative, organic, ever changing neigh-
borhood with the continuity of homes large and 
small, built of old-growth timber which will be stand-
ing long after we are all gone. These homes represent 
the lives of the people who came before us, the quali-
ty craftsmanship with which they were built, and the 
way their owners contributed to the history of Aus-
tin. People love coming to our neighborhood for our 
annual homes tour because it is uniquely Hyde Park 
and it is the story of Austin.

Your help is needed to make the upcoming 37th 
annual Hyde Park Homes Tour a success. This event 
is volunteer managed and operated and will take 
place on Sunday, November 10. All volunteers receive 
FREE access to the tour, and we can use your assis-
tance and talents. To help with the tour in any way, 
contact Homes Tour Volunteer Coordinator John Wil-
liams at <jawilli@grandecom.net>, 512-350-1094 or 
contact me at <cgrimes@cbunited.com>, 512-426-3559 
(cell/text).

—	 Carolyn Grimes 
Chair, 2013 Historic Hyde Park 
Homes Tour

Touring Hyde Park... 
		   		  …cont’d from page 10

The 1894 Oliphant-Walker House at 3900 Avenue C was the home of 
Anna Walker, president of the Texas Woman Suffrage Association

http://www.cgsdb.com
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ARBORTECH 
 

Member of and Certified by The International  
Society of Arboriculture 

 
Stan Noblett, B. S. Molecular Biology 

 

940-0705 
Residential-Commercial 

 

· Sick Tree Diagnosis                           · Pruning   
· Storm Damage                                   · Removal 
· Ball Moss                         · Cabling & Bracing 
· Lot Clearing                             · Roof Clearing 
· Appraisal                       · Native Tree Experts 

Complete Tree Service 

www.arbortech.org 
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DEEP PAN - THIN CRUST - SALADS - WINGS - LOCAL - BEER - VEGAN

(512)

478-5712

HYDE PARK NEIGHBORS
Exclusive offer for our

FREE SALAD!
with purchase of

ANY LARGE PIZZA

@
 G

ua
da

lu
p

e

603 W 29th

since 1976! CENTRAL

handi-man services in hyde park
head, hands, and heart

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! stan 3506419
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! references provided

handi-man services in hyde park
head, hands, and heart

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! stan 3506419
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! references provided

Proposed Changes  
to the Bylaws
At the September 9 general meeting, The 

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association 
will vote on proposed changes to the 
language found in the Development Review 
Committee portion of its bylaws.  As per the 
bylaws, this proposal, along with background 
and rationale, was published in the August 
issue of the Pecan Press.  For the sake of 
convenience, the changes themselves are 
being reprinted below.  Those interested 
in reviewing background information can 
access the August issue online at <www.
austinhydepark.org>.  

Proposed additions to bylaws are in quotation 
marks following existing language in current bylaws:

Page 3, IX. VOTING, #6:

6. Adoption of any position of HPNA, including all 
positions to be communicated to any governmental 
body, “with the exception of specific narrow devel-
opment cases for which the City of Austin asks the 
opinion of the HPNA.”

Page 6, XII. REPRESENTATIVES AND COMMIT-
TEES, B. Standing Committees, 1. Development 
Review Committee:

The committee shall report its recommendations to 
the Steering Committee and to the general member-
ship of HPNA.  “If the City of Austin asks the opinion 
of the HPNA for a particular development case, the 
Development Review Committee will present their 
findings to the Steering Committee, and the Steer-
ing Committee can vote “I am in favor” or “I object” 
on that particular case.  The Steering Committee can 
also vote to have that specific development case pre-
sented and voted on at an HPNA General Meeting.  
All property owners have the right to have their spe-
cific development cases presented and voted on at an 
HPNA General Meeting.”

Hyde Park has a fascinating history
Austin’s Hyde Park... the first 50 years 1891-1941 

by Sarah Sitton and Thad Sitton

Pick up a copy at the Avenue B Grocery

http://www.apcaustin.com
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Hyde Park Specialist

Sam Archer
Broker | Realtor®, Juice Homes LLC

512.633.4650
Sam@ArcherAustin.com
www.JuiceHomes.com

and Resident

Sam is a Hyde Park enthusiast and has been living and investing in Hyde 
Park since 1995.
 
Sam is a graduate of Harvard and the LBJ School and is a Certified         
Negotiation Expert®

Call Sam if you are considering selling soon.  It makes a difference 
when your Realtor® knows what is happening in our real estate market.

Helping clients buy and sell in 
Austin with integrity and 

unparalleled representation

512-929-9393 that’s where you’ll find mom and me
www.stansac.com Most major credit cards accepted. TACLB 23827E

Chris & Caroline Strand.
We are no longer affiliated

with Strand Brothers

O!%

Our new Carrier systems are more energy efficient, more comfortable, and more affordable than ever.
Take advantage of 0% financing, PLUS you can get up to $3,700 cash back.

*Energy improvements required for maximum rebates and loan with approved credit. 
Homeowners who did not receive energy tax credits from 2006 –2011 & are improving their primary residence

may qualify for the maximum combined credit of $500.

What a great deal.
0% financing for 3 years on select energy efficient Carrier systems.

http://www.juicehomes.com
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





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




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St. Paul Lutheran Church
3501 Red River, Austin

512-472-8301
www.stpaulaustin.org

Devine Services: Sundays 8:15 and 10:40
Sunday School & Bible Classes: 9:15
Wednesday Evening Worship: 6:00

Our mission is to spread and model the Good News of Jesus
Christ to our members, the community, and the world.

Hyde Park Poets
Right Behind

I’ve been a lefty for two weeks, now,
What a difference two weeks can make,
I eat very slowly, now,
I feel like my 16-month old grandson,
He is learning to eat—he does not have 100% efficiency, yet

1st pass
          He knows that “thing” carries oatmeal to his mouth

2nd pass
          The food is on that thing

3rd pass
          Got it! Whoops—didn’t make it to the mouth

4th pass
          Thing is just thing with a fleck of oatmeal

5th pass
          Screw it—I’ll just go direct (at which point, he sticks 
his face into the bowl)
 
To those of us, watching, me, this is hilarious,
Wait—not so hilarious as practical,
I eat with my left hand (can’t raise the right—surgery on 
the shoulder)
New understanding—I can identify with my grandbaby,
 
Another interesting bit…
I do the Sudoku and the Scrabblegram, in the newspaper,
Every morning, to kick start my brain,
 
I’m terrible at Sudoku, but, now
As a lefty, I am kickass
 
Must be the right brain opening up,
There are worse things than having to use the non-
dominant arm,
I mean, what if I didn’t have one?

—	 Herzele 
3/23/13
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175+ Channels

Multi-Room TiVo®

HD Service

Showtime

Starz & Encore

Fastest Internet 
(up to 110Mbps!)

24/7 Award-Winning
Customer Service

And Much More!

W hen we say

WE’RE HERE FOR YOU, WE MEAN IT.

Starting at

/month
$79.99

Services subject to availability. Please contact Grande for details. Offer only applies to new residential customers only. Offer expires December 31, 2012. $79.99/month price is for 12 months and includes 3 Mbps 
Internet service and one Multi-Room TiVo receiver. Bundles with up to 110 Mbps available at higher monthly price. Installation, cable modem, taxes, fees, additional receivers, equipment, additional services or fea-
tures not included. Bundle also available with CableCARD however interactive features such as VOD are not available. Call Grande for price and details. A credit check and/or deposit may be required. Actual Internet 
speeds may vary and are not guaranteed. ot valid with any other offer and may not be transferred or redeemed for cash. All rights reserved. © 2012 Grande Communications Networks, LLC. 

210-320-4600 • mygrande.com/getitall  Like us on
Facebook

Follow us on
Twitter

Ask yourself…
Do you insist on being informed of your choices relative to your dental health?
Would you enjoy being involved in a co-discovery of your dental wants and needs?
Do you value being seen as a whole person by your dentist, not just a set of teeth and gums?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, we believe 
you would enjoy being a part of our dental family.

The mission of our dental team is to help people:
    • achieve the highest level of well-being personally appropriate for them.
    • continually strive for excellence in our personal and professional service.

                   Please call us at:   512-452-8262
    Busch, Hutchison, and Carlyon DDS
    8118 Shoal Creek
    Austin Texas 78757
              Proudly serving the Austin area since 1977

http://www.drtana.com
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Hyde Park 
Home Owner & Neighborhood RealtOR®

Jeff Baker  512.619.7421
ABOR  |  REALTOR®  |  Former State Licensed Appraiser  

HybridRealtor@Stanberry.com

In partnership with 
solesforsouls, I will be 
donating 200 pairs of shoes 
for those in need with each 
real estate transaction. To 
see how you can get involved 
check out soles4souls.org! 
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Hyde Park Poets

Haiku Cycle
Stress gone with the breeze
Freedom expanding your heart
You, riding a bike

In every season
Memories of childhood joy
Bloom while cycling

Life’s essence is present
You, the engine of movement
Cycle, embrace life

A new perspective,
Engaging all the senses-
Biking through our world

A new perspective
Engaging all the senses-
Cycling to live

—	 Deaton Bednar
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October 15, 2013

October 15, 2013 October 15, 2013

October 15, 2013

Lucien, Stirling and Gray  
Advisory Group, Inc. 

How do you define “wealth”? 
 

Hint:  It’s more than your balance sheet 
 

Exploring this question and crafting  
thoughtful long-term plans  

is how we deliver  
wealth management services  

in a meaningful, personal way. 
 

Please give us a call. 
 

“Life is full of riches.  Your relationship with  
an advisor should be the same.” 

 

4005 Guadalupe · Austin, TX  78751 
(512) 458-2517 

www.lsggroup.com 

“Smart Decisions About Serious Money” 

A Registered Investment Advisor providing  
Fiduciary level planning, advice & asset management services 

In Hyde Park since 1992 

http://www.lsggroup.com


Suzanne Pringle 
REALTOR, Broker 

Cell (512) 217-1047 

pringle@ameliabullock.com 

www.ameliabullock.com 

The summer market is hot!  Hyde Park homes are selling quickly, prices 
are rising, and available inventory is at it’s lowest level in several years.    
Take advantage of this seller’s market and give me a call today for a         
complimentary market analysis on your home or investment property.  

HYDE PARK HOMES GALLERYHYDE PARK HOMES GALLERYHYDE PARK HOMES GALLERY   

608 EAST 48TH ST. 
 

Complete renovation and expan-
sion in Hyde Park. Open floor plan 
with 2,050 SF, 3BR, 2BA, 2LIV, 
hardwoods, covered back porch, 
large fenced backyard.  

Listed at $635,000 

 

4104 AVENUE G 
 

Adorable one-story cottage shaded 
by tall pecan trees in heart of Hyde 
Park. 2BR, 1.5BA, 1 LIV plus open 
kitchen/dining. Detached workshop/
studio & outdoor living area. 

Listed at $399,000 

608 EAST 41st ST. 
 

Charming 1930s home on corner 
lot overlooking Hancock Golf 
Course. Approximately 2,300 SF 
with 4BR, 3BA, 2LIV. Screened 
porch, fenced yard, carport. 

Listed at $525,000 

600 HARRIS AVENUE 
 

Updated 1933 brick Craftsman 
home with separate guest house 
located two blocks from Lee Elem. 
3BR, 1BA, 1LIV in main house. 
1BR, 1BA, 1LIV in guest house.  

Listed at $675,000 

4006-1/2 AVENUE B 
 

1923 Hyde Park bungalow with 
many updates and new paint. 2BR, 
1BA, 1LIV, 1DIN. Large detached 
garage with workshop. Fenced 
yard. Alley access. 

List Price $325,000 

5114 EVANS AVENUE 
 

Available August 1st. Adorable 
Hyde Park bungalow on corner lot 
across from small park. 2BR, 1BA, 
open living/dining. Beautiful hard-
wood floors. All appliances in-
cluded. $1,895/month. 

5001 AVENUE H 
 

Classic 1931 Hyde Park bungalow 
on corner lot with alley access. 
Long leaf pine floors, rewired and 
replumbed. 2BR, 1BA, 1LIV. De-
tached carport & garage. 

Listed at $339,500 

4912 AVENUE H 
 

Classic Hyde Park bungalow with 
many recent updates. 3BR, 2BA, 
1LIV, 1DIN. Great storage and built
-ins. Large fenced backyard. De-
tached garage and workshop.  

Listed at $379,000 
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