
   When:  7:00 p.m.  
                 Monday, September 11, 2006 
  Where:  Hyde Park United 
                 Meth od ist Church
                 4001 Speedway
     Who:  YOU and your neighbors
     Note:  HPNA general meetings usually  
take place on the fi rst Monday of each month.
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  Elisabet Ney Update - Mary 
Collins Blackmon

  Tree Trimming Task Force Update 
- John Paul Moore

  2007 Officers and Steering 
Committee Nominations - The 
Nominating Committee will 
present candidates for Officers 
and six Steering Committee 
members. Voting for these 
positions will take place at the 
October meeting. 

See you Monday!

HPNA General Meeting 
Agenda for September 11th

Continued on page 8

August HPNA 
Meeting Minutes
August’s was another short 

general meeting, as many 
neighbors were either out of town 
or sensibly under their air condi-
tioners.

President John Kerr called the 
meeting to order at 7:05.

The Elisabet Ney Museum pre-
sentation was not ready at meeting 
time. It will be postponed until the 
September meeting.

John introduced the guest 
speaker, Clarissa Moore, donation 
representative with SafePlace. Ms. 
Moore explained SafePlace is the 
combination of two older organiza-
tions, Austin Rape Crisis Center and 
the Center for Battered Women, and 
assumed its present form in 1998. 
Ninety percent of their clients are 
women and children, but some men 
also receive services and assistance. 
The center’s site in East Austin is not 
signed or marked, but it is no longer 

As this issue goes to press, the 
ugly “extinct pink” and “obscene 
green” tags should by now be re-
moved from our trees; all previous 
trimming plans and agreements 
voided; the cutting halted; and Hyde 
Park and Hancock Neighborhood As-
sociations are to be the pilots for a 
new, citizen-directed tree trimming 
process, integrated as an amendment 
to our comprehensive neighborhood 
plans.

And when our trees are to be 
trimmed at all, many will be spared 
by a halving of minimum line clear-
ances recommended by the City 
Manager and already due to be im-
plemented by Austin Energy. This 
new standard is temporary, pend-
ing results of a regrowth study to be 
commissioned by the city.

(This step alone will save many 
of our fi nest trees from the saw. 
The day before the Council met, 
Asplundh representatives tagging 
trees along Avenue G were demand-
ing 13-15 foot clearances from pecan 
limbs. That maximum will now be 
eight feet for pecans and other fast-
growing tree species, and four feet 
for slower-growing species like oaks. 
Since regrowth is slower when trees 
are pruned less, we need to moni-
tor the design of this regrowth study 
carefully and welcome neighbors 
with the expertise to help us do so.)

Council Joins Neighbors 
In Defense of Our Trees
There is important work left to be done, and plenty of need for your 

continued help to do it right, but at its August 24th meeting, the 
Austin City Council responded  in true Austin fashion to our citizens’ 
campaign with Austin Energy on behalf of our prized shade trees grow-
ing in proximity to AE wires.

The Council has said, in effect, 
“We understand you don’t like what 
we have been doing. Okay, show us 
a better way.” With the talent and 
commitment so many neighbors 
demonstrated to bring us to this turn-
ing point, I am confi dent we can do 
just that.

Planning Chair Karen McGraw 
will be convening the neighborhood 
planning team, and if you live in 
Hyde Park you are a member of that 
team, whether you have previous-
ly participated or not. At this point, 
Austin Energy is anxious to restart 
the planning process and this time, 
you can help mold improved prac-
tices and closer examination of more 
enlightened approaches to trimming 
such as those the Task Force discov-
ered in other cities.

A brief recap of the Tale of the 
Trees: The ongoing effort to save our 
trees started last January, when our 
neighbors in Hancock fi rst sound-
ed the alarm, and Councilman Lee 
Leffi ngwell stepped forward to de-
mand a moratorium on the cutting, 
and to authorize creation of the Citi-
zens’ Tree Task Force of stakeholders 
to examine the process. The Task 
Force fi nished its work and delivered 
its recommendations and research in 
May. In June the report was referred 
to the City Manager for action.
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Hyde Park Neighborhood Association
P. O Box 49427 • Austin, TX 78765

http://www.austinhydepark.org

— HPNA Officers —
President • John Kerr • jfkerr@yahoo.com .......................... 451-3931
Vice President 
• Elaine Meenahan • elainemeenehan@austin.rr.co............... 323-9772   
Secretary • Sam Waring • 4610 Ave H.................................. 453-0730
Treasurers •  Denise Girard, • girard.d@att.net.................... 454-6584
  • Catherine Moore •  PO Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765
Treasurer Emerita • Josephine Casey

HPNA Committee/Task Forces (w/chairs)
AISD • Ann S. Graham, 3815 Ave H.............................................458-8096
Alley Coordinator • J.P. Young, jpyoung@io.com ......................450-0707
Beautification • Larry Freilich, lmf@earthlink.net......................................
Children’s Programs • Chris Berry, cmcb@grandecom.net.......................
Church/Neighborhood Liaison • Niyata Spelman, 3802 Ave. F. 459-8349
Communications/Web • Robin Silberling, robin@wcook.org ....452-1783
Crime and Safety Chairman • Carol J. Weider, 4101 Ave F.......459-6205
Development Review • Stan Kozinsky, 4604 Ave. G ...................451-4455
Finance • Nick Van Bavel, nvb123@yahoo.com.........................................
Graffiti Patrol • E. Meenehan elainemeenehan@austin.rr.com ...323-9772 
Homes Tour • Lorre Weidlich, lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com..300-2228
Membership • Doris Coward dcoward@mail.utexas.edu ............453-2476
Neighborhood Planning • Karen McGraw, 4315 Ave. C ............459-2261
Shipe Park • Joe Jernejcic.............................................................302-4074
Sidewalks • Jamie Caras, jcaras@sciencetechnologies.com.........323-6565
Tree Preservation • JP Moore, johnpaulmoore@austin.rr.com ...789-7025
Triangle Development • Cathy Echols, 4002 Ave. C ...................206-0729
Zoning • Dorothy Richter, 3901 Ave. G........................................452-5117
Austin Neighborhoods Council Rep. • Lisa Harris, ljh@texas.net............

HPNA Steering Committee
Officers  
John Kerr <JFK@grandecom.net> 
Elaine Meenehan  <elaine.meenehan@gmail.com>  
Sam Waring <sam@curmudgn.net> 
Denise Girard  <girard.d@att.net>
Catherine  Moore <chmoore@austin.rr.com>  
Committee 
William  Cook <wcook@cs.utexas.edu>  
John Moore <emergingnotions@yahoo.com>  
Karen McGraw <mcgrawka@earthlink.net>  
Stan Kazinsky <kozinsky@swbell.net>  
Doris Coward <dorcoward@yahoo.com> 
<dcoward@mail.utexas.edu> 
Wanda Penn  <wandapen@mac.com>  

Pecan Press
The Pecan Press is published monthly

by the Hyde Park Neighborhood Association in Austin, Texas.
Editor

Grant Thomas 450-0464 <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>
Associate Editor

Sarah Sitton 459-4530 207 E. 39th St.
Poetry Editor

Nancy Taylor Day 892-0127 <Nancy@ciphersbyritter.com> 
4001 Duval (Salon) 78751

Crime & Safety Chairman 
Carol Welder 459-6205 <cjwelder@msn.com>

Treasurer
Elaine Meenahan 323-9772 <elainemeenehan@austin.rr.com> 

Catherine Moore <chmoore@austin.rr.com>
P.O. Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765

Production Manager/Advertising Director
Robert M. Farr 731-0617 <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>

Mail Ads to:
Print Deluxe

7500 Chelmsford Dr. Austin,TX 78736
Note: Each month’s ad and editorial deadline is 

the 15th of month preceding publication.
Distribution Coordinator

Herb Dickson - 400 Towne Park Trail • 206-4426
Area Coordinators

North of 45th/West of Duval • Pam Dozler ........................ 458-8927
North of 45th/East of Duval • Sarah Heather ..................... 452-8486
South of 45th/West of Speedway • Robert Morris ............ 371-7246
South of 45th/East of Speedway • Martha Campbell ......... 452-2815

Contributors
Glen Alyn, Candy Gray Becker, Cynthia Beeman, Laurence Becker, Mary 
Collins Blackmon, George Bristol, Chris Brown, Sharon Brown, Lewis 
Brownlow, Kathryn Bryn, Mark Burkhardt, Amon Burton, Martha 
Campbell, Mike Capochiano, Inga Marie Carmel, Josephine Casey, 
Nicole Caspers, Kitty Clark, Carol Cohen Burton, William Cook, Susan 
Crites Krumm, Celeste Cromack, Rob D’Amico, Herb Dickson, Avis Davis, 
Don Davis, Barbara Daywood, Lynn Denton, Pam Dozler, Russell Duke, 
Cathy Echols, Merle Franke, Gregory Free, Larry Freilich, Robert Garrett, 
Eugene George, Mary Carolyn George, Larry Gilg, Susan Gilg, Ann S. 
Graham, Carolyn E. Grimes, Rachel Hector, Ben Heimsath, Sandi Heimsath, 
Susan Holman, Albert Huffstickler,  Liz Jones, John Kerr, Susan Kerr, 
Bo Kersey, Susan Kirk, Anna Kotecki, Mary Lehmann, Dennis Lensing, 
Karen McGraw, Sharon Majors, Alan Marburger, Peter Maxson, Brook 
Meggs, Elaine Meenehan, Fred Meredith, Susan Moffat, John Paul Moore, 
Jack Nokes, Jill Nokes, Wanda Penn, Cecil Pennington, Peter Pfeiffer, 
Dorothy Richter, Walter Richter Sheree Scarborough, Marriane Shea, 
Cathy Short, Sarah Sitton, Thad Sitton, Julie Strong, Kathleen Strong, 
Lao Tzu, Jennifer Vickers, Katie Vignery,Sandra Villalaz-Dickson, Lorre 
Weidlich, Joe Wiseman.

From the President’s Desk:

Continued on following page 

She asked me to put her data 
into a letter, which was then signed 
by HPNA president James Allman 
and sent to Mayor Lee Cooke. It did 
our hearts good to read in the Ameri-
can-Statesman that Mayor Lee Cooke 
asked the fire chief about the ques-
tions raised by the letter. The fire 
chief was publicly embarrassed and it 
was a good many years before there 
was any further talk of closing our 
beloved Station #9.

Remembering Agnes Edwards

The structure of Hyde Park is human as well as architectural. But its location and houses are more appar-
ent than its history and people. Yet these avenues and houses acquire meaning because of the people who 

lived here. It is possible to see and talk to people without knowing their story and what they have meant to 
the neighborhood. Such a one was Agnes Edwards, who died last year at the age of 70. She was one of the true 
builders of the neighborhood association. What follows are some of my memories of Agnes. 

I owe my residence here to Ag-
nes. When my wife and I were 
looking for a close-in house back in 
1975, we almost rejected the inexpen-
sive houses in Hyde Park because it 
appeared the whole neighborhood 
was being converted to cheap stu-
dent housing. A friend suggested 
we call Agnes before making a deci-
sion. Agnes told us about HPNA and 
convinced us that we at least had a 
fighting chance of saving what was 
left.

Agnes was born in Berlin, the 
daughter of a Wehrmacht physician. 
She lived in Berlin during the war 
and once was blown across the room 
of her apartment by a British bomb . 
She lost a beloved younger brother to 
drowning when he was a child. She 
was philosophic about her loss, not-
ing that had he grown to adulthood 
he would likely have been killed on 
the Eastern front. She was in Berlin 
when the Russians arrived and had 
vivid memories of the horror that en-
sued.

Agnes’ husband, Forrest, was 
quadriplegic. She was terrified that 
her house might catch fire and she 
would be unable to carry him out. 
So when the Austin Fire Department 
announced in 1974 that they were 
closing the Hyde Park Fire Station #9, 
Agnes was among those who rallied 
vigorously and saved it. The victory 
is celebrated every October at our an-
nual Fire Station Festival. 

In August 1988, the city an-
nounced again that it was closing our 
fire station, and this time there would 
be no reprieve: the money simply 
wasn’t there. 

Agnes turned her considerable 
research skills to investigating the fire 
department and came up with some 
embarrassing finds. The fire chief 
had recently installed a new com-
puter system and needed to show 
an improved response. So he sim-
ply redefined “response.” Formerly 
it meant the time between the arriv-
al of the alarm and the arrival of the 
fire truck at the fire. Now it meant 
the time between the dispatch of 
the fire truck and its arrival on the 
scene. Agnes found a case where one 
truck took more than nine minutes to 
be dispatched, while the trip to the 
fire took only three and a half min-
utes. She showed that the expensive 
new computer system was actually 
slowing down the fire department’s 
response time. She also found sever-
al glaring examples of administrative 
bloat in the department bureaucracy. 
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Send in your articles, letters, and photos (but not your 
poetry*) by the 15th of each month to:

     Editor, Pecan Press
     4106 Avenue F
     Austin, TX 78751
     <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>

*Send your poems to: 
      Nancy Taylor Day
      4001 Duval
      Austin 78751
      <Nancy@ciphersbyritter.com>

We Welcome Your Submissions to Pecan Press

Note: The Pecan Press will not publish unsigned/unattributed poetry. All poems (even if written under a pen 
name) must carry a name and address or phone number for identification and verification purposes.

Please enclose a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope for return of your 
materials.

Things Seen in Hyde Park
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—  John Kerr
451-3931 <jfkerr@yahoo.com>
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Agnes was a dedicated lap swim-
mer. Before the 1980’s, Shipe Pool 
was one of the city’s “drain and fill” 
pools. Every evening the pool was 
emptied, sending a torrent of wa-
ter down Waller Creek. And all night 
long the pool would be filled with 
tap water so that in the morning it 
was full (sometimes overflowing) 
with crystal clear water clean enough 
to drink. When the lifeguards did not 
show up on time to open up, Dorothy 
Richter would climb over the fence, 
followed by Agnes, followed by the 
rest of us. This happened so frequent-
ly that the aquatics office finally gave 
Agnes the key to the pool. A last-
ing memory is of Agnes and Dorothy 
conversing as they sidestroked up 
and down the pool facing each other. 
When the city opted to chlorinate the 
pool, Agnes and Dorothy decamped 
to Barton Springs.

Agnes was trained as a physi-
cal therapist. Once when I developed 
a severe crick in my neck, Agnes in-
sisted on treating it. She came to my 
house and had me lie down on the liv-
ing room floor. She rolled three large 
towels into a funnel and poured a pot 
of boiling water into the top of it. She 
then vigorously massaged the painful 
area with the small end as she slow-
ly unwrapped the towels. By the time 
she was through the pain was gone.

Like another notable Hyde Park 
resident, Elisabet Ney, Agnes loved 
children and had an extensive col-
lection of children’s books. As there 
are no benches on the Ney Museum 
grounds, HPNA has considered buy-
ing at least one memorial bench once 
the museum’s renovation is com-
plete. I would hope that Agnes will 
be among the first to be honored in 
this or some other appropriate way.


Anyone wishing to learn more 

about Agnes, or to make a contribu-
tion to one of the many causes she 
supported, should go to the Amer-
ican-Statesman web site, click on 
obituaries, and at the bottom of the 
page search the obituaries for August 
9, 2006. And anyone with memories 
of this remarkable and unforgettable 
woman is invited to share them.


After the initial shock of our an-

nual property tax appraisal, some 
of us wonder about what oth-
er neighbors are faced with. Basic 
tax information on Travis Coun-
ty tax appraisals can be found at: 
<www.traviscad.org/search.htm>

Texas Anchors
Sprinkled throughout old Hyde Park 

you will find reminders of an earlier day 
when most travel was accomplished with 
a one-horsepower engine.   

The Texas Anchor Fence Company 
made hitching posts that were popular in 
Hyde Park and a few still remain.  This 
one is on Avenue F.   

Mark Your Calendar
The 32nd Annual Fire Sta-

tion Festival begins at 1:30 p.m. 
Sunday, October 15th, 2006.   The 
festival celebrates 32 years of 
community partnership between 
Fire Station No. 9 (Speedway and 
43rd Street) and the Hyde Park 
Neighborhood.   There will be ac-
tivities for children, balloons, 
music along with food and drinks.

More information in our Octo-
ber issue.
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Scores of Austinians in Hyde Park, Hancock, East-
woods and North Shoal Creek neighborhoods joined in 
our quest, culminating in a strong community challenge 
to the proposed $60 million, five-year renewal of the city 
tree trimming contract to Asplundh and Davey.

Days before the Council was due to act on the con-
tract, City Manager Toby Futrell issued her response to 
the Task Force, most notably including the clearance re-
duction, as well as a number of other recommendations 
on issues including individual customer-directed trim-
ming and more extensive mitigation tree plantings. She 
has agreed to pursue and refine these in further discus-
sions with neighbors and task force members.

In his remarks at the opening of the contract discus-
sion, Leffingwell showed the depth of his understanding 
of this issue and signaled he would support only a mini-
mal extension of the tree contract because Austin Energy, 
having run out of funds for tree trimming, would be un-
prepared to restore power quickly in the event of storms. 
Further, Leffingwell said, “We can formulate the best pol-
icies in the world for controlling tree vegetation and line 
clearance...but if that policy isn’t implemented at ground 
level, we’ve got a problem. That is what we really have to 
focus on addressing. We need a lot more supervision of 
this process and we need oversight.”

As is clear to the many who have bravely withstood 
intense pressure, occasional rudeness, outlandish mis-
representations and ugly, irreparable damage of the full 
AE/Asplundh assault, what AE headquarters says is the 
case  all too often is not matched by facts on the ground. 
Leffingwell seemed to be putting all on notice that both 
the management and customer/citizen/owners of Austin 
Energy must be continually vigilant to insure that what 
they say is what we get. Keep AE’s and the Council’s 
phone numbers handy, be ready to call, write, email them 
and alert your neighbors if 
you detect transgressions, 
before any more trees are 
needlessly lost.

In the end, Leffin-
gwell’s motion, seconded 
by Councilmember Sher-
yl Cole and unanimously 
approved by the Mayor 
and Council, prescribed 
that the tree trimming con-
tract renewal be limited to 
two years; and that the city 
manager’s recommenda-
tions, including the new 
pilot projects and integra-
tion of tree issues into the 
neighborhood planning 
process, be implement-
ed with “ a commitment 
to better communication, 
increased oversight of all 
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Steve Vinklarek, Agent
3700 N IH 35
Austin, TX 78705
Bus: 512-452-0214
steve.vinklarek.h3l2@statefarm.com

Continued on following page 

Tree Task Force...
         …cont’d from page 1
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KELLY W. KEITH, D.D.S.
GENERAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL 
CLEANING / EXAM / X-RAYS - $80

FRIENDLY, PROFESSIONAL STAFF CREATIVE FINANCIAL OPTIONS
SEDATION DENTISTRY AVAILABLE RESTORATIVE & COSMETIC SERVICES
EMERGENCIES WELCOME IMPLANT CROWNS & DENTURES

3800 SPEEDWAY 452-6405 www.KellyKeithdds.com

expires 12-31-06

phases of the process with quarterly reports made to both 
the Environmental Board and the Urban Forestry Board.”

Next month, I want to try to list and acknowledge all 
those neighbors who helped in getting us to this point. 
For now, I can only express my heartfelt thanks to those 
who know full well who you are, who stood bravely and 
wisely against a threat to the tree- shaded beauty of our 
homes, our neighborhood, our city.

Thanks to the efforts of all these fine folks,I believe it 
is now becoming Conventional Wisdom at City Hall that 
our trees are every bit as important and valuable as our 
wires. This represents a major paradigm change, and it 
took all of you to make it happen.

—  John Paul Moore
Citizens Tree Task Force
Hyde Park Representative
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Hyde Park’s Girl Scout Cadette Troop 
567 Donates to Elisabet Ney Museum, 
Establishes Museum as Letterbox Site

Girl Scout Cadette Troop 567 in Hyde Park has pre-
sented a check to the Elisabet Ney Museum for 

$113 for the restoration of the museum.  The funding 
was raised through a lemonade stand on the grounds 
of the von Boeckmann-Keeble House during the Hyde 
Park Homes Tour on Saturday and Sunday, June 17 
and 18.  

The Girl Scouts have also established the Ney as 
an international Letterbox site.  Letterboxing is a form 
of treasure hunt enjoyed by young people the world 
over.

The members of Girl Scout Cadette Troup 567 are 
Sydney Bender, Dakotah Garza, Meg Hardick, Sa-
vannah Hillen, Angela Liu, Annie Long and Lindsey 
Pryor.  The Elisabet Ney Museum would like to thank 
each member of Girl Scout Cadette Troop 567 for the 
generous contribution and their dedicated community 
spirit.   Mayor Will Wynn will honor Girl Scout Ca-
dette Troop 567 with a City of Austin Partners in the 
Arts award in October.



Page 6 — September, 2006 — Pecan Press Pecan Press — September, 2006 — Page 7 

���������
��������
��������

������������������������
�����������������������
�������������������
��������������

��������
�������������

���� ���� ��������
��� �� ������ �� �� �� ���

���� ����

������� ����������
���� ���������
����� ��������

Working Hands 
Construction

Minor to Moderate Repairs and Remodeling
Decks, Fences and Custom Woodwork

Pain-in-the-Neck Problems Solved
Friendly, Affordable, Hyde Park Based

Call Matthew Young 419-7650

Orientation and all 
training will be conduct-
ed on the ASH campus 
in Bldg. 794.  Please 
visit our website at 
<www.ashvolunteers.org> 
click on CONTACT US, 
scroll to the bottom of the 
page to download an ASH 
campus map.

For further information, contact Debbie Trammell at 
419-2323 or email <debbie.trammell@dshs.state.tx.us>.  

DATE TRAINING TIME
09-23-06 Orientation-Please do not bring dogs 9:00a – 10:30a

09-24-06 CGC (Canine Good Citizenship) 
Training

1:00p – 4:00p

10-01-06 CGC Training 1:00p – 4:00p

10-08-06 Patient Preparation 3:00p – 4:30p

10-15-06 Patient Preparation 3:00p – 4:30p

10-22-06 Patient Preparation/CGC Final Testing 3:00p – 4:30p

10-29-06 Graduation 5:00p – 6:00p

ASH  Pet Pard’ners 
2006 Fall Training Schedule
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City Plumbing Company
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
453-1115

Sewer and Water Heater Replacement
Slab Leaks • Gas Leaks

Sewer and Drain Cleaning Service
Repairs • Re-pipes • Remodels

ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS
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Taylor-Made Tutoring
Math instruction tailored to you.

Basics through Algebra 3 rd grade - adult

Go to www.taylormadetutoring.com to read
"Why Summer is Such a Great Time to do Math Lessons"

1-877-TMT-MATH
lacie@taylormadetutoring.com

Time yourself!
How fast can you answer these out loud?

� � � � � � �
�� �� �� �� �� �� ��

� � � � � � �
�� �� �� �� �� �� ��

If it took you longer than 15 seconds, then this Multiplication Facts Workshop is for
you! Taylor-Made Tutoring in Hyde Park offers fun, interactive all-ages workshop for
getting your facts down FAST. Go to www.taylormadetutoring.com to find out why
speed is so important and for workshop details.

a tightly held secret as in prior years. The site has security 
with a fence, barbed wire, and security guards.

SafePlace operates a 105-bed shelter 24 hours a day, 
and clients can stay up to three months if needed, in a 
40-unit transitional housing apartment complex where 
clients can stay for up to 18 months with rent payments 
on a sliding scale, and a K-8 charter school on site for the 
families of clients. They also operate a 24-hour abuse hot-
line, offer sexual assault counseling and support services, 
and conduct assault prevention classes at middle and 
high schools to teach acceptable behavior boundaries. 
SafePlace is always in need of donations of new toiletries, 
gently used clothes, furniture and household items. They 
also have an auto donation program, which provides a 
large portion of their annual revenue. Anyone needing 
to contact SafePlace, whether in an emergency, to make 
donations, or to volunteer, can reach them through the 
hotline at (512) 267-SAFE, or on the Web at <www.austin-
safeplace.org>.

Tree Trimming Task Force member John Paul Moore 
then gave the latest updates in the ongoing struggle 
with Austin Energy. Neighborhood representatives met 
at the end of July with City Manager Toby Futrell, who 
seemed to show a clear understanding that the central 
issue is how much clearance from their lines AE is de-
manding. John said that Austin Energy shows evidence 
of being an agency in disarray, with their forestry staff 
and contractors out of control. In one case, Juan Garza 
of AE said that John Kerr received a letter on June 28th 
from Cheryl Neely regarding proposed replacement of 
utility poles in the Hancock area, and seemed complete-
ly unaware that John was the president of HPNA and not 
HNA. In any case, John Kerr said HPNA has received no 
letter of this kind. HNA representative Carolyn Palaima 
said that AE and Asplundh personnel have been tagging 
trees again without having notified neighborhood asso-
ciations in advance as recommended by the task force. 
The city manager agreed that Asplundh’s past quality 
of work is an big issue, which will probably be exam-
ined during the contract award process which goes to 
City Council on July 18th. John Paul recommended that 
all neighbors continue to resist high-pressure tactics be-
ing used by Asplundh and AE personnel to get consent to 
chop away at our urban forest. He said that help is com-
ing with adoption of the task force’s recommendations. 
He presented a resolution to the meeting calling for an 
immediate moratorium on AE trimming and removal un-
til AE has complied with its agreement to notify involved 
neighborhood associations before any planned circuit 
vegetation maintenance work planning has begun. Sam 
Waring moved and Lorre Weidlich seconded. The motion 
passed on a show of hands.

Carol Burton reported on the recent incident in which 
a Parks & Recreation crew completely cut down the ma-
ture rose bushes in the traffic circle at 42nd and Avenue 
G. The shrubbery was chopped down due to a communi-

August Meeting Minutes...
         …cont’d from page 1

Continued on page 10



Realty
Reality

Ask the Experts!

Let Mark put his knowledge and experience to 
work for you!  Next time you see him around the 
neighborhood, please don’t hesitate to stop and 
ask that realty-related question that’s been on 
your mind.  After all- it’s not just his job… It’s his 
pleasure!  Of course, your phone calls and emails 
are always welcome.
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From investment lending to First Time Buyer programs and 
everything in between, including refinancing, Russ will find 
the best fit for you.  Just thinking about it or have a general 
question?  Great!  Make the call or drop him an email today!

Russell Laing, Loan Officer
russ@bmcloans.com

512.347.1500 Office / 512.497.6966 Cell
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Evergreen University
Guilford College

cation failure within PARD that has since been remedied. 
They have replanted the circle with small ground-cov-
er plants to stop erosion and are watering on a five-day 
schedule. Once the extent of damage can be assessed, 
about the end of September, they will replant as required. 
Carol also noted that all traffic-circle vegetation in the 
neighborhood is showing drought stress, and asked for 
helpers to learn how to use the watering devices installed 
in the circles, which are tricky to use. She also suggested 
that for the future, HPNA might consider the options of 
an Adopt-a-Circle program, appropriating funds to hire 
someone to maintain the vegetation privately, or sched-
uling periodic maintenance days similar to the alley 
cleanup days. No action was taken.

The meeting adjourned at 8:17 PM.

—  Sam Waring

August Meeting Minutes...
         …cont’d from page 8

Hyde Park UMC Celebrates
Open House Month in September

Highlights include: Sept. 10, Love Thy Neighbor, for all of our neighborhood 
friends;  Sept. 17, Wee Worship, especially for kids; Sept. 24, Legacy Sunday: Hon-
oring Our Roots. The name says it all -- HPUMC  will soon be celebrating its 100th 
birthday! For more information, please visit <www.hydeparkmethodist.org> . For 
specific questions, call the church office at 453-4206
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AT THE 38TH & GUADALUPE

TEXADELPHIA LOCATION.

BRING IN THIS
COUPON AND RECEIVE

ONE FREE REGULAR
CHIPS & QUESO.
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Crime Report
             by Carol Welder

— Carol Welder
HPNA Crime and Safety Chair
459-6205, <cjwelder @msn.com>

Now that school is back in session, please remember 
to drive defensively and keep an eye out for the chil-

dren. Our neighborhood streets can get crowded with 
parked cars and, if you are not paying attention, a child 
might walk out in front of your oncoming car.

I have checked with Officer Vargas and he reports 
that graffiti continues to be a big problem. There have 
been promises that the budget for graffiti abatement will 
be increased and now that Assistant Chief McDonald is 
retiring from APD and moving to the City Manager’s of-
fice there is the expectation that this will happen. One of 
McDonald’s top priorities will be to have stronger ordi-
nances, a bigger budget for cleanup and a dedicated APD 
detective to put together cases for prosecution.  

According to the Neighborhood Yahoo Group emails, 
several cars were spray painted with orange paint on 
August 14th on 49th St., between Ave. F and Duval. Offi-
cer Vargas said that only one incident had been reported 
and, after four days, the vehicle had not yet been cleaned. 
It is important that you report a crime when it happens. 
Having the information as soon as possible can make a 
difference in following up on evidence. Officers in the 
southwest area of town caught some “taggers” and were 
able to trace some of their “artwork” on a MySpace.com 
site which they hope to use in prosecuting the offenders.

Officer Vargas said that auto and residence burglaries 
are down overall, but do continue to be an issue. There 
were four arrests of homeless invididuals, which has had 
an impact on the reduction of property crime. You can 
help by making sure that your cars are locked and parked 
off the street, your home doors and windows are locked 
and that you keep a watchful eye. Noise issues have been 
minimal this summer, but with the return of students, it 
may increase. If noise is a problem, call 911 if the violation 
is in progress and 311 if it is after the fact.

As always, be alert, get to know your neighbors and 
report any suspicious behavior.  
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he would be chosen to design the new Capitol. When 
I first saw the orphanage, I kept my distance because 
it was still actively functioning. Sadly, the institution 
closed in 1942.

Every July throughout its history, members of the 
churches that comprise the missionary association 
would come together from near and far to camp on 
the grounds surrounding the orphanage. Those that 
came by train were advised to take the street car to 
the end of the line in Hyde Park, where they were met 
by wagons for the final leg of their journey. And all 
arrived bringing needed items for the orphanage — 
flour, clothing, all manner of goods. 

During the war years in the early- and mid-1940s , 
there was a proposal that the building be used as a na-
val hospital. The powers-that-be in the city harassed 
the St. Johns community with continuous citations 
for minor infractions to force the sale to developers of 
this large tract of land in what was now a prime lo-
cation. The St. Johns community was annexed by the 
city in 1951 and the building was destroyed by fire in 
1956. The community then moved to a new location 
centered at 7500 Blessing Avenue at Buttermilk Creek, 
where they built schools, a community center and li-
brary, and a tabernacle where members of the St. 
Johns Regular Missionary Baptist Association contin-
ue their tradition of coming together every July.

— W. Eugene George
[ The invaluable help of Karen Riles of the Austin History Center is acknowledged ]

Looking Back: The St. Johns Orphanage

Exploring the environs of Austin on foot was one of my favorite pastimes during my first 
two years as a student at UT, beginning in the fall of 1941 and prior to WW II military 

service. From my lodgings on campus at Brackenridge Hall, I ranged widely, often heading 
north through Hyde Park. Where East 47th Street intersected the railroad track marked the 
city limits and beyond the development was sparse. In fact, coverage in the 1935 Sanborn’s 
Fire Insurance Maps for Austin stopped at East 47th Street — apparently the last year these 
maps were published for Austin.

by W. Eugene George

Annual gathering of the St. Johns Regular Missionary Baptist Association in the fields surrounding the orphanage. Photograph PICA 04421, Austin 
History Center, Austin Public Library.

Imagine my amazement when I came upon the 
imposing structure which housed the St. Johns In-
dustrial Home for Black Orphans surrounded by 
300 acres of agricultural land. Today the locale is 
near Highland Mall on Airport Boulevard. The first 
orphanage was built in 1907 by the St. Johns Regu-
lar Missionary Baptist Association, a group of Black 
churches. Destroyed by fire, it was rebuilt in 1911 as 
designed by John Andrewartha, an architect and civil 
engineer who came to Austin in 1881 in the hope that 

St. Johns Industrial Home for Black Orphans after closing in 1942. 
Photograph PICA 17163, Austin History Center, Austin Public 
Library
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Continued on page 18
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For the past five months the students at Sri At-
mananda Memorial School have been testing Waller 
Creek for pollutants. Our research was made possi-
ble by the Toyota Tapestry Science Grant our school 
received last year. We have learned much about the 
inner workings of the creek, thanks to our research 
and the guest speakers we have had throughout the 
year.  One of the most fascinating discoveries was the 
fact that there are stretches of wetland that exist along 
the banks of the creek.

According to Mike Lyday, an employee of the City 
of Austin’s Parks and Wildlife Organization, the type 
of wetland in the part of the creek stretching from just 
south of Park Blvd. to 41st street, where the Sri At-
manada Memorial School campus is, is an adjacent 
wetland. We ascertained it was a wetland by observ-
ing the vegetation present in the area.

For the purposes of wetland classification, plants 
are divided into five categories: Obligate Upland, Fac-

The Wetland in Waller Creek
(Note: The author of this piece, now a senior at Sri Atmananda School, wrote this report in April of her junior year.)

Waller Creek is one of Austin’s most distinct and precious waterways.  The creek, which 
runs through much of historic Austin, including Hyde Park, the University of Texas 

campus, and downtown, provides an aesthetically pleasing vista for residents and tourists 
alike.  Aside from its beauty, the creek is a home for plants, animals, and a mid-migration rest 
stop for ducks, egrets, and on rare occasions, a great blue heron.

ultative Upland, Facultative, Facultative Wetland, and 
Obligate.  Obligate Upland plants almost never occur 
naturally in wetland areas; Facultative Upland plants 
usually occur in non-wetland areas but can sometimes 
be found in wetlands; Facultative plants occur in wet-
lands 34-66% of the time; Facultative Wetland plants 
occur in wetlands most of the time, yet can be found 
in other environments; Obligate plants are found in 
wetlands over 99% of the time.  When using botany 
as the sole determinant for whether or not an area is a 
wetland, over 50% of the vegetation must be Faculta-
tive, Facultative Wetland, or Obligate.

After surveying the stretch of Waller Creek that 
runs through the Sri Atmananda Memorial School 
campus, we found more wetland plants than expect-
ed; these include black willows, sedge, watercress, 
water speedwell, and water dock.  These plants are all 
from the Facultative, Facultative Wetland, or Obligate 
categories.



Page 16 — September, 2006 — Pecan Press Pecan Press — September, 2006 — Page 17 

�������7

Fine Properties Available

Lin Team. Old Austin REALTOR®
Helping people save old Austin...

 one house at a time. 

THE KINNEY COMPANY
Real Estate Services

www.TheKinneyCompany.com

Enjoy a quiet creek-side oasis near St. David’s, UT.  
This French Country house by interior designer Gay 
Ratliff is done with style and grace inside and out.  
Three bedrooms (or two with study), 2 baths, 2-car 
garage.  725 E 32nd.          Now $499,500 
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Hyde Park Poets

You’re a Bit Overbearing
My cultural DNA drips from your fingertips.
No need to try.  It’s in your nature.
Wherever you go, whatever you do, 
at every moment you skip stones across
the still water of my life, and at each impact
your pebbles spread a widening circle,
washing over me, defining what I mistook
for myself.  You’re in here with me, 
and I blame you for every mistake I make. 

— Robert Cogswell

It came as a surprise, after learning how endan-
gered wetlands are, that there was one right on our 
school’s campus. Wetlands have been under siege 
for many years and the situation is quickly reaching 
a point of no return as far as wetland conservation, 
preservation, and restoration are concerned. For many 
years, wetlands were considered as useless, so when 
possible they were filled in and used for farming and 
other agricultural purposes. In actuality, wetlands are 
invaluable parts of any environment.  Not only do 
wetlands provide homes for countless birds, insects, 
fish, and plants, but they are also important as far as 
water and air purification are concerned.

Wetlands absorb excess nutrients like nitrate nitro-
gen and phosphate, from waterways.  In very small 
amounts, nitrate nitrogen and phosphate are helpful 
to a creek; however, in excess they can have very neg-
ative effects.  

Whether manifesting as an adjacent wetland, a 
marsh, or a cypress swamp, wetlands help to main-
tain a balanced ecosystem. The wetland in Waller 
Creek is vital to the creek’s well-being.  It is our re-
sponsibility, as a community, to preserve our wetland 
and our creek.

— Marianne Shea 

Wetland in Waller Creek...
         …cont’d from page 16



Page 18 — September, 2006 — Pecan Press Pecan Press — September, 2006 — Page 19 

���������������������������
������������������������������������������

����������������������
����������������������
�����������������������������������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������������������������������
������

����������������������
��������������������
���������������������������������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������

������������������������
���������������
������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������������

����������������������
���������������
�����������������������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������������������������������

�����������������������
��������������������
��������������������������������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������������

����������������������������
��������������������
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������������������

���� �����������������
���������������������������������������������������

����������������

����

����

����

����

����




