
   When:  7:00 p.m.  
                 Monday, September 10, 2007 
  Where:  Hyde Park United 
                 Meth od ist Church
                 4001 Speedway
     Who:  YOU and your neighbors
     Note:  HPNA general meetings usually  
take place on the fi rst Monday of each month.
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September
Meeting

  Jill Nokes Presents Plan for 
using Austin Energy funds for 
landscaping at Shipe Park & the 
Ney Museum (possible vote)

  Vanguard Design and Build 
presents the Willie Kocurek law 
office project (possible vote)

  Austin Partners in Education 
discusses programs and volunteer 
opportunities

See you there!

HPNA General Meeting 
Agenda for August 6th

Continued on Page 3 Continued on Page 5

Contra danc-
ers have gathered 
at the Recreation 
Center every 
week for 25 or 
30 years (the de-
tails are lost in the 
haze of oral histo-
ry), says Allendale 
resident Dale 
Rempert, who 
has led the group 
for 17 years. He’s 
been an enthusiast 
since the moment 
he was persuaded 
to join a session 30 
years ago and has 
been a caller (self-
taught) for 23 years.
Long line go forward and back!

Picture square dancing and 
you’ll have a basic idea of contra 
dancing. The difference, Rempert 
explains, lies in the formations. 
Square dancers organize in groups 
of four and move in, well, squares. 
But in contra dancing, couples face 
each other in opposing, or con-
trary, lines, which can be as long as 
the room allows. As the dance pro-

Swing that neighbor! Ladies cross and swing your own.

Nervous giggles erupted when the 15 or so members of Austin’s Hill 
Country Explorers club took their fi rst awkward steps. Their Au-

gust 8 outing had brought them to the Hancock Recreation Center for 
lessons in contra dancing, a new experience for most of them. Joining 
them were 8 or 10 regulars, who moved through caller Chuck Roth’s 
steps with ease and enthusiasm.

gresses, each couple interacts with 
many others. Here’s another visu-
al aid: The country dance scenes in 
a movie adaptation of a Jane Aus-
ten novel.

The experience is very social, 
which is a big part of its appeal, 
Rempert notes. It’s also highly en-
ergetic. Live music is a must, so the 
dance is always accompanied by a 
fi ddler and other musicians from 
the Austin Friends of Traditional 
Music.

Contra Dancing: 
Geometry in Motion

Contra Dancers Doing Their Thing at Hancock Recreation Center 
(photo by Dale Rempert)

Come Back to School 
with Austin Partners 
in Education!   

Austin Partners in Education is 
joining us for our September 

meeting.  They will be discussing 
programs APIE offers and specifi c 
ways to volunteer.

I have been personally in-
volved as an APIE mentor since 
2001 and it has been a rewarding 
experience.  The student I have 
worked with for six years is now 
in middle school.   We are looking 
forward to high school and college, 
discussing strategies for success 
from high school study skills to the 
college application process.  The 
time commitment is manageable at 
one hour a week, and the rewards 
are tremendous.

It takes the whole communi-
ty to ensure that every student is 
on the path to graduate from high 
school college-ready. With your 
help, APIE programs can ensure 
that all second-graders are reading 
on grade level, that middle school 
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dalupe, is now open for dinner 
with an extended menu and alco-
holic beverages. 

• Dolce Vita at 43d and Du-
val is now serving breakfast and 
lunch.  They also offer live music 
several nights a week. 

• Dharma Yoga moved into 
the Hyde Park Marketplace and 
offers at least twenty classes a 
week.

• ASTI Trattoria at 43d and 
Duval just celebrated their 7th an-
niversary.

• Blue Moon Glassworks, on 
43d just west of the post offi ce, of-
fers classes for stained glass and 
glass beads. This “mom and pop” 
store also sells glass works by 
Austin artists and creates custom 
stained glass pieces for clients.

• Austin Aqua Sports on Gua-
dalupe is participating in the Lake 
Travis Underwater Cleanup on 
Sept. 9th from 8:30 am to 11:00 am. 
Stop by the shop to register for ei-
ther the scuba or the ground crew 
clean-up.  Volunteers get a free 
lunch and a t-shirt.

• Mother’s Café has started to 
repair the extensive fi re damage 
they suffered, and to rebuild their 
restaurant.  Hopefully, we won’t 
have to wait much longer before 
we can order a Bueno Burger with 
Guac! 

• Hyde Park Bar & Grill now 
offers a frequent diner program.

So, pretend that you’re on va-
cation, and take the time to enjoy 
these and other worthy businesses 
in our area!

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association
P. O Box 49427 • Austin, TX 78765

http://www.austinhydepark.org

— HPNA Steering Committee—
President 
• Elaine Meenehan • elaine.meenehan@gmail.com .............. 323-9772   
Vice President
 • Jennifer Berbas • Jennifer_berbas@yahoo.com .................................
Co-Secretaries • Pam Whittington • pam46@yahoo.com .... 452-9776
• Wendy Taddia • wtaddia@cencorealty.com
Co-Treasurers •  Denise Girard, • girard.d@att.net ............. 454-6584
  • Catherine Moore •  PO Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765
Additional Steering Committee Members: • Wanda Penn • William 
Cook • Stan Kozinzky • John Moore • Karen McGraw • Doris Coward

HPNA Committee/Task Forces (w/chairs)
AISD • Ann S. Graham, 3815 Ave H.............................................458-8096
Alley Coordinator • Carol Burton, skywash@austin.rr.com.......................
Austin Neighborhoods Council Rep. • Lisa Harris, ljharrisus@yahoo.com 
Beautifi cation • Larry Freilich, lmf@earthlink.net......................................
Children’s Programs • ...................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Church/Neighborhood Liaison • Niyata Spelman, 3802 Ave. F. 459-8349
Communications/Web • Robin Silberling, robin@wcook.org ....452-1783
Crime and Safety Chairman • Carol J. Weider, 4101 Ave F.......459-6205
Development Review • Stan Kozinsky, 4604 Ave. G ...................451-4455
Finance • Nick Van Bavel, nvb123@yahoo.com.........................................
Graffi ti Patrol • E. Meenehan, elaine.meenehan@gmail.com .....323-9772 
Homes Tour • Lorre Weidlich, lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com..300-2228
Membership • Doris Coward, dcoward@mail.utexas.edu ...........453-2476
Neighborhood Planning • Karen McGraw, 4315 Ave. C ............459-2261
Local Historic District • Sharon Majors, sharonmajors@grandecom.net ..
Shipe Park •   .................................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Sidewalks • Rob Clinchard, robsold@texas.net...........................................
Social • Deaton Bednar, deatonbednar@grandecom.net ..............................
Tree Preservation • JP Moore, johnpaulmoore@austin.rr.com ...789-7025
Triangle Development • Cathy Echols, 4002 Ave. C ...................206-0729
Zoning • Dorothy Richter, 3901 Ave. G........................................452-5117

Pecan Press
The Pecan Press is published monthly

by the Hyde Park Neigh bor hood Association in Aus tin, Texas.
Editor

Grant Thomas 450-0464 <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>
Associate Editor

Sarah Sitton 459-4530 207 E. 39th St.
Poetry Editor

Nancy Taylor Day 892-0127 <nancy@creativitymoms.com> 
4001 Duval (Salon) 78751

Crime & Safety Chairman 
Carol Welder 459-6205 <cjwelder@msn.com>

Production Manager/Advertising Director
Robert M. Farr 731-0617 <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>

Mail Ad Payments to: 
Denise Girard. P.O. Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765

Mail Ad Artwork to:
Robert M. Farr <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>
7500 Chelmsford Dr. Austin,TX 78736

Note: Each month’s ad and editorial deadline is 
the 15th of month preceding publication.

Distribution Coordinator
Herb Dickson - 400 Towne Park Trail • 206-4426 

<hrdsvd2@sbcglobal.net>
Area Coordinators

North of 45th/West of Duval • Pam Dozler ........................ 458-8927
North of 45th/East of Duval • Jay Gerard & Carrie Laughlin 371-1548
South of 45th/West of Speedway • Robert Morris ............ 371-7246
South of 45th/East of Speedway • Martha Campbell ......... 452-2815

Contributors
Glen Alyn, Candy Gray Becker, Cynthia Beeman, Laurence Becker, Mary 
Collins Blackmon, George Bristol, Chris Brown, Sharon Brown, Lewis 
Brownlow, Kathryn Bryn, Mark Burkhardt, Amon Burton, Martha 
Campbell, Inga Marie Carmel, Josephine Casey, Nicole Caspers, Kitty 
Clark, Carol Cohen Burton, William Cook, Susan Crites Krumm, Celeste 
Cromack, Rob D’Amico, Herb Dickson, Avis Davis, Don Davis, Lynn 
Denton, Pam Dozler, Russell Duke, Cathy Echols, Merle Franke, Gregory 
Free, Larry Freilich, Robert Garrett, Eugene George, Mary Carolyn George, 
Larry Gilg, Susan Gilg, Ann S. Graham, Carolyn E. Grimes, Rachel Hector, 
Ben Heimsath, Sandi Heimsath, Sarah Scott Howard, Albert Huffstickler,  
Liz Jones, Barbara Kelly, John Kerr, Susan Kerr, Bo Kersey, Su s an Kirk, 
Anna Kotecki, Dennis Lensing, Karen McGraw, Sharon Majors, Libby 
Malone, Alan Marburger, Peter Maxson, Brook Meggs, Elaine Meenehan, 
Fred Meredith, Susan Moffat, John Paul Moore, Jack Nokes, Jill Nokes, 
Wanda Penn, Cecil Pennington, Peter Pfeiffer, Dorothy Rich ter, Walter 
Rich ter, Steve Sadowsky, Sheree Scarborough, Jaime Shimkus, Cathy Short, 
Sarah Sitton, Thad Sitton, Julie Strong, Kathleen Strong, Rollo Treadway, 
Lao Tzu, Jennifer Vickers, Katie Vignery,Sandra Villalaz-Dickson, Lorre 
Weidlich, Joe Wise man.

From the President’s Desk:

— Elaine Meenehan
HPNA President
<elaine.meenehan@gmail.com>

Most of us do not go to the 
LBJ Library, the Capitol or the Bob 
Bullock Museum unless we have 
friends or family in town.  The 
same can probably be said about 
many of the businesses in our com-
munity.  It’s easy to take them for 
granted since we see them every 
day.

For those of us who fall into 
this category, here are a few up-
dates that you might have missed:

• NeWorlDeli, in the Hyde 
Park Marketplace at 41st and Gua-

Let’s Mind Our Own Businesses!

How often have you been traveling and someone will say, “You can go there, but that’s not where the lo-
cals go.”?   So, where do the locals go?  What are these mysterious places? Well, we have an abundance 

of them right here in our neighborhood.  I’m not sure exactly how many 
businesses we have in Hyde Park, but I started a list today and so far 
have come up with over 35 local businesses off the top of my head.

HPNA 
membership 

as of Aug. ‘07 
was 273 — 

this year, let’s 
make it even 
bigger, and 

better!
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Send in your articles, letters, and photos (but not your 
poetry*) by the 15th of each month to:

     Editor, Pecan Press
     4106 Avenue F
     Austin, TX 78751
     <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>

*Send your poems to: 
      Nancy Taylor Day
      4001 Duval
      Austin 78751
      <nancy@creativitymoms.com>

We Welcome Your Submissions to Pecan Press

Note: The Pecan Press will not publish unsigned/unattributed poetry. All poems (even if written under a pen 
name) must carry a name and address or phone number for identification and verification purposes.

Please enclose a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope for return of your 
materials.
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math students enter algebra ready to succeed, and 
that high school students are prepared for college.  
Partners in Education programs have been shown to 
measurably increase student achievement.  With pro-
grams in many grade levels and several subject areas, 
our new Partners study group model puts you togeth-
er with five or more volunteers, coaching 3-4 students 
each in the classroom during the school day with the 
teacher present. You can join with your colleagues or 
volunteer on your own and meet new friends.  Our 
students need you to share your time and talent by 
volunteering. Help us put the public in public schools 
by signing up today!
Programs:

Greatest need: Partners in Reading and Compañe-
ros en Lectura (Grade 2 regular and Spanish bilingual 
classes), Partners in Math (Grades 6-10), College 
Readiness (Grades 11-12)

Other Opportunities: Partners in Literature 
(Grades 9-10), Mentoring (All grades), Dell TechKnow 
(Grades 6-8)
Time Commitment:  

50 minutes per week for semester or school year 
(25-30 sessions/year) for most programs.  Locations 
and times vary. Visit <www.austinpartners.org>  for 
more information or contact Meg Robinson: 
<mrobinson@austinpartners.org>  or 637-0900.

Sign up to volunteer today in schools near the 
Hyde Park area and around Austin!

—  Jennifer Berbas
HPNA Vice-President

Austin Partners...
         …cont’d from page 1
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City Plumbing Company
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
453-1115

Sewer and Water Heater Replacement
Slab Leaks • Gas Leaks

Sewer and Drain Cleaning Service
Repairs • Re-pipes • Remodels

ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS
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Hancock Recreation 
Center Offers Something 

for Everybody
With its large footprint at the southeast corner 

of Hyde Park, the Hancock Golf Course is easy to 
find. Not so the Hancock Recreation Center, which 
is mostly hidden from view at the end of a steep 
driveway on 41st near Red River.

The charming building was constructed in 1934 
as the clubhouse of the Austin Country Club, 
founded in 1899 by former mayor Lewis Han-
cock and said to be the first golf club in Texas. A 
replacement for a humbler structure that burnt 
down, the building features materials salvaged 
from UT’s Old Main. The building and property 
were sold to the city in 1946 and became part of 
the Parks Department in 1951.

Today the recreation 
center hosts numer-
ous activities for youth 
and adults, says pro-
gram supervisor Kate 
Tanguis, who began 
working there in 1989 
as a preschool teacher. 
A standout feature is 
the large ballroom, 
whose hardwood floors 
make it perfect for 
dancing. The property 
also has three class-
rooms, a basketball 
court, a small sports 
field, a playground and 
picnic tables.

Some of the dance 
groups have been meeting at the center “forever,” 
Tanguis says. The senior dance group dates to 
1954, the international folk dancers to 1967. The 
ballroom also is used for performances, weddings 
and other special events.

The children’s programs are packed, she says, 
but the adult programs are less well-known. 
That’s a shame, because they are intriguingly 
diverse. Physical activity prevails, with aikido, aer-
obics, yoga and many types of dance. The center 
also welcomes the Austin Writers League, a weight 
loss support group and, with its abundant win-
dows and excellent light, a drawing studio.

See <www.ci.austin.tx.us/parks/hancock.htm> 
for a schedule of activities.

— Jaime Shimkus
<jfshimkus@sbcglobal.net>

More Contra Dancers Doing 
Their Thing at Hancock 
Recreation Center (photo by 
Dale Rempert)
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Keep Hyde Park Weird
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Steve Vinklarek, Agent
3700 N IH 35
Austin, TX 78705-1802
Bus: 512-452-0214
www.steveinsures.com

Couples circle left. Now pass through and do-si-do!
The dancers come from all over the city. Their ages 

range from 20s to 60s, although the average is about 
45. Most do not arrive in couples, and even when they 
do, everybody is encouraged to change partners for 
every dance.

Women often slightly outnumbered the men, but 
male participation has been increasing, Rempert says. 
He finds that this style of dance is popular in areas 
with high-tech jobs and attracts men who are math-
ematically oriented. (He himself is a recently retired 
computer engineer now pursuing his passion for pho-
tography.)

Whether neophyte or old-timer, no dancer needs 
worry about knowing the steps. Beginners receive a 
brief lesson at the start of the session, then the call-
er runs through each dance beforehand and calls the 
movements step by step. Even the giggling Explorers 
Club dancers were twirling confidently in no time.

The contra dance group meets Wednesdays at 7:30 
pm. A $3 donation is requested (it is given to the rec-
reation center).

Contra Dance Group...
         …cont’d from page 1

—  Jaime Shimkus
<jfshimkus@sbcglobal.net>
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Hyde Park Presbyterian Church
3913 Ave B 
459-7747

www.hydeparkpresbyterianaustin.org

Sunday Worship service 10:30 AM
Nursery Available

Neighborhood Watch Recruits Captains

Since the August HPNA social, we have 28 
volunteer Block Captains signed up for the Neigh-

borhood Watch Program. I have listed them below so 
that you know who they are and how to contact them 
with questions or concerns that you may have. If you 
live on one of the blocks where a Block Captain has 
responsibility, please give them your contact informa-
tion including names of household members, address 
and phone numbers. The Watch Program encourag-
es neighbors to get to know one another and having a 
block contact list and social get togethers, helps with 
that process.  

It appears that neighbors are becoming more 
aware of suspicious activity and are reporting inci-
dents to the police. I have noticed more police cars 
patrolling the area and hear that arrests are being 
made. Keep up the good work The Hyde Park APD 
District Representative is Officer Rick Vargas. His 
number is 974-5801.   
Block Captains:
Ave B (4000 block)            Kelly Schaub   <kellyschaub@gmail.com>
Ave C (4200 block)              Maureen O’Connor   <mo@digitalcorsair.com>
Ave F (3800-3900 blocks)    John Mayfield   <jmmayfield@usa.net> 
Ave F (4000-4100 blocks)    Carol Welder   <cjwelder@msn.com>
Ave F (4000-4100 blocks)    Grant Thomas   <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>
Ave F (4200 block)                John Kerr   <jfkerr@yahoo.com>
Ave F (4500 block)                Lisa Harris   <ljharrisus@yahoo.com>
Ave F (4800 block)               Janet Risovi   <janetrisovi@hotmail.com>
Ave F (4900 block)                Traci Laird   <me@tracilaird.com>
Ave F (5000 block)              Cy Megnin   <cy@onecallpropertyservices.com>
Ave G (3800-3900 blocks)     Sharon Majors   <sharonmajors@gandecom.net>
Ave G (4000-4100 blocks)     Carol Jackson   <caroljackson@austin.rr.com>
Ave G (4000-4100 blocks)     Deaton Bednar   <deatonbednar@grandecom.net>
Ave G (4500-4600 blocks)      William Dewberry   <w_dewberry@hotmail.com>
Ave G (4500-4600 blocks)      Stan Kozinsky   <kozinsky@swbell.net>
Ave G (4800 block)                Thomas Chamberlain   <tomas13.geo@yahoo.com>
Ave H (3800-3900 blocks)       Charlotte Herzele   <herzele@austin.rr.com>
Ave H (4100 block)                 Michele Grieshaber   <mmgrieshaber@yahoo.com>
Ave H (4900 block)                 Suzanne Hurley   <suzannehurley@austin.rr.com>
Ave H/Duval (Town Park Trails)  Herb Dickson   <hrdsvd@austin.rr.com>
Ave H/Duval (Town Park Trails)  Jerry Vernon   <jerryandnancy.vernon@att.net>
Ave H/Duval (4100 blocks)  Elaine Meenehan   <elaine.meenehan@gmail.com>
Speedway (4500 block)  Eric Oyler   <ericoyler@hotmail.com>
46th-47th St/Evans/Eilers  Tracy Sabel/Mark Mills  <tsabel@sbcglobal.net>
Caswell Ave (4600 block)  Jim Genevro   <jgenevro@earthlink.net>
Caswell Ave (4600 block)  Pam Whittington   <ppwhittington@yahoo.com>
Red River (4500 block)   Denise Girard  <girard.d@att.net>
Red River (4600 block)    Claire deYoung  <laberta183@yahoo.com>

If you are interested in volunteering for your 
block, please email me at <cjwelder@msn.com>.

Crime Report
             by Carol Welder

—  Carol Welder
459-6205
<cjwelder@msn.com>
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Core Curriculum
includes Latin�

Community Involvement�
& Fundamentals of Art

Alumni attending:
CA College of Arts

Evergreen University
Guilford College

Phyllis Nuñez (Sharoo) 
has returned to 

Gaitan’s Barbershop! 
43rd and Duval 

Best of Austin 2006 

Cuts for men and children with a small town 
barbershop feel 

www.sharoos.com  call 627-1190

August Meeting Minutes
Co-Treasurers Catherine Moore and Denise Girard 

called the August HPNA meeting to order at ap-
proximately 7 p.m.  The first order of business was 
flavor.  After a brief and heated debate regarding pos-
sible options, Celeste C. proposed a simple vanilla 
which was seconded by Wanda P.  The merits of choc-
olate chip and strawberry were discussed, during 
which Lorre W. articulated a serious chocolate coun-
terproposal, at which point neighbors on Avenue B 
strongly voiced their support. After a prolonged pe-
riod of discussion, Nick B. asked that the group lay 
the motion on the table since all of the ice cream was 
melting.  This was seconded by Dorothy R.  The vote 
was unanimous and ice cream and cake were served.  
The meeting adjourned at 9:00.

Thanks to Catherine Moore and Denise Girard for 
organizing this event.  It was a great success and we 
will continue to have more social events in the future.    

—  Elaine M.
Substitute Secretary
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Working Hands 
Construction

Minor to Moderate Repairs and Remodeling
Decks, Fences and Custom Woodwork

Pain-in-the-Neck Problems Solved
Friendly, Affordable, Hyde Park Based

Call Matthew Young 419-7650

A Reunion in Hyde Park

I spent my childhood 1944-1959 living at 306 West 44th. I had 
the opportunity this past weekend to revisit Hyde Park. Three 
of my oldest friends, all lived in Hyde Park, met me for a trip 
down memory lane.  The owners of Ave. B grocery store were 
the Struska’s ,and then for most of my childhood, the Stefka’s. 
Thanks to Ross I was able to call Libby Stefka from the store and 
she did remember me. Linda (Daniels) Clynch lived 2 doors to the 
north from the store. The owners of the two houses were very 

gracious and invited us in to walk thru the rooms of our childhood. 
What a thrill to giggle like girls at where we used to practice the 
piano or hang pictures of Ricky Nelson and Pat Boone. We are all 
grandmothers now and we took many pictures to show and tell our 
grandchildren what life was like as little girls back then. 

Ross gave me a copy of the Pecan Press and I thought you might 
like these pictures for your files.  Left to right: Linda (Daniels) 
Clynch, Sarah (Scott) Howard, Patti (Wade) Brown and Mary 
(Kauffman) Brggs.

Take care of the neighborhood, it is very special to me.

— Sincerely,
Sarah Scott Howard 

The girls at Linda’s once again.

Letters Dept.
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EarthArt has moved from 
the little orange house at 7th

and Lamar to 211 North 
Loop, next to Epoch 

New Hours: 
Sunday 10-4, Mon-Sat 10-7 

The Beauty of Nature, The Artistry of Generations
Jewelry & Handicrafts from the Global Community 

Austin
211 North Loop(53rd) 

Tel: 512.693.9400 

Bryan
209 South Main Street 

Tel: 979.779.8208 
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2007 Homes Tour Numbers 
Add Up to Success!
The 2007 Homes Tour Committee is pleased to an-

nounce its final financial results:
The total income was $19,208.18. This includes 

ticket sales of $14,076.23, advertising sales of $1950, 
booklet sponsorships of $1180, underwriting of $2,000 
(Grande, This Old House, and University Federal 
Credit Union), and $1.95 bonus from PayPal for open-
ing an account.

The total expenses were $7.848.75. This includes 
insurance (405.11), music (1,200), buses (2,140), 
portapotties (200), printing of booklets and tick-
ets (1,250.69), printing and distribution of posters 
(241.87), banner repair and display (480), various par-
ties and gatherings (1,593.58), a commission to the ad 
salesman (287.50), and a minor repair to a tour house 
(50).

This leaves a balance of $11,359.43, a significant-
ly larger profit than any homes tour in recent years 
(perhaps ever) has earned. The ticket sale total was 
approximately $2000 higher than last year, and the at-
tendance was approximately 100 more tourists than 
last year.

— Lorre Weidlich, 2007 Homes Tour Chair
(Editor’s Note: Thank you for the update, Madame Chair -- AND for the 
great job!)
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Farewell to Mrs. Callan 
and Reverend Lazenby
We are saddened to report the passing this 

summer of two beloved and accomplished long-
time Hyde Park neighbors.

One was Mrs. Myrtle Almeda Hornsby Callan, who 
passed away on July 26th at her home at 40th and Avenue 
F at the age of 105. She was born on July 7, 1902 in Horn-
sby Bend 9 miles east of Austin, which was established in 
1832 by her ancestors Rueben and Sarah Morrison Horn-
sby when they left Mississippi with Stephen F. Austin, 
and became among the fi rst settlers of what is now Tra-
vis County. Hers was a large and accomplished family, 
and she was among the charter members of the Daugh-
ters of the Republic of Texas, of which she was a member 
for 87 years. She had a distinguished 30-year teaching ca-
reer at the Texas School for the Deaf, which ended with 
her retirement in 1967, when she was made an honorary 
member of the TSD Alumni Association. A warm and de-
lightful neighbor, “...her charm and wit made a lasting 
impression on all who met her.” Evidence of this charm 
included her annual Christmas Tree Trimming Party, 
which was featured on KXAN’s “On the Porch” pro-
gram in December of 2005. She was buried in Hornsby 
Cemetery, the fi nal resting place of more than 360 oth-
er Hornsby descendants, including baseball great Rogers 
Hornsby. The extraordinary extent of her lifespan is re-
fl ected in a comment she made to a relative during his 
last visit with her: “I wonder what the Comanche Indians 
would think of Austin now?”

The other signifi cant loss was that of Rev. Hervey 
Lewis Lazenby, who passed away on August 6th at the 
age of 90. Born in Shawnee, Oklahoma, he moved to 
Austin in 1942 to attend Austin Presbyterian Theologi-
cal Seminary; here he met and courted Mattie Downman 
Smith, to whom it was said he proposed under the Moon-
light Tower at 41st and Speedway. Following graduation 
his was a widely-traveled ministry, but he returned to 
Austin in 1972, began his ministry at Hyde Park Pres-
byterian Church, and moved into his distinctive yellow 
bungalow at 42nd and Ave. C. After his retirement he did 
extensive volunteer work at the Austin History Center, 
and provided such distinguished service during his 14 
years of volunteering that Mayor Wynn declared Novem-
ber 9, 2006 as “Hervey Lazenby Day.” Clown ministries, 
local theatre and hand bell choir were among his favorite 
avocations in later life, but perhaps his proudest dis-
tinction and most beloved role was serving as the oldest 
living member of the UT Alumni Band. All that march-
ing must have rendered him singularly fi t, as he never 
seemed to want or need (or have) a car, and many neigh-
bors have clear and fond memories of Hervey tromping 
to and from the Hancock H-E-B with his grocery bag.

We extend our condolences to the loving families and 
friends of these two very special Hyde Parkers, and our 
thanks for the length and quality of the time that we were 
able to have them as neighbors.

(Our thanks to another beloved and accomplished long-time neighbor, 
Dorothy Richter, for providing us with this information.)  
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The Adams House is for Sale

LIN TEAM, OLD AUSTIN REALTOR®

THE KINNEY COMPANY

Real Estate Services

You may have stayed at the Adams 
House for bed and breakfast, but 

now you can make it your home, 
because it is available for sale. Built 
in 1911, the Adams House received a 
Heritage Society award for its complete 
renovation in 1997. Original details 
combine with up to date kitchen 
and 5.5 baths.  It has five bedrooms, 
including  master suites upstairs 
and down, three living rooms, and 
a guest cottage.  Located at 4300 
Avenue G in the Hyde Park National 
Register District, a pleasant walkable 
neighborhood in Central Austin. 
Offered for $999,000.  Call 512-472-
1930 or email lteam@austin.rr.com for 
a private showing.  Virtual Tour at 
www.The Kinney company.com.
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Something in the Water?

Dear Editor,

I grew up in Hyde Park and lived in Austin for 29 years, although I 
recently moved to St. Louis. I got a letter in the mail recently from 
a friend back in Austin with this tidbit of information enclosed. 

It’s from Jeffrey Kacirk’s “Forgotten English: A 365-day Calendar 
of Vanishing Vocabulary and Folklore for 2007,” 
and it includes a reference to the (apparent) 
fact that “One of over fifty mead-making 
recipes...specifically called for ‘Hyde Park water.’” 
My friend’s letter included the observation 
that “...you might want to know what you were 
drinking all those years in Hyde Park.” 

I thought it might be something all Hyde Park 
residents ought to know. I always loved the water in Hyde Park, and 
when I go back to visit my parents I will let them in on the secret.

— Sincerely,
Anna Strong
4057 A Hartford St.
St. Louis, MO 63116

Letters Dept. cont’d
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featuringMusic by Amplify Passion
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Open House
at

Hyde Park 
United

Methodist

Join us each 
Sunday in
September for 
special events 
including
homecoming, 
family fun, and
international 
music and food. 
Help celebrate 
the start of our 
new programs for 
college students, 
youth and family.

Visit
www.hydeparkmethodist.org

for more information.
4001 Speedway
512-453-4206

9:20am Relevance Service with Praise Band
10:20am Sunday Study
11:15am Blended Worship
12:15pm Lunch in Fellowship Hall
7:00pm Truth Park College Ministry

Globally conscious 
and locally active, 
HPUMC provides a 
place of fellowship 
and Christian
community.
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Mark Strub knows that after
just one meeting you won’t
want to buy or sell with any
other REALTOR in town...

Prove him wrong and he’ll
BUY YOU DINNER FOR 2!

Call for full details of offeCall for full details of offer.

When I went to high school here in Austin, Reagan for 9th grade, 
then LBJ for the remaining 3 years, Friday nights meant exciting 
times for everyone in the neighborhood. I remember packing 
Nelson Field, and when LBJ played Reagan, it was SRO and 
overfl owing crowds. Sadly, if you dare go to an A.I.S.D. football 
game these days, you can pretty much pick your seat.
I was hired by the school district some years ago to fi lm (yes, 
fi lm) the games for the coaches.  I had my choice, and I purposely 
chose to fi lm the 2A & 3A schools in the area because I knew 
those games had the same feel of community that I knew when I 
was in school.  Here’s a scene you can still enjoy in small towns.

Small Town Friday Night
Pack the kids, turn off the stove
It’s time again, to head down the road
There is a place, you have got to see
An exciting place, where everyone meets

Hey Bob! Hey Joe! How’s the wife?
How’d you make out in poker last night?
Man it’s hot, let’s get a drink
Served with a smile, and maybe a wink

There’s the mayor, shaking hands
With several people, in the stands
Sheriff Walker will have to wait
He’s standing watch, at the gate

The crowd attending, begins to swell
Enticed to the snack bar, by the smell
Of dogs and burgers, and even more
By the aroma, of fresh popped corn

Hey down in front, I can’t see
The coin toss, by the referee
Home team wins, they’ll have to choose
Which side of the fi eld, each team will use

Whistle blows, the game begins
There’s the kickoff end over end
The ball is taken by number fi ve
Pile-up at the twenty, how did he survive

The quarterback is tall, he scans the fi eld
To see what the defense might reveal
He barks the signals loud and clear
A gain of twelve yards, the crowd cheers

The bands strikes up, the school fi ght song
Trying to help the team move on
Pom poms are waving, the cheerleaders tell
People in the stands, it’s time to yell

Third and goal, we’re going to score!
The ball is placed down, at the four
Hut One! Hut two! The play explodes
Over the middle, into the end zone

— Eric Robertson
LBJ, Class of ‘77 ©1992

Hyde Park Poets
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Hyde Park Poets

Rooted
If you wander, you make no connections,
no place holds you, special is as common
as raindrops and perhaps lovers; intimacy
as rare as a permanent address. 
If you wander, you are inoculated against
heartbreak, callouses rub on your heels, and
walking away, you feel nothing.
If you wander, everywhere is the next breath,
every morning throws a different shadow,
and, just maybe, the only longing you’ll
carry will be for the perfect cup of coffee
you found back in Memphis.
But for us who stay, who cling to tiny paths
through the big picture, who hold bouquets
of friends and rituals, for whom a bad dream
tilts the house at a 45 degree angle, and change
signals desperation, for us who stay, there is
expectation of daily balm, there is safety in
knowing who will fall from the trees and who
will bloom in the garden and who will bake
the cake. For us, we tie ourselves down, not
admitting to that, but we tie ourselves to
heavy furniture with strings of beads and scarves
from every continent, we cling to one lover,
brew one grind of coffee, collect the raindrops
in buckets. We believe to the center of our souls
that this place, and thus we, are special.

— Nancy Taylor Day, 8.4.2007

Confessional
Once a guy told me the story
of his life, riding the bus from
Florida to Texas. I didn’t know him.
That was the point. Some of it
was pretty heavy. I listened and nodded,
an intimacy grew. By the time he
got off, we were old friends—kind of.
I knew more about him than I wanted
to and he knew nothing about me.
I felt tired. I wondered how a priest
could keep doing this kind of thing
day after day. I wondered what I
would do when I got to where I was going.
I didn’t have a plan. Most of my
bus trips were made without a plan
in those days. Maybe I should have
been the one confessing. But maybe
I was too burdened to confess, too
ashamed. It was not a good time
in my life. And there was no one
to understand. It was night by then.
I decided that I couldn’t begrudge him
whatever relief his confession had
brought him and granted him absolution
in absentia and, lulled by the engine’s
hum, curled up in my darkened burrow
and fell asleep.

— Albert Huffstickler, 9.10.2000
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KELLY W. KEITH, D.D.S.
GENERAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL 
CLEANING / EXAM / X-RAYS - $90

FRIENDLY, PROFESSIONAL STAFF CREATIVE FINANCIAL OPTIONS
SEDATION DENTISTRY AVAILABLE RESTORATIVE & COSMETIC SERVICES
EMERGENCIES WELCOME IMPLANT CROWNS & DENTURES

3800 SPEEDWAY 452-6405 www.KellyKeithdds.com

expires 12/31/2007
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The Infernal Order
Good morning, unknown caller, and why
do you think it’s okay to call me before
my fi rst cup of coffee to ask for money?
What is it that gives you the right to
speak to me as if you know me, by my
fi rst name, when I’m probably old enough
to be your mother? Who the hell do you
think you are that you can burst through
the center of my poem, gruff voice, all
authority and boom and over friendliness?
I think you’re an irritant. I think you should
leave this room with the mosquito that has
been feeding on me for the past few days.
The two of you, vampires under the skin,
do mosquitoes have skin?, the two of you
fl y off together, or get squashed. Your choice.

—  Nancy Taylor Day
8.8.2007

Hyde Park Poets
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