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	 Krimelabb crime data web resource, 
Jack Darby

	 National Night Out: October 5th at 
Shipe Park

	 City-proposed changes to Design 
Standards in Local Historic District 
Application (vote)

	 Update on pocket park proposed for 
3801 Duval

See You There!

These three owlets left their 
nest box (or “fledged”) during the 
first week of May — although not 
without drama. Since a micro vid-
eo camera exists inside their nest 
box, we could watch their attempts 
to leave the nest and enter the out-
side world. One by one they would 
crawl up the side of the nest box 
and and peer out the entry/exit 
hole; then they would drop back 
down into the box to be with their 
siblings. Occasionally, they would 
fight over who got to view the 
world.

Who Gives a Hoot? An Update

Owl Together Now...Four, in Fact!  Photo by Carol Burton

Note: When last we checked (“Owl the News That’s Fit to Print,” May 2010 issue), 
three fuzzy young owlets had recently made their planetary debut in a nest at a still-un-
disclosed location in Hyde Park. Since then our faithful cub (well, owl, actually) reporter 
Amon Burton has been keeping an attentive eye on how the Hoo-Dat household is doing, 
and he recently filed this report:)

The accompanying photograph shows three juvenile 
eastern screech owls and their mother perched in a pecan 

tree in Hyde Park. The juveniles are about three months old, 
and they have already achieved their full height of 7-8 inches. 
The father is likely in a nearby tree.

I should mention that the owl-
et who first emerges from its egg 
shell gets the lion’s share of food 
and becomes the largest. When the 
parents return at night to make 
food deliveries, it isn’t apportioned 

The Saga of 
Saving Fire 
Station # 9

The story which follows 
is a legend retold in 

celebration of the heroic acts 
of neighbors who have made 
Hyde Park what it is today 
— those people who cared 
enough to take a stand. 

Walter and Dorothy Richter 
moved to 3901 Avenue G in Hyde 
Park in the 1960s. A few years later 
in the early 70s, Dorothy rode her 
son Gary’s bicycle to Fire Station # 
9 to register it, as a theft prevention 
measure. The firemen told her, “It 
is a good thing you came now. This 
station will be closed in a week or 
so.” A Fire Station Master Plan, de-
vised by the then-City Manager 
Lynn Andrews, and approved by 
the City Council at the time, direct-
ed that the work of three smaller 
inner city stations, including #9, be 

Landmark Commis-
sion Approves LHD 
for Hyde Park — see 
story, p. 10
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Steering Committee Members (re-
turning):

Wanda Penn
Mark Fishman
Stan Kozinsky
Paula Rhodes
Dorothy Richter
John Moore
David Conner (Immediate Past 

President-ex-officio)
New Steering Committee Nomi-
nees:

Rich  MacKinnon
Eric Stumberg

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association
P. O Box 49427 • Austin, TX 78765

http://www.austinhydepark.org

— HPNA Officers/Steering Committee —
President  
• David Conner• daypaycon@yahoo.com .............................. 627-0813
Co-Vice Presidents 
• Cynthia Majors Lyons • majorslyon@homesinaustin.net ... 407-8080 
• Lisa Harris • Ljharrisus@yahoo.com................................... 467-2504
Co-Secretaries • Denise Girard • dmgirard@grandecom.net................ 
• Sally Robey • hotelrobey@aol.com............................... 956-536-1544
Co-Treasurers • Carol Jackson • caroljackson@austin.rr.com  
I Jay Aarons • ijaarons@aol.com • PO Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765
Additional Steering Committee Members: • Dorothy Richter • Stan 
Kozinzky • Wanda Penn • Kent Rosivi • Paula Rhodes • Mark Fishman

HPNA Committee/Task Forces (w/chairs)
AISD • Ann S. Graham, 3815 Ave H..............................................458-8096
Alley Coordinator • Carol Burton, skywash@austin.rr.com........................
Austin Neighborhoods Council Rep. • Lisa Harris, ljharrisus@yahoo.com
Beautification 	..................................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Children’s Programs • ....................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Church/Neighborhood Liaison • Niyata Spelman, 3802 Ave. F.	459-8349
Communications/Web • Robin Silberling, robin@wcook.org......452-1783
Crime & Safety • Carol Welder, cjwelder@msn.com...................459-6205
Development Review  
Catherine Moore, chmoore@austin.rr.com ....................................569-1047
Finance • Nick Van Bavel, nvb123@yahoo.com..........................................
Graffiti Patrol ..................................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
Homes Tour • Barbara Gibson, bg@ghrdlaw.com........................................
Membership • Jim & Eileen Genevro, jgenevro@earthlink.net....401-3803
Neighborhood Planning • Karen McGraw, 4315 Ave. C .............459-2261
Local Historic District • Lorre Weidlich, lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com	
Shipe Park • 	 Mark Fishman, mlfishman@gmail.com................656-5505
Sidewalks • Michelle Lee, michelle_lee7@hotmail.com..............................
Social • Deaton Bednar, deatonbednar@grandecom.net...............................
Tree Preservation • JP Moore, johnpaulmoore@austin.rr.com ....789-7025
Triangle Development • Cathy Echols, 4002 Ave. C....................206-0729
Zoning • Dorothy Richter, 3901 Ave. G.........................................452-5117

Pecan Press
The Pecan Press is published monthly

by the Hyde Park Neighborhood Association in Austin, Texas.
Note: Each month’s ad and editorial deadline is 

the 15th of month preceding publication.

Editor
Grant Thomas 450-0464 <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>

Associate Editor
Sarah Sitton 459-4530 207 E. 39th St.

Poetry Editor
Nancy Taylor Day 892-0127 <poemmom@gmail.com>  

4001 Duval (Salon) 78751

Crime & Safety Chairman 
Carol Welder <cjwelder@msn.com>

Production Manager/Advertising Director
Robert M. Farr 731-0617 <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>

Mail Ad Payments to:  
Carol Jackson. P.O. Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765

Mail Ad Artwork to:
Robert M. Farr <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>
7500 Chelmsford Dr. Austin,TX 78736

Distribution Coordinator
Rimas Remeza • 4105 Ave. F • 371-3158 

 <rimasx@yahoo.com>

Area Coordinators
North of 45th/West of Duval • Pam Dozler......................... 458-8927
North of 45th/East of Duval • Jay Gerard & Carrie Laughlin 	371-1546
South of 45th/West of Speedway • Robert Morris & Kathryn Kotrla...	
	  .................................................................................. 371-7246
South of 45th/East of Speedway • Martha Campbell.......... 452-2815

Contributors
Glen Alyn, Candy Gray Becker, Cynthia Beeman, Laurence Becker, Deaton 
Bednar, Mary Collins Blackmon, George Bristol, Chris Brown, Sharon 
Brown, Lewis Brownlow, Mark Burkhardt, Amon Burton, Martha Campbell, 
Inga Marie Carmel, Josephine Casey, Nicole Caspers, Kitty Clark, Betsy 
Clubine, Elsy Cogswell, Carol Cohen Burton, William Cook, Susan Crites 
Krumm, Celeste Cromack, Rob D’Amico, Herb Dickson, Avis Davis, Don 
Davis, Pam Dozler, Cathy Echols, Mark Fishman, Fred Florence, Merle 
Franke, Gregory Free, Larry Freilich, Eugene George, Mary Carolyn 
George, Barbara Gibson, Larry Gilg, Susan Gilg, Ann S. Graham, Carolyn 
E. Grimes, Lisa Harris, Anne Hebert, Rachel Hector, Ben Heimsath, Albert 
Huffstickler, Cynthia Janis, Liz Jones, John Kerr, Susan Kerr, Bo Kersey, 
Susan Kirk, Dennis Lensing, Jeff Lewis, Karen McGraw, Sharon Majors, 
Jason Mann, Libby Malone, Alan Marburger, Peter Maxson, Brook Meggs, 
Elaine Meenehan, Fred Meredith, Susan Moffat, John Paul Moore, Patty 
Mora, Jack Nokes, Jill Nokes, Wren Nokes Willeford, Wanda Penn, Cecil 
Pennington, Linda Pennington, Peter Pfeiffer, Dorothy Richter, Walter 
Richter, Kristen De La Rosa, Steve Sadowsky, Mark Sainsbury, Mary 
Lou Serafine, Jaime Shimkus, Cathy Short, Sarah Sitton, Thad Sitton, 
Clay Smith, Niyianta Spelman, Jenna Stephens, Julie Strong, Kathleen 
Strong, Debbie Trammell, Rollo Treadway, Lao Tzu, Jennifer Vickers, 
Katie Vignery, Sandra Villalaz-Dickson, Lorre Weidlich, Adam Wilson, 
Hanna Wiseman Jacobs, Joe Wiseman, Hermelinda Zamarripa.

From the President’s Desk:
Introducing: HPNA Officer Nominees!

Hello Neighbors, it’s that time again for the nominations of the new leaders for the Hyde 
Park Neighborhood Association.  The Nominating Committee has informed me that this 

is the proposed  slate of nominees for the 2010-11 Association Year:
President: Lisa Harris
Co-Vice President: Cynthia Lyon 
(returning)
Co-Vice President: John Williams
Co-Secretary: Sam Waring
Co-Secretary:  open (working on 
nominee!)
Co-Treasurer: I J Aarons (return-
ing)
Co-Treasurer: Carol Jackson (re-
turning) —	 David Conner	

HPNA President	
<daypaycon@yahoo.com>
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The election of officers for 
the Hyde Park Neighborhood 
Association will take place in 
the October 4th neighborhood 
association meeting. We encourage 
neighbors’ enthusiastic support 
of these nominees. With this 
sort of excellent leadership, we 
look forward to an exciting and 
productive year for the HPNA!
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Send in your articles, letters, and photos (but not your 
poetry*) by the 15th of each month to:

	 Editor, Pecan Press
	 4106 Avenue F
	 Austin, TX 78751
	 <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>

*Send your poems to: 
	 Nancy Taylor Day
	 4001 Duval
	 Austin 78751
	 <poemmom@gmail.com>

We Welcome Your Submissions to Pecan Press

Note: The Pecan Press will not publish unsigned/unattributed poetry. All poems (even if written under a pen 
name) must carry a name and address or phone number for identification and verification purposes.

Please enclose a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope for return of your 
materials.

—	 David Conner	
HPNA President	
<daypaycon@yahoo.com>

handled by larger stations with ladder trucks. Thus 
the Hyde Park station at Speedway and 43rd Street 
was scheduled for closure. Upon reading the minutes 
of that council’s decision, Dorothy Richter discovered 
that there had been no public hearing and very little 
discussion by the council, hence no public awareness 
of their decision.

An assistant fire chief provided Dorothy with 
a map of the Master Plan. (As luck would have it, 
the fire chief, an advocate of the plan and reputedly 
uncooperative, was out of town, hence unavailable.) 
In reviewing the plan, contradictions became 
apparent that had been overlooked by the planners 
and decision makers. The three larger stations 
designated to provide service to the Hyde Park area 
were prohibited from doing so by regulations stated 
in the plan — the mandated three minute response 
time, aka the so-called barriers.

Regarding Station # 3 on 30th Street : The route 
that Truck #3 would take to reach Hyde Park via 
Speedway was prohibited from traveling up the steep 
incline on one-block-long University Avenue, but 
alternate routes would not be timely... Prohibited.

Regarding Station # 12 on Hancock : The route 
would cross major arterials such as Burnet Road, 
Lamar Boulevard and Guadalupe, with inevitable 
traffic delays... Prohibited.

Regarding Station # 14 at 4305 Airport : The 
route would necessitate crossing railroad tracks... 
Prohibited.

The firemen at Station # 9 helped by testing 
“running time,” and thereby determining that it 
would be impossible for any of the three designated 
stations to respond to emergencies in Hyde Park 
within the mandated three minutes. They also 
informed Dorothy that the question of the station’s 
closing had been placed on the agenda for the next 
City Council meeting by Betty J. Peterson, who 
operated a day nursery at 4112 Avenue D.

With just two weeks to go before the scheduled 
meeting, a plan of action began to take shape, with 
publicizing the issue a priority. When Dorothy 
contacted the Austin American-Statesman, however, 

the editor — a golf buddy of the City Manager — 
said, “ There is no story.” (Good ol’ boyism at work 
in Austin?) Undeterred, Dorothy proceeded to stage a 
newsworthy demonstration, undeniable in its charm 
and simplicity. A parade of children on tricycles and 
bicycles circled round Station # 9 displaying signs 
bearing the message “ Councilmen, councilmen, save 
my station!” — a variant on “Firemen, firemen, save 
my child!” And she made sure the news media were 
present. Photographs and stories appeared in the 
newspaper and on television. The children’s crusade 
received good coverage from a young reporter on 
the Statesman by the name of Ben Sargent, who 
went on to become a Pulitzer Prize-winning editorial 
cartoonist. Soon thereafter, a well-attended town 
meeting was held at the Hyde Park Baptist Church. 
Those in attendance received contact information 
for members of the City Council which they were 
encouraged to use. Walter Richter also had 1000 
flyers printed, which were distributed at the meeting 
and throughout the area with the help of a retired 
policeman.

On the day of the council meeting, Station #9 
advocates overflowed the small auditorium of the old 
council chambers on 9th Street. The three appointed 
speakers were Dorothy, wearing a borrowed fireman’s 
hat, who announced, “ If Station #9 closes, our Hyde 
Park neighbors will have to become firemen and put 
out their own fires”; Miguel Gonzalez-Gerth of 4109 
Avenue G, an accomplished poet and professor of 
Spanish at UT-Austin; and Forest Edwards of 4309 
Avenue G. With no handicap access, Edwards, a 
paraplegic, had been carried in his wheel chair up 
several flights of steps to the council chamber. He 
related that he and his German-born wife, Agnes, had 
moved to Hyde Park to be near to Station # 9 , having 
had a fire scare in another location. Agnes, a skilled 
statistician, did invaluable research for the cause. The 
mayor, Roy Butler, then announced that the council 
had met in a work session the night before and voted 
not to close Station # 9. Council members Dryden, 
Lebermann and Nichols were especially sympathetic. 
A newspaper editorial the next day reported that “the 

The Saga of Saving Fire Station # 9...­
­						      …cont’d from page 1

Continued on page 4
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council had buckled under to citizen protest.” But 
editorial or no, Station #9 remained open!

A related and more recent example of Dorothy’s 
vigilance and tenacity concerned the ancient pecan 
tree in front of Station # 9 on 43rd Street between 
the fire engine egress and the alley — a tree which 
even then bore a metal marker as a City of Austin 
Registered Tree (1976). In order to provide eight 
parking spaces for the firemen, a bulldozer was at 
work excavating two to four feet down to prepare a 
base for the parking area when Mrs. Richter arrived 
on the scene. Cutting down the tree was not part of 
the plan, but its death would have been assured, since 
its roots would be covered with impervious material. 
She asked the operator of the bulldozer, “ How do 
you expect this tree to get nourishment ?” He replied, 
“Lady, I have a job to do.” Her reply was, “I go with 
the next scoop!” She held her ground until the noon 
lunch break, when she was able to phone City Hall. 
By one o’clock persons of authority had assembled 
and another tragedy was averted. The existing 
parking lot off the alley was built to the design of 
Dorothy Richter. Because of this incident, shortly 
thereafter the City Council passed a tree preservation 
ordinance which had long been advocated by 
Councilmember Margaret Hoffman.

The need for vigilance persists. Station # 9 has 
been on the “chopping block” several times since 
these earlier incidents — most recently saved by 
the firemen , who accepted a salary cut rather than 
be transferred The annual Fire Station Festival in 
October (see next month’s issue for more details) is an 
opportunity for Hyde Parkers to express their pride 
and appreciation for their station and, at the same 
time, send a message to the City Council each year 
at budget adoption time. Let us all say thank you 
every time we hear Engine # 9 go forth to help one of 
our neighbors in need. Where would we be without 
them?

—	 Mary Carolyn George

(Note: A related article by Mary Carolyn, telling us more about the 
long, proud history of Station #9, will appear in next month’s issue. We 
thank her for her excellent research and reportage, reminding us of the 
instrumental role that the vigilance of Dorothy and other neighbors has 
played in the Station’s survival and success.)

Saving Fire Station # 9...­
­		 		    …cont’d from page 3
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Hyde Park Handyman
Big or Small, We Do it All

PETE REED

20 Years Experience
Free Estimates
(512) 736-6539

Open House: Sept 23, 6pm

College Prep, Fine Arts
www.griffinschool.org

“Best Place to Be Yourself in School”
- Austin Chronicle Best of Austin Award

Crime Report
             by Carol Welder

—	 Carol Welder, Chair, HPNA 	
Crime and Safety Committee	
<cjwelder@msn.com> 459-6205

This year, National Night Out will be on 
Tuesday, October 5th. Please mark your 

calendar now to join your neighbors for a 
community event at Shipe Park from 6:00  
8:00 pm. 

National Night Out is designed to heighten 
crime and drug prevention awareness, generate 
support and participation in crime efforts, strengthen 
neighborhood spirit and police-community relations 
and send a message to criminals letting them know 
that our neighborhoods are organized and fighting 
back.

As part of the evening, there will be information 
on how you can get involved in our Neighborhood 
Watch Program. Come visit with Block Captains 
about how you can help raise awareness of crime 
prevention in our community. Beginning at around 
6 pm, neighbors will gather at Shipe Park for pizza, 
drinks, and lots of fun activities for adults and kids.  
We plan to have music, hula hoops, giveaways for 
those who attend, and crime prevention information 
available for you to take home. We have requested 
a visit from APD, Austin Fire Department, EMS and 
Code Compliance and hope to get representatives 
to come by and visit for awhile. This evening is a 
great opportunity for citizens and law enforcement 
to partner up against crime. It is time to show the 
criminal element that we are not going to just sit back 
and let crime occur in our neighborhood. 

From 8:00–9:00 we are asking neighbors to walk 
the avenues Please plan to bring a flashlight. Turn 
your porch light on, lock your doors and spend the 
evening with us in and around Hyde Park. As always, 
be aware of any suspicious activity and call 911 if you 
witness something out of the ordinary. Our new APD 
District Representative is Josh Metteauer. His email 
is <joshua.metteauer@ci.austin.tx.us> and his phone 
number is 974-8124.

HYDE PARKHYDE PARKHYDE PARK
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
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equally. It is first come, first served. And “first come” 
means whoever is largest. The last owlet to hatch is 
lucky to survive, and very often doesn’t.

The largest owlet fledged one evening in early 
May shortly after dark. It peered out the entry hole 
and then jumped onto a nearby tree limb. After look-
ing around it began climbing up the limb to a cluster 
of leaves high in the pecan tree. I later learned that 
one of the parents was probably up there encouraging 
it to come on up and hide in the leaves. At the time 
owlets fledge they still cannot fly; or if they can it is 
only for a very short distance.

The following night the middle sized owlet 
decided it was time to leave. However, the next morn-
ing we found it under a bush five yards from the 
nest tree. It had tried to fly and glided down to the 
ground. It was lucky to find cover under that bush 
and avoid the neighbor’s cat. We returned it to the 
nest box to rejoin the smallest owlet who had been 
alone all night for the first time. By the afternoon both 
owlets in the nest box were doing a head bobbing rou-
tine, a practice we had previously observed. Not sure 
why, but owlets jive. 

When night arrived, the second owlet who had 
unsuccessfully tried to fledge the previous night once 
again departed out onto a limb--this time successful-
ly. The smallest owlet was alone again that night and 
all the next day. After it became dark this little owlet 
kept going up to the hole expecting mother to appear 
with food. She didn’t come. Finally, the owlet gave 
up and dropped back down into the nest box. In fact, 
the parents often try to force the owlets to fledge by 
withholding food. To our surprise, just before dawn 
the smallest owlet quickly jumped out of the nest 
box onto the same limb that the other two owlets had 
used. A few hours later we saw it in the top of the tree 
with one of the parents by its side.

After fledging, owlets stay with their parents for 
several months. One day in July we discovered the 
three owlets and mother roosting in a nearby pecan 
tree and we took this photograph. Each morning they 
returned to roost all day, and just before dark the owl-
ets would fly around our backyard for 5-10 minutes 
hunting for bugs or mice. One morning in mid-Au-
gust they didn’t appear. They had dispersed to find 
their own separate territories in which to live. Now, 
only the mother appears in the morning and sits alone 
in the tree, waiting in the safety of the pecan tree shel-
ter until night when she can resume hunting.

—	 Amon Burton

Who Gives a Hoot?...­
­		 		    …cont’d from page 1
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First Week 
Unlimited $20

First Month 
Unlimited $60
(NEW STUDENT OFFER)
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Working Hands 
Construction

Minor to Moderate Repairs and Remodeling
Decks, Fences and Custom Woodwork

Pain-in-the-Neck Problems Solved
Friendly, Affordable, Hyde Park Based

Call Matthew Young 419-7650

Jay Bolsega, Architect
Currently seeking clients to assist with residential 

remodels, additions, and new construction

512-495-6515

. .
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NO TIME LIKE THE PRESENT

TO KEEP YOUR FUTURE

ON TRACK.

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

NO TIME LIKE THE PRESENT TO
KEEP YOUR FUTURE ON TRACK.

Now is the time to schedule your free portfolio review. Call or visit today.

1 column x 6 inches

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Time can have an affect
on your investments.
Fortunately, a portfolio
review will allow you to
check on their progress
and ensure they’re still
on track with your goals.

That’s why you should
schedule your free
portfolio review now.
Call or visit today.

NO TIME LIKE THE PRESENT
TO KEEP YOUR FUTURE

ON TRACK.
Lots of times, changes in life also affect your investments.
That’s why there’s never been a better time to schedule
your free portfolio review. We’ll talk about the changes in
your life, and help you decide whether it makes sense to
revise your investments because of them.

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

A portfolio review will help ensure your investments
are keeping pace with your goals. Call your local
financial advisor today.

Judith S Girard
Financial Advisor
.

4101 Guadalupe Street
Suite 600
Austin, TX 78751
512-323-0060

Hazardous Waste 
Collection
First English Lutheran Church to Serve as  
Hazardous Waste Collection Site on Oct. 2

Hazardous waste is present in nearly 
every household, and most people are 

aware of the fact that such waste needs to 
be disposed of in ways that do not harm the 
environment. The city of Austin provides a 
facility for such disposal, but its location and 
limited open hours make it difficult for many 
people to use the facility.

The Task Force for the Environment of First 
English Lutheran Church (one block east of Trudy’s 
Restaurant), is planning an event that will assist the 
congregation members — and neighbors of First 
English — to dispose properly of their household 
hazardous waste.  On Saturday, October 2, from 
8:00 to 10:00 a.m. people are invited to bring their 
hazardous waste to the church’s parking lot, where 
pickup trucks will haul it safely to the city’s facility. 
Items must be brought only between the hours of 8:00 
and 10:00 a.m. on that day, since the congregation 
cannot store any hazardous materials. The Task Force 
will welcome volunteers to assist in loading the 
trucks.  All who participate will be greeted with coffee 
and refreshments.

The city collection facility will receive items only 
from residences in Austin and Travis County.  For 
this initial outreach project by the congregation, we 
ask that items be limited to the following: batteries, 
oil, paint, and antifreeze only.  No medical waste. All 
items must be labeled, and must be secure in their 
containers to avoid spillage.

This is an early notice so that people may have 
time to take stock of unused hazardous materials 
and be ready to dispose of them safely on October 2. 
Please note the date and time on your calendar.  If you 
have questions, please feel free to contact me at 452-
0414, and/or <merleginna@att.net> 

—	  Merle Franke
(Editor’s Note: Good Neighbor Franke, a former HPNA President and 
Pecan Press editor, served for twenty years as Pastor of First English 
Lutheran.)



Suzee Brooks, REALTOR®

mobile 512.740.5771 • office 512.499.0499 • fax 512.499.0460 • suzee@lyonrealestate.net

www.227turkeydrive.com

Nature+Architecture=Living In Art

300’ Pedernales River Frontage
227 Turkey Drive • Dripping Springs 78620
FOR SALE mls 4389019 $1,200,000

jackalope ranch

5420 Montview Street    $669,900

3212 Breeze Terrace     $300,000

1306 Harriet Court        $249,500
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1000 E 41st St
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Pecan Press is on-line at
<www.austinhydepark.org>

Joe Zakes

Residential Remodeling
From Additions to Repairs

apcaustin.com

              scooters + market

              Loved by nature.
               Fun, affordable electric scooters. 

           Zero emission. Great maneuverability. 
  Low maintenance. Economical. Incredible performance.

         Visit us at the Triangle.
     4616 Triangle Ave, Ste 403 • Austin, TX 78751  
  512.796.0301 •www.electricavenuescooters.com
  

���������
��������
��������

������������������������
�����������������������
�������������������
��������������

��������
�������������

The Local Historic 
District Corner
Writer’s note: This column will appear regularly while the 
Local Historic District project is underway. If you have 
any questions or concerns about local historic districts that 
you would like addressed, please get in touch: <lweidlich@
mail2sevenseas.com> or 300-2228.

Another Red Letter Day for Hyde Park

On August 23, the Historic Landmark 
Commission voted unanimously to 

support the Hyde Park Local Historic 
District. 

It was quite an evening. The meeting began at 7, 
but the public hearing for our district did not begin 
until around 9:30. Speaking in favor were myself, 
Merle Franke, Wanda Penn, Mary Carolyn George, 
Deaton Bednar, Lin Team (speaking for the Heritage 
Society of Austin), David Conner, and Dorothy 
Richter. Several people spoke in opposition, including 
some who wanted blocks removed from the proposed 
district because of low owner support on those 
particular blocks. Our rebuttal was that those blocks 
were included because of their high percentage of 
contributing structures. Laurie Limbacher, chair of the 
Commission, was in agreement. Boundaries are not 
drawn based on owner support but based on historic 
and architectural considerations; owner support is 
accumulated over the entire district.

This victory followed a busy month. Our 
first appearance before the Historic Landmark 
Commission, in July, was postponed for a month 
due to a notification error on the part of the city. We 
also had a meeting with city staff about our design 
standards. In order to make them legally airtight, the 
city attorney required some changes. We made the 
minimum changes required.

We are now anticipating our appearance before 
the Planning Commission and City Council. In the 
meantime, talk to your neighbors. If they haven’t 
yet signed in support, ask them to do so. The more 
supporters, the better!

—	 Lorre Weidlich	
Chair, Hyde Park Local Historic District 
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Lucien, Stirling and Gray  
Advisory Group, Inc. 

CONGRATULATIONS!

Every single one of our advisors is featured in the
September 2010 issue of Texas Monthly magazine 

as a FIVE STAR Wealth Manager SM!

“Life is full of riches. Your relationship with
a trusted advisor should be the same.” 

Thank you for your confidence and trust!

4005 Guadalupe · Austin, TX  78751 
(512) 458-2517 

www.lsggroup.com 

“Smart Decisions About Serious Money” 

Located in the Historic John Rutledge House 

In Hyde Park since 1992 

With Grande’s Game-Winning
Triple Plays, you’ll never lose!

“Grande brings a new level of value to the game with
  their bundled services. That’s why I chose Grande.”
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THE KINNEY COMPANY

Real Estate Services
www.TheKinneyCompany.com

Vintage Properties for Sale

3911 Duval Street

1917 Bungalow,  3 bed/ 2 bath, wood

floors, high cei lings, modern kitchen

w/skyl ight, detached studio.  Near

Hyde Park shops; bike or bus 13

blocks to  UT .

Mls# 7554654  $399,000

4311 Avenue F 

1935 Bungalow with new foundation,

updated kitchen and baths, high

ce ilings , firep lace , wood  and  Sa ltillo

t ile floors, deck, 3bed/2 bath.  Near

Sh ipe P ark a nd m any am enities .

Mls# 3162881 $439,000

4313 Avenue C

192 3 C lassic  Bu nga low re stored to

perfect ion by architect owners.  Now

2 bed/-1 bath,  the structure is set for

an upstairs master suite.  In the

heart  of Hyde Park, near Shipe Park,

shops and UT shutt le.

Mls# 8573698  $365,000

4308 Avenue F

191 0 V ictorian  that ne eds  com plete

restoration.  It  has good bones and

an excellent lot and location near

Sh ipe P ark s o it is we ll worth m ore

investment.  Estimates of

restoration costs are available.

No  MLS  # yet $359,000

Lin Team, Old Austin Realtor®
     Helping people save Old Austin,

One house at a time...

lteam@austin.rr.com 512-472-1930

A Neighborhood 
Treasure: Helping Hand 
Home for Children

This month we highlight the good work 
and new programs made possible by 

our support of the Helping Hand Home 
for Children.  The home is on 3804 Avenue 
B, right in our neighborhood.   The facility 
provides 24-hour care, supervision and 
treatment for 40+ children ages 4-13 who 
have been abused, neglected or abandoned.  
Your generous donations each year at the 
HPNA’s annual Christmas Party have 
allowed the home to expand services.

This summer the Helping Hand Home introduced 
a variety of new recreational activities. According to 
Julie Freeman, Development Director, the children 
have had few normal recreational experiences so they 
provide ample opportunities “just to be kids”. With 
funding received from individuals, corporate donors 
and foundations, the children  have been introduced 
to activities such as yoga, cooking and art classes, mu-
sic lessons, Spanish classes, gardening, swimming, 
running club, sign language classes and therapeutic 
equestrian activities.

Funding from the Texas Department of Family and 
Protective Services (TDFPS) accounts for approximate-
ly two thirds of the Helping Hand Home’s operating 
budget, but pays only for the basics for the children 
such as food, shelter, clothing, basic child care, and 
medical services.

Our community support, corporate donations and 
grants provide funds for the crucial supplemental ser-
vices that set The Helping Hand Home apart from 
other treatment centers. Please continue to keep the 
children on your Christmas shopping list. For more in-
formation about the Home, and about the way(s) you 
can help support their work, please contact Ms. Free-
man at <jfreeman@helpinghandhome.org>, 600-7891.

—	 Linda Pennington
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Spring Planting at Helping Hand Home. Photo by Taylor Minicucci

HPNA General Meeting: 
August 2, 2010 Minutes

Neighbors gathered in the cafeteria at 
Austin Groups for the Elderly for the 

HPNA August meeting.  
It was very little business and mostly pleasure, 

as ice cream with toppings, mix-ins and cookies 
were provided on one of the first 100 degree days 
of summer  2010.  Representatives of the proposed 
rehabilitation hospital at the 45th and Guadalupe 
corner of the Triangle development were available 
to answer questions and talk about their plans for 
neighbors who were interested. We are awaiting 
confirmation of the rumor that all neighbors in 
attendance were provided with second helpings of ice 
cream.

—	 Denise Girard, HPNA Co-Secretary, 
<dmgirard@grandecom.net>
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Hyde Park Poets
Dear Readers:

One day last month I received an email 
from Kate Dowdy with a lovely haiku enclosed.  
Kate inspired me to ask others to send me 
these small bits of evocative verse. 

Responses follow with thanks from me. 

			   Your poetry editor,
			   Nancy Taylor Day

The Horses of the Wind
The beating of hearts
The wind calls the horse’s name
Horses run wildly

—	 Kate Dowdy (Age 10, Lee 
Elementary

Colors
Creativity
my body is a canvas
new ideas, new art

—	 Bridget Wolfe

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Did you know ?  
 

Students who study 
music perform better in 
math and language in 
elementary school. 
 

Students who study 
music have higher 
average SAT scores. 
 
Source: PBS, Public School 
Review 
 

FELICIA RAINS 
Classical Piano Instruction 
Lessons in the convenience 
of your home. 
 

feliciarains@hotmail.com 

(512) 670-8888 
Now accepting students ages 
4+ for Spring/Summer 2010. 
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PremierRP Realty
Your neighborhood REALTOR
Sales • Investments • Property Management

PremierRP RG
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W. 34th St.

Like Hyde Park,
we are one of a kind.

3401 Guadalupe St.
512.479.9922

www.PRaustin.com Call to
day fo

r a
 FREE

broker’s 
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& 
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Hyde Park Poets

A Table Outside of Dolce Vita
Four haiku for Huff

Here you sat. Here you
wrote. Here you hoped for something
to fill days, a page.

We traded verses,
face to face, and soul to soul.
Minds still talk today.

To be a poet,
you watch, you wait, you bum smokes
and a steaming cup.

We always tumble
into good conversation.
Poems soar above.

—	 Elzy Cogswell

Xeriscape
Orange lantana—
here and there in the oak trees
a cardinal pair

Trying to blossom
once more before summer ends
the mutabilis

—	 Nancy Taylor Day
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REVOLUTIO
N

M
OTORS

REVOLUTIO
N

M
OTORS

FREE
Check Engine Light

Diagnostic Code

o�

SAVE $90

10%
Parts & Labor 

for new customers
on all repairs

*These Coupons May Only Be Used One At A Time

www.revolutionmotors.com

service@revolutionmotors.com
OR

For Bookings

(some restrictions may apply)

512.453.5050

Specializing
and repairs

in the maintenance

for your European Car

vw • audi • saab • mini • bmw • volvo • peugeot • mercedes

(with any repair)

Hyde Park Poets

Hank
The pup stays silent
as he explores my friends’ feet
the smells of the world

—	 Adam Callaway

Break Time
Microwave popcorn
on the deck sun tea brewing,
a crossword undone

—	 Nancy Taylor Day

Season
looking at the trees
waiting for fall to arrive
wishing for a breeze

—	 Heather Weddle

Dusk
Orange, blue, lovely
strong arms, beauty light
calmness comes

—	 Carol Wagner
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www.GWYNDOWS.com
 444-1954

Women Owned and Operated

Commercial and Residential

Great Quality and Affordable

Excellent Customer Service

ECO-friendly And Fully Insured

CALL US FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE !

ARBORTECH
Member of and Certified by The International 

Society of Arboriculture 

Stan Noblett, B. S. Molecular Biology 

940-0705
Residential-Commercial

· Sick Tree Diagnosis         · Pruning 
· Storm Damage               · Removal 
· Ball Moss           · Cabling & Bracing 
· Lot Clearing            · Roof Clearing 
· Appraisal · Native Tree Experts 

Complete Tree Service 

www.arbortech.org
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City Plumbing Company
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
453-1115

Sewer and Water Heater Replacement 
Slab Leaks • Gas Leaks 

Sewer and Drain Cleaning Service 
Repairs • Re-pipes • Remodels

ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

Letters Dept.
On SUVs and Leafblowers

Dear Editor,

Hello. I have lived in Hyde Park for roughly 10 years now. I love it 
here. Though I am not a home owner, (I am still a full-time college 
student) I plan to be one some time in the near future and I hope 
that I find a great house here in Hyde Park.

The reason I am writing this email is because I read the Pecan 
Press every month and I always see things written about gas-
powered leaf blowers and how they are bad for the environment. 
I agree 100%; however, as I was riding my electric (super green) 
moped to school the other day, I couldn’t help but notice all the 
SUVs in front of Hyde Park Baptist School. Tons of neighborhood 
people, driving GAS GUZZLING SUVS. Did I mention that 85% of 
them only had one person inside and only had one child they were 
picking up? Now, I realize that the leaf blower thing is a problem, 
but don’t you think it’s rather hypocritical to complain about 
something like that when half the people in this neighborhood are 
driving vehicles that emit an insane amount of carbon monoxide 
into the atmosphere?? I am forwarding this letter to Austin 
American Statesman and also to the Chronicle. People should 
know, and I am sure they do, that we all need to start being more 
conscientious about what we are doing to our planet. I have talked 
with several home owners in the neighborhood and we have come 
to the conclusion that the real reason people don’t want leaf 
blowers here is because most people are too lazy (or too “good”) to 
do their own yard work, therefore they have to hire landscapers. 
Most of these workers are Hispanic and they are hard-working 
individuals. We firmly believe that the reason the HOA wants leaf 
blowers gone* is because of racial issues. If you really cared about 
the environment, you would address the vehicle issue as well. There 
is NO reason why a person needs to drive an SUV by themselves 
unless they have a huge family or they are hauling things around. 
Don’t you think this is a problem?? I sure do and everyone on my 
block does as well.

I hope that you can take the time to look over the vehicle situation 
and maybe bring it up and make people more aware. I would hate to 
think that the HOA is racist.

Many thanks,
Tiffany Barron

* (Editor’s note: To our knowledge, the HPNA has not taken an official 
position on leafblowers.)
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HybridRealtor@Stanberry.com
 Hyde Park Resident & Neighborhood REALTOR®

Jeff  Baker   619-7421
ABOR, REALTOR®,  Former State Licensed Appraiser 
Also check out JeffBakerArt.biz  

Address: 1619 West 10th Street

CLARKESVILLE at a bargain price! Totally remodeled 2/1 Clarksville bungalow. 
1/2 block from West Lynn. Remodeled to the studs. In the shadow of downtown. 

Address: 1407 Brentwood Street
Listed For: $369,000
Amazing Crestview Remodel.  Over 2400sf 5 bedroom and 3 bathroom home.  
Beautiful hardwoods, fully remodeled kitchen, designer color scheme, recent 
carpet, and HVAC.  All on an over-sized lot with towering trees and a private 
deck.  Plenty of room for a large family AND a home offi  ce. 

Address: 1907A Jentsch Court
Listed For: $249,000
Large 1 story fl oor-plan w/plenty of light and windows. Tile fl ooring, granite 
counters, pecan cabinets, stainless steel appliances, designer scheme and custom 
lighting and hardware. Low $135/month HOA covers front yard lawn care & 
exterior insurance. Rare 2 car garage. Large private backyard. 

Address: 4509 Avenue D
Listed For: $259,000
Stylish bungalow in fabulous location. Features include recent paint and 
refi nished fl oors and large heavily treed yard. Amazing location, just a block 
from Shipe Park, and just blocks from Hyde Park area shops and restaurants. 
Don’t miss this bargain in highly desirable Lee Elementary.

FOR SALE

 

In partnership with solesforsouls, I will be donating 200 pairs of 
shoes for those in need with each real estate transaction. Check out 
soles4souls.org to see how you can get involved! 

Stanberry & Associates is committed to being the best available resource in Central Texas for Buyers, 
Sellers, and Investors looking to make more environmentally-friendly real estate choices. Education in 
matters of sustainable building, development, living and lending practices are a high prioirity to us in 
order that we can serve an increasingly green-minded community. 

www.GreenRealEstateResource.com

COMING SOON

FOR SALE

 

FOR SALE
1907dreamhome.com




