
   When:  7:00 p.m.  
                 Monday, May 7, 2007 
  Where:  Hyde Park United 
                 Meth od ist Church
                 4001 Speedway
     Who:  YOU and your neighbors
     Note:  HPNA general meetings usually  
take place on the fi rst Monday of each month.
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Meeting

  Elisebet Ney Landscape 
Restoration Update, Mary Collins 
Blackmon,  Curator

  Homes Tour Update, Lorre 
Weidlich

  “floodlines” follow-up
  Adoption of Resolution to support 

RG4N, possible vote.

See you there!

HPNA General Meeting 
Agenda for May 7th

Hyde Park: 
A Shady Sanctuary
2007 Homes Tour

This year’s Homes Tour calls 
attention to the fact that the 

quality of life in Hyde Park is not 
only the product of its beauti-
ful vintage houses, it also results 
from Hyde Park’s canopy of ma-
ture trees. On the grounds of the 
Austin State Hospital, along 41st 
Street, and in the yards of the six 
featured houses, home tourists can 
enjoy the sanctuary of that shady 
covering.

“It’s My Park! Day” 
Leaves Shipe Ship-Shape

“It’s My Park! Day” is an annu-
al commuity service day organized 
by the Austin Parks Foundation 
<www.austinparks.org> to focus on 
improvements to Austin’s park sys-
tem. 

Our heartfelt thanks to every-
one who participated at Shipe Park. 
It was amazing! For those of you who 
couldn’t be there, don’t worry. We’re 
hoping that community participation 
in stewardship and improvement of 
Shipe Park will continue on an ongo-
ing basis, and not just be limited to a 
one-day event.

 — The 2007 event organizers: 
Betsy Clubine, Jill Nokes, Robin 
Silberling, and Alison Young

On Saturday, April 14th, 85 
volunteers-ranging in age 

from 3 to over 73-joined at Shipe 
Park for a fantastic “It’s My Park! 
Day” landscaping event. With 
shovels and rakes in hand, they 
mulched trees, removed inva-
sive plants from the creek area, 
cleaned out the wading pool, and 
loosened compacted soil around 
some of the park’s most beloved 
old trees. We were awestruck by 
the level of community support 
for the event and the amazing 
results of the volunteers’ work. 
Indeed, the creek area went from 
a tangle of ragweed, mulberry 
trees, and trash to a visual center-
piece of the park.

Libby Malone, one of a crew of 
volunteers from Grande Commu-
nications, was an active participant 
in the event. “Grande volunteers felt 
so welcome”, she noted. “We had a 
great time and enjoyed being part of 
this tangible way to show our appre-

ciation to the Hyde 
Park neighborhood”. 
Grande Communi-
cations was a key 
sponsor of the event 
along with other com-
panies including 
Organics by Gosh, 
which provided the 
mulch, and the Hyde 
Park Neighborhood 
Association, which 
helped cover inciden-
tal costs.

Chris Berry moving mulch.  All story photos by 
Robin Silberling

Austin State Hospital
4110 Guadalupe

All Homes Tour story photos by John Hunt

Continued on page 4
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HPNA April 
Meeting Minutes
President Elaine Meenehan 

called the April 2, 2007 HPNA 
general meeting to order at 7 p.m 
on Monday evening. First up 
was fellow neighbor Ann Gra-
ham along with Sean Jenkins 
announcing the upcoming play 
“fl oodlines.” The performance 
begins on Sunday April 22nd in 
Eastwoods Park, 3001 Harris Park 
Avenue. (1/2 block north of Dean 
Keeton, 1 block east of Duval). Ann 
also informed everyone of the Gar-
den Party that took place on April 
7th to benefi t “fl oodlines.”

Then HPNA Tree Preservation 
Chair John Paul Moore introduced 
Dr. Bjorn Sletto of the  University of 
Texas school of Architecture. Bjorn 
is teaching a graduate class in Ur-
ban Environmental Analysis, and 
this class is doing a project to devel-
op a model for citizen participation 
in  urban forest preservation. They 
are looking for our help as residents 
of Hyde Park and fellow tree lovers. 
Specifi cally, these fi ve bright young 
people and their professor, Bjorn, are 
looking for specifi c trees and tree-re-
lated sites and local knowledge that 

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association
P. O Box 49427 • Austin, TX 78765

http://www.austinhydepark.org

— HPNA Steering Committee—
President 
• Elaine Meenehan • elaine.meenehan@gmail.com .............. 323-9772   
Vice President
 • Jennifer Berbas • Jennifer_berbas@yahoo.com .................................
Co-Secretaries • Pam Whittington • pam46@yahoo.com .... 452-9776
• Wendy Taddia • wtaddia@cencorealty.com
Co-Treasurers •  Denise Girard, • girard.d@att.net ............. 454-6584
  • Catherine Moore •  PO Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765
Additional Steering Committee Members: • Wanda Penn • William 
Cook • Stan Kozinzky • John Moore • Karen McGraw • Doris Coward

HPNA Committee/Task Forces (w/chairs)
AISD • Ann S. Graham, 3815 Ave H.............................................458-8096
Alley Coordinator • Carol Burton, skywash@austin.rr.com.......................
Austin Neighborhoods Council Rep. • Lisa Harris, ljharrisus@yahoo.com 
Beautifi cation • Larry Freilich, lmf@earthlink.net......................................
Children’s Programs • ...................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Church/Neighborhood Liaison • Niyata Spelman, 3802 Ave. F. 459-8349
Communications/Web • Robin Silberling, robin@wcook.org ....452-1783
Crime and Safety Chairman • Carol J. Weider, 4101 Ave F.......459-6205
Development Review • Stan Kozinsky, 4604 Ave. G ...................451-4455
Finance • Nick Van Bavel, nvb123@yahoo.com.........................................
Graffi ti Patrol • E. Meenehan, elaine.meenehan@gmail.com .....323-9772 
Homes Tour • Lorre Weidlich, lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com..300-2228
Membership • Doris Coward, dcoward@mail.utexas.edu ...........453-2476
Neighborhood Planning • Karen McGraw, 4315 Ave. C ............459-2261
Local Historic District • Sharon Majors, sharonmajors@grandecom.net ..
Shipe Park •   .................................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Sidewalks • Rob Clinchard, robsold@texas.net...........................................
Social • Deaton Bednar, deatonbednar@grandecom.net ..............................
Tree Preservation • JP Moore, johnpaulmoore@austin.rr.com ...789-7025
Triangle Development • Cathy Echols, 4002 Ave. C ...................206-0729
Zoning • Dorothy Richter, 3901 Ave. G........................................452-5117

Pecan Press
The Pecan Press is published monthly

by the Hyde Park Neigh bor hood Association in Aus tin, Texas.
Editor

Grant Thomas 450-0464 <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>
Associate Editor

Sarah Sitton 459-4530 207 E. 39th St.
Poetry Editor

Nancy Taylor Day 892-0127 <nancy@creativitymoms.com> 
4001 Duval (Salon) 78751

Crime & Safety Chairman 
Carol Welder 459-6205 <cjwelder@msn.com>

Production Manager/Advertising Director
Robert M. Farr 731-0617 <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>

Mail Ad Payments to: 
Denise Girard. P.O. Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765

Mail Ad Artwork to:
Robert M. Farr <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>
7500 Chelmsford Dr. Austin,TX 78736

Note: Each month’s ad and editorial deadline is 
the 15th of month preceding publication.

Distribution Coordinator
Herb Dickson - 400 Towne Park Trail • 206-4426 

<hrdsvd2@sbcglobal.net>
Area Coordinators

North of 45th/West of Duval • Pam Dozler ........................ 458-8927
North of 45th/East of Duval • Sarah Heather ..................... 452-8486
South of 45th/West of Speedway • Robert Morris ............ 371-7246
South of 45th/East of Speedway • Martha Campbell ......... 452-2815

Contributors
Glen Alyn, Candy Gray Becker, Cynthia Beeman, Laurence Becker, Mary 
Collins Blackmon, George Bristol, Chris Brown, Sharon Brown, Lewis 
Brownlow, Kathryn Bryn, Mark Burkhardt, Amon Burton, Martha 
Campbell, Inga Marie Carmel, Josephine Casey, Nicole Caspers, Kitty 
Clark, Carol Cohen Burton, William Cook, Susan Crites Krumm, Celeste 
Cromack, Rob D’Amico, Herb Dickson, Avis Davis, Don Davis, Lynn 
Denton, Pam Dozler, Russell Duke, Cathy Echols, Merle Franke, Gregory 
Free, Larry Freilich, Robert Garrett, Eugene George, Mary Carolyn George, 
Larry Gilg, Susan Gilg, Ann S. Graham, Carolyn E. Grimes, Rachel Hector, 
Ben Heimsath, Sandi Heimsath, Albert Huffstickler,  Liz Jones, Barbara 
Kelly, John Kerr, Susan Kerr, Bo Kersey, Su s an Kirk, Anna Kotecki, 
Dennis Lensing, Karen McGraw, Sharon Majors, Alan Marburger, Peter 
Maxson, Brook Meggs, Elaine Meenehan, Fred Meredith, Susan Moffat, 
John Paul Moore, Jack Nokes, Jill Nokes, Wanda Penn, Cecil Pennington, 
Peter Pfeiffer, Dorothy Rich ter, Walter Rich term, Sheree Scarborough, 
Cathy Short, Sarah Sitton, Thad Sitton, Julie Strong, Kathleen Strong, 
Rollo Treadway, Lao Tzu, Jennifer Vickers, Katie Vignery,Sandra Villalaz-
Dickson, Lorre Weidlich, Joe Wise man.

From the President’s Desk:
I have said this before, and I want to say it again this month:  We have 

wonderful neighbors!  I am constantly amazed by their willingness 
and ability to step up, volunteer for a job and get it done.  Since actions 
speak louder than words, please read the articles in this issue of the Pe-
can Press about the Shipe Park “It’s My Park! Day” cleanup and the 
Homes Tour. And I would like to extend a personal thank you to Rob-
in Siberling, Betsy Clubine, and Jill Nokes for organizing our fi rst-ever 
“It’s My Park! Day” event,  as well as Libby Malone and her gracious 
and hard-working volunteers from Grande Communications and all of 
the residents who came out to make this day such a success. Also, I’d like 
to extend a very special thank you to Lorre Weidlich and all of the people 
working to make the 32nd Hyde Park Homes Tour a great success.  And 
fi nally to Sharon Majors for all of her work pulling together our local his-
toric district, which seems like a constantly moving target!  You guys are 
all the reason this is such a wonderful place to live. Thank you!

— Elaine Meenehan
HPNA President
<elaine.meenehan@gmail.com>

Hyde Park 
Spring Picnic

Shipe Pool Opening
Saturday May 26, 2007
4pm to 7pm
HPNA will provide burgers. Bring 
drinks (no al-
cohol), salads 
and desserts 
to share. Also 
bring blankets, 
chairs, games, 
kids and 
friends. Come 
and celebrate 
the pool and 
our neighbors.

Continued on following page 
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Send in your articles, letters, and photos (but not your 
poetry*) by the 15th of each month to:

     Editor, Pecan Press
     4106 Avenue F
     Austin, TX 78751
     <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>

*Send your poems to: 
      Nancy Taylor Day
      4001 Duval
      Austin 78751
      <nancy@creativitymoms.com>

We Welcome Your Submissions to Pecan Press

Note: The Pecan Press will not publish unsigned/unattributed poetry. All poems (even if written under a pen 
name) must carry a name and address or phone number for identification and verification purposes.

Please enclose a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope for return of your 
materials.
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needs to be preserved and to identify issues and prior-
ities important in molding effective policy for dealing 
with our beloved urban forest. In the meeting Bjorn¬πs 
students passed out a short but thorough question-
naire that was created to access the knowledge, interests, 
concern and priorities of the Hyde Park residents. The 
questionnaire will also be made available online (you 
can find more information on this on the HPNA list 
serve).

 Reverend Emilee Whitehurst followed with her pre-
sentation on the  Austin Inter-Religious Ministries. 
AAIM began in 1941 as a gathering of twelve Christian 
clergy and congregations and is now the most compre-
hensive inter-religious organization in Central Texas, 
representing congregations from over 30 distinct faith 
traditions, including Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Mus-
lim and Jewish communities, as well as individuals, 
non-profits and businesses. Austin Inter-Religious min-
istries has many programs established to better the 
community ranging from assisting elderly in the main-
tenance of their homes to a burial fund which assists 
those who cannot afford the high price of funerals for 
their loved ones. For more information on the Austin 
Inter-Religious ministries please visit their website at 
<www.aaimaustin.org>.

Jason Meeker, Brentwood N.A. Communications 
Chair and a former resident of Hyde Park, came to 
speak on behalf of RG4N (Responsible Growth for 
Northcross). The main mission of RG4N is to “em-
brace the sustainable redevelopment of the Northcross 
area considering long-range environmental and neigh-
borhood impact, embodying transit-oriented and 
pedestrian-friendly land use, and including mixed-
use development with community focus.” The planned 
Walmart redevelopment, which consists of a 200,000 
square foot 24 hour Wal-Mart, does not embody any 
of these points. Jason gave a passionate and well-re-
searched presentation outlining his beliefs and findings 

in opposition to Wal-Mart. Among his concerns were 
the increased crime rates, traffic counts, noise and light 
pollution, and negative effect on surrounding property 
values typically associated with a Walmart development. 
After meeting with the developer, Lincoln Property Com-
pany, it has become clear that the answer to creating a 
more responsible development is community action. Al-
though the HPNA has yet to formally vote on whether 
or not they will show support as a whole for RG4N, the 
Steering Committee has written a letter to City Council 
showing their support for the cause. If you would like to 
find out more about RG4N, please visit their website at 
<www.rg4n.org>  

Finally, special thanks was given to the 11 or so Hyde 
Parkers who came together to purchase the home at 311 
W. 41st Street. The home dates back to at least 1908, and 
possibly may go as far back as the 1800’s . The home was 
bought not as a profitable endeavor but rather out of a 
desire to restore the home, which adds to the historical 
character and charm of our wonderful neighborhood.

 
—  Wendy Taddia, HPNA Co-Secretary

<wtaddia@cencorealty.com>
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City Plumbing Company
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
453-1115

Sewer and Water Heater Replacement
Slab Leaks • Gas Leaks

Sewer and Drain Cleaning Service
Repairs • Re-pipes • Remodels

ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS
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Homes Tour 2007...
       …cont’d from page 1

The tour begins at the Austin State Hospital, cele-
brating the 150th anniversary of its inception. There, 
tourists can enjoy not only the architecture of the ad-
ministration building but also historical displays 
designed to educate viewers about early medical prac-
tices.

From there, a short walk or ride down 41st Street 
takes tourists to the fi rst house on display, the Schen-
ken-Oatman House (311 W. 41st). Its survival results 
from the efforts of a coalition of neighbors who pur-
chased the house, which was facing demolition. Profi t 
was not the intention of these neighborhood investors; 
rather, they were motivated by the desire to preserve 
an important marker of a period of Hyde Park history. 
Tourists will see the house in the process of restoration.

Less than a block away is the Curl-Crockett House 
(213 W. 41st), the current home of Nick and Linda van 
Bavel. This beautifully restored Victorian combines 
Eastlake and Colonial Revival features. Its signifi cance 
lies both in its architecture and in its historical associa-
tions.

311 W. 41st Street

Continued on page 6
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Steve Vinklarek, Agent
3700 N IH 35
Austin, TX 78705
Bus: 512-452-0214
steve.vinklarek.h3l2@statefarm.com

Working Hands 
Construction

Minor to Moderate Repairs and Remodeling
Decks, Fences and Custom Woodwork

Pain-in-the-Neck Problems Solved
Friendly, Affordable, Hyde Park Based

Call Matthew Young 419-7650
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Core Curriculum
includes Latin�

Community Involvement�
& Fundamentals of Art

Alumni attending:
CA College of Arts

Evergreen University
Guilford College
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 After a walk or ride three blocks east on 41st Street 
and a block south on Avenue G, tourists then encoun-
ter the Crutchfi eld House (4001 Avenue G), named 
after the family that owned it for more than 50 years. 
Its present owners, Blinda McClelland and Harold 
Liljestrand, have expanded the house with a rear addi-
tion that includes a back staircase, a master suite, and 
a family room. Their newly landscaped yard was de-
signed by Hyde Park landscape architect Jill Nokes.

The next house, 4115 Avenue H, known colloquial-
ly as “The Green House,” is a multiple star - it received 
a 5-star rating from Austin Energy’s Green Building 
program and it starred in the PBS program, “This Old 

Homes Tour 2007...
       …cont’d from page 4

213 W. 41st Street

4001 Avenue G

4008 Avenue H
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House.” Owners Michele Grieshaber and Michael Klug 
expanded this 1927 bungalow while reducing its ener-
gy bills, and they preserved its vintage appearance at 
the same time.

A block south on Avenue H brings tourists to the 
home of Chris Brown and Lindsay Nakashima. Lind-
say’s artistic sensibility and Oriental taste have given 
this 1920s bungalow a serene, open feeling. The trans-
formation extends to the landscaping and the two 
outbuildings that now function as art space and of-
fi ce-guest house. In the back yard stands one of Hyde 
Park’s premier oak trees. 

The last house on the tour (4108 Avenue G) belongs 
to Andrew and Melissa Shea, who devoted a year to 

4115 Avenue H

Continued on page 8
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Keep Hyde Park Weird
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modernizing the house, rearranging its space, and re-
storing its vintage features. From its arts and crafts 
styling to its spacious upstairs, the Shea house success-
fully combines the vintage and the modern.

After the tour, visitors are invited to return to the 
tree-shaded grounds of the Austin State Hospital to en-
joy a small neighborhood fair, with music, craft booths, 
and food vendors.

 Any of you who want to explore these houses free 
and enjoy the celebration party after the tour ends can 
contact either John Williams, Volunteer Coordinator 
<jawilli@grandecom.net>, or Lorre Weidlich, Homes 
Tour Chairman <lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com>, to 
volunteer for a 2-hour shift as a docent or a ticket sell-
er. Here’s hoping, and predicting, that this will be the 
best Tour ever!!

—  Lorre Weidlich, 2007 
Homes Tour Chair

Homes Tour 2007...
       …cont’d from page 7

4108 Avenue G

(above) Mulched tree 
and weeded area
(left)The Weeders. 

More photos from  
“It’s My Park! Day”


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• preserve memories to DVD
• memorable moments edited to

music & voiceover
• corporate in-house presentations
• your creative ideas
454-4490 or lholden@austin.rr.com

Shade Tree
Video

editing & transfer

EXPERT INTERIOR DESIGN HELP IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

MARJORIE DURST
DESIGN CONSULTANT

I CAN HELP YOU BRING YOUR THOUGHTS TOGETHER, CREATE A

COHESIVE PLAN AND HOLD YOUR HAND THROUGH THOSE DARK HOURS

OF DECISION MAKING

ADVICE BY THE HOUR OLDER HOMES A SPECIALTY

512.452.1526 MARJORIEDURST@AUSTIN.RR.COM
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METAL ROOFING
459-1128
www.straightsolutionsinc.com

Locally owned and serving Austin for more than 25 years.

���������

����������������������
�������������������������

�������������

There are several updates that I wanted to pass on 
to you from Officer Vargas. He says that auto thefts 
are on the rise. A theft ring is targeting Honda 

Civics and Acura Integras. Several stolen autos were re-
covered in San Antonio in a chop-shop. He reported that 
APD is working closely with the San Antonio P.D. to shut 
them down.

The annual “Warrant Round-Up” begins on March 
3rd. If someone has an outstanding warrant, Class C or 
above, it is possible that APD will be knocking on their 
door at home or at work. It will continue through the end 
of that week. 

Operation “Homestead” has yielded quite a few ar-
rests, which in turn reduced the number of residential 
burglaries. It has also had an effect on vehicle burglar-
ies, but Officer Vargas reported that vehicle burglary in 
the Hyde Park Gym area continues to be a problem, es-
pecially in the early morning hours. He recommended 
removing valuable items from the auto or putting them 
out of sight. 

Several neighbors have reported missing items from 
their yards and porches, so continue to be vigilant and, 
if possible, bring things inside your home or garage. Re-
member to report any crime by calling 311, if the crime 
has already happened, or 911, if the crime is in progress.

As a friendly reminder, be courteous to your neigh-
bors by parking your vehicles in front of your own home 
and not your neighbor’s. I have heard from neighbors 
who say that cars are parked in front of their homes for 
days at a time. Unfortunately, there is no law against 
parking a vehicle on a public street, but it boils down to 
respecting your neighbor’s space. 

If you have a question or concern, you can call Officer 
Rick Vargas, our area APD representative, at 974-5801.

Crime Report
             by Carol Welder

—  Carol Welder
459-6205 <cjwelder@msn.com>
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The Adams House is for Sale

LIN TEAM, OLD AUSTIN REALTOR®

THE KINNEY COMPANY

Real Estate Services

You may have stayed at the Adams 
House for bed and breakfast, but 

now you can make it your home, 
because it is available for sale. Built 
in 1911, the Adams House received a 
Heritage Society award for its complete 
renovation in 1997. Original details 
combine with up to date kitchen 
and 5.5 baths.  It has five bedrooms, 
including  master suites upstairs 
and down, three living rooms, and 
a guest cottage.  Located at 4300 
Avenue G in the Hyde Park National 
Register District, a pleasant walkable 
neighborhood in Central Austin. 
Offered for $999,000.  Call 512-472-
1930 or email lteam@austin.rr.com for 
a private showing.  Virtual Tour at 
www.The Kinney company.com.
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Farmers’ Market Coming 
to the Triangle!
Starting May 2nd the Austin Farmers’ Market opens 

a weekly Wednesday afternoon market at the Tri-
angle.  Opening day there will be a festival that will 
include food tastings, a chef’s demonstration, chil-
dren’s activities, a garden workshop, nutrition demos 
and multiple live bands·it’s possible even a city offi-
cial or two might be spotted.

Dozens of vendors have signed on to set up stands 
every Wednesday from 4:00 to 8:00 pm in the green lawn 
area of the Triangle. You can expect to see lots of vegeta-
bles, meats, cheeses, eggs, honey and strawberries.  Fine 
craft vendors will sell soaps, jewelry, and clothing. Paw 
Bakery will satisfy those demanding canine and feline 
customers with home-made dog and cat treats. Tension 
Tamers massage crew will be there and might help some 
folks actually make it to the end of the busy week.  Bocce 
courts are available for those with a thirst for competition, 
and the interactive fountain could provide amusement, if 
not needed cooling, for kids as the summer progresses. 

The main downtown Austin Farmers’ Market will 
continue to operate year-round on Saturday 9-1pm at 
its location at Republic Square Park.  The expansion to a 
Wednesday market helps farmers get produce out of the 
ground and into customers’ homes as fresh and fast as 
possible. The Triangle is centrally located, and surround-
ed by neighborhoods that are likely supporters of locally 
grown and locally produced.

One of the many great concerns in the debate over 
the development of the Triangle was around the influx of 
chain stores into a decidedly “Keep Austin Weird” kind 
of environment. The surrounding neighbors wanted the 
development to become a community in and of itself 
and reflect as much local character as possible. The Aus-
tin Farmers’ Market is a step in the right direction toward 
making that vision real.  Cencor, the retail developer of 
the site, is collaborating with the Sustainable Food Center, 
the market’s nonprofit operator. Cencor will help pro-
vide live music in the pavilion, bi-weekly cooking demos, 
interactive educational programs and critical start-up 
support in advertising the market’s operation.

If you want to help central Texas local farmers and 
craftspeople and want to continue to help turn the Tri-
angle Park into the real community park that it could be 
— be there, be involved and help create a vibrant, weekly 
community gathering.

A complete list of Austin Farmer’s Market ven-
dors, additional information about the market and the 
Sustainable Food Center is available on the Web at
 <www.austinfarmersmarket.org>.

— Jennifer Vickers
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P I L A T E S  S T U D I O

Hyde Park
Presbyterian Church

Space available for small group meetings
Sunday Worship 10:30 am
3913 Avenue B 459-7747

— Child Care Provided—
hydepark@austin360.com

www.hydeparkpresbyterianaustin.org

A country church in the city center.

April 1, 10:30 AM
- Palm Sunday Cantata

April 8, Easter Sunday
9:15 AM - Limpy the Clown 
and Easter Egg Hunt
10:30 AM - Service of
Resurrection

April 12, 7:00 PM
- Service of Wholeness 
   and Healing

Continued on page 18

“floodlines garden party 
& benefit” sleeted into 
Vino Vino!
The garden was beautiful, but on April 7th the 

weather was less than so we welcomed the 11th 
hour invitation from VinoVino, located at 4119 Guada-
lupe, to move the much heralded “floodlines garden 
party & benefit” into the warm and comfortable envi-
rons of our local, retail wine store.  Special thanks to 
Jerry Reid and Jeff Courington for making the VinoVi-
no available for our special event.

Over 80 friends, family, and folks whose curiosity 
was piqued by Jaclyn Pryor’s April 22nd “floodlines” 
the site-specific performance installation which liter-
ally moves you through Hyde Park - came out to have 
fun, listen to music by Hyde Park’s own “The Hyd-
men” (Zeke Barbaro, Christian and Cameron York, and 
Lucas Grisham), and DJ Orion; eat delicious victuals 
by GoGo Gourmet; drink beverages by Whole Foods; 
and bid on over 20 auction items donated by:  Jac-
lyn Pryor, DJ Orion, Theatre Action Project, LaShelle’s 
Prints, Judge Nancy Hohengarten, arrowhead custom 
framing, inc., Bat City Awards, NeWorlDeli, Pete Reed 
“Hyde Park Handyman”, Celebration, Boomerangs, 
Vino Vino, Ego Parade USA, Hyde Park Bar and Grill, 
Dharma Yoga, The Laurterstein Conway Massage 
School, Blue Moon Glassworks, Woodburn House, and 
The Hydmen.

Particular thanks to artistic director, Jaclyn Pryor, 
for her creative vision for “floodlines”; stage man-
ager, Sean Jenkins, for his attention to details; Larry 
Freilich for facilitating the last minute addition of 
piping hot chocolate to the menu of ice cold lemon-
ade; and to Zoe Freilich for staffing the lucrative “hot 
cocoa/lemonade” stand.  Lastly, thanks to Hyde Park 
Neighborhood Association for their curiosity about 
“floodlines” (we’ll be back next year and the next and 
the next) and to our funders including benefit attend-
ees, neighbors, the City of Austin through the Cultural 
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Preserve the 
Neighborhood You Choose!

Recently the City of Austin passed a Local 
Historic District (LHD) ordinance.  The ordi-
nance outlines the process and criteria for a 

neighborhood to establish a LHD, which enables a 
neighborhood to maintain its historic and traditional 
character and at the same time accommodates a grow-
ing and changing population. The ordinance offers 
an opportunity for Hyde Park residents and property 
owners to shape Hyde Park’s future.

Because the ordinance is new, many home and 
property owners may feel uncomfortable with estab-
lishing such a district. They may fear losing control 
of how their property is developed or renovated and 
fear the guidelines will be too restrictive for them to 
make changes or additions to their property.

However, the process for establishing a LHD is 
detailed, has specific criteria that must be met, and is 
subject to review and approval not only by the neigh-
borhood, but also by the City of Austin’s Historic 
Landmark Commission, Planning Commission, or 
Zoning and Platting Commission, and finally by the 
City Council.

The first hurdle to be met is that at least 51% of 
the principal structures in the district must contribute 
to its historic character.  A survey is underway of the 
area between 38th and 45th Streets and between Gua-
dalupe and Duval Streets.  Contributing properties 
are at least 50 years old, built during the period of sig-
nificance of the district, and retain sufficient integrity 
of materials and design to convey the historic appear-
ance.

If the area meets this requirement, the next step 
is to substantiate that the area properties do have the 
qualities to meet the city’s criteria for a Local Histor-
ic District.

As this research is being done, members of the 
neighborhood will be working to develop a set of De-
sign Standards which will be used by the Historic 
Landmark Commission in reviewing new construc-
tion as well as additions to existing buildings.  This 
means that you and other home and property owners 
will be establishing the guidelines.  These guidelines 
will address only changes to a building’s exterior, not 
its interior.   In coming issues of the Pecan Press there 
will be more detailed information about the develop-
ment of the design standards.

You will have opportunities to participate in the 
process through meetings and surveys. Or you may 
want to volunteer to be on one of the committees. In 
addition, the Pecan Press will provide progress reports 
and notice of meetings.  

Continued on page 18
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KELLY W. KEITH, D.D.S.
GENERAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL 
CLEANING / EXAM / X-RAYS - $90

FRIENDLY, PROFESSIONAL STAFF CREATIVE FINANCIAL OPTIONS
SEDATION DENTISTRY AVAILABLE RESTORATIVE & COSMETIC SERVICES
EMERGENCIES WELCOME IMPLANT CROWNS & DENTURES

3800 SPEEDWAY 452-6405 www.KellyKeithdds.com

expires 04/30/2007
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floodlines at Vino Vino...    
     …cont’d from page 14

Before the nomination/application for Local His-
toric District can go forward for city review, the 
neighborhood must secure the written consent of 60% 
of the property owners within the district.  By the 
time that you receive the letter of consent, you as a 
property owner should have adequate information to 
decide if you want to participate in such a district.

It is important that property owners in this area 
understand the proposed historic district.  There 
are several ways that you can learn more about the 
proposed Local Historic District:  Plan to attend 
neighborhood meetings; whenever possible, read ar-
ticles in the Pecan Press; complete surveys; read flyers 
and information that is delivered to your home or 
mailed to you; ask questions!  If you don’t understand 
a process or criterion, let us know. At this time, you 
can contact Sharon Majors at sharonmajors@grandeco
m.net.

Remember, only You can preserve the neighbor-
hood in which you chose to live!

—  Celeste Cromack (Ms. Cromack is a 
former HPNA President.)

Local Historic District...
         …cont’d from page 16

Arts Division, by a grant from the Texas Commission 
on the Arts, and by an award from the National En-
dowment for the Arts.  And lastly, to Austin Circle of 
Theaters for their “sponsorship” of “floodlines”! Every 
player’s role is key to the success of this event! 

By the time you read this, “floodlines 2007” will be 
a memory of fleeting images≈†but you’ll have the op-
portunity to refresh your memory when “floodlines” 
returns in the spring of 2008, 2009 and 2010!

 Thank you all, again! 

—  Ann S. Graham
“floodlines” Production Manager, 
Hyde Parker

Next month:
The Herons of 49th street
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